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EDITORIAL

has .been rare for most students here to come into contact with the actual events

of history. They have been condemned to play, for the most part, the role of by-
standers. Their approach to reality is confused by academic romanticism and carefully
nurtured class prejudices.

In the present state of the world, such a position is no longer tenable. At our
University, for example, many students were able to hear a presentation of facts re-

ing the Wonthaggi strike by an actual participant in it. What the opinions and
thoughts of his listeners were does not concern us here. What we are concerned with
is pointing out that inevitably students must come more and more into contact with
the actual facts of the class struggle. The march of events will compel them to take
sides, whether they wish it or not. For who would be so foolish as to deny the shar-

ing of this struggle in the capitalist world to-day? It is only necessary to point to
Germany, San Francisco, and Wonthaggi.

I'l‘ is obvious that it is of vital importance to grasp the significance of international
events as well as of those occurring in our own immediate surroundings. It cannot
be denied that fascism and imperialist wars are the gravest dangers in the world to-
day. Nor can it be denied that the main force opposed to fasecism and war is the
organised power of the workers.

In every capitalist country in the world we see the rapid concentration of these
two diametrically opposed forces—on the one hand, finance-capital being driven to the
extremities of fascist terror in order to maintain its existence; on the other, the con-
stantly growing organised forces of the workers being driven to resistance by sheer
economie need. We see sharper and sharper and more and more violent clashes that
cannot but be fought to the end.

Only when the workers take state power into their own hands can this struggle
be ended. Only then will the development of socialism be possible; only then will the

problem of unemployment and poverty be solved.
This problem, which is driving the workers to resistance, is also becoming increas-

ingly urgent to the majority of students.

'FE question of future work, of employment, is an essential one for most students.
. At the most, it is a matter of a few years for all of them, before they are com-
pelled to seek a means of livelihood. The present system, now passing through the
erisis in its history, means the abolition of the great bulk of opportunities for
ity graduates. Jobs as salesmen, canvassers, and, in many cases, “the open
® are the lot to which numbers of them are condemned. It is apparent that some
istic change from the capitalist system is necessary before the pent-up and distorted
s of humanity can be released and unfolded to their fullest extent. The historic
the proletariat, “the class that holds the future in its hands,” is to free itself
'the whole of mankind from the present hell of capitalism. The Soviet Union is a
r example of this truth. )
our University the Labour Club has much of importance to say to students,
1 its meetings and discussions, and in the pages of “Proletariat.” We appeal to
lents who are concerned with the development of culture and the full utilisation
knowledge, to support the Labour Club, which is the standard-bearer of

as in the University.
y —THE EDITORS.
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CURRENT NOTES

The Decline of German Fascism.

HITLE:R fascism has murdered von Schleicher.
It has shot down Heines (murderer of many
revolutionary workers), Roehm (the leader of the
Brownshirts), Gregor Strasser (the greatest or-

iser of the fascist party), and an unknown
number of storm troop leaders. Many of the most
blood-stained supporters of German fascism have
followed the same violent road to death along
which they drove so many proletarian revolu-
tionaries. The tension inside Germany has con-
sequently been enormously aggravated. Hitler,
Goering, and Goebbels declare that once more
they have saved Germany from disaster! Anoti}er
“conspiracy against the state” has been dealt with
in typical Nazi fashion!

What is the significance of these violent
events? It is abs to believe that these violent
measures were dictated only by the necessity for
disposing of a troublesome faction. This would
be to ignore the underlying forces which, by com-
pelling Hitler to adopt such ruthless measures,
have, in the same process, revealed themselves
clearly for all to see. Their significance lies in
the fact that they are the clearest possible evi-
dence of the extent to which the disintegration in-
side the ranks of the German ruling class has de-
veloped. Only from this standpoint is it possible
to assess their significance, and, what is more
important, their consequences,

Like every other ruling class, the German bour-
geoisie has never. at any time, been welded into
one united, homogeneous party. The very nature
of capitalism prevents this. But they have always
managed, even during the stormy revolutionary
penod immediately following the first world im-
perialist' war, to present a sufficiently united
front to the proletariat to prevent the overthrow
of capitalism. But the recent events signify that
the class relations are altering rapidly in favour
of the proletariat.

Behind the death of Von Schleicher there lies
the defeat of a more moderate section of the
bourgeoisie, which desires compromises with

ce, and to some extent with Poland; a less
ferocious attitude towards the Soviet Union, and
an agreement, if possible, to form a new coalition
government with the Social Demoerats. Schleicher
had hoped to_do this before Hitler came to power.
He represented a group of industrialists, centring
round Otto Woolf in particular, who were hard
hit by the W of a controlling number of
shares in the Thyssen-controlled general steel
works (i.e., the biggest monopoly in Germany)
carried through by the Bruening Cabinet in 1931
Thus the German state bolstered up the tottering
fabric of the h:{y in in the Ruhr, sup-
porting its monopoly against competing groups.
_ Schleicher, as tative of these weaker
w:’ Same h‘t‘:’H‘Wﬂﬂm with Hitler, who
R
the Soviet Uz I8 particular. war—war against

The threat ainst thP life of Von 1‘.\11\ n re
flects the widening of the split between these in
dustrial magnates and the land-owning Junker
Of course, different sections among each erouy
disagree with the policy of the group as a whole,
but in general it is possible to see this cleavaee
fairly clearly.

However, the most important feature of (he
recent changes is the dissolution of the Brow
shirts, the real mass organisation of German
fascism. When Heines was being taken to eveo
tion, he shouted: “You black dogs! Long live th
Brownshirts!” and in this one sentence the not.o
ous murderer revealed the essence of the sp
First, the Brownshirts were sent on a “month's
holiday.” Now it seems that only the “reliable
elements will be retained.

The Brownshirts comprise members
lower middle class, the unemployed, and a b:
ward section of the workers, all naturally
posed to the oppression of capitalism, but
ceived by the anti-capitalist demagogy of H
The Blackshirts comprise students, officers
of the bourgeocisie, whose continued favour
existence depends upon the existence of cap
ism. Hence the antagonism between the i\
which revealed itself so completely. The Broy
shirts became “unreliable” because they
through the deceit practised by the fascists. |
it-was necessary to disband and disarm them
pletely, and retain only those members who w
still willing to sell themselves to Hitler.
Blackshirts, together with the Reichsweh:
now the main forces at Hitler's disposal. 1
form the great bulk of the secret political p
The basis of Hitler's power has been nar
by these actions of his which were forced
him by the rapid development and open expr
sion of the dissatisfaction among those of his
lowers who really believed that he intended
establish “National Socialism.”

The real significance of the execution of
storm troop leaders does not lie in the extern
nation of a “dangerous” faction (Heines and
fellows intended to use the Brownshirt discont
for their own base ends), but in the open fla
up of the wrath of the rank and file supporters
the Hitler regime. Not only has Hitler |
driven to declaring open war upon other sect
of the bourgeoisie, but he has been compelle
smash up the mass organisational basis W
fascism, the “open terrorist dictatorship” of
most reactionary of the finance capitalists, |
managed to secure for itself amongst br
strata of the toiling and oppressed populatiol

The events in Germany indicate that the
of the capitalist class is becoming more dillic
to maintain in face of the disagreement betv
its various groups and mass pressure frol
millions who suffer under the yoke of capital
The disintegration in the bourgeois camp
particularly the dissolution of the Browns!
who thus must openly come out into the
against Hitler, is of extreme importance |
working class which is leading the strugel
the overthrow of capitalism in Germany.
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place here to go into the question
on in Germany in detail. We can
‘attention to the importance of these
0 far as they enable us to get a per-
the future prospects of fascism, not
ny, but also in those other coun-
ent oppressed under the fascist dic-
md even in those “democratic” coun-
h the process of conversion into a
orship is taking place.
n events reveal how rapidly and vio-
t fissures can appear in the ranks of
class under the blows of the con-
orld economic crisis, and the revolution-
e of the toiling millions of the people.
faseist groups, particularly those in Italy
Balkans, have managed to maintain
or a considerable period (in some cases
years and more), not because fascism
any real solution of the problems of the
but because capitalism as a whole passed
a period of relative stabilisation and
after the first series of revolutionary
extending from 1917 to 1923. That is
y, faseism in Hungary, Italy, Yugoslavia,
a, ete.,, came to power at the end of a
ary wave, when the forces of the work-
were weakened by prolonged struggles
perialist war and numerous violent civil
Capitalism attained a temporary and rela-
onomic stabilisation, which enabled the
eoisie to take the offensive, and, in addition,
great part of its economic machinery in
ent once more. Thus these fascist states
le to consolidate their positions for a time.
was the most successful. The conditions in
tans were not nearly so favorable. Never-
s, the faseist bourgeoisie has maintained its
up to the present.
- case is different with Germany. Hitler
- power when the period of relative eco-
bilisation had long since ended, when the
onomic crisis had shaken the very roots
alism, especially in Germany, when the
lat was advancing ever more strongly
the bourgeoisie. While bearing the char-
the open terrorist dictatorship of finance
Hitler fascism, because of the objective
ns, was bound to undergo the processes
7 much more rapidly than Italian fascism.
@de a number of promises, not one of
. has kept. The millions of misguided
who believed in him have been largely dis-
The recent events can only accelerate
ess of increasing discontent. The onrush
conomic crisis gives the Hitler govern-
respite. In recent weeks there has de-
acute food shortage in Germany, es-
the great cities. This is the direct
e agrarian policy of the fascist gov-
ombined with the prolonged attack
wages and unemployment relief pay-
st few months. The press records
tg:t few days the first food queues
1 since 1923 have made their appear-

ible to make conjectures only regard-
effect of the open crumbling of the
rship upon the great masses of the

3

German people. The reports indicate one thing
clearly—that millions of fresh fighters against
fascism are rapidly entering the field of battle.
Revolutionary activity is rapidly increasing. A
leaflet, completely exposing the significance of the
violent uphee_).val among the Storm troops, circu-
lated very widely in Berlin and other cities, being
eagerly read and discussed by many hundreds of
thousands of people. The intensifying crisis and
the increase in the fascist terror have stimulated
the revolutionary struggle of the working class.
It has become increasingly manifest that the only
way out for the German people is by establishing
the Soviet power in Germany.

Italy.

HE open decay of fascism is not confined to
Germany. In the majority of those countries
where there is unbridled White Terror against
the toilers, a rapid change in the relation of class
forces can be readily observed. Italy is the chief
country to which fascists point with pride as the
living proof of the “success” of the fascist cor-
porative state. Yet what do the facts show?
They demonstrate two things in particular, First,
that fascism is incapable of solving the problems
of the capitalist world crisis, and is adopting es-
sentially the same methods during the crisis as
are carried forward in all capitalist countries,
whether “democratic” or openly fascist, namely,
driving down the conditions of the workers by
wage cutting, speeding up, etc., extending and
strengthening its grip upon the oppressed masses
in its colonies, and, above all, marching on to
further imperialist wars, spending fresh millions
upon war preparations, despite the poverty of the
great bulk of the Italian people.

The other group of facts proves that, as else-
where, the main social function of Italian fascism
is to maintain the rule of the bourgeoisie by the
most brutal terrorist methods., But, in spite of
the White Terror raging in Italy, the Italian
working class is increasing its organisational
strength, and is rallying behind the revolutionary
vanguard. Fascism is acting as a terrible hin-
drance to the development .of the workers’
struggle. At the same time the deepening crisis
and the widespread terror create the objective
conditions for successful mass revolutionary
work.

Mussolini, when he seized power, made a num-
ber of demagogic promises to the workers. The
real quality of his promises can be gauged by
the following figures relating to the fall in wages
between 1927 and 1933, these figures being taken
from official fascist sources (“Lavoro Fascista”).
Wages of metal workers fell by 23 per cent.,
chemical workers 22 per cent., workers in manu-
facturing industries 30 per cent., electricity and
gas workers 22 per cent., glass workers 35 per
cent., wood workers 18 per cent., ete., ete. From
the same source considerable information regard-
ing the marked intensification of labour can be
obtained. The wages of agricultural labourers
fell during the same period by amounts varying
between 20-40 per cent. The official unemploy-
ment figures are somewhat above 1,000,000.
Thus has fascism, in its desperate attempt to pre-
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serve the domination of finance-capital, forced
down ‘the living standards of the toiling masses.

What is the other side of the picture? What
response are the workers making to the attacks
of the capitalist class? We quote a short extract
from a report made recently upon the mass ac-
tivity of unemployed and en}ployed' workers
against the hunger policy of Italian fascism:—

“The mass movements in Italy have_mcreased
considerably in the past year. In Trani 3000 un-
employed demonstrated and took by storm the
house of the fascists and fascist trade unions,
shouting, ‘Bread and work.” In Andria, 1000 agri-
cultural unemployed demonstrated in front of the
office of the Mayor. In Genoa, 1000 workers
demonstrated in the streets of the ecity. In
Canossa, 4000 unemployed demonstrated before
the office of the mayor, and came into conflict
with the police. In Capri, a political demonstration
of 2500 workers was held in connection with the
burial of a revolutionary worker. In Spezia, the
masses of the workers participated in the meeting
of the fascist trade unions in order to demand the
maintenance of the piece-work scale. The strike
slogan was issued. In Milan the chauffeurs de-
monstrated before the Mayor’s headquarters. In
Genoa a second demonstration was held in the
streets. In Sassano and Monte St. Giacomo the
population stormed the Mayor’s offices. Eight of
the demonstrators were killed and two gendarmes
were wounded. . . . ” And so on, almost indefi-
nitely, the list of large-scale anti-fascist actions
and demonstrations goes on. The discontent is
not expressed only by these more striking
methods. Within the fascist mass organisations,
especially in the trade unions; but also, for
example, in the youth organisation, “Dopolavoro,”
a tremendous decay has set in in recent years,
and is becoming more pronounced. Many examples
are recorded of former ardent supporters of the
fascist regime turning away from fascism com-
pletely disillusioned. In numerous cases active
attacks on the fascist authorities inside these or-
ganisations have been made, concessions and ad-
vantages often being won,

Italy is in a state of seething discontent, the
existence of which cannot be hidden even by mass
terror and rigid police censorship.

The example of Bulgaria is further proof of
the instability of the fascist governments in
Europe. Three months ago the Bulgarian hour-
geoisie was compelled by the deepening crisis and
the upsurge of the revolutionary movement
among the workers and peasants, to substitute
for the existing fascist coalition government an
open military dictatorship, This means that in
Bulgaria the social basis of faseism has shrunk
so much that the army is practically the sole “re-
liable” force at the command of the ruling class.
And perhaps th_e army is not altogether reliable!

This weakening of fascism, which is so pro-
nounced in the present period, has resulted in in-
creased international tension, France and Ger-
many have become even more violently antagon-
istic. TItaly and Germany are irreconcilable over
the question of Austria. Mussolini is looking
towards Turkey and Asia Minor more insistently
as a convenient and rich market and source of
mtega_ls._ The desperate negotiations of France

ritain attempting to maintain the reputa- Cartoon—(From “Student Review
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e of Nations, Germany’s shame-
for Wwar on th?:h Soviet Union,
groupings e imperialist
‘are all taking place against a
more warships, more aeroplanes,
d machine guns, more poison gas.

countries in which the open
hip has not yet been estab-
process of disintegration, com-
antic war preparations, can be ob-
by side with this there is the tre-
th of the revolutionary movement,
outburst of indignation of the op-
5t the horrors of capitalism. The
wave of strikes in America, at pre-
its highest point in San Francisco,
arded only as a prelude to mightier
ot only is the Roosevelt Plan being
2 Roosevelt government, the rule of

can bourgeoisie, is coming under
proletariat.
bourgeoisie, manceuvring with
» IS continuing its attack upon the
ally upon the unemployed. Mass
of the latter have again taken
months. The hatred the English
for faseism is amply demonstrated
against the brutality of Mosley's
‘thugs. The police used this violent
excuse to intervene more directly in
ings, and thus endeavour to stifle
the workers.
S of revolt are rising and spreading
The great strikes in Bombay re-

ralian bourgeoisie asserts that there
rked improvement to be observed in
ponomy in the past six months. They
 increased price of wool, to a slight
ding (an increase which has ceased
fwo months and actually shown some
to the favourable trade balance, ete.,
prove this. That the erisis has for
assed through its acutest stage there
t. The stage of depression has
ed, which does not mean that the
overcome on this basis, nor exclude
of an even sharper decline in pro-
s hitherto been witnessed. There
that the replacement of the basic
of industry (buildings, machinery,
_characteristic of the overcoming of
een accomplished or will be accom-
tion, it is significant that wool
mmenced to fall steadily again.
. been practically neglected in the
s, which nevertheless made a great
price of wheat rose one penny
-to the failure of tt}l;\e A.menmbo !
this angle that the bourgeois
wospen%};” must be evaluated.

call those of a few years ago. The

feat of the sixth campaign of intervention

:;.'-fiChmese Soviets is a great blow to world eapi-
sm.

Only on an international scale is it pessible to
estimate the significance of the recent violent
events in Germany. The decline of German fas-
cism, its violent death agonies, are but a part of
the general disintegration of the capitalist forces
throughout the whole world. This disintegration
is occurring at different rates in different coun-
tries, but is inevitable in face of the continuance
of the general capitalist crisis (although certain
countries may have succeeded in slightly improv-
ing their position for a time), and, above all, in
face of the increasing might of the revelutionary
proletariat.

The Soviet Union remains the greatest single
force in the world working for the maintenance
of peace. The gigantic strides of its economie
development go on unchecked. The cultural stan-
dard of the whole people has risen tremendously.
The foreign relations of the Soviet Union, despite
even the pressing danger of the Japanese Im-
perialist war plans, have improved considerably,
especially in the sphere of the guarantee of peace.
The imperialist bourgeoisie, which so much de-
sires war upon the Soviet Union, has been com-
pelled to acknowledge in actual practice that the
Soviet Union is the most important peace factor!
The great workers’ republic, at the same time,
stimulates the revolutionary energy of the prole-
tariat in the capitalist world. The contrast be-
tween decaying, frenzied capitalism and victorious
socialism is the background against which the
revolutionary masses are realising more and more
clearly the significance of the slogan: “Soviet
Power."”

Australia

A number of positive facts prove that there is
no real sign of the much-vaunted “recovery.” The
situation of the primary producers has grown
steadily worse. It is admitted officially that, of
70,000 wheat farmers in Australia, 50,000 are in
grave and immediate danger of being forced off
their land. The Country Party states that there
are 99,000 farmers in Australia, of whom 80,000
are in the direst straits. More accurate esti-
mates, such as those made by the Auditor-
General's Department in South Australia, indi-
cate that between S0 and 90 per cent. of Aus-
tralian farmers are bankrupt! This evidence
alone should be sufficient to explode the bally-hoo
of the bourgeoisie,

Unemployment is said to be decreasing. It is
difficult to make proper estimates based upon
official statistics, because they are always less
than the actual figures. In addition, because of
the tightening up of the multitude of permissible
income regulations, together with the expansion
of the whole sustenance apparatus, it is likely
that there is much greater “concealed” unem-
ployment than before. In any case, it is certain
that no real turn has been even started in the
decrease of the number of unemployed.
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The position of employed workers has not
altered very much, except in so far as rationalisa-
tion has progressed. The Arbitration Court re-
cently confirmed the decision to retain the _10 per
cent. cut in the salaries of Federal public ser-
vants. This has given rise to considerable dis-
content among these servants, with several mass
meetings as a result. Side by side with this wage
cut the government, out of its budget “surplus,’
has decided to spend more upon armaments than
in previous years. The official expenditure on
armaments will be £4,800,000 during the coming
year, an increase of £1,800,000 on 1932-33. Con-
siderable advances are to be made in military
mechanisation, while further munition workshops
and factories are being renewed or constructed.
Recruiting is to be conducted on a wider scale
for the navy, as a new cruiser is at present being
constructed. Thus the Australian ruling class
shows how it is adopting the well-known methods
of capital to solve the crisis, if possible, by force,
by the armed seizure of further colonies and mar-
kets.

The Political Parties in Decay.

THAT the capitalists cannot see very much hope

in the immediate future can be comprehended
from their attitude towards the forthcoming Fed-
eral elections. First, there is a wide breach be-
tween the Country Party and the United Aus-
tralia Party on a whole list of important matters.
This breach is due to the clash of interests be-
tween the two groups of capitalists. A temporary
union has been achieved only by ignoring the
question of tariffs, which is (for capitalism) one
of the vital questions. So it seems that this
“union” must necessarily he very doubtful. The
granting of a loan of £20,000,000 for an agrarian
“relief” programme will do very little towards
healing this breach. It may, on the contrary, ag-
gravate it, because the floating of such a lean
must inevitably lead to an increase in the
strangle-hold which finance-capital has at present
over the primary producers.

This disagreement and uncertainty as to what
to do is expressed in the lack of a clear pro-
gramme on the part of the bourgeois parties.
Of course, it is quite possible that they intend to
have another session of Labour government in
an endeavour to stifle the rising tide of discon-
tent which is manifest at present. Under cover
of the Labour Party, the hourgeoisie could, in
many ways, carry on its present policy more ef-
fectnally. Naturally, the chances of exposure of
the Labour Party during this process are greatly
increased.

The Labour Party itself is undergoing a stea
process of disintegration. As it isgreal%y a parg
supporting the bourgeoisie, it reacts, in a special
way (because it is based upon the working class
as its support), to all the forces working against
tt:l:gltnhsm. 1 , the Labour Party presents, at
t pre;sgnt b}'me, a complex picture of conflicting
dﬂm. Left Broups are splitting away from the

 leadership. Lang” groups and “socialisation”
units appear side by side with the most obviously
thmm elements. It is characteristic that

Labour Party should break with two ‘“irre-
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concilable” groups while talking of unity. Tt mys;
be understood that under no circumstance are the
Lang and Scullin factions irreconcilable. Both
play their part in deceiving the working clagss
with sham talk about ending capitalism an
troducing socialism, while at the same time ac-
tively sabotaging the struggles of the workers
against capitalism. There are certain disagre
ments between them as to how the betr:
the workers should be carried out (a di
ment which is of vital importance from a tactic
standpoint), but objectively their function is the
same, namely, to side-track the growing militanc,
of the workers into harmless channels, and, ab
all, to split their ranks as effectively as possible
During the Wonthaggi strike, when McKenzi
A L.P. member for Wonthaggi, uttered the
atroecious slanders against the Wonthaggi min
and their leaders, not even the most “revolut
ary” of the A.L.P. leadership repudiated his st
ments. On the contrary, Tunnecliffe has actually
sent a note to McKenzie thanking him, on

of the A.L.P., for his services in the strike! T
does not mean, of course, that the rank an
kept their thoughts to themselves. This is
one example of how the official Labour P
leaders stand together when threatened by

which they know in time will break thei
tionary, deadening influence on the Aust:
workers.

The Revolutionary Vanguard.

HAT evidence have we that there e
Australia an honest, really revoluti

leadership, whose methods of struggle, if ad
must bring success? Recall in particular tl
dence of the Wonthaggi strike, which is ne
a successful conclusion. The Wonthaggi :
was conducted under revolutionary | I's
which carried on a persistent struggle agains
Victorian State Government. Despite the
ders of the capitalist press, the whole weig]
the bourgeoisie against them, and the sp
tactics of the Trades Hall, the Wonthagg!
were able to mobilise many thousands of v
behind them to bring financial support. Tl
thagei strike is an example of revolut
working class activity unequalled in
history for its high degree of organisaf
consciousness of its aim. The workers
tralia have seen a new form of indust:
conducted under rank-and-file leadersh
developing this method and adapting
multitude of conditions which it meets,
tralian proletariat will forge a weapon »
lead to greater victories.

—IAN C. MACDON

SHORT STORY COMPETITION

We have not received sufficient entrics
Justify seleeting a story for publicatior
competition is still open.
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a mistake to regard the war machine as
sting of armies, navies, and their direct
of supply. Whatever might once have been

in this regard, to-day preparations for
ﬂﬁm the conduct of war, must involve the
lose co-operation of every institution under the
‘The land, industry, commerce, the church,
th;,.”@versity_the co-operation of all is neces-
sary to the smooth working of the war machine.

Consequently, the fight against war is a fight
on many fronts. If the Anti-War Movement were
to confine its attack to obvious militarism it would
soon be outflanked and crushed. It must carry
on the struggle against war preparations in every
sphere of social and economic life if it is to suc-
ceed, Certainly there are key points, where the
attack must be sharpest. Transport and muni-
tions, for instance, must receive special attention.
But the fight against war is the people’s fight,
and every man must strike his blow at the war
preparations nearest to his hand. The farmer
must struggle against military use of his pro-
duce; the worker in his factory must prepare to
prevent industry from feeding the war machine.
In the same way, students must oppose those ten-
dencies in University life and teaching which
make for war-mindedness, and must endeavour to
prevent a recurrence of what occurred in the last
war, when the University was mobilised as a
kind of fiechnological and general auxiliary to the

rees.

What are these tendencies? The enquiry natur-
ally divides itself into two parts. First there is
the indirect way in which University teaching

ers war-mindedness, and drugs criticism of
the policies which lead to war. Second, there are
the more direct activities whereby the University
actively contributes to the conduct of war.

In a previous number of “Proletariat” I have
already given a general survey of the means
whereby the University fosters support of bour-
mrayctivities and drugs criticism of them. This
enquiry must be more specific.

- Throughout University teaching, an air of
gentle apart-from-the-world tolerance is affected,
and as far as possible this attitude is cultivated
student life and thought. Somewhere in the
there exists the Soviet Union, and in cer-
other places there seem to be strikes and
but these are of no moment. Much more
ortant is the discovery that Julius Caesar was
“epileptic. In general, the P.Q.S. will discuss
¥ public question that is not of vital import-
the Debating Society exists for the pure
mt of debating. When, however, matters
interest, such as Fascism and War, do
s, they are treated as subjects of chiefly aca-

inte He who can display the utmost
dge among you, he who has read the most
he who can speak on the widest range of

he is the greatest student (but at the
he is in duty bound to attend the
ac Day ceremony).

University and War

This superficial detachment has been com-
mended as representing the University ideal, but
it is there that the gravest danger lies. In prac-
tice, everything is tolerated except active con-
victions: these only if they are orthodox.

The University not only provides an opiate for
practical thought. It positively nourishes an un-
intelligent will to war. The whole trend of the
Feachmg, in history and literature for example,
is toward an uncritical antiquarianism, coupled
with a nationalistic bias, that leaves the student
vaguely aware of the trends of nationalism, and,
not always vaguely, a supporter of them. The
whole trend of economics is to hide menacing eco-
nomie realities from the student, in a maze of
market technicalities, and vaguely to suggest that
imperial marketing arrangements are a good
thing, and ought to be maintained. And so on
through all the schools and faculties. Nowhere
are the trends of modern policy clearly envisaged;
everywhere the tendency is toward the support
of the status quo, in ignorance or carelessness
of the fact that the status quo is pregnant with
war.

In the second part of our enquiry, as to the
part played by the University in direct support
of war, we cannot do better than go back to the
history of this University between 1914 and 1918.
The relevant material is available in official form,
in a volume entitled “University War Lectures,”
published by authority of the University Council.
The preface to this entertaining volume begins:

“At a meeting of the teaching staffs of the
University of Melbourne and its affiliated col-
leges, held on Wednesday, April 21, 1915, the
following resclutions were unanimously adopted:

“(1) That during the continuance of the war
the members of the staff of the University and
affiliated colleges abstain from the use of alcohol,
except under medical advice.

“(2) That the committee to be appointed at
this meeting be requested to eonsider the question
whether a University Rifle Club can be formed
with advantage, and whether any other action
can be taken in substitution for such a club, or
in addition to it; and, further, that members of
the teaching staff of the University and affiliated
colleges pledge themselves to encourage volun-
teering for war service in Europe among the
members of the University by such means as may
be approved by the committees to be formed.

«(3) Although many special services have al-
ready been performed by officers of the Univer-
sity at the invitation of ministers, it is desirable
to make it more definitely understood that such
services are available, and therefore that the
Council be asked to approach the Federal and
State Governments with the suggestion that the
members of the staff of the University would be
willing to offer their services, as far as is comi-
patible with the continuance of University work,
to aid or supplement, wherever possible, the work
of the scientific, technical, or professional
branches of the Government departments during
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“the war, on any matters cq;mected with :lm[iel'la
‘dléfence,’ in which their assistance may be useful.

“(4) That this meeting is of the opinion ‘that
public lectures under the auspices of the Univer-
sity should be given on the subject of the “?}‘11.’
its causes, its importance to A}.lstralla, and the
political and other problems which arise from it,
and that the Council be requested to give its
support to this course. !

“(5) That the administration of the above reso-
lutions be placed in the hands of a repres:entatlve
committee, with power to appoint special com-
mittees.”

The first resolution may or may not have been
fulfilled. ! ;

The second resolution resulted in the formation
of the Melbourne University Rifles, superintended
by Major (now Professor) Osborne. The M:U.R.
did its job well as a recruiting and training
ground for student volunteers.

The third resolution was carried out very fully
and effectively. The Department of Bacperlolo\gy
supplied vaccines; Chemistry, anaesthetics; En-
gineering, repairs to wireless generating plant,
testing materials, etc.; Natural Philosophy,
manufactured and supplied wireless parts, experi-
mental material, etc.; Medicine, supplied men and
materials to the Army Medical Corps, largely or-
ganised base hospitals, ete. The gas mask use
by the Australian Forces was designed by the
University.

As to the fourth resolution, it was carried out
in full. A lecture was given on “British and Ger-
man ldeals,” the gist of which was that to a
Britisher the term “not British” means “not fair
play,” while to a German the term ‘“not German”
means “not done in Germany.” A lecture on the
causes of the war, by a Professor who could not
help but know what these causes were, repre-
sented them to flow from the arrogance of the
Junkers and the philosophy of Nietzsche. A lec-
ture on “Germany’s Intellectual Strength and
Weakness,” after giving Germany great praise
for her immense contributions to human thought,
concluded by saying that this intellectual ascend-
ancy was neutralised by the fact that Germans
are hot-tempered in debate and have shocking
table manners. A chemical lecture deseribed a
conversation represented as taking place between
Professor Masson and a British chemist in pre-
war days, in which the value of bromide gases as
weapens of offence was remarked upon, but the
project abandoned, on the grounds that it was
contrary to the ethics of civilised warfare, and
that Germany had a natural monopoly of supply,
anyhow.

So they dragged on, lecture after lecture by
members of the professorial staff, each more hys-
terical, each more remote from academic regard
for scientific method and for truth than the last.
So much for academic detachment. So much for
the cultural independence of Universities. In the
t;g\esh \er;l t_l:ese_ qu?]it]ilis are so urgently needed,

iversity is fou no i
hylsqteria, but leading it. § S rning popuiar
. Nor has the University changed fundamentall
in the intervening years. The University is play}I
ing a part in the war machine now. It fosters the
vagueness and confusion of ideas that makes the
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student an easy prey to war propaganda; in it

'is the officers’ training corps, the M.U.R.; we

believe certain schools receive support from the
Defence Department in return for services, Ty,
University would play a much larger role in actya)
wartime.

In the period of the Great War there were
opponents of war among the students and stafr.
One of them was thrown in the lake as a regylt
of speaking against the war. The opposition at that
time was pacifist and ineffective. We must ep-
sure really effective opposition, not only to war,
but also to war preparations now proceeding. !

The material given here points to the kind of
work the University Council Against War must
develop. Without attention to the relationship
actual or potential, of the University departments
to the war machinery, its general activities will
be ineffective.

Especially important are the stafls and
dents in the Engineering and Science School
These are most likely to be called, often
directly, into the service of bloody destructic

—COLIN FRASFE
; 1
CAMBRIDGE SPEAKS. p
“We, the undersigned scientific workers and F‘i
teachers of the University of Cambridge, wisl

to affirm our fundamental opposition to (i
use of scientific research in war and in pr
paration for war.

“We accordingly feel bound to prot
against the Incitement to Disaffection Bill n«
being introduced by the present Government.

e

“A situation may in the near future a
in which scientific workers would be subjecte
to considerable temptation and pressurc
engage in research of a kind especially direct
to the purpose of war.

“It is the duty of those scientists who refu
to be a party to the frustration and misapp!
tion of science in war to try and dissuade ()
colleagues from betraying in this way the b
interest of humanity. Such persuasion
necessarily take the form of the written as >
as the spoken word, and since the Disaffect:
Bill will assuredly be interpreted as appl
to research, as well as to combatant mem
of the Government's Forces, effective «
on this subject with our fellow scientific »orl
will be prevented.

“Finally, as citizens, we wish to record
protest against the further restriction ©
civil liberties of the subject now introduc
this Bill,

“JOSEPH NEEDHAM (Biochemis
“ALEXANDER WOOD (Physics)

(and 77 other signatories representing Agr
ture, Mineralogy, Zoology, Botany, Physiol.
Parasitology, Physical Chemistry, Geoph

Colloid Science, etc.).

“Cambridge.” June, 1
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slopment of Fascism, both open and
ed, is a process which has bewildered
people who had put their trust in capi-
cracy’’ as the guardian of their hard-

reaction, stark barbarism ravages and
many to-day; rules the Germany where
than two years ago the Weimar Consti-
d German Social Democracy ensured the
of those democratic principles which
wherever it obtains, has ruthlessly sup-
Germany, once foremost in cultural
3 t, is now in the hands of thugs who
the dictates of big capital.

% Press of all capitalist “democratic” coun-
tries is horrified at the atrocities committed by
seism—“It is inconceivable that in a civilised
v like Germany such crimes could be com-
..."” The Englishman gains heart—such
things could not happen in a truly democratic
try like his. So with the Frenchman, so with
lions whose trust is invested in the “demo-
Capitalism has given them. Recent events,
however, are of such a character as to shake to
foundations the prevalent belief that Fascism
an alien growth, peculiarly suited to the Ger-
or Italian temperament.

tions for Fascism’s Growth.

Pascism is inextricably bound up with the
general erisis of capitalism. The post-war boom
1923-29, brought with it increased
i nisation of industry and further industriali-
: in colonial countries (China, India, ete.)
in order to secure more efficient exploitation.
;&g’&herent contradiction of capitalism, expand-
oduction in the face of a decreasing market,
‘end to this boom. Capitalism plunged into
According to all bourgeois economists (in-
Professor Copland, Dr. G. Wood, and Dr.
), it was to be a crisis no different from
ses. It was to be short-lived and fol-
by rapid recovery. Now in its fifth year
every sign of intensification. Increased
tion and rationalisation have brought with
evastating wage cuts, millions of unem-
decreasing purchasing power and un-
misery. With all its boasted achieve-
_eapitalism cannot supply the simple wants
wage-slaves. A stage has been reached,
, when the masses begin to fight back and
in militant unity against the attacks on
ble conditions. Radicalisation of the
forward, the tempo increases, the
_ of Capitalism is threatened. The
n facing the bourgeoisie is how to stem
le of revolution, how to preserve its profit-
nachinery. Its benevolent “democracy”
masses opportunities to attack it.
" js scrapped; Fascism is called to

es to power when capitalist demo-
» longer keep its workers in subjec-
e masses of the petit-bourgeoisie
d clamour for a way out, and when

‘fascism Un-British?

increased efficiency in exploitation is a dire neces-
sity if profits are to be maintained. Fascism is
the attempt to thrust the working class back into
greater servitude than that from which it fought
its way to “democracy.” It is the open expression
of the innate forces and motives of Capitalism.

While dividends were high, while immense pro-
fits were easily made, it was possible for Capital-
ism to grant concessions to the workers. After
bard-fought struggles it gave them the right to
organise in Trade Unions and the ballot box. These
concessions gave the workers advantages in their
struggles for better conditions. At the same time
the creation of a labour aristocracy (on the basis
of exploitation both of home and, particularly, of
colonial masses) led to the development of a
social democracy which deluded the workers into
believing that their complete emancipation could
be effected simply by adding to these “democratic”
privileges. The further development of Capital-
ism, especially intensified in the period of general
crisis, has taken away the basis for the granting
of concessions and is rapidly destroying the illu-
sion of emancipation through reform. Capitalist
democracy is being unmasked. The success of the
Soviet Union in the midst of capitalist failure is
a big factor in this unmasking.

The organisation of the masses against inroads
on their wages and living conditions must be
stopped. The laws which obtained in the boom
period are found to be not sufficiently stringent
and comprehensive. They must be altered and
new ones enacted to prevent the growth of “sedi-
tion” and “disloyalty.” This process has been
going on in every capitalist country. In some the
mask of “democracy” has already been thrown
aside; in others it is wearing thin. In these latter
the worn veil may be thrown aside at the oppor-
tune moment; or it may gradually vanish, being
replaced by degrees with ‘“‘constitutional” enact-
ments.

We are now in a position to question the truth
of the Englishman’s (or for that matter, the
American’s or the Frenchman’s) contention that
it is impossible for Fascism, with all its horrible
accoutrements, to dominate his country.

The conditions for the growth of Fascism being
inherant in the development of the general crisis
of capitalism, it is seen that these conditions
exist in England and Australia, as in every capi-
talist country.

It would be a vital mistake to assume that
Fascism can develop only in the form of organised
parties, like the Nazis, which will assume power
when the time is ripe. The mask of “democracy”
may vanish in other ways. A review of the ac-
tivities of bourgeois governments the world over
reveals an increasing tempo of fascisation in the
State apparatus. England and Australia are no
exceptions. This tendency may just as effectively
end in open capitalist dictatorship as the cam-
paign of an openly Fascist party.

England.
In England Fascism is developing along two
paths. Sir Oswald Mosley and his Blackshirts,



10 5

supported by Rothermere and his allies, are open
Fa?scp?sts. T%e more openly repressive administra-
tion of existing laws, the enactment of such mea-
sures as the Sedition Bill, are symptoms of the
fascisation of English “democracy.”

The lesson of Germany and Italy is being learnt
by the workers the world over; consequently,
Mosley is encountering severe resistance from the
more militant sections of the British workers.
Thus, on the occasion of his addressing the Brit-
ish Union of Fascists at the Olympia, interjec-
tors, including women, were brutally kicked and
manhandled by Mosley’s thugs. Many were
stripped of their clothes and bludgeoned into un-
consciousness, FEnraged workers who collected
outside were dispersed by the police. In the
melée between the Blackshirts and the workers
the police arrested workers but allowed the Black-
shirts to go free. (Exactly similar police action
was taken in Germany before Hitler's coup.) In
spite of the fact that Mosley aroused great re-
sentment from big sections of the people, the
Government's only action was to increase the
powers of the police “to protect meetings.” This
measure is, of course, specially designed to give
the police power to intervene in meetings, and
will be used mainly against the workers. The
Labour Parties supported the measure.

The new Seditions Bill, which has the support,
not only of the Die-Hards and Liberals, but of
most of the Labour Party members, recently in-
troduced into the House of Commons, is a very
important step on the path of “free democratic”
Britain towards open dictatorship. While the Bill,
ostensibly, is only meant to repress anti-militarist
propaganda among the armed forces, its actual
effect goes far beyond this seemingly limited
scope.

Any person who “has in his possession, or
under his control, any document of such a nature
that the'dissle;lmination of copies thereof among
members of His Majesty’s Forces would be an
oﬁ‘ertl:ce” may be sentenced to two years’ imprison-
ment.

The inereasing unrest of the military and naval
forces (e.g., the mutiny at Invergordon in 1931)
has its origin in the economic conditions Capital-
ism has‘produced, but Capitalism cannot believe
this, so it levels its attack against those who are
capable of giving voice to this discontent, just as
in Germany and Italy militants are sent to con-
centration camps for pointing out to poverty-

stricken people the causes of their impoverish-
ment.

The B‘l‘Il also gives the police power, on the
basis of “general” warrants, to search any named
office or house, “and to seize anything found.”
Any person found in possession of “seditious”
literature is liable to arrest. Thus a pretext is
provided for the arrest and imprisonment of any-
one, even though he may not he engaged in anti-
militarist bropaganda amone the armed forces,

but whose activities are ;
dictatorship a menace to the hidden

Government to treat as illegal (and impri '
_ Aas n all
members of) every militant working c]m?s g:gani-
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Pressed in the House of Commons, the Gover.
ment’s spokesman refused to accept the plea tha;

“pacifist” literature should be exempted from 11,

scope of the Bill.

“In the case of a student,” replied the Solicit,.
General, “or of an ordinary man with an interes:
in political matters who happened to have » book
of Tolstoy’s advocating non-resistance, it was
not suggested that that was not in his possession
without a lawful excuse.”

Tolstoy is permitted! What will happen if the
“perversive” writings of Lenin or Marx are found
in the possession of “an ordinary man"?
British Government has already used a S
Edward III., under which persons who m
future be guilty of a “breach of the peace” my
be arrested and imprisoned. Hannington and Tom
Mann were recently arrested in this way.

In Northern Ireland, where the acute class
struggle is intensified by the merging into
the national struggle, the Government has se
the passing of a law under which it can forhic
a “suspect” to possess a motor vehicle, and can
imprison him for any period on suspicion alon

These legal enactments are paralleled by
strengthening of the police forces, the speci: :
velopment of the secret police, and the use of
military forces to aid the police.

For over a year there have been unemployed
camps organised on semi-militarist lines.

To those who are inclined to doubt the possi-
bility of their demoecratic liberties being talkes
away, these facts must come as a shock. T
show clearly the tendency developing in
frame-work of Capitalist democracy towards
rigid regimentation of social and individual act
ties into channels not opposed in any way to
State—into a system not to be separated fr
cpen Fascism,

The
ite of

Australia.

In “democratic™ Australia, also, the heavy har
of repression has acquired considerable experis
in taking away liberties. The fascisation
State apparatus has more than commenced.

This is clearly seen in the vindictive camp
of the police and the courts against free
speech last year in Brunswick and Prahr:
was dealt with in the June “Proletariat” «
year.) Fierce struggles have occurred elses
in Australia, notably in Maryborough, Q.
at present a particularly bitter fight for the
to speak and sell literature is taking place
Sydney Domain.

The Government has a secret system of ba
books in the Customs Department, and
books, including some used as texts at th:
versities, are prevented from reaching the p

The Amendments to the Crimes Act, 1032
given the Government much the same pow
the Seditions Bill entails in England. B
failure of the prosecution of H. Devanny, i
as publisher of the “Workers’ Weekly," the
munist Party organ, revealed that there we
loopholes. Since that time State Gover
have been taking steps to stop these by e
such measures as the Disloyalty Bill in N .=

The Lyons Government has made it quiie
where democracy and free speech end, and
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in, by the publication of a private
Combatting Communism.” This is
self-eulogy of its achievements in this
juote verbatim:—
Lyons Government took office there
activity among the Communists and the
ists. The Government, seized with
of the situation, and realising the
Communism, took immediate steps to
evil. During the first year of office,
of the Government may be summar-
the following heads:—
ndment of the Crimes Act;
ndment of the Immigration Act, giving
ater power to deport undesirables;
htening up the proclamation prohibiting
. importation of Communist literature
o the Commonwealth;
strictions of newspapers
ages;
moval of certain newspapers from the

m Office Register;

Strict supervision over the grant of pass-

- ports to Communists and persons desiring

to visit Russia; and

Refusal to naturalise Communists.”

1er on in its brochure the Federal Govern-

states that its policy has been “to prevent

ead of Communism by placing every pos-

tacle in its way.” These obstacles have
the forcing of the owners of premises

ilitant organisations, all of which both the

mt and its allies brand as Communist,

n their tenants out.

in foreign

THE WORLD

American journal, “Publishers’ Weekly,”
ates that in 1933 “the Christmas sales in the
shops were 25 per cent. less than last year.”
§ is typical of the way in which capitalism
deeline cramps and hinders the development
tion and culture. An analysis of the cate-
and numbers of titles published in the
rtant capitalist countries, comparing
h the Soviet Union, shows very clearly
dous impetus which the most important
of human thought and scientific investi-
e achieved under Socialism:—

Eng- Ger- Soriet

U.8.A. France. land. many. Union.
@R G3L 1 B95 1115 Bb13

60 530 194 627 3230

es 357 49 617 996 3106
ene 360 823 435 876 855
621 653 1098 1346 3247
632 636 1022 1913 176
219 333 261 434 299

s speak for themselves. In capitalist
ks on religion far outstrip those on
agriculture.

‘that the Soviet Union is deficient
al works. But in bourgeois coun-
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_Australia, too, has its bands of organised Fas-
cists who are arming with the support of the mili-
tary machine. It has its unshirted Fascist poli-
tician, Kent Hughes, with whom the “liberty-
loving” Ministers of the “democratic” Vietorian
Government work side by side in harmony.

Yes, the veil is wearing thinner! The demo-
cratic rights of the people are heing taken away.
The capitalists can no longer afford to let us
read what we want to, or say what we think. The
spectre of discontent is abroad. Capitalism fears
it and tries to squeeze it out, not by altering the
conditions which breed it, but with laws backed
by the whole force of the State apparatus. And
where these laws and their enforcement fail, open
terror is called in, ’

Many people are opposed to this open, brutal
Fascism. We have pointed out sufficient of the
nature and development of Fascism to make it
clear that opposition to it must also be directed
against its more subtle developments within the
framework of “democracy.”

Students must recognise that curtailments of
their liberties are being prepared. They must
realise that if they are to fight for free and un-
trammelled development of culture, if they are to
help clear the path for advancement towards
higher ideals, to a higher society where oppres-
sion, destitution, unemployment and war will be
unknown, then they must ally themselves with the
working class against Fascism in all its forms.
The alternative is Fascism itself.

—EGAL WHITE.

tries few materialist philosophical works are
written, while a whole host of mediaeval ob-
scurantist trash is poured forth.

For example, the “Stock Exchange News for
the German Book Trade” records that “the eco-
nomic depression has had its effect upon astro-
logical and occult literature (seen also in Aus-
tralia). There has been an increase in the num-
ber of publishers who publish books on fortune-
telling, character-reading, and similar mystic
sciences, in transcendental methods in science and
other spheres.”

In one sphere books are increasing in capitalist
countries—in the sphere of war, It is impossible
to give exact figures. Let us quote from the
English trade journal, “Publishers’ Circular”:—

“Whoever studies human nature can observe
that the decline in the output of books on peda-
gogy is made up for by an increase in the number
of books appearing on war and military science.”

The Soviet Union skill lags behind in history,
art, philology, and law. However, its gigantic
strides in the sphere of general culture, and par-
ticularly in science and technique, reveal the tre-
mendous forward strides taken by socialism be-
yond what capitalism ever dreamed. o
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Towards the Emancipation of the Aborigines.

“No people oppressing other peoples can be free.”—Marx and Engels.

T is no exaggeration to state that there has

been a great awakening of interest in the
Australian Aborigines during the last two or three
years. Some weeks ago the Minister for the In-
ferior informed the newspapers that he had re-
ceived a flood of protests against the sentencing
to death of eight aborigines who had been
charged with the murder of two white men. We
can also recall the widespread opposition to the
proposal of the Lyons Government to send a puni-
tive expedition to Caledon Bay “to teach the
natives a lesson.” oK

To-day, & number of scientific, humanitarian,
religious, and working-class political organisations
are closely concerning themselves with the prob-
lems of the aborigines. FEven smug bourgeols
scholars, who have reconciled themselves to the
early disappearance of the aboriginal race, are
eager to see that they depart in peace.

Anthropologists and other observers have pro-
vided a considerable amount of literature dealing
with the mode of living, customs, and culture of
the natives of Australia. Their tribal systems
have been described. We know of their amazing
skill as bushmen and hunters, of their high de-
gree of intelligence, hospitality, and physical
strength.

But on the political and social problems of the
aborigines there is a great deal of confusion.
Let us, therefore, clarify some vexed questions,
and point the way to the emancipation of the
aborigines.

1. What is the Economic and Political
Position of the Aborigines?

There are about 60,000 full-blooded aborigines

in Australia. An expert estimate gives 1,000,000
as the population prior to the British invasion.
In Victoria, there are only about 50 aborigines
alive to-day. Compared with other regions, how-
ever, Victoria was never very thickly populated
with the brown people. It is in areas such as the
Coorong, in South Australia, once teeming with
game and fish, and inhabited by thousands of
natives, that the decline in population is most
tragic.
. The principal groupings of aborigines are now
in the Federal Government Territories of North
and Central Australia. As the prineipal industries
in these regioms involve work for which the
natives show some aptitude, their exploitation by
graziers (and others) is now part of the economic
life of the country.

The Commonwealth Year-Book tells us that
about 2500 aborigines (one-third of whom are
females) are in “employment” in the Federal
Territories. ly Arbitration Court
draws a “colour line,” because the standard wage
for these workers is 5/- per week. Two shillings
out of the five are paid  a “trust account.”
Trust funds which are not after six years
are confiscated by the Government,

However, it is incontestable that the bulk of
the aborigines in “employment” receive no wages
at all. M. M. Bennett, in “The Australian Al-
riginal as a Human Being,” says that the majorit,
of the aborigines are employed in the bush:
here “it is the practice for employers to o
to the constable-protector for a general licence
costing 10/- a year, to employ an unlimited nup,.
ber of aborigines without paying them.” Bleak-
ley’s well-known Report stresses the fact that the
natives have no alternative to accepting _
miserable conditions, as their hunting-grounds
have been invaded by stock.

These Federal Territories, then, together with
the Mandated Territory in New Guinea, constitute
the “Empire” of Australian capitalism. From

the slave labour of the natives are ground the
colonial super-profits of the Australian bhour
geoisie.

Furthermore, the aborigines, like the milli
masses of Asia and Afriea, suffering under |
pean and Japanese imperialism, are robbed
political rights. They have no representatio
Parliament, and no local government othe
what remains of their ancient tribal system
laws of which are not recognised by the A
tralian Constitution. The aborigines hav
right to own land.

They have an inferior posit
in courts of law compared with white men

15 there any “sanectity” for native womer
must submit themselves, whether marrie
single, as concubines to the white men.

A vast quantity of evidence is available on tl
first question. But without investigating furt
we can agree that the aborigines are oppres
and enslaved in a shameless manner unde:
tralian imperialism.

2. Has Imperialism Been Beneficial to
the Aborigines?

Earlier we have calculated the appalling shrii
age of the aboriginal population since the comin
of European “civilisation.” Perhaps no peo
whether they be the natives of the Belgian Co
or the redskins of America, or the victims of i
Spanish invasion of the New World, have
so systematically erushed and exterminate

Capitalism eame to Australia “dripping f
head to foot with blood and dirt.” The hist
of the British colonisation of Tasmania is souk
with blo,ﬂd_ﬁrStl}', the blood of the wvictims «
the convict system, and secondly the blood of
natives.

By 1847, capitalism had virtually extermin
the_ unique curly-haired Tasmanian aborigh
This erime was soon extended to the more [
of the coastal regions of the mainland. Th
natives who survived were impounded in m
stations.

Organised “shooting hunts,” poisoned wil
hqles, and cyanided meat soon decimated
tribes. Europeans the native women
spread ®yphilis and tuberculosis. Prostitution
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was encouraged by gifts of liquor
The “Queenslander,”gé-;/ 12/ 1877(;l re-
ich white man carrying a rifle tries
ev blackfellow he sees.”

the Western Australian Government
Royal Commissioner to report on abo-
inistration. The report sets out that
found to be chained by the neck,
and hammered by the police. The
ived a money grant for every native
Native prisoners were made to plead
e muzzle of a rifle.

the notorious massacre of natives of
n Territory, in connection with the
a dingo-shooter named Brookes, gave a
astration of the murderous imperialist
A “constable-protector,” who admitted
‘assisted to shoot 31 aborigines, was
hed” by a Board of Inquiry. Accord-
judge, “the police mowed the natives
tholesale.”

this year we have seen a number of
of natives, resulting in the victims being
into tropical gaols for breaches of laws
they are totally ignorant.

this second question, therefore, we must
the aborigines have been brought very
total annihilation at the hands of the
sts.

the Aborigines Doomed?

foreword to a popular booklet, “Black-
s of Australia,” by Charles Barrett, appears
ing statement by Theodore Fink, quot-
¢ Arthur Keith:—“‘The racial map of the
changing rapidly. In less than a century
. trace will be left of the race which domi-
the whole continent of Australia for tens
ands of years.” The verdict of bourgeois
proclaims that the aboriginal race must

true that the aborigines are dangerously
o extinction. But the bourgeois scientists
without the upsurge of the revolutionary
among the working class. History has
‘that where the working class succeeds in
ting itself from capitalism, it simul-
emancipates all oppressed peoples
jts territories. There has been no more
oly successful feature of the prole-
olution in Russia than the solving of
onal Question” (i.e., the liberation of
peoples). :
‘empire of the Czars contained scores of
nationalities. Kazaks, Uzbeks, Bashkirs,
, Yakuts, Karels, Udmurts, Chuvashes,
ians, Muldavians, as well as Jews,
and Esthonians, were facing extinc-
ilation at the time of the October
in 1917. Many of these peoples were
habits, destitute of education, and
ned in industry.
on halted the doom which threat-
ke the oppressed peoples of Russia.
ing the teachings of Karl Marx,
tge tasks of the Russian proletariat
tion of the formerly oppressed
along socialist lines, eliminating the
e of development. Under the
in, it is becoming “possible for
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the backward peoples to overtake Central Russia
in a political, cultural, and economic sense.”

The changes brought to the oppressed peoples
of Russia by proper medical and sanitary systems,
education, cultural development, political freedom,
collective farming, and stable industries, indi-
cate what Socialism offers the Australian
aborigines,

Bourgeois scientists who predict the extinction
of the aborigines, also reckon without the broad
sections of the population who are vigilantly
watching the treatment of the aborigines, and who
are exposing and resisting the worst of the at-
tacks being launched against the natives. The
growth of the anti-imperialist movement, which
may later develop into an international campaign
against the oppression of the aborigines, is a
vital factor for their preservation.

We must, then, reject decisively the bourgeois
theory that the aborigines are doomed to extinc-
tion. Even without Socialism, they may he saved
from extermination.

4, Are the Aborigines Capable of Social
Advancement?

Frederick Engels, in “The Origin of the
Family,” describes the social evolution of the
human race. He indicates that the ‘“Australians
and Polynesians still remain in the middle stage
of savagery.” The aborigines in their natural
environment had developed the use of fire for the
cooking of fish, game, and farinaceous roots and
tubers. They thus had a varied diet, and an in-
dependence of climate and locality which enabled
them to follow the course of rivers and coastlines,
and spread over the continent. Stone and
wooden implements and weapons were in use. The
development of simple domestic utensils, reed
baskets, nets, and canoes indicated the evolution
of the aborigine towards the higher stage of
savagery.

But the geographical position of Australia, and
the plant and animal life of the continent, acted
as a brake on the evolution of the aborigines.
“The superior development of Aryans and
Semites,” says Engels, “is, perhaps, attributable
to the copious meat and milk diet of both races,
more especially to the favourable influence of such
food on the growth of children.”

In Australia there were no native cows or goats
to provide milk; there were no beasts of burden.
There was no known indigenous grain which
could be cultivated. Once again, the production
and reproduction of life and its material require-
ments proved to be, in the words of Engels, “the
decisive element of history.”

But there is no longer any obstacle, other than
Capitalism, which condemns the aborigines to
stagnation in conditions of savagery. The Lenin-
ist policy of the Soviet Union has changed the
whole social conditions of races formerly living
in illiteracy, poverty, and bondage to the Czar.
National cultures have been preserved and de-
veloped, and scores of national languages printed
for the first time in history. Agrarian and indus-
trial technique has been mastered by these so-
called “backward” peoples.

Animals, food, machines—pre-requisites for the
development of the aborigines—now exist in
abundance. On this question, then, can we not
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determine that the aborigines, under a Soviet
Australia, would in time develo? rural and urban
industries, raise their cultural e‘[el, and become
completely independent of the white people.

5. What Steps Are Necessary to Achieve
Aboriginal Emancipation?

The bourgeoisie is not concerned with the eman-
cipation of native races. “We did not conquer
India for the benefit of the Indians,” said Sir
Joynson Hicks in 1925. “l1 know in missionary
meetings it is said that we conquered India to
raise the level of the Indians. That is cant! We
conquered India as the outlet for the goods of
Great Britain.”

Hicks was a Tory politician. A similar view-
point is held by the Lyons Government, which
has conducted an offensive against the natives,
and answers with its tongue in its cheek that the
natives are not ill-treated. Chicanery is the es-
sence of the Lyons Government’'s dealings with
the natives. It utilised a “Peace Mission,” organ-
ised by missionaries, to lure the Caledon Bay
natives to Darwin, where they were arrested and
brutally handled in the cells, At the time of
writing, the Government is planning a police drive
to capture more witnesses for the trial, despite
assurances that such action would be avoided,

The Scullin Labour Government effected no
changes making for improvement in aboriginal
conditions during its term of office. The colonial
policy of the Labour administration was exposed
at the time when Scullin deported a number of
political prisoners of Dutch imperialism who had
escaped to Northern Australia. Replying to pro-
tests against the deporting of these workers back
to the fever-infested Javanese gaols, the Federal
Government answered that they were merely
“continuing the policy of previous Governments”
in such matters. Four or five years ago, mem-
bers of a deputation to the South Australian
Labour Chief Secretary (Whitford) reported that
they had received an astonishing reply to their
request that a certain aborigine should be per-
mitted to reside in Adelaide and draw rations.
The native had complained that he and his sister
were thrashed at a mission station because they
refused to attend church services. Rejecting the
request, the Labour politician said, with cynical
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humour, “This man must return to his own kil
t -”

ryWe can accept the statements of Professor
Wood-Jones, that missionary activities among (e
aborigines have been a failure. The real natyre
of the mission work is seen in the case of the
“Peace Mission" to Caledon Bay. Here the natives
were “apprehended” (to use the expression of .
Federal Minister) by a missionary. The allepe
“murderers” were then “taken for a ride” to Diy
win, where they were handed over to the police.
Then the “holy” policemen returned to Melbourne
being applauded by Archbishop Head and othe,
upholders of imperialism. With few exceptions,
the missionaries cover up the crimes of imperial
ism against the oppressed colonial peoples.

But we must also realise that the sending of an
anthropologist to work among the aborigines, a5
urged by Professer Wood-Jones, barely touches
the problem. This plan might assist in gathering
scientific data. However, we already possess suf
ficient information to enable us to formulate 2
policy to save the aborigines, What is wanted is
not only more information, but political action to
prevent further oppression.

It seems clear, then, that the solution of the
problem of the emancipation of the aborigines lie
in the setting up of an autonomous aboriginal
republic, under the political leadership of the
Australian working class. This, in turn, is co
tingent on the formation of a Soviet Australia

For the immediate preservation of the aho
rigines we must depend on the rallying of th
widest support in a campaign having as its ob
jectives:—

(1) Cessation of hostilities against the al
rigines, whether by the Government official
police, the missionaries, or commercial
ploiters.

(2) The granting of full political and I
rights to the natives, including the right of tr
by native juries.

(3) Full trade union wages and condition
all native workers.

(4) The preservation inviolate of all nal
reserves.

(5) The provision of free medical, educatio
and cultural facilities to all natives.

G.1
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STUDENTS AND THE BALLOT BOX.

. In a few weeks, many of us will be taking part
in the Federal elections. What do these elections
mean to us?

They mean that we are being called upon to
play our part in the great fraud of “government
of the people, for the people, by the people.”

It has been very much easier for dominant capi-

talism to rule when it has been ahle to pers d
the people that they do the ruling., i

What, then, is the position of the student who
has seen through the parliamentary fraud? Can
the elections be tossed aside contemptuously No,
The advanced worker or student, while recognis-

ing Parliament as the basest capitalist decep!
nevertheless recognises that its tribune cun
used by real working class representative
expose the reactionary manoeuvres of th:
talist parties, and to bring forward th
questions affecting the masses of the peopl
looks back at the record of invaluable
done by the Bolsheviks in the reactionary |
Duma, by Karl Liebkneeht and Clara Zetl
the Reichstag.

Parliament is a base deception, but i
machinery can be most effectively used to e
its real character,



1934.
Medicine
a Russian becomes ill, the Government
something about it. In fact, the Gov-
already done something about it, for
a has decided that the health of the
is the concern of society as a whole,
Soviet Union is the one nation in the
h has undertaken to set up and operate
organisation designed to provide pre-
 and curative medical care for every man,
, and child within its borders.”
is one of the statements of the authors
Medicine,” Sir Arthur Newsholme, M.D.,
English Public Health authority,

hn A. Kingsbury, LL.D., formerly con-
of public charities for New York.

men investigated medico-hygienic ar-
nts in eighteen European countries, hop-
evolve a medical system which would com-
the best in each. Their investigation was
, and resulted in the formulation of a
- of postulates of a good medical service,
together with a summing-up of capitalist
services, appeared in their 1932 work,
e and the State.”

ed to the lawyer and doctor, having
d this task, to carry out a similar in-
ation in Russia; not that they expected to
| anything approaching the standards of the
1 previously examined. Such a wealth of
es, however, resulted from this after-
that they felt compelled to publish them
separate volume—“Red Medicine” (Heine-
mann, 1934)—which. because of their thorough-
less, 1s a valuable source of information.

How does the Russian system of medicine com-
with that in other countries? It is proposed
der separately and briefly (with “Red
e” a5 our authority on conditions in the
.) various aspects of the question.

al Conditions.

authors of “Red Medicine” make the ob-
that, as with social life, so with health,
¢ has become the central unit instead
e. Treatment of disease begins in most
at the factory or collective farm, each
has its own medical and nursing staff,
d special diet kitchen. Bach worker is
' at intervals of three or four months;
of disease are present he is referred

ution for treatment. Absentees, es-
frequent ones, are given special medical
Whereas in Melbourne the doctor must
the treatment in a race against time, in
the tendency is for the doctors to be
and to overdo rest and convalescence.
are made to a committee of doctors
s, who also decide on the sending of
to sanatoria and rest homes.

n from the above that preventive
precedence over curative in the
and farms, and a glance at working con-
ses this. The health of the workers
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in each factory is safeguarded by a committee
elected from among themselves. In spite of the
intensiveness of work in general in the U.S.S.R.,
due to socialist competition and piecework, over-
strain is quite rare, unlike what is seen in capi-
talist countries. Several factors are responsible
for this. In the first place, workers’ factory com-
mittees regulate the pace of work. Secondly, the
short working day and week are important. Seven
hours for ordinary workers and six for workers
in dangerous or underground occupations consti-
tute the working day, and every fifth day is a
complete holiday. Workers in injurious trades
receive 24 days’ leave annually, ordinary workers
12 days; during these vacations many of them
find their way to rest homes in beautiful sur-
roundings. The “shock brigaders,” the best
workers, are sent to Livadia, formerly the Czar's
Crimean residence.

In the third place, the earliest signs of over-
work or neurasthenia in a worker are noted by
the factory doctors, and the worker is sent to a
night sanatorium, where he receives special atten-
tion from the time of cessation of work in the
evening to its resumption next morning.

The recreation arrangements also call for some
comment. Sports and physical culture are very
popular in Russia—an entirely post-revolution
phenomenon—and since one-fifth of the workers
are on holiday every day, the 100 sports grounds
in Moscow, for instance, are always in use. Swim-
ming and boating are also very popular. Perhaps
most favoured of all are the “Parks of Culture
and Rest,” where most city workers spend their
evening leisure hours, and many their holidays
also. Here there are dancing, community sing-
ing, open-air movies, educational displays, and
gymnastics.

The last factor, probably the most important
of all, is the mental health and satisfaction of the
masses. In Australia and the other capitalist
countries mental unrest and dissatisfaction are
potent causes of mental and physical ill-health,
leading often to suicide and crime, among both
bourgeoisie and proletariat; among the bour-
geoisie, because of the nerve-racking inter-
sectional antagonisms, the antagonism of the
proletariat, and the glorious uncertainties of busi-
ness; among the proletariat, because of the in-
tense hatred of class injustice, of working con-
ditions, and therefore of work itself, bred in them
by the knowledge that they slave night and day
to fill the pockets of the bosses, who regard them
in no higher light than as quantities of labour-
power to be purchased at the lowest possible mar-
ket value. Conspicuous among the Russians is
the infrequence of mental ill-health; this must be
due to the removal on the one hand of the mani-
fold inhibitions arising from the ridiculous bour-
geois attitude to marriage, divorce, sexual prob-
lems, and the like; and on the other hand of the
stresses and strains of the process of making a
living in capitalist countries.
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Social Conditions.

trast is presented by the .S.S.R, and
cdl(:;ilt':iaits: (::nountries'gn their attitude to abor'tlor};
In Melbourne we speak of “criminal abortion,
and because of the natural operative risk most
abortionists become “murderers” at some time.
A woman with money who desires to conceal il-
licit relations may easily procure the services of a
professional abortionist. A poor woman desiring
the same thing, or to prevent a large family, has
but one course—to procure it herself or enlist the
services of a friend. The result is enormous
waste of life; it has been estimated that in Ger-
many 3-5 per cent. of women having abortions

e.
d]In Russia, on the other hand, the commonsense
attitude to marriage, and in particular to the rela-
tions of young people, is hardly co_mpatﬂ:[le with
<«i]licit relations.” Abortion is legalised, with ade-
quate safeguards, for perusal of which the reader
is referred to “Red Medicine.” : :

Many surgeons have specialised in abortions,
almost all of which take place in special divisions
of hospitals. The charges are nmever more than
£4, and are covered by insurance. The operation
is now a five-minute procedure, with a mortality
of 0.74 per cent. since 1920. It must be borne
in mind that intensive education is being ecarried
out in favour of contraception, into the possibili-
ties of which much research is proceeding, in an
effort to discover a simple but reliable non-
mechanical method. :

With regard to venereal disease, here again
enlightened capitalism should be ashamed of its
attitude. The official steps taken to eradicate
the disease are wholly inadequate, being limited
to the provision of clinics where an atmosphere
of furtive secrecy combines with the doctors’
roughness and lack of sympathy in a conspiracy
to instil a feeling of guilt and shame into the
unfortunate victim’s mind, often with the effect
of driving him away and preventing adequate
treatment. Public education is limited to notices
in public lavatories, the rest being left to racial
hygiene associations. The quackery which is rife
in capitalist countries rises to its greatest heights
in dealing with venereal disease.

The Soviet attitude is that venereal disease is,
like other diseases, a misfortune which must be
eradicated as completely as possible.

Statistics show a rapid decrease in the pre-
valence of venereal disease in post-revolutionary
Russia. This results from the working of several
factors, in addition to treatment itself. In the
first place, the workers themselves control the
anti-venereal provisions. The second factor is the
general liquidation of prostitution, which, as is
well known, is a potent factor in the spread of
venereal disease. Thirdly, the loosening of the
divorce laws has resulted in diminished casual
promiseuity and secret relationships,

Insurance.

The scheme of social insurance which has been
brought into existence in the U.S.8.R. differs from
that in vogue in a few capitalist countries, both
quantitatively and qualitatively. It has been esti-
mated that the equivalent of about 18 per cent.
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of the total wages of workers is paid out in ip.
surance. The actual amounts were about 100
million rubles (about £100 million) in 1927 apg
about 3500 million in 1932. Such a scope would
of course be impossible under capitalist conditions
where insurance, like everything else, is manage
for private gain, and the funds are derived
directly from premiums paid by the workers,

In the U.S.S.R. the workers do not contrib
directly to insurance funds. Each factory
institution has attached a Social Insurance B:
which receives contributions from the fac
funds, the amount being calculated by a e
mittee of workers on a per capita basis according
to wages.

The scheme provides for:—

1. Sickness.—Here full wages are paid while 2
person is sick, guarantined, or nursing :
person. Medical services, and free medic:
ment, including drugs, are provided for
ciaries, their dependents, and the unemployed. The
rest homes, sanatoria, and beds at health resort
are part of the insurance scheme.

2. Permanent Incapacity. — Payments
with the degree of incapacitation, and are lare
if the incapacity is due to industrial accident
disease. They vary from one-third to two- s
of the regular wage of the recipient. A simila:
system provides for dependent widows.

3. Maternity.—Manual workers receive = we
and non-manual workers 6 weeks’ rest on
wages before and after confinement. In addition,
special bonuses are given monthly for 9 months
thereafter.

4. Unemployment.

5. Old Age.—The retiring ages are 60 for o
dinary workers and 50 for miners and w
in dangerous industries. A pension is given equa
to half the wages received in the last year
employment.

6. Burial.

7. Accidents.

ute

Institutional Treatment.

If a worker is found by the factory docto
or in the course of a home visit, to need treat-
ment, he will be referred to a dispensary !
bulatorium, a poly-clinie, a special clinie, a genel
or special hospital, or a night sanatorium.

Dispensaries and ambulatoria are similar in
stitutions, designed for the ordinary non-special-
ised treatment of ambulatory cases (the gener
practitioner). Poly-clinics and special clin
also for out-patients—a poly-clinic appears
a combination of dispensary and special cli
is more frequent than are special clinics alone.
Special hospitals are not so frequent as are specia
divisions of general hospitals, under which system
better co-ordination is afforded.

In the Rostov Unitary Dispensary, ‘every
patient is exhaustively overhauled, passing
through all its departments. Furthermore, a nurs
visits each patient’s home to ascertain don
and working conditions of life and to a: :
for any steps needed for their improvement
With regard to hospitals, the authors ;
the cities visited by us, the general stan
hospital treatment appeared to be goo
found new hospitals, with the newest and




authors stress the “complete-
nt for co-operation between the
” and the “integration of pre-
ve medicine.”
omenon noticed by the investiga-
Me of quackery in the U.S.S.R.
ect criticism is directed at American
. for “the extensive use of inferior
tment and widespread self-medica-
‘eriticism is valid for Australia, and
I countries where private gain must
n motive of medical practitioners.

| Training.

there were no research institutes, and
institutes for medical training in all
n 1930 the corresponding figures were
34. The applications of prospective medi-
nts are sorted by a committee of fellow-
“whose recommendations come before re-
ives of (a) the administrative medical
(b) the professorial staff, (c) the Trade
nd (d) the student workers. Any favorit-
v exposed. Practical work commences
or second year of the course, and sub-
are devoted to work at hospitals
_¢linies. Every student receives an allow-
m the government, and extra pay for
hospital work done by him. In this aspect
compares very favourably with that
e, where the student pays exorbitant
Russian system compares even more
in the post-graduate courses of three
nonths offered free to doctors every three

| not be idle speculation if we hazard a
to what prompted the investigation made
authors of “Red Medicine.” Was it not,
or otherwise, the expression of the
anxiety of the medical fraternity when
diminished returns and sinking status?
now in England the general prac-
earning £5 a week has been fortunate,
same conditions are rapidly approaching
alian practitioners; in fact, already pre-
‘a number of areas. It must be remem-
the source of such conditions lies in
ed incomes of the workers and poor
and that, in consequence, the interests
eal men are intimately bound up with
hossible under capitalism to achieve the
tegration of all departments which

e Labour Club will probably

will be arranged so as to
le as soon as possible with
-e should be approximately £2.

hem!ghdtohurthtsone

organise a
1935, or at the most suitable time for th

d either the beach in the mountains. :
o y - leave plenty of time for recreation.

members of the Labour
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modern medicine demands. Our two investigators
get a faint glimmering of this in their criticism
of capitalist medicine. but they lose it again
almost immediately in their proposals for reform,
where, like all scientists visiting Russia who are
ignorant of dialectical materialism, the desire to
obtain similar excellent conditions in their own
country leads to impossible suggestions. How-
ever, certain of their proposals, which are all
definite, are partly practicable under capitalism,
and if brought into being by concerted action by
;tudents and medical men, would mean definite
improvements in the lot of both medical men and
masses. We cannot do better than quote the
authors: “The essential change needed is the ces-
sation of remuneration for each medical act, and
the substitution of medical work on a contract
basis.” “Group medical practice is only practi-
cable for the majority of the community if fees on
a low scale are accepted; and assistance is in-
dispensable from insurance funds, and from taxa-
tion of the general community.”

In Australia, the masses of the population are
provided with totally inadequate medical services.
Any medical practitioner or student will agree
that most illness goes untreated or only partially
treated, even for the rich, while prevention occu-
pies an entirely secondary position. Eighty per
cent. of medical treatment in the metropolitan
areas is done in public hospitals. Lodge practice
has been ruined by the mass unemployment. Most
practitioners are faced with a precarious exist-
ence; the same applies to students, but much more
certainly, since all but the poorest practices are
securely held, or have large waiting lists.

Some scheme of insurance, using funds raised
by taxation of the wealthy and by diverting the
increasing amounts set aside for war expenditure,
should be provided, so that the masses of the
people will get more adeguate medical services,
and. at the same time, medical men will at last
be assured of a livelihood.

Such reform, however, can do but little to alle-
viate the situation, and still less to prevent disease
_ the main causes of which lie in the economic
position of the masses, and are therefore greatly
increased by wage cuts, speed-up, and the starva-
tion rates of sustenance. Only under a socialised
medical system, which presupposes the replace-
ment of capitalist government by that of the
workers and small farmers, can these causes be
systematically eliminated.

—_MEDICAL STUDENT.

WILL YOU COME TO A SUMMER CONFERENCE?
conference to be held during the middle two weeks

ose who want to come to it. The conference

It will last a fortnight. Classes, lectures, and
Students interested should
Club Committee. The cost of the

Sydney and other Eniversity students want to come.
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Playing with “Possibilities™

A critique of Mr. H. Burton’s Social Democratic Apologia, “Reform or Revolution,” published in

the first number of

WE are about to enter a tomb—
do not ask what is it‘?'t—
us go and make our visi

{:JEta tosr;nb where REFORM or REVOLUTLION
looms in inkblack letters on a marble wall face
where under the quaint epitaph Herbert Burton
laid a social democratic credo to eternal rest (he
buried him in the March month of 1934), where
littered corpses stillborn lay about, where fond
father-mother Mr. Burton gazed on a dead child
and sighed, where a black-uniformed attendant
with “OBLIVION” on his cap said everything was
all right here, nothing moves, nothing ever hap-
pens here in this tomb of Australian bhourgeois
culture in the “AUSTRALIAN RHODES RE-
VIEW,” where Rhodes scholars buried their abor-
tions, and Mr. Burton was a Rhodes Scholar.

We somewhat dislike cauterising a cadaver, but
out of this anatomy of melancholy we may ex-
tract some good, rendering the occupation toler-
able with a little judicious formalin of frivolity
and afterwards cremating the thing in a healthy
dialectie blaze.

Here is the body:

“IJs our system of political organisation ade-
quate to carry through a revolutionary change
in a peaceful or constitutional manner ?”’

REFORM or

Here is the soul: it 519
“Is it ever justifiable to advocate organisation
to carry out ‘such changes by direct action?”

REVOLUTION.

THE FIRST INCISION—THE KINDEST CUT
OF ALL.

In debating the issue, Mr. Burton is so de-
tached. He always splits the casuistical hairs
according to the accepted traditions of academic
fair play. It is very futile play—the futile game
of a sincere intellectual incarcerated in a bour-
geois culturephobia asylum. While some stu-
dents of this university are the pop-eyed reflec-
tions of the private lives of Henry the Eighth and
Mickey Mouse and Bradman and Mae West, and
haven't got time to worry because some people
haven’t got enough to eat, Mr. Burton is inter-
ested in the vital social realities of his time. But
he is so detached, so impartial, so constitutional.
Millions unemployed, the rising tide of Fascism,
approach of World War, and the ever-surging
rhythm of the Workers’ Revolution come upon
him from afar, penetrating, as it were, a sub-
stratum of his consciousness. Mr. Burton does
not quite realise that the human struggle is a
life and death struggle, or if he did he would
probably characterise it as “unfortunate.” He
still plays on the liberal “democratic” har-
monium which so sweetly serenaded the working
class in the haleyon days of bourgeois expansion,
He has not fully digested later historical develop-
ments, such trivialities as—

the culmination of capitalist contradic-

“The Australian Rhodes. Review” :—

tions in the most destructive economic and socis]
crisis in history.

the most ruthless and barbaric attacke
on the toiling masses ever conceived, z

by the most frenzied, degenerate vea-
tionaries in a desperately disintegrating sy
and that Capitalist “Democracy” -
vealed itself as the most gigantic fraud that eve
deceived Mankind.

Mr. Burton simply blinks at these develon
ments rather vaguely, and, like all social reforn
ists and petit bourgeois democrats, helps to h;
notise large numbers of people into a somna
bulist march to Fascism. By blinding the mass
to the essential realities of a struggle apainst
class whose power is founded on force, th
democrats everywhere serve as capitalis
reliable flunkeys. Where they have he )
they have disarmed the workers and decoyed ¢
unprepared into the fascist ambuscades of
capitalist masters. The convtulsions rac
many, Spain, France, Austria, Ameri
China, and threatening the rest of the c:
world have taught Mr. Burton nothi:
perhaps that foreigners are very violent
tempered and irrational. We do not accu
Burton of not reflecting any more urgency
a pickled Tutankhamen — but his schol:
eclecticism, his myopic eclecticism!

Probe No. 1.

“The identification of the term ‘revolutio
the idea of ‘forcible overthrow’ in the mind of f
general public has been a most unfortunate «
velopment.”

Here is an element in a complex of
factors. Not “is it necessary?” but is it “g
or is it-“bad”? Mr. Burton is very cautious
concludes that it is “unfortunate.”

Probe No. 2.

_ Mr. Burton rather nebulously defines a
tion as “a fundamensal change,” dism
unfortunate idea of “violent overthrow.’ R
lutionaries would agree that “violent overth
1s not the essence of revolution.) But what
“fundamental change”? In what does a “fus
mental change” in human society comsist
suggest that it means this: A change in the =
relations between classes, whereby the powe:
a hitherto dominant class over the rest of so
is overthrown and transferred to another ¢
The essence of Revolution consists in a
class being definitely overthrown, and
class assuming dominance.

Probe No. 3.

Can the state be ultilised by a suppressed
to overthrow its master? This question in
a consideration of the nature of the state, :
ceeding which Mr, Burton apparently dee
unnecessary. The Marxist conceives the state
a product of the irreconcilable nature of
antagonisms, as an institution evolved




iss to insure that society shall not be
‘a sterile struggle, by forcibly keep-
e within the bounds of “law and
thus perpetuating the power of the
The overthrow of the dominant class
arable from the overthrow of the
of the State, the weapon of the

¢ of Mr. Burton’s argument is not a
. class antagonisms are irreconcilable,
ower of the modern state has so
from the social system which
that it can be used as a revolutionary
. Have the armed forces of the modern
to be controlled by Capitalism ?
the interests of the workers that the
i¢” American Republic shoots down
in California?
. in the interests of the workers that the
je” state under the Social Democratic
d the New Guard to form?
the interests of the working class that
“democracy”’ passes a Sedition Bill and
Hannington and other leaders of the
working class movement?
n the interests of the working class that
tralian “democratic” state bans working
erature and passes amendments to the
‘Act (1932) legislating working class
nts into illegality ?

in the interests of the working class
German state under social democracy al-

growth of Fascism? Is it in their
that this state imprisons Thaelmann and
and shoots down workers in their thou-
gaoling and terrorising hundreds of thou-
o ?

ﬁn. the workers of Germany, Austria,
, India, Nationalist China, etc., accom-
“revolution except by overthrowing the

italist state administers Capitalism, de-
demoeratic elements existing in it. The
ance of these elements in the universal
Fascism does not change the state in
sense; it simply reveals its true
as an instrument of the bourgeoisie.

a Leg.
ton quotes the Cromwellian wars as an
‘where a violent revolution was precipi-
t by the forcible resistance of the old
but by the perversity of the revolu-
The latter had achieved all the con-
reforms they desired, and went on to
gious changes. “The opposing parties
constitutional deadlock. The obvious
s to have dissolved Parliament and to
to the country. The blame, it would
is case, was with the revolutionary

should have dissolved Parliament and
. country”! That they were not yet
control of the army, that the king
trusted to preserve parliamentary
in the meanwhile, that his remarkable

those privileges led him to attempt

mbers of the House, and that they
ted all their privileges had they
in Mr. Burton's opinion, unim-
erations.

19

The religious question, moreover, was of tre-
mendous significance. The reactionary trend to
Catholicism was of more than ideological im-
portance. The bulk of the land-owners traced
their possessions back to the Reformation, and
for the trading class Catholicism meant not only
a revival of Marian fires, but also subservience
to a rival commercial power in the Bourbon Im-
perial Hegemony. :

So much for this academic distortion!

Another Leg.

“Ttalian fascism may be said to have succeeded
because some Italian socialists under the influence
of communist ideas abandoned constitutional
methods, and the Liberal Democratic government
was unwilling or unable to preserve constitu-
tionalism.”

The liberal democrats might have been “un-
willing or unable to preserve constitutionalism,”
but the social democratic leaders seemed quite
willing and quite able to preserve a state of
capitalist constitutionalism. When the Italian
workers, in a spontaneous rising, seized the key
factories in 1920, the obvious step of seizing
political power was neglected, because no inde-
pendent revolutionary leadership existed, and be-
cause the social democrats had beheaded the
workers beforehand, leaving them unprepared and
unable to deal with a revolutionary situation.

Into the Flames!

“Finally, the social democrat holds that force
is not a solution of social ills, and that it cannot
be successfully employed.”

Herbert! In Soviet Russia, 170 million people
are joyfully building a higher and happier civili-
sation. Can you point to a successful social demo-
cratic revolution?

“If the consent of the majority is gained, the
whole force of the State can be constitutionally
exerted to repress any class which endeavours to
resist the will of the people.”

The only states in history which have expressed
the will of the majority in this manner are the
Workers’ and Peasants’ State Republics estab-
lished in October, 1917, by the violent overthrow
of the Russian bourgeoisie. Social democrats,
supported by majorities, have only administered
the governments of capitalism.

Mr. Burton concludes with a rather ineffectual
invocation to the Australian government, calling
on it to suppress both the right as well as the left
extremists. He begs for more revolutionary re-
forms through Parliament, and urges the govern-
ment to grant more concessions to the working
class, especially in the way of facilitating propa-
ganda. He laments the fact that up to the pre-
sent the tendency has been toward right reaction,
and suppression only of the left. He thinks that
this is “playing into the hands of the commun-
ists,” by giving them grounds for saying “the
state is an organ of the propertied classes!”

We are reminded of a king sitting in the rising
tide, ordering the seas to recede. We are re-
minded of a prayer meeting that prayed for rain
for forty days and nights, and no rain came. We
leave Mr. Burton in the tomb sorrowing . .

—DAVID ARONSON.
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STUDENT NOTES

THE Melbourne University has not been un-
affected by the world economic crisis. As in
all the capitalist world the forces working for
radical change are gathering strength while those
striving to maintain the old order are marshalled
or are marshalling, so in the University the pre-
liminary battles are being fought.

In the University there are students armed with
an understanding of events, social forces, and eco-
nomic facts. There are many students eager to
Jearn how to interpret the events around them.
On the other hand, there are those who fear this
development, and oppose it. These are reaction-
ary students, many of them fascists in all but
name.

Between these two groups there is the great
mass of students as yet either barely conscious of
a world apart from their own immediate interests
or else bewildered by the complexity of life—
seeking a‘way out of the chaos. Many of these
are deluded by the myth of academic impartiality
which prevents any clear understanding of events,
inhibits all decisive action, and is impossible in
the eventful world of which we are a living part.

Academic “impartiality,” never attainable, is a
liberal conception which aids, more than any other
factor, the present growth of fascism in the Uni-
versity.

“Farrago”

N the Freshers’ Number of the “Farrago” there

appeared an editorial which called on new stu-
dents to think for themselves on the basis of their
own experiences, and not along lines dictated by
convention or teachers. It is true the editorial
was somewhat crudely expressed. It created no
stir in the University, but a fortnight later a
storm of abuse broke loose in the “Argus” against
the editorial, the editors, radical thought, the
Labour Club (of which both editors were mem-
bers), and “Proletariat,” going so far as to de-
plore that the “Communist Manifesto” and Lenin’s
“State and Revolution” should be prescribed as
text-books and on sale in the University book-
room.

Behind this attack were, notably, Mr. Nicholas,
of “Aspro—not aspirin” fame, the proprietors of
the “Argus,” and a small group of fascist-minded
medical students. They were ably assisted by
scorlrlae _rlnembers of the Students’ Representative

ouneil.

Mr. Nicholas and other big business men may
possibly give money for a new club house and
such things. This alluring possibility was the
real reason for the abject submission of both the
S.R.C. and the Professorial Board. The latter,
interfering in student affairs, recommended by a
narrow majority the dismissal of the editors.

~ The Labour Club failed to rally the opposition

expressed by many students to thi t
action. It cireulated a belated leafiot qn ot b

ject, but, as will be seen, the initial mistake of

inactivity has cost the students, and particular]y
the Labour Club, dear. ’

“Farrago” appeared as the organ of the S.R.C..
new editors were appointed under the strict cen-
sorship of the S.R.C. executive. Their first edi-
torial, on April 18, stated that though they “woulq
very much like to say some extremely rude things
to the daily press about minding its own busi
ness,” they would hold their tongues. “Farrapq”
was not to “become a bald chronicle, afraid to
voice even the semblance of an opinion,” bhut wa
to be the “only publication which gives student:
a weekly account of activities in which they are
interested, and also of those in which they are
not interested.” They said that the “attitude of
certain section that Freedom of Speech (in capi-
als) is being suppressed by dictatorial methods
by those in authority” was sheer “rubbish . ..
be treated with the contempt it merits.” Finally
“We have no intention of using our position t
administer castor oil to those who disagree witl
us.” And, as a foot-note—(“Wot larks!”)

This editorial showed clearly that the new o
tors (in actual practice, the S.R.C. executive)
were not prepared to put the Press in its plac
the policy of the S.R.C. executive, which ha
rigidly controlled “Farrago,” is that of subs
ence to the wishes of outside interests. The p
mise regarding “Farrago’s” contents was wo
nothing.

In consequence, “Farrago” has become “
chronicle” which omits to report meetings, som
times deliberately. It certainly publishes n
letters and contributed articles, for without
it would lack its best news. It gives biassed 1
ports of the meetings of those societies the S.It
executive does not like. Finally, in order to
up the space, its staff has to cull from the socia
world outside news of no interest to student

It will become plainer from these notes that
dictatorship of the S.R.C. executive, under w
the editorial position has been reduced to tha
press clerk, is motivated by the desire to keep
with powerful outside interests which may ¢
students a club house, ete., if they conform t
wishes of big business. This dictatorship, too
fostered reaction in the University, has don
best to stifle any activities not to the likin:
its masters. It is part of the general growt
reaction in the University — reaction base
fear.

Labour Club and Fascism

THERE is more support for the Labou:
among the students than ever before, but |
support is largely unorganised. It should bec
plain to students that if they are to preven!
overwhelming growth of reaction in the Ui
sity, if they are to fight successfully against v
pmparatans and faseism, to work towards
better society, then they must do so as an orga
ised body of students, not as helpless individuz




1934.

n activities have been directed against
had planned a series of lectufes on
ts of fascism, but these were aban-
e had to tackle the matter directly.
Santamaria used the P.Q.S. platform
the contention that fascism was revo-
, the Labour Club, both at the meeting
vigorously combatted this demagogy,
nt to deceive confused students. Egal
- Club’s secretary, later maintained in
m that fascism was not revolutionary.
ia was absent. It is significant that our
fascist theoreticians cling to Mus-
unning the more openly discredited
The essential identity of these two
of fascism is explained elsewhere in this
Significant also is Santamaria’s conscious
fjon of Lenin in order to discredit Com-
and the Soviet Union. Lenin wrote, in
Threatening Catastrophe” (1917): “War is
le; it puts the question with merciless
/ either overtake the advanced countries
- surpass them also economically, or perish.”
s black.) Santarmaria omitted the key
“also economically,” and declared that this
passage illustrated Russia’s militarist aims!
eidentally, one Radical Club study circle,
 the guidance of Mr. Santamaria, studies the
cal principle” at work in Italy.
e open supporters of fascism play upon the
ren ignorance of Italian conditions. But they
e not the main danger. This lies in the many
eories and “solutions” being presented to the
growing conseiousness among the students that
something is wrong with the world. The science
and engineering students, for instance, too busy
to take much part in affairs outside their work,
easily deceived by such plausible schemes as
s Credit, which claims to be a “solution”
ployer, technician, and worker alike.
failure of the N.R.A. has dealt a death-
to the theories of “planned economy’ under
ism, although there are not lacking in the
sity those who are willing to persuade the
s that this scheme, essentially fascist in
2y, was a radical one which has not failed.
n feeds on the confused discontent of
ver middle classes, to which most students
All who add to their confusion aid the
of fascism.
Melbourne University Rifles is the most
reactionary group in the University.
bers are, in general, fascist-minded. When
d to debate by the Council Against War,
made the verbal reply, “We are not a de-
society.” In other words, “We prefer
to arguments.”
Labour Club challenged the “Fascist with-
shirt,” Mr. W. & Kent Hughes, M.L.A., to
‘the proposition “That Fascism Can Solve
isis,” against a Club member (unspecified).
was a refusal “to be the Aunt Sally to
nist elub.” This is at once a confes-
e weakness of his case, and, at the same
1 fascist provocation.
Club has joined in the international
_against the Nazis’ imprisonment of
' by sending a protest resolution to
n Consul. ;
» sections of these notes will also have
say about fascism in the University.
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The Radical Club.

TWO past members of the Labour Club, both

social democrats, crept away from it and,
practically in secret, called a meeting by private
invitation. At this meeting the Radical Club was
set up “to promote in the University the study
and knowledge of Radical Principle in its social,
political, and economic application.”

We cannot say what the “Radical Principle” is,
but we are assured that radicalism is any thought
which aims at changing the present system, that
the Radical Club is strictly impartial and “does
not oppose any existing student club or society.”

We warn students that this credo of
academic impartiality, combined with a meaning-
less definition of “radicalism,” hides beneath it
—Fascism.

When Mr. Burton, in the best traditions of aca-
demic fair-play, organised the Radical Club, he
did not invite a single Labour Club member to his
private meeting. He, all unconsciously, organised
for the first time all those tendencies which are
more and more clearly drifting towards fascism.

We do not suggest for a moment that all those
who are attached to the Radical Club are of fascist
tendencies. Some have been attracted by its “im-
partiality,” others by the subjects it has dealt
with. But we maintain that the Radical Club
must, if it continues to exist, become more and
more clearly fascist. In explanation of this view
it can be pointed out that the fascist theoreticians,
who had been trying in vain for nearly a year
to patch up their differences and organise them-
selves, are now organised in the Radical Club,
and are conspicuously active in it. At the same
time it was no accident that Mr. Santamaria pub-
licly declared fascism to be revolutionary, just as
the Radical Club (of which he is an active mem-
ber) emerged from its secrecy. Since then Dr.
Mauldon, of the Commerce School (academic
branch of the Chamber of Commerce), has ad-
dressed a Radical Club meeting on “N.R.A., an
Essay in Radicalism.” Here he spread the il-
lusion that “a socially responsible economic order
is being developed. . . . 7 (We trust “Farrago”
has made no mistake.) The workers of San
Francisco have supplied eloquent testimony to
this. The Radical Club has also introduced the
students to another potent illusion—the nationali-
sation of banking—a cure-all with which the
Labour Party is attempting to soothe the discon-
tented workers.

What has been “Farrago’s” attitude to the
Radical Club? Tt welcomed the new club, featur-
ing its policy statement to the disadvantage of a
letter from the Labour Club repudiating “Far-
rago’s” description of the Radical Club as being
a breakaway from it. “Farrago” also hailed
Santamaria and Brodie as “radicals.” The pre-
sident of the S.R.C. is a staunch supporter of the
Radical Club.

This elub attracts and, if it continues to exist,
will attract students who are as yet vaguely con-
scious of social realities. It is designed to do
that. By its very nature it can do nothing but
confuse the issues it professes to elucidate. This
confusion must necessarily aid the growth of
fascism, and thus add to the effect of the openly
fascist propaganda in the Radical Club.
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l.'Wonthaggi

DURING the early weeks of the Wonthaggl
strike, the young miners set up a Sports and
Social Club to provide recreation. They ap-
proached the T,abour Club, which collected about
30/- in cash, some footballs and a set of boxing

gloves :

The Labour Club also sent a letter ‘expt_-tesmir;%

athy with the miners, accompanying it W

:y;a?:'eel !:}f 200 back numbers of “Proletariat” for
distribution. We then arranged for Mr. W. Stir-
ton, vice-president of the Miners’ Union, to ad-
dress a student meeting on “Why Wonthaggi is
on Strike.”

On June 18 he addressed a crowded meeting,
and his sincere, intelligent presentation of the
miners’ case won him the best applause we have
heard from a University audience. He briefly
outlined the whittling away of conditions in the
mine over the past years, the pin-pricking
methods of the Mine Management, its fraudulent
manipulations of awards, the bad conditions in
the pits—bad ventilation, water, speeding-up—all
Jeading up to the actual strike which started when
seven men, not sure of their rates of pay, re-
quested to use the 'phone before starting work.
Although this privilege had been granted for
years, it was refused them. All the men came
out against their subsequent suspension for re-
fusing to start work before finding out their rate
of pay. The miners then organised the conduct
of the strike, set up a relief system which pro-
vided better food for the miners and their fami-
lies than they get when working, and sent miners
all over Australia to rally support.

At the end of the meeting over a pound was
collected towards the relief funds.

The Public Questions Society then got the mine
manager, Mr. McLeish, to address the students
on the real reason for the strike. The manager
baldly contradicted Mr. Stirton’s statements. To
quote “Farrago”: “The major part of his address
dealt with the benevolence of the mine manage-
ment and the stupidity of the miners.” He said
if the men had grievances they had only to sig-
nify in the Complaints Books provided in the pits.
He did not explain that signing his name in the
book spells victimisation to the miner.

Mr. McLeish ranted about the strike being the
work of communists, ete., and demonstrated by
his illogical incoherence the desperate plight of
the management in the face of the miners’ soli-
darity.

_ At this meeting, unlike Mr. Stirton’s, no
time was allowed for questions; Mr. Falloon, In-
dustrial Officer to the State Coal Mine, followed
Mr. McLeish, and confounded the audience with
voluminous carefully selected statistics.

And what had “Farrago” to say about this?
Its reporters omitted Mr. Stirton’s meeting, one
of the largest for the year, It was subsequently
written up by a Labour Club member, whose re-
port was mutilated, Mr. Stirton’s statements be-
ﬁoi_nu;g“Fallegatgons." Wt;i:?n mti%ned about

his, a “Farrago” representative said t
to avoid libel actions. “Farrago!” Libe;a!;cvgmt:ﬂ
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On the other hand, Mr. McLeish “told us the
REAL reason” why. His ravings about commup-
ists were set in bold, black type. So is “Far-
rago” at the feet of the bosses!

This attack was effectively replied to by the
vietory of the militants in the union elections
held a few days later.

Alan Finger addressed a student meeting on
“Who is Right about Wonthaggi?” He analyse
the two speeches, which reflect the class struggle
in Wonthaggi very clearly, and pointed out the
significance of the Wonthaggi victory to Aus
tralian workers. Students should realise that
there is nothing exceptional in the methods
adopted by the management, the Government, and
the Press during the Wonthaggi strike.

When workers strike they do so to win conces
sions or to protect their conditions. All manner
of propaganda is used against them. In Won
thaggi armed force was not used—but it has
been used against Australian strikers in the past,
and will be in the future. When called upon to
strike-break, students should remember they are
becoming “scabs”—a nasty name given to a per-
son engaged in the foul job of breaking down
workers’ conditions.

The Labour Club has challenged Mr. McLeis
to uphold his case in public debate with W. Orr
the secretary of the Miners’ Federation. Whe
verbally asked to do this, Mr. McLeish reluctantl
accepted. The “Herald,” with protective pre
science, has announced his willingness to debate;
but we have not yet received any reply to
written challenge.

*Since writing this we have had a reply fro
Mr. McLeish. He says the return to work
Wonthagei has made the debate impracticable

The Council Against War

LAST year the movement against war I
University made little progress, for the
son that it was based upon student societies w
members in many cases were opposed to wan
in so far as war can be treated as an abstra
War is a matter of hard fact. Endless dis
sions on the causes of war, the rights and wr
of violent methods, ete., do not prevent a =
bullet being made, transported, or fired, w
such discussion is a spur to action.

At Easter, the Council Against War hel
conference at Frankston. Over thirty stud
under the capable and popular leadership «
mond Higgins, M.A., took part in the study
and discussions. These were remarkabl;
crete. Facts were used as the basis for «
sions, I}ot, as in most University discussion:
justifying pre-conceived ideas. As a result
confused ideas of the nature of modern w:
methods of combatting them were clarified
thusiastic arguments often lasted far int
night. The conference was a splendid succes

Its last sessions were devoted to, “What -
be done now?” and a plan was worked

Immediately on return to the Unive
weekly study circles were organised. These
been attended by forty students, and are now
tinued as a weekly diseussion group. Weekl)
tures were arranged.
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Day the Council had Major Brown,
rial Army, to address a student meet-
s was held after the official liberal-
official ceremony. The speaker quietly

the realities behind the Gallipoli cam-
 successfully overcame the initial hos-
most of the audience.

.W. is now at a critical stage in its ex-
So far it has been largely an academic
It has not yet developed the tasks de-
necessary at the conference. If it is to
growing it must develop these now.

students have not yet been brought into
with the movement against war. Many
, particularly in the S.C.M., vigorously
their anti-war sentiments, but fail to see
meaning of such facts as the cutting down
education grants at the same time as millions
are being spent for war. Most students have not

‘expressed their anti-war feelings. These in-
clude most of the science and engineering stu-
dents, to whom the C.A.W. must appeal.

‘The clearest way students have of immediately
showing their opposition to war, so that some-
thing will result to stop the drive to war, is to
demonstrate, along with the students in the Coun-
cil Against War, on August 1, the International
Day Against War and Fascism.

The Council Against War must become a Coun-
¢il Against War and Fascism, for these two dan-
gers are inextricably linked.

The attitude of “Farrago” (again the S.R.C.
executive) towards the C.A.W. is another example
of its subservience to business interests, to those
interests which are preparing for war.

‘When the C.A.W. protested against incorrect
rts in “Farrago,” the president of the S.R.C.
ade the editor to report any more of its meet-

 The warmongers have their ready helpers in
the University.

ident Democracy ?

activities of the S.R.C. executive, supported
in varying degrees by the more reactionary
ts in the University, are reflected in “Far-
,” whose recent history is closely bound up
| still wider attacks on student liberties.

wish to make it perfectly clear that we are
no personal attacks, although we realise
sersonal motives have played their part in
s been essentially a political attack.
wish also to make it clear that the attack
dent liberties is not one on the Labour Club
Council Against War alone. As the or-
expression of opposition to the aims and
 of Big Business these societies are stand-
brunt of the attack. We assert that the
being taken aim at stifling all real stu-
eism. This can be done most effectively
nirating on the two societies.

as a result of several simultaneous com-
from the Literature Club, the Student
Movement, the Council Against War,
Club, and Professor Agar, about “Far-
rts, the S.R.C. called a general meeting

?‘f students. This meeting was not advertis
Farrago,” and little 'was known about it.
On the day it was to be held, rumours were
carefully spread that the Council Against War
had arranged a coup d’état by which it was going
to oust the S.R.C. and elect a new one. Similar
rumours substituted Jews and Communists for the
Council Against War. The result of this care-
fully planned provocation was seen at the meet-
ing. This was “packed” with fascist-minded stu-
dents and their followers.
. The president, McAuliffe, occupied considerable
time at the outset of the meeting, in the less im-
portant technicalities concerning the date of
S.R.C. elections. Then the Publications Advisory
Board was abolished by vote of the meeting. (This
puts the control of the University magazine,
“M.U.M.,” into the hands of the S.R.C., in prac-
tice, the executive. “Farrago” has already suf-
fered that fate.) Then, when most of the stu-
dents, apart from the packers, had left for
lectures, the question of “Farrago” was raised.
McAuliffe made an erroneous statement about the
amount of “Farrago” space given to the Labour
Club and the Council Against War. Protesting
speakers were very badly received, and, to save
discussion, a motion of confidence in the editor
of “Farrago” was moved and carried.

At the subsequent meeting of the Council it
was decided to allow societies to report their own
meetings. There was no guarantee that these re-
ports would be published. At this meeting Mc-
Auliffe stated that he and McGregor, the return-
ing officer in the forthcoming S.R.C. elections,
had devised a foolproof scheme to avoid
“trouble”—possibly no one would be voting. (Was
this a joke?)

It must be clear that the S.R.C. executive,
backed by the most reactionary students at the
University, are concentrating power in their
hands. They hide their control of “Farrago”
behind the editor, whose name has not even ap-
peared on the past few issues. They have devised
a scheme of voting for the S.R.C. which is fool-
proof! They oppose the Labour Club and the
Council Against War; they oppose the S.C.M.;
they support the fascists; they support the Radi-
cal Club; they have the support of the least in-
telligent students of the University, and they
hope to consolidate their dictatorial position be-
fore students generally recognise what has hap-
pened.

STOP PRESS.

Students took part in the Anti-War Demonstra-
tion on August 1 behind the banner of the Uni-
versity Counecil Against War, and under the
slogans, “Scholarships not Battleships” and “War
Means Cultural Barbarism.” This is the first time
students have taken part in such demonstrations.
In preparation for it 2000 leaflets were circulated
in the University, and Professor Greenwood spoke
at a meeting on August 1 on “Science and War.”

On the other hand, the reactionary students
have displayed more open hostility. The Regis-
trar wanted to do all in his power to ban the
August 1 leaflet. Our reactionaries much prefer
the cultured larrikinism of commencement
parades to demonstrations against war.
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What We Propose

'I‘HE Labour Club points out these facts to
students so that something may be done
quickly. We call on all students to take full
advantage of their liberties in order to preserve
them—now!

We point out that:—

(a) The S.R.C. is a student representative body
only in so far as it is elected by a majority of
students. Therefore, all students should take part
in the S.R.C. elections.

(b) All meetings of the S.R.C. are open to all
students. We urge students to attend them and
see how the business is conducted. The S.R.C.
can hold meetings in camera. We demand that
no secret meetings be held.

(¢) All student societies can nmow report their
own meetings. We demand that if these reports
are unsuitable they be discussed by the editor
with the student submitting them; if unpublished
or altered, an explanation must appear in “Far-
rago.”

(d) All meetings of the S.R.C. should be well
advertised in “Farrago,” and on all notice boards,
and be subsequently reported in “Farrago.”

(e) The absurd regulations regarding canvass-
ing for S.R.C. elections should be abolished. They
are never honoured, and provide the pretext for
excluding candidates undesired by the S.R.C.
executive.

(f) The advice of the political police has been
sought by the president of the S.R.C. We de-
mand that such actions must cease. The demo-
cratic rights of students surely ensure us protec-
tion from such dastardly tactics!

The Labour Club also points out to students
that they are fleeced in the Cafeteria, where
exorbitant charges go hand in hand with very
low wages for the staff. Large profits are made
each year. We demand from the University
Union that the Cafeteria be run for our service,
not for profit, and that the staff shall be paid at
award rates.

Students should bear in mind the fact that the
remedy for the present situation in the University
is in their own hands. If the pressure of outside
interests, exerted mainly through the present
S.R.C. executive and its supporters, is to be coun-
tered effectively, only the students can do it.

Sydney University

TOARLY this year the Sydney University Labour
. Club cancelled its affiliation to the Austra-
lian Labour Party_. In doing this it went a long
way towards freeing itself from the influence of
those Club members who were using it to further
:%?i!‘ (ﬁwnﬁggrgamirﬁarélaipirations. Along with
1s disaffiliation the Club’s na
tr “Socizlist” Club. s
Since then the Club has made very definite pro-
gress. The hest evidence of this is the apple]ar-
ance, as its official organ, of “The Student,” an
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eightpage magazine, devoted largely to Univer-
sity affairs. In the first issue the Club’s mani-
festo appears. It is a clear statement of the
osition of most students under capitalism, ang
of the Club’s repudiation of all “tinkering with
the outworn system.” It contains the condemna-
tion of the A.L.P. as a party “which seeks to
maintain the present order.” The Socialist Club
has a definite programme for the Sydney Uni-
versity students — protection of freedom of
thought, speech, and expression, a greater share
of responsibility in University affairs. a consis-
tent struggle against war and fascism.

We creet “The Student,” and we hope our Syd-«
ney comrades will be able to make it into a regu-
lar student paper. Only then will it become very
valuable in organising students around its policy.

“The Student” is on sale in our University.
Copies may be obtained from Labour Club mem-
bers at 3d. each.

What of the other Australian and New Zeal:
Universities? We have heard nothing from
Zealand. A deep silence surrounds Brisbhane
Perth, but there are signs of developm ir
Adelaide. Can any reader put us into touch with
students in these universities?

The World’s Students

WE can do no more than very briefly i1
the very great development of student
tivities throughout the world.

In Germany, thousands of students have
deprived of the right and opportunity to
Thousands are living in illegality, takin:
part in the struggle against the fascist
ship. In Germany, it is commonly said, “The
days of science and analytical thinking are dead.’
But this is not wholly true. The successful
struggle of the workers, peasants, and stu
will release culture from its present bond:
revive it a thousandfold.

In other European countries, students a:
the front of the struggle against fascism. In
Jugo-Slavia, students barricaded themselves 1
the colleges of the Belerade University, and re-

sisted police attacks for several hours.

In England, at the end of last year, the Oxfor
University authorities sent a circular to eve:
fresher, urging him to join the Officers’ Trai
Corps, and enclosing its application form. The
Anti-War Movement countered this with anothe
circular calling students to a meeting to hea
case against war. As a result, several stude
were fined, one was sent down, and the Oct
Club, which had played a leading role in fight
the authorities’ ban on the meeting, was sul
pressed. The pretexts used were that poli
pamphlets “were harmful to the educational pt
pose of University life,” and were sponsorec
persons of ‘“‘irresponsible habits, and notor
seeking.” Military training has become
educational necessity in the eyes of Oxfol
authorities. Opposition to it is “harmful t

nd

dicate
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purpose of University life.” The
ed elsewhere in this issue shows
that British militarists are encountering
ance in Cambridge. -
the students are still in the front of
pgle against American imperialism. In
itself there is a nation-wide movement
the leadership of the National Student
Student strikes and demonstrations
b suppression of freedom of speech, against
ry military training, against reductions
larships, against negro discrimination; stu-
participation in picket lines, in organising
for striking workers—these are of every-
occurrence. The temper of the American
ent is best seen by quotation from the
‘“Student Review,” the national student
izine.
dents must continue doing what they can.
is the humble but not unimportant task
keting, collecting relief, helping at strike
ngs for strikes. These things we can do
ter and more frequently in the future than
the past.
! solidarity with the American working class
must not be of the slumming variety. Not an
Wﬂg excursion among the ‘depressed classes,’
ut the straight forward, unassuming unity on the
picket line and in the strike hall.

QITUDENT life in the Russian Socialist Fede-
~ rated Soviet Republic is never divorced
the industrial life of the community. This
the most vital factor in connection with it.

In the processions of May Day and of the
versary of the Revolution, parades of Kom-
s and sports clubs, the students join eagerly.
n when they are associated with the more
y academic courses of the universities, stu-
identify themselves with the plans of col-
e enterprises. It really is a matter of pride,
our and glory, to work for the fulfilment of
plans, one finds. No one, young or old,
confess that he or she takes no part in
eral enthusiasm or is too busy with per-
equipment to undertake ‘“‘social duty” as
hough study is regarded as a social duty

a matter of fact, almost every worker in
ot Union is also a student. I knew no
* woman who was not attending classes
e sort. Every large factory and plant
courses for the study of technical and
subjects; has literary, dramatic and
circles; and this year sport has been
the list of activities a young person is
‘to take seriously. The Supreme Council
cal Culture has opened training schools

viet Students
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“The student body on the prosecution of any
of its own struggles, faces the same bitter police
club as the striking workers. And the same
forces of reaction, war, and fascism that chal-
lenge the worker confront the student, not only
as a student, but as a future productive member
of society.” 1

The appearance of “Indlela Yenkuleleko, a
monthly radical magazine for African students
and teachers,” is another proof that the student
movement is growing in all countries. “The Road
to Freedom” holds out a clear line of struggle
for the native and white students and teachers
of South Africa. It is the work of Johannesburg
University students.

Nowhere has the student movement reached
such a pitch of development as in Japan, where
students in thousands are opposed to their war-
ring rulers. These have gaoled thousands of
students, but their struggle goes on with all the
more determination.

United in the struggle against war and fas-
cism, students the world over have contributed
to the establishment of a Student Committee
Against War and Fascism. 600,000 students from
47 countries are represented. The awakening
student world pledges itself to struggle in bond
of international solidarity against war, and
against fascism, the inciter of war.

in connection with many of the chief industries,
and supplies instructors for boxing, wrestling,
swimming, running, football, tennis, and all
manner of strenuous amusements.

During last summer, groups of students spent
their vacation on collective farms, helping with
the harvest. Men and women from the Agricul-
tural Academy of the Timiryazev Institute led
the way, working on the farms, reaping and
threshing, assisting transport and delivery of the
great quotas. During the day they joined in
every phase of laborious work in the fields, and
at night made merry with an accordion, singing
and dancing with the peasants. Sometimes dra-
matic performances were arranged, or discussions
on agricultural subjects. It is never difficult to
have a discussion, on any subject under the sun,
in the Soviet Union.

This vacation “subotnik,” a free offering of
labour, on the part of students—mnot only those
attending the Agricultural Universities, but
others from the Technical and Medical Schools,
as well as from the Theatrical Academies, em-
phasises the spirit and the desire of students not
to become in any way a superior caste, but al-
ways to maintain contact with productive forces
of the country to which they owe their educa-
tional advantages.
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few years a%o, stud%ritég at Tomsk,”
vart2, a professor of English at t
said to me after the ﬁrstgnight, “033
al students saw little of the practical
future profession. There have been
students graduated without ever hav-
on a plant. The great demand for
Stalinsk has to a certain degree ham-
studies of these thirteen students, be-
n they went for practical experience
nt, they proved of such value that it was
to obtain their release.
and Navolotski have already worked as
neers at the open hearth, and Salamatov
shift engineer on the blast furnaces.
ave benefited also as a result of their
1 experiences, of course. Titov has already
led tables for calculating open-hearth bur-
and deoxidisation. Salamatov has had a
book on ferrous metallurgy published. Pavel
ov did much to remedy one of the defects
e blast furnaces—excessive burning-out of
gas control valves. Three of these graduates
jobs waiting for them at Magnitogorsk;
will be absorbed here.” ¥
our students will not have to hunt for jobs?”
students never have to hunt for jobs.
k is waiting for them. Production is going
at such an amazing rate that skilled tech-
are being demanded everywhere. These
led technicians do not form a separate class,
in other countries. They are drawn from the
of the workers and peasants who have
special ability on the steel plant, or in
er industries.”
is was one of the most striking features of
life in the Soviet Union. That there was
any fear or doubt among students as to
they were going to do when they had quali-
Teachers, doctors, engineers, aviators, ar-
‘of the theatre, dentists, organisers of social
es, they all knew that as soon as their
es of study had been completed, places would
for them. They were working and look-
orward to perfecting the work of socialist
tion which time would leave in their

Komsomol slogan for 1934 is an indication
at: “To make the present generation of
people in the Soviet Union hetter educated
re cultured than any the world has ever

bers of the Young Communist League
nearly 5,000,000, and as the most brilliant
in all the professions and trades are
them, it looks as if the Komsomol slogan
realised. A Komsomol would refer you
records of the organisation to prove that
are always better than its words.

is Alive.

the student youth of the Soviet Union,
and culturally, is above the average
s in any other part of the world. It
to be. Nowhere else is the education and
of children so thoroughly cared for. No-
have students of the working class
anities for education and culture.
trade union organisations, students
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are able to hear the finest music and see the
finest expressions of dramatic art, usually beyond
the means of needy students in cther countries.

_ Literary circles in all the factories and univer-
sities, organised by the leading writers, foster
literary taste and talent. The most distinguished
artists, regularly and in turn, escort groups of
students and workers through the art galleries
and modern exhibitions of paintings, expounding
their theories of art and the graphic interpreta-
tion of ideas. Boys and girls showing any gift
for modelling, painting, or drawing, from their
schooldays, are encouraged and admitted to the
studios of sculptors and artists. The opera
schools train young singers and dancers. Stanis-
lavsky’s Academy of Theatrical Art and the
Meyerhold Academy prepare likely boys and girls
for the theatre, by a four years’ course of study
in dramatic construction, dramatic history and
literature, expression, and stage production.

“We have nothing like these institutions for
the study of dramatic art, in all its phases, any-
where else in Europe,” an English producer told
me.

The only conclusion to arrive at is that not
only is genius almost religiously appreciated in
the Russian Socialist Federated Republie, but an
atmosphere is being created in which it can
thrive and flourish. This is being brought about
by the campaign to insure mass culture—a deep-
ening and broadening of the knowledge and ar-
tistic perceptions of the people, a generation ago
illiterate, superstitious, and poverty-stricken.
Miracles of socialist construction have been ac-
complished; but in nothing is the method of
Soviet organisation so brilliantly vindicated as in
the youth growing up under its aegis.

—KATHARINE SUSANNAH PRICHARD.

[Part of a series of articles, similar to this, by
the same writer, appeared in the Melbourne
“Herald” and the “West Australian.” Publication
suddenly ceased, before the completion of the
series which had been contracted for. The Fed-
eral Government had brought pressure to bear
on the press proprietors, declaring that the
articles formed part of a book already banned in
Australia.

This stated reason is a lie. In the words of
Katharine Prichard herself: “People generally, it
seems, are interested to hear the truth about the
Soviet Union — but the Press and the Federal
Government are afraid for them to know it.”” This
is the real reason.

The columns of the press are always open for
attacks on the Soviet Union. The Government
does not then interfere. For the press, the Gov-
ernment, and the class which controls both, fear
the influence of unrestricted information as to
what is happening in the Soviet Union.]

WHO WILL WRITE?

We have received a letter from Victor Polakov,
Flat No. 1, Malaya Dmitrovka St., N.16, Moscow,
U.S.8.R., asking for Australian students to corres-
pond with Soviet students of the Moscow Avia-
tion Institute. Undoubtedly other students could
be reached through Comrade Polakov.
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PROLETARIAT

Fascism and Culture

WHAT is the position of the artist in the
modern worid? As the collapse of capital-
ism becomes evident, bourgeois artists grow
acutely conscious of the decay and disintegration
in the society they know. They witness the end
of a form of civilisation, but are unaware of or
unsympathetic towards the forces in society which
are at work to produce a new order out of this
chaos. Their merciless satire is di_recteld against
the contemporary world, and their minds turn
back towards the past and its institutions.

While original work has great difficulty in get-
ting published, literature becomes very profitable
for hawkers of material sufficiently neutral or
crudely sensational to be easily commercialised.
Critics become the lackeys of publishing firms;
and whatever reception a work of genius receives
is eclipsed by the habitual superlatives accorded
to the latest shoddy novel. In time, of course,
this continued hoosting defeats its own ends, and
the public learn of the latest “masterpiece” with
indifference. “They place all books on the same
level, as if it were a matter of soap or pharma-
ceutic products,” Henri Massis complains in his
“Ten Years After.” He is amazed that the war
has created nothing, only a froth of sensational
literature, foisted on to the public by the elabor-
ate advertising machinery of publishing firms.
Under capitalism in the stage of its decay, the
sincere artist, refusing to pander to that myth of
publishers, “the public taste”—that is, refusing
to blunt the edge of his penetration or coat his
bitterness in a sentimentality that will make his
work palatable reading for old ladies and univer-
sity professors, survives in spite of society per-
ha%)s, if he is lucky enough to win support among
a few.

The poet, Ezra Pound, realises that capitalism
not only cannot make use of the economic re-
sources and mechanical inventions at its disposal,
but involves a wastage of artistic talent. He adds,
however, in his article, “Murder by Capitalism”:
“Mussolini is the first head of a state in our time
to proclaim gquality as a dimension in national

_production.”

Here is where the phrase-mongers of fascism
play their part. Fascism seems to offer a change,
a return from the blatant commercialism of the
age. The growing discontent among intellectuals
with the present system provides a ground for the
sowing of fascist ideology. The neo-humanists
talk about a return to a “healthy” mankind, and
for this to be brought about they look for the
leadership of a “strong” man.

It becomes obvious, however, in examining the
work of bourgeois writers over the past several
decades. that the ideology of Fascism did not
spring from the brain of Mussolini, to be dissemi-
nated by him and his followers after attaining
power, but grew up more or less contemporan-
eously in the majority of European countries,
manifesting itself with most violence when the
bourgeois class found its democracy too unwieldy
to cope with intensifying class antagonisms, and
had recourse to more open dictatorship.

Fascism sought to cover up class antagonisms
behind its talk of “class harmony” and “class col-
laboration,’ and fostered hatred for foreion
races, particularly the Jews, in an endeavour to
create a war-like spirit; above all, it sought to
compel the allegiance of the whole people to the
government of the bourgeoisie by the spread of
various forms of mystical doctrine concerning the
state. According to the Italian philosopher, Ce
tile: “There can be no knowledge which is not
national.” All knowledge bears the imprint
one’s personality, and “concrete personality
nationality.” And what does nationality consisi
in? Not in anything so mundane as common
language, history, or territorial boundaries. “If
is what we put within this concept that gives co
sistency and reality to the concept itself; it
act of spiritual energy whereby we cling to a
certain element or elements in the consciousn
of that collective personality to which we feel w
belong. Nationality eonsists not in content, vwhicl
may vary, but in the form which a certain content
of human consciousness assumes when it i
to constitute a nation’s character.”

The development of a mystical conceptio
the state is not peculiar to the ideologists of M
solini’s Italy or Hitler’'s Germany. The Fren
critic, Julien Benda, in his book “The Treason
the Intellectuals,” exposes the role of the s
theorist in contemporary society. “It w:
served for our time” (according to him)
hold thinkers, or those who elaim to be such
did not submit their patriotism to any cont
their judgment.” As the most striking ex:
of this, he points to Maurice Barres, one
leading writers of this century in Franc
the one who has probably exercised the o
influence there. Barrés began as an ultra-
vidualist, something of an anarchist, a c
sceptic expressing the melancholy aroused In
spectacle of decay. Gradually we see him
his individualism, or rather adapt it to the
of his career. Like Eliot and others, he se:
escape from intellectual nihilism by mergin:
self in the culture of the past, but his late:
betrays still his basic disillusionment. 1In
see all the characteristics of fascist literature
elements of aggression and disintegratio
reflect a dying culture forced to defend itself v
brutal violence. He makes himself the dei
of French culture as opposed to “German h:
ism,” a rabid advocate of “revenge.” B
fury against the corruption in the “democ
parliamentary institutions of the Third Rep
resembles remarkably the fulminations of
against the Weimar Government, and his
is pervaded with a typically fascist-decaden
light in blood for blood’s sake. (“Blood. Pl
and Death” is the title of one of his books.)

Contemporary English literature, too.
examples of the individual in revolt who =
or later adopts a more or less fascist outloc
the hatred of the present and fear of the [
that is expressed in the works of the Lawr
the Huxleys, the Eliots, Fascism makes a de!
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criticism of existing society is en-

e. Lawrence turns away from it
and yearns back to the civilisations
d Tuscany. Huxley warns us against
his novel, “Brave New World,” de-
e society that is apparently his
L communism, but contains all the
ts of bourgeois society in the stage
7. Eliot clings to a tradition that is
h than English, to “royalism, classic-
Catholicism.” The return to medieval-
acteristic of bourgeois culture at this
The swing towards Catholicism accom.-
swing towards Fascism, the armed de-
the bourgeoisie. Prof. Irving Babbit
the position:

oice with which modern man will finally
d, it has been said, is that of heing a
or a Jesuit. In that case (assuming
Jesuit is meant the ultramundane
) there does not seem to be much room
tation. Ultramundane Catholicism does
Bolshevism, strike at the root of civili-
In fact, under certain conditions that are
partly in sight, the Catholic Church may
5 be the only institution left in the Oec-
t(ii;aﬁ can be counted on to uphold civilised
4
Catholic Church, together with the other
es, is undoubtedly a powerful force against
sm; but we may wonder what oppor-
or even what desire it would have to pre-
ne upsurge of barbarism from the entirely
direction. The cult of foree, of war and
the contrasting of the “man of action”
inker (as if one necessarily excluded the
s already prevalent in hourgeois litera-
Artists and students are filled with an in-
sense of social uselessness—they are
in a social vacuum, their work produces
has no effect on society, The German,
Spengler, in his “Decline of the West,”
out that the time for great intellectual
ments is past, that “unfruitfulness marks
n man of the modern city-state,” that
isation has reached the stage when it has
except for men of action, for imperial-
the type of Cecil Rhodes. “Expansion’” he
S not as the result of economic causes, but
‘kind of mystic docm which Western ecivili-
n of this epoch must fulfil or perish. A great
the work of Rudyard Kipling glorifies the
and the Empire-builder, expressing a typi-
: vinist belief in the superiority of the
jueror and the importance of his task in
his culture to the benighted “lesser
Wwithout the law”—a bhelief Fascism has
ly adopted.
fascist and semi-fascist countries of
cing part in open-air work or joining
‘Storm-troops provides students with ex-
escape from the intellectual futility
ina life and a fictitious sense of
es Of course, from the point of
bourgeois-class, they are performing
- useful function, but fascism depends
ction on appealing not only to “mere
but on giving students the illusion
r “society as a whole,” and ob-
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seuring the nature of the state in language of
mysticism. The student, conscious of the limita-
uons of bourgeois knowledge, and seeking a basic
unity behind its various branches, falls a prey to
pseudo-scientific race-mysticism, and in his devo-
tion to the state pursues the anti-cultural aims
of the ruling class.

For as the position of this class becomes en-
dangered, it necessarily suppresses those artists
who expose to a too clear light the contradictions
and absurdities of existing society. In the years
following the war, disillusioned intellectuals
found expression for their hysterical and in-
coherent revolt. The outcries of the Beverley
Nicholses and even the Erich Maria Remarques
had a fairly enthusiastic reception in the bour-
geois world; they had nothing positive to express.
But in Germany, where the process of disintegra-
tion was particularly swift, the ruling class soon
had recourse to violent measures in the attempt
to arrest it.

All intellectual activity is potentially dangerous
to a regime whose aim is to preserve the existing
form of society by force and at no matter what
cost. The scientist will naturally become discon-
tented with an economic system that eannot make
use of his discoveries or allow him to carry out
his experiments, because the economic resources
of the country are lying idle instead of being
available for the general good. Whether or not
the society of the near future is doomed to de-
struction by war must interest any creative worker,
artist, or scientist, since he works essentially for
the future. Beside the workers, it was particu-
larly at the intellectuals, known or suspected of
having working class or pacifist connections, that
the violence of the Nazi terror was directed.

More than 800 scientists were forced to leave
their positions.

Professor Hans Bluntschli, who held the chair
of anatomy at Frankfurt, who did not bear the
stigma of being either a Marxist or a Jew, had to
resign and leave Germany because he had “ap-
parently belonged to a pacifist organisation.” Dr.
Felix Bonheim, a member of no party, was im-
prisoned and refused legal aid because he had led
the German group of the League of Doctors
Against Imperialist War. Because of his work
for peace, Albert Einstein, the world-famous
physicist, was forced to flee, a price was set on
his head, and his works burnt in the bonfire at
the University of Berlin. At the famous Univer-
sity of Gottingen, the most prominent professors
were driven out. Denunciation and grabbing of
academic posts became the order of the day. Fritz
Haber, the greatest German chemist of to-day,
whose discoveries, more than those of any other
man, probibly helped Germany to hold out so
long during the war, was ironically compelled to
resign his post. A number of scientific institutes,
as, for example, the Research Institute for Social
Questions at Frankfurt-am-Main and the Institute
for Sexual Research, were closed and pillaged by
Nazi vandals. Leading jurists, leading psycholo-
gists were dismissed.

The crowning act of barbarism was the burn-
ing of books on May 10, 1933, in the square be-
tween the Berlin Opera and the Berlin University.
It is not surprising that the works of prominent
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If the Nazis are to use
Marxism as a terrifying bogey, it is undesirable
that the people should have a c&mn_ce of studying
it at first-hand. But the books which were burnt
or suppressed in Germany included such classics
as the entire works of the poet Heinrich l']alr_\e.
and various writings by Lessing, Voltalrg, Ein-
stein, and Freud, Scarcely a modern German
novelist of any standing whose works were not
destroyed—those of the brothers Mann, of E. M,
Remarque, of Jacob Wassermann, and, of course,
those of Léon Feuchtwanger, who has drawn i
merciless picture of Hitler in his novel, “Success.”
The works of liberal historians such as Mehring
and Emil Ludwig were also suppressed.

And what can Fascism put in place of that
which it destroys? In Germany its productions
scarcely rise above the puerile effusions of Dr.
Gébbels, In Italy, where it had more favourable
conditions for establishing its rule, the dramatist
Pirandello, whose work is not immediately dan-
gerous, and the philosopher Croce, have been able
to exist. But these are isolated geniuses, and
do not form a part of any cultural renaissance
that distinguishes Italy from any other of the
bourgeois countries, despite the manifestoes of
the futurist, Marinetti, The best work of
D’Annunzio, the best-known Italian poet of recent
decades, a more flamboyant Italian version of
Kipling, belongs almost entirely to the pre-war
era. Iascism cannot provide for the spread of
culture any more than it can solve its difTiculties
in the economic sphere, since its raison d'étre is
the protection of a system based on private pro-
perty.

On the other hand, it is clear, from the experi-
ences of the Soviet Union, that only the abolition
of this system by the revolutionary working class
can produce a society in which the universal level
of culture may be raised, and in which the crea-
tive forces lying idle under capitalism will have
opportunity for expression. —A. Y. PALMER.

Marxists were burnt.

PROLETARIAT

International Literature

Had it been possible to include her article on
“International Literature,” the final statement of
the previous writer would have become plaine

“International Literature” is the bi-monthly
publication of the International Union of Revaly
tionary Writera, A very limited supply comes
to Australia, and it is esgential to order it from
one of the workers' bookshops,

This mapazine ig filled with literature, short
stories, extracts from novels, poems, sketches,
evaluations of past masters like Balzac, analyue
of contemporary literature; all of which expresse
vigor and purpose, It deals with the literature
of a clags growing conscious of its mission, and
its power to fulfil that mission, Stories of
Soviet life, of the Chinese Red Army's strugples,
of the speed up in an American factory, of il
legal activities in Germany, reflect the growing
strength of the workers’ movement,

New perspectives have been opened up in lite
ary art. The hopeless futility of the bourgeoi
artist is answered by living creative literary a
l.ivity-—full of the energy of present struggle, and
of hope for the future,

Students wishing to read “International Litera
ture” should apply to Aileen Palmer, at the
University.

Writers interested in revolutionary literatur
are asked to eommunicate with her through th
editors of “Proletariat,”

Note to Contributors.
All unpublished articles will be returie
with explanations and eriticisms,
Necessury.,

wlhiel

SEX AND CENSORSHIP

We have received from G. W. R. Southern, of
Sydney, a copy of his book, “Making Morality
Modern—A Plea for Sexual Reform on a Scien-
tific Basis Addressed to Working People.” The
book deals with a number of problems relating to

“sex in a frank, open manner,

A full eriticism of the book is impossible here,
Marxists will find many points with which to dis-
agree. Nevertheless, the author is a staunch sup-
porter of the Soviet Union, Incidentally, he con-
cludes by mentioning “Proletariat,” and recom-
mending it to a wider publie,

. The most important point we have to raise here
is the relationship this book has to the rigid cen-
sorship imposed by Australian governments.
When the author sent his page proofs to the
Postal Department, he was cnrgly nformed that
the book was not fit for transmission by post.
No reason was ﬁwen. Hence he was compelled

to print and publish the book himself
would take it on, A-nﬁ?.é;: 'ﬁ?n;’::l?f

1 can now claim to have achieved that enviable

atate which used so to baflle me as a child—"Th
in one, and one in three, In short, 1 am th
author, the publisher, and the printer.”

The Australian ruling class is so afraid of u
enlightenment which might threaten its ¢
that its censorship has forced Southern to thes
extremes, The lesson is obvious for the whol
working class. It has felt the hand of rigid polu
cengorship already. To avoid the tightening
its grip it must increase its struggle aguin
hourgeois reaction,

This book on sex is a serious attempt at =olvin
a great problem. It may be that the authos
method i8 not correct, But it should be permitte
free expression. ‘“‘Proletariat” joins in the chor
of protest against this action of the Government
and demands further, full freedom of the Pre
and transmission by post for all working cla
literature!

Mr, Southern will gladly post a copy
book to any subseriber at ursina,ry letter rate

Alddren: Moran Street, Mosman, New Soulh

ales.



1932, Franklin D. Roosevelt was
office. The election was accom-
more than the usual eruption of
that particular brand of patriotism
alism,” which serves to conceal the
dictions in which each national
xtricably involved. The New Deal was

y the people wanted a new deal, but
the cards stacked against them. After
eventful fifteen months, the President
upon a sea much more amenable

aging waves of industrial and agrarian
which he has left, unappeased, behind
al Johnson, chief administrator, has
the failure of the plan.

NEED FOR A PLAN.

 attempt to impose a plan upon the tradi-
“rugged individualism” of the U.S. is surely
rtant stage in the history of capitalism.
) the crisis broke; the legend of per-
prosperity and expansion was rudely shat-

analysis of the resulting economic convul-
may be divided into three sections.

Industrial.
spite of constant reductions in the prices of
mption goods, sales were diminishing and
accumulating. The fundamental cause of
lay in the basic forces of capitalism—in-
productivity accompanied by a decreas-
tity of operative labour necessary for
n. Between 1919 and 1929 the output
ustrial worker rose by 51 per cent., while
number actually in employment fell by 6 per
Curtailment of sales necessitated a stop-
in the production of capital goods, resulting
closing of the outlets for investment capital.
jsation at home could not aid the absorp-
commodities either in the weakening home
or in foreign markets where American
met the severe competition of Britain and
, driven by the same forces, but with pros-
hanced by the depreciation of their cur-
The Government was confronted by a
ng volume of unemployment—in March,
7 millions, for whom there was little or no
on for relief.

rarian.

income of the farmers alone had fallen
000 million dollars in 1929 to 5000 mil-
s in 1932; their total debts to the banks
were estimated at 12,224 million dollars,
h an annual interest charge of over 600
ollars had to be paid.” (Roosevelt Il-
, P 19.) The disastrous fall in prices, and
eculative rises in the cost of manufactured
had so reduced the standard of living
ers that they were in a state of actual
bankruptey.

I
credit system on which much of the
of the country depended had become
Thousands of small banks, an
1 in modern finance, were compelled
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to close their doors; the repercussions were
:prmusly felt even by the larger financial institu-
10ns.

THE N.I.LR.A.

Through the plan the President was invested
with emergency powers, “as if America were in-
vaded by a foreign foe,” enabling him to control
finance, industry, and foreign affairs for the dura-
tion of two years. “History furnishes no similar
transfer of powers by a democracy on such a
nebulous indication of how the powers would be
used.” (Judge Beeby, “Argus,” Feh. 17.)

1. Industrial Reform.

_ In general, the aim was to increase the purchas-
ing power of the working masses in order that
production might be stimulated and a new round
of industrial activity commenced. Employers and
leading organisations in each trade were to meet
and decide “codes of fair competition,” with mini-
mum wages, maximum weekly working hours, and
a rational utilisation of productive machinery.
Contravention of codes was to be punished ap-
parently by boycott and the scorn of a patriotic
nation. Although, at one fell stroke, anti-trust
laws were removed, the codes were not to en-
courage monopoly or the unfair domination of
big business over small enterprise. The “class
struggle” was to become an unreal Marxian fabri-
cation. The administration promised that com-
plaints by labour organisations would be duly
respected, Upon failure to set up such con-
ditions, the code was to be supplied by the Gov-
ernment. Moreover, there were also provided
“planket codes” covering many industries in case
the employers, abusing their new-found privileges.
failed to realise that a return of profit depended
upon a prosperous and contented working class.
Workers also gained the right of organisation in
unions of their own choosing, and the benefit of
collective bargaining with employers through
their own representatives. While these negotia-
tions were being carried through, the unemploy-
ment situation was to be temporarily assuaged by
the sharing of existing work between employed
and unemployed. More men would thus be put
on the national pay-roll.

Industrial disputes were to be settled by the
erection of arbitration boards composed of dele-
gates from labour and capital. To initiate general
recovery, there was to be inaugurated an immense
scheme of public works with a fund of 3300 mil-
lion dollars.

2. Agrarian Reform.

The plan of restricting production and the pur-
chase of surplus stocks from Government funds
had been initiated during the Hoover regime. This
principle was not fundamentally altered, but sup-
posed modifications were introduced in order that,
with the aid of suitable propaganda, the appear-
ance of revolutionary change might be presented.
Compensation for limited production was to be
afforded by the imposition of a processing tax
aimed at restoring purchasing power fo the
farmer. Two thousand million dollars’ worth of
Federal bonds were issued to farm mortgage
holders in exchange for the mortgages, the far-
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: becoming the debtors of the Govern-
m% bore the responsibility for default.

3. Financial Reform. b

Upon the first shattering wave of crisis, an
enormous number of small banks pas out
existence; those whose stability had enabled them
to survive the first impact were strengthened
by state credit. The gold standard (a bul-
wark of prosperity) was abandoned. In order
to prevent the flight of gold abroad, its
export was forbidden, and the necessity of
fulfilling contracts by payment In that
metal was removed. This, combined with a pro-
posed devaluation of the dollar by 50 per cent. by
means of inflation, enabled the exports of the
U.S. to compete on more equitable terms with
those of foreign countries. As it is indeed with
all nations in the advanced and now senescent
stage of capitalist development, the foreign mar-
ket iz an essential condition for American pros-
perity on account of the grand scale of her manu-
factures and the huge surplus of primary pro-
duets with which she is burdened.

Since the setting up of the Reconstruction
Finance Corporation by Hoover in 1932, the Gov-
ernment had been granting enormous subsidies
to the larger banks and had engaged in huge
schemes of public works in order to stave off
imminent disaster. Now, with the advent of “re-
covery” measures, the question of budget deficits
became compelling in its urgency. Therefore,
Roosevelt brilliantly fulfilled his promise of better
times by producing the Economy Act, which was
expected to reduce Federal expenditure by 600
million dollars a year. The repeal of prohibition
also restored a lucrative source of revenue.

THE FAILURE OF THE N.LR.A.

In this section an attempt is made to state
briefly the results of the N.L.LR.A., and to analyse
the causes of its now obvious failure.

1. Industrial.

The existence of accumulated stocks and the
efficiency of the existing machines were sufficient
to satisfy temporary improvements which were
brought about by the wave of optimism accom-
panying the promulgation of the plan. But the
great majority of the unemployed depended for
their livelihood upon industries producing capital
Eopds——m:m and steel, ships, railway equipment,

ridges, etec. An expansion of heavy industry,
however, could hardly be expected, since it was
already heavily over-capitalised, and the produc-
tivity of the plant, both of that actively engaged
and of that lying idle, was enormous and capable
of meeting all possible demands for many years
ahead. The plight of the manufacturing unem-
ployed was as precarious as ever.

B ;rfb?:ﬁm thaé ttlile difficulties were almost
insu , even ose responsible for the
codes had honestly endeavoured to justify the
faith which the masses of workers, of every class,
had placed in_their supposedly superior wisdom.
m i:ad:. Business, o that it had suc-

placing designs upon the
statute full use of the glorious oppor-
=

enforcing, through a
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ministration, the conditions of employment which
ministered exclusively to its own advantage.

Moreover, the American Federation of Labour,
whose counterpart exists in every capitalist coun-
try, demonstrated its allegiance to the employing
class, by cheerfully collaborating in the subjection
and degradation of the general mass of workers,

Worst of all, the working class speedily dis-
covered that the privilege of forming free trade
unions was indeed an empty one, for the only way
of organising them was by strikes and active
resistance, which were condemned as crimes
against the “state.” However, the hunger-dri
masses of American workers have seen through
the reactionary and compromising policy of
Federation, and are now fighting desperately
against rifles, machine guns, and tear gas in orde:
to gain the elementary labour rights granted t
them by the Act.

In view of the effusive declarations of the Pre-
gident on the introduction of the plan, it is
strange that the “Herald,” July 11, should pul
lish that unionists are refusing the mediation of
Federal administrators until they are granted
“pnion recognition and collective bargainin:
provided under the N.LR.A.”

In 1923 it is estimated that 2564 strikes
curred. A new purpose and strength, rising fi
below, has risen to give mortal combat t
rationalisation and starvation tactics pressing
down from above. This new determination =&
itself in the resolute opposition to the Old Labour
Leaders, Who Have Sacrificed Themselves T
The Cause, but who have inadvertently got the
terests of Labour and Capital rather mixed. |
feared that the steel for this new type of strik
which links political demands with those i
ately economie, spreads with lightninz
and demonstrates unwavering solidarity \
supplied by the Communist element “financed
Moscow.”

In order to forestall the organisation of
unions, there were set up company unions
nated and controlled by the industrial barons.
net result of the industrial revival was a fz
20 per cent. in real wages, for in reality y
out that minimum wages became maxi
wages, maximum hours became minimum hou
and the Administration was besieged by re;
of the violation of codes: “Experienced”’
ployers found it easy to evade the codes by ¢
means and intimidation of employees, or
openly to refuse acceptance of them.

Even if the conditions of employment had
followed, there was no guarantee that susie
for any length of time would be provided
to insecurity of tenure and the vast army wal
for jobs. The statutory reduction of hours
week was, in actuality, still further reduced o
to the necessity of sharing jobs; thus milll
starved and half-starved workers, on accour:
this “stagger-system,” have found, not relie:
the promise of happiness, but poverty,
tion, and despair— very position to
in Germany. Such “re-employment,” noug
effecting “cheering improvements in statist.cs

- of a system which
offer only a few hours’

ven

work per week at ru: :
wages to a destitute population.
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ild labour, pitiful product of com-
dly been affected by the codes.
s Perkins, U.S. Secretary of Labour,
“Don’t let us fool ourselves that
- slbeﬁn al};olished.”
.agle has become, not the badge
but the badge of shame! o

ion of produce scheme clearly
the inherent impossibility of at-
plan under existing economic con-
spite of Government supervision there
who received compensation for limit-
and also reaped the additional benefit
g above quota and selling at the tem-
proved prices. The ever-present fear
were evading the restrictions induced
iolate the plan, and so accelerated the
of failure,
essing tax, even if it favoured the
was duly transmitted by the manufac-
the form of inereased prices of consump-
Is—thus the consequence was a deteriora-
the already calamitous standard of living
classes of workers, industrial and agri-
. The resulting decrease in the urban
for farm products deprived the primary
of their transient benefits. “The
;. 28/10/33, sums up the position:
t ve been given for crop reduction, six
1 pigs have been destroyed, large sums lent.
ne cases prices are scarcely higher than
s ago, while retail prices have rapidly
. . . the farmer seems to be the for-
nan under N.R.A.”
ering of mortgage rates is of no prac-
e to the farmers, for they must now
Government what formerly they were
unable to pay at all; the Farm Relief
‘does not aid those for whom it was osten-
istructed, but serves to disguise the
subvention to banking capital.
in spite of this riot of nation wide
n, production of wheat cut by 20 per
million bales of cotton destroyed, six
‘hogs slaughtered, and innumerable other
left to rot, the situation of the farmers
Jeless as ever. And this in the face of a
multitude of city workers!

cial.
distinguishing feature of the great
of theories of the trade cycle is their
proach to the problem. Concurring in
tion” offered by the credit theory, the
sought to restore confidence and set
e stream of investment by devaluation
lar and embarkation upon a vast scheme
constructions; but the plan, in spite
ary wave of desperate optimism, f:yled
e the individual investors, especially
ous sums were being spent on
ament—the war budget being the
> history of the country.
of innumerable small banks has
_greater accumulation and centralisa-
I in the hands of a few major banks
organisations in close co-operation
ial capital. A financial hegemony,
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logical in view of the forces working within the
economic system, but frightening in view of the
immediate condition of the American working
class, has been created. Yet tyranny breeds re-
volt, especially when innumerable workers are
armed with a potent weapon—a correct analysis
of the economic situation.

The explanation of America’s abandonment of
the gold standard is to be found in the state of
foreign markets.

The table of exports from the United States,
the United Kingdom, and Japan shows the situa-

tion:—

Monthly U.S.A. LK. Japan.

Average, Mil. dollars. Mil. £ stg. Mil. yen.
19249 - 430 61 175
1931 . 198 32 93
1932 . 131 30 114
sd L L 109 29 135

(1st half)

—(Taken from Roosevelt Illusion, p. 40.)

Still harnessed to gold, and “burdened” with
enormous stocks of that commodity, the adverse
trade balance called for immediate attention. Such
facts clearly reveal the nature of Roosevelt’s ‘cur-
rency depreciation programme—it is merely a
manoeuvre, under cover of the N.LLR.A., to regain
a profitable share in the world’s markets, and
leading to further intensification of imperialist
rivalries.

The construction of public works has given an
opportunity for the introduction of forced labour,
with its now common accompaniment, starva-
tion wages. Moreover, the millions of dollars of
greenbacks issued in exchange for Government
securities and the enormous loans to industry will
influence prices only if such inflation money can
actually be utilised in production—and success in
this direction is negligible, almost impossible!

The continuation of the crisis offers a very
threatening challenge to the solvency of the state,
and the very structure of capitalism itself.

CONCLUSION.

One must view the N.I.LR.A. in the perspective
of history, in the light of the historic develop-
ment of capitalism, The “planning” peried of
capitalism is a significant indication of its decline;
upon the destruction of the world market, atten-
tion is focussed again upon the home market, and,
the chaotic nature of the system being revealed,
the ery is for a plan—“planned capitalism”—a
contradiction in terms, for the very essence of
capital is to expand and win profit. Thus the
growth of national chauvinism, inter-imperialist
hatred, the logical purpose WAR—a desperate
“resolution” of capitalist contradictions. One may
eain quite a deal of cynical amusement from a
dissection of these plans—thev ingenuously pro-
pose to raise wages, and at the same time to
increase profits, to reduce rents, to augment the
returns of the big land-owners. And yet, since
such a utopian settlement is impossible, one class
must stand to win—and it does: its gleaming
blades pierce the gentle fog of propaganda—the
armoury of the big industrialists and land-
owners. National schemes of rehabilitation are a
confession that the existing social and political
arrangements are no longer an appropriate strue-
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ot ~f 61“ - ic economic forces which deter- terror, an intense concentration of capital in the

hands of a few financial and industrial barons—

mine them. i

But the amazing thing about these reactionary
schemes is the support given to them by the 0Old
Lahour Leaders Who Have Sacrificed Themselves
for the cause—Citrine and officials of the English
Trade Union Congress, Green of the American
Federation of Labour, and our own Mr. Lang, w},w
proudly declared that the props of Roosevelt’s
policy were planks of his own platform. How
gratified they must feel at the success of their
far-seeing policy! !

The N.L.R.A. has solved no problem, for it
cannot: the results are precisely those which have
been sharply brought forward by Hitler’s bloody

a weapon which will bring extermination to the
hand that wields it!

Construction is the title, the reality is destryc-
tion, both of men and machines—under capitalism
the name of Plan is a euphemism for starvation
and the wilful destruction of wealth.

—ECONOMICS STUDENT.

[Editorial Note: We regret having had to cut
this article because space is limited. Statistics
proving various statements have been omitted.
Readers should consult “The Roosevelt Illusion,
by Emile Burns, for further material.]

NOW THEY ARE MADMEN

IN the course of my life I have seen many extra-
ordinary machines. [ have seen Morgan cranes
which make a game of snapping up enormous
ingots and looms which stop instantly when the
thinnest of threads is broken. 1 have seen a
machine with an iron hand and an invisible eye
which makes sure that cigarettes are placed with
precision in their boxes, and automatically cor-
rects the slightest inaccuracy. 1 have seen
machines capable of determining the freshness of
eggs, the exactness of intricate calculations and
the tone of the human voice. Long ago machines
ceased to astonish me. But I have lately seen
one which confounded me. It was by no means
at first sight that I was able to understand its
secret.

We expect more from machines than from man.
A machine cannot excuse itself on the score of
poetic temperament or unstable character. It must
be reasonable. When I finally grasped the mis-
sion of this machine I was not pacified and I
resolved to consecrate to it these lines, which I
hope will prove worthy of it. When commencing
a tale, it is usual to go far back into the past,
so I will begin, not with the machine, but with the
sea.

It was a sea of the North, a hazy sea, dotted
with the sails of fishing smacks. The women of
the coast villages still wore old-fashioned Dutch
head-dresses, There is nothing surprising in this
—the sea was Dutch and fishermen caught the
justly celebrated Dutch herrings. Besides, the
fishermen smoked clay pipes and rode bicycles.
They disapproved of innovations, but they did
sometimes dream of automobiles. They were
worthy sons of their country, as enterprising as
Sir Henry Deterding and as wooden as the native
windmills. In the ordinary course, windmills
would have disappeared long ago, but there exists
in Holland a “Society for the Protection of Wind-
mills.” Thus the fate of a windmill somewhere
near Alkmaar is more secure than that of a
native in a Duteh colony. Nothing menaces the
windmills. Men oceupy themselves with the sea.

Holland is the country of traditions and of pro-
gress. It has accustomed itself to make war on
the sea, and it does not wish te rest on its past

. So the project of dryi its
was born. It was y c:lgulawzdui?:

many acres of land would be reclaimed and hov
many herrings would perish. The enterprise pro-
mised well, and so men marched to the sea. The
newspaper of the Government Party, wh
modestly called itself “The Party Against Revol
tion and Anarchy,” declared: “We will show that
if the Five Year Plan is possible, it will not be i
a country where the mob is unchained, but only

a civilised State.” In order to drain off the se:
extraordinary machines were created, but it
not of these machines that I write.

The fishermen were accorded indemnities. The;
pensively nicked their pipes. They traded thei
boots for tractors. They forgot the “royal her
rings” and began to discourse on the great m:
of Duteh wheat called “Wilhelmina” in ho
of the queen. At the accelerated pace of histo
the daughters of the fishermen exchanged t
head-dresses for hats from Amsterdam. [rer
who produced the Russian film “Magnitogorsk
was invited to perpetuate the victory of man
the elements, From the sea had been gain
many thousands of acres of excellent arable la

Everything had been foreseen—the net cost
romance of the screen, and even the preserva
of the old national head-dress; there were ca
histories and exhaustive calculations. But o
gray and foggy day, one new figure came to
the others: in the granaries of the
630,000,000 bushels of wheat rotted for lack
purchaser.

Wheat is not a head-dress, it has nothing
fear from the caprices of fashion, it is necess
for everyone, always. But men showed I
selves to be more stupid than machines.
miscalculated. Year after year they planted
and more wheat in Canada, Australia, Arge:
Stocks rose, prices fell. The growers were ru

On the first bit of redeemed ground a D
pastor celebrated a Te Deum. . . . “caus
wheat field to flourish.” Across the ocean
ministers blessed a fire; they blessed fir
because there was too much wheat in the
it had to be destroyed. However, in Holla
the earth conquered from the sea, men
wheat. And what would you wish these
trious Hollanders to do? They couldn’t
their land! They sowed, secretly hoping °
bad harvest. The erop was good. The:
sought means to destroy it.
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wise economists say there is too much
the world this is not to be taken liter-
“all these millions of bushels of “sur-
there are still to be found enough
and empty stomachs. However fast
of grain in the elevators increased, the
jdle and hungry grew still faster. Un-
e millions of Chinese writhed with hun-
ut that has relation to ethnography or to
t. The Produce Exchanges quoted the
price of wheat. Banks failed, farmers
At the Rome International Conference
s from forty-six states undertook the
“the organised destruction of wheat.”

v wished to uphold the market price of wheat:
olution was to feed it to the cattle . . . the
ed grain would provide fodder for cows.
was a magnificent cultural advance, but the
oy of eosine is only the prologue of my tale.
Phe tale itself will come soon.

So cows throughout the world began to eat ex-
cellent wheat. They ate the wheat and produced
pilk. Men made butter with the milk. Besides,
men ate steaks and roast beef. It seemed that a
happy solution had been found, if not for the
yws, at least for men. But once again figures
interfered, and here I am constrained to stop to
consider the mysterious nature of these figures.

There are statistical figures that specialists
study. They help them to arrive at decisions.
They are indispensable to orthodox economices. They
provide explanations and perform other valu-
able services—these are tamed figures. But there
are other figures which resemble wild beasts.
For example, there is a journal sold in Monte
o which contains neither telegraphic news,
, nor items. One simple thing fills this
sheet: long columns of figures. Half-
amblers read this journal from beginning
nd—they find the numbers which “came up”
roulette the previous evening. These figures
no purpose except to recall to memory past
But the players always try to discover
den meaning of the figures. Gamblers
be humoured, but what are we to say of
rld of wheat and coal, of copper and but-
cotton and leather, where people who seem
sober and who are supposed to have good
tremble superstitiously and become infatu-
vith a mass of figures no less incomprehen-
fatal ?

d still another fizure fell upon them: there
many cattle—too many cows, too many
too many calves.
ner times the Danes raised wheat. They
enough to retreat. They realised they
compete successfully with America. In
there was virgin land in profusion and
inhabited little islands. They could
h only by great effort and intensive
They decided to raise cattle and pigs.
ained their end. In this cruel and
world Denmark seemed to be a happy
little white house among the shade
peasants drank cocktails and rode
.~ It was fair to expect them soon

to be drinking champagne and owning little
planes.

The figures took a hand: the depression began.
As formerly, in the churns, the thick cream was
refrigerated; as formerly, the swine, being family
people, each accounted for a dozen tender little
pigs; as formerly, at the slaughter houses the
dying bellow promised many juicy beef-steaks.
The betrayal did not come from the beasts; it
came from men: other countries stopped buying
the “surplus” of the Danes.

Nowhere else had cows as sweet a life as in
Denmark. Generally speaking, Denmark is a
pleasant country. The people are good-natured,
the houses clean and the verdure so rich and fresh
that almost any farm could serve for the Biblical
Eden. Men did not lead too bad a life there,
but the cows were especially well off. Four years
earlier I was in Denmark, and from the bottom
of my heart I more than once envied these melan-
choly creatures. They lived in luxurious barns
equipped with running water, both hot and cold.
In summer they wandered in pastures fresh as
park lawns; they were surrounded with respect
and love. There was a personal note book for
each cow, wherein were recorded all the details
of her life.. If she lowed out of season or if she
ate a very little less than the quantity specified,
her masters, full of solicitude, hurried to the
telephone—and from the neighbouring town came
a veterinary, grave as a professor.

Now the veterinary is disturbed much less fre-
quently. Is it worth while to pay for such care
when butter and meat are so cheap? TIs it even
worth while to maintain these beautiful creatures
whose value has so mysteriously diminished?
England, Germany, France, the entire world
has reduced the importance of butter. The mar-
ket price of butter has gone down and down.
Only recently it was liquid gold which flowed
from the udders of cows; now it is more like
plain water. True, if the cow is an extraordinary
producer, it is worth while to occupy oneself with
her, but unhappy the cow which slackens in its
zeal_one leads it no longer to the pastures, but
to the abattoir.

And it is even worse with regard to meat. Ger-
many loved Danish meat. At first it was the
unemployed which caused the importation to
waver. Millions of Germans substituted potatoes
for beef. Then, questions of state policy inter-
vened. The National Socialists declared that in
reality Schleswig was German. In Schleswig,
cattle were raised for slaughter. The Germans
stopped buying meat. They wished to strike
Schleswig, if not in the heart, at least in the
pocket. The frontiers were closed. Economists
gravely declared that there was over-production
of meat. The Danes grieved. What to do with
these “surplus” cows?

They decided to prepare potted meat, but
Argentine was found to be in the way. In this
Argentine there was too much of everything: too
imuch wheat, too much wool, too much meat.
Argentine sold its potted meat at a price hardly
more than the net cost of the container. The
Danes found no market for their preserved meat.
What to do with their cows?
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In a town on the island of Laaland, I saw the
eulmination of capitalistic civilisation — farmers
leading young and healthy cows to the slaughter-
house. They were eté'ne brown cows of ‘Denmark,

iversally esteemed.
ﬁen requsirred to develop this remarkable breed.
How many countrymen at the four ends of the
earth would these “Brunendes” have delighted!
They were led to the slaughter-house ar},d the re-
ceiving clerk noted briefly: “to destroy.

The price of meat fell day after day, and to
stop this the State undertook to destroy cattle.
At first, the sick cows—this was explained on the
ground of care for the public health. Then weak
and aging cows—this was said to be to raise the
quality of the meat. Now they were destroying
young and perfectly healthy cows and there were
no more explanations. Newspapers said nothing.
Butchers and the veterinaries said nothing. Each
week five thousand head of cattle were quietly
destroyed.

Six per cent. of the four quarters passed to the
manufacture of soap and for other industrial pur-
poses. The remainder was burned up. They
burned up the pot au feu of the poor, the family
roast. They burned up these things because, if
one is to believe the distinguished economists in
this miserable, half-starved world, there is too
much meat!

However, at Naksor a “rational utilisation” of
meat has been thought up. It is not destroyed; it
is “converted.” It was at Naksor that I saw the
machine which impressed me so profoundly. In
the midst of a great din the machine transforms
the flesh and bone into paste. The paste is then
boiled and pressed. Finally, in place of sides of
beef there are a number of flat, earthen coloured
cakes—and in this new form the beef is devoted
to the fattening of hogs! So then, a remedy for
the erisis has been found: it is only necessary to
kill cows to nourish swine!

The key to the riddle of so mysterious an in-
dustry is that English housewives still buy lard
and bacon, and they like the Danish product. But
the English are a whimsical race—they will eat
only the flesh of white pigs. The bacon and lard
of spptted’plgs is in no way inferior, but because
of this British fancy, spotted pigs are pariahs in
Denmark—they are not worth half as much as
their white cousins. .

One must not get the idea, however, that the
porcine race has escaped the world crisis. Its
price has sunk and its export diminished. The
Danish hog raisers receive special cards giving
them the right to sell so many pigs a year. With-
out a card a pig is worth less than half as much
as with one. Newspapers carried announcements,

For Sale: Export Cards for Hogs.”” Breeders
speculate with these cards instead of with live

pigs. :

Week by week, England is reducing Danish ho
imports. The English consider Danish bacon th%
best in the world, but there are the dominions to
be thought of. It is necessary to take into ac-
count not only the quality of lard, but the claims
of New Zealand. Perhaps the l‘ﬁnglish frontier
will soon be as tightly closed against Danish hogs
as the G@,rman frontier is closed to Danish beef.
And then? Then the procedure will be to destroy
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the hogs which for the moment fatten on the
flesh of cattle. f X

Observe, then, this tragic round of the capi-
talist world. They dry up the seas to sow wheat.
Then some of the wheat is destroyed and some is
used for cattle fodder. Then they destroy the
cattle to make food for hogs. Surely some enter-
prising man is already developing a plan for the
#rational utilisation” of hogs which the Danes
will begin to destroy to-morrow.

The farmers seek something to replace the
cattle and hogs. Their pertinacity and love of
work are indestructible. They have turned now
to the cultivation of apple and pear trees. They
plan to sell their fruit abroad, but for the present
the trees require all their time. There is a plague
of insects. One can struggle against insects, but
the time is near when the growers will be at-
tacked by the senseless figures—like those on the
roulette wheel. Then it will be in order to destroy
the valuable orchards!

Nowhere is the blind, destructive force of capi-
talism so striking as in the small, well ordered
country of Denmark. Each foot of ground i
coddled like a flower bed. The inhabitants ar
accustomed to work early and late. The pig-
geries resemble clinics and the farmers are i
close touch with the latest developments
science. In this country there is no longer ar
illusion of general prosperity. Certainly heret
fore life there has been better organised and le
difficult than in Germany or England. But tl
Danes now appreciate to what extent their wi
fare is linked to that of the whole world. Ths
waves are submerging this happy isle. The Dan
have not as yet known hunger and destituti
but they have already experienced something e
more bitter: work in advance condemned to frus-
tration.

For any man the spectacle of sound milch ¢
being destroyed is insupportable. I have seen
sad grimace which twists the faces of municij
veterinaries. I have seen the mournful visa:
of workmen near the enigmatic machine.
not simply the destruction of wealth; it is vand
ism. To all, the ignominy of it is evident—:
gestive of the destruction of books by the d
moniac Nazis. Human accomplishment is thu
annihilated, and no enlightened person can
template this without repulsion.

Something also enters into the destructio:
food which is not less shameful. I will not sj
of those famished wraiths I have passed in
streets of Berlin and Manchester. 1 will 1«
only what I have seen in the relatively prosj
ous countries bordering Denmark. In Sweden
the region of the forest exploitation, I saw
sands of unemployed who eat meat only tv
three times a year. I saw at Kramfors w
in the cellulose factories whose only food c«
of oat-flour, potatoes and herrings—meat |
yond their means. I saw at Trondhjem
ployed sailors and longshoremen. They ha
bearing of seafaring men, proud and self-w
They are forced to beg the few pennies !
sary to keep themselves alive. Of course
eat no meat. 1 myself know very well ©
hunger is, and it was frightful to see witl




