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ALCHURINGA |

RE dit vl & Bl

Many people, especially Aborigines, have long
awaited the birth of a magozine that would state the
true facts of the Aboriginal situation without fear, favour,
or official censorship.

This is the task that “ALCHURINGA" attempts to
fulfill. Supporters of truth are scarce. Truth makes enemies.
Truth hurts. Truth is embarrassing. That is why even
Aborigines who know what the true facts of a given
situation are, will publicly deny it to avoid discomfort.
We have some recent examples of this both at Purfleet
and in Sydney. Despite such denials, we feel that the
task of this magazine is to present what facts are available
and to hold to those facts until proven wrong.

Prior to the Prime Minister's Australia Day statement denying land rights to
Aborigines, | received several indications from older members of the Aboriginal
community that they were deeply concerned about the denial that was obviously
coming. With this in mind, | approached Michael Anderson, Billy Craigie, Gary Williams,
Gary Foley and Tony Koorie and instructed them as to the need for a permanent,
peaceful demonstration outside Parliament House. | further stressed that the Aboriginal
land claim was easy to dismiss because it had never been defined. Because of the
potential back-lash from the “security to tenure” threat to white property, a bogey
gleefully used by politicians, | urged them not to moke any statement on land
until a legal definition had been arrived at, on the basis of consultation with the
Aboriginal people. They agreed to thi§, and | went ahead and arranged for a
union to supply funds and a car for the trip to Canberra.

R e

ELTD.

Parole restrictions have prevented me from visiting Canberra to keep sense
amongst the Embassy. Several of my oftempts to go have been refused. As soon
as it was set up, however, “professional”’ Aborigines from all quarters swooped
on Canberra and there helped Michael Anderson to fall into the political trap that
had been laid for the Embassy. Undoubtedly, no-one there could’ve read the full
text of the Australia Day statement, or, surely, they wouldn't have been so stupid.
They released a version of the Aboriginal land claim that was perfectly designed
to strengthen the justification for land denial. The claim for “state rights for the
Northern Territory” and “ewnership of certain areas of certain cities” is particularly
damaging. Mot only is it loose waffle, but it could well kill the Aboriginal land claim
for another generation.
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Mot only do Aberigines have to suffer injustice and oppression from the
white power structure, but they also have to carry the results of this bungling
by | ile egofists and professional bend-wagon jumpers. Mo sincere person, or
union, interested in seeing justice come to the Aboriginal people, could morally
or financially suppert the Embassy until it publicly retracts its stupid, damaging
claims and begins to use the moneys it receives for practical purposes instead of
to fund the jet flights, motel costs and elbow bending of boys playing et being men.
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When the Thief is the Judge . . .

In view of the amount of publicity that has
cen given to the Aboriginal situation over the
Jast few years, I have, in the last few }‘Ilnnlhs
come to the realization that only a certain type
of letter or article will be accepted for publication
by the established press. Newspapers are pre-
pared to accept articles of a sensational nature,
or those written to belittle Abongines as a race.
At a pinch, criticism of government policy is
published, but a series of letters by me giving a
non-sensational and positive approach to the
“problem” have somehow failed to appear in
print. It is possible for a daily newspaper to give
a double-page spread to an irrational article by a
self-styled “black power leader” but any article
which intelligently outlines the Aboriginal situa-
tion is ignored. In short, the guts of the Aboriginal
position in society can’t get a hearing.

The crux of the Aboriginal question is land.
The original theft of all Aboriginal land is the
root-cause of the whole complex of ills that go
to make up the “Aboriginal problem™. The people
are victims, not problems. You don’t solve victims.
But 200 years after the original theft, it is still
possible for public opinion to make governments
cease compounding the felony and make resti-
tution to the victims. You can make reparation
for wrongs done and restore to people who are
victims a state of justice and human dignity.
Instead, the Aboriginal people have nothing, not
even token justice. McMahon's recent land policy
is Australia’s latest attempt to keep the Aboriginal
status quo at nothing.

Any attempt to gain recognition of the plight
of Aborigines is deliberately thwarted by govern-
ments at every turn, especially in Canberra,
Northern Territory and Queensland. It is not
possible to enter any of the reserves to our north
without government permission—a good insurance
against any awakening of Aboriginals on our
northern reserves as to their potential power in
certain electorates where they are in the majority
and could unseat M.P's. who work against the
Aboriginal interest. In Alice Springs, Aborigines
are living in scrap iron and bag shelters erected
in dry creek beds. They must crawl on hands
and knees to enter their “dwellings”. There is
no employment for them. Misery and racial
denigration ensure that alcohol consumption is
rife. Poverty and the degradation of old cultural
standards ensure that alcohol consumption is rifs,
In many cases, the people have no alternative
left to them but prostitution in order to survive.
Twelve-year olds become prostitutes and can be
seen staggering off to school next day suffering
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from hangovers. The people have suppurating
sores, trachoma, scurvy and leprosy equal to
anything seen amongst the survivors of Bangla
Desh. Our government has announced that an-
other $4m. will go to relieve Bangla Desh, on
top of the $2m. “already in the pipe-line”. The
Aborigines at the Alice at one stage requested an
ablution block and shelters. They got nothing.
Meanwhile Aborigines are wondering just what
have we got to do to get even recognition of the
plight of our people? The Australian government
will not admit that we have horrors equal to any
seen in the most benighted Third World country.
Why this selective blindness? Don’t we want to
admit to the existence of a national scandal?
Blinkered, must we keep reassuring ourselves
that “it couldn’t happen in Australia” when it
damned well is happening?

I have found that there are two things which
a good many white people cannot get their minds
around—the question of white responsibility for
the welfare of blacks in this country today, and the
Aboriginal view of a white conspiracy. Dealing
with the former, a common white view is ‘T've
made it, why can’t they? I never miss a day
from work, I've got a house and a car, if I can

THE FUTURE
— LIFE ././
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do it, why can’t they? The point is, that many
Aboriginals literally cannot. Alien in spirit from
the ethic of ‘work te get on’ that animates so many
whites, they find that they cannot conform. Al-
ways on the basic wage or below, if employment
is available at all, money does not go far when it
is to be shared by whoever claims help. A white
man can refuse to feed his neighbour, an
Aboriginal cannot. And what is the point of
doing monotonous work all day for a wage that is
little over the social service allowance anyway?
Also, if work is available to Aborigines it must
be total, for everybody. Then all will work and
shirking will not be tolerated. But if there are
thirty men and five jobs, what is the use of
working for the five men who have the jobs when
they must share what they made? Might as well
all be on the dole, for you are no worse off.

Blacks can get the jobs which whites don't
want, at the meanest pay. They can't conform to
white life styles. Because of these and many
related considerations, Europeans are responsible,
morally responsible for blacks in this country
today. Before you came, the Aborigines had
land, a proud stone-age culture, a rich spiritual
heritage, satisfaction and self-sufficiency. Diet
was varied and health good. With the white theft
of land, the Aboriginal culture crumbled. Bush
tucker was replaced with flour, sugar, 'baccy and
tea—ecven today because of long custom, many
Aborigines’ staple diet is damper and fat or jam.
The inadequate diet and introduced diseases have
multiplied Aboriginal diseases. Brain damaged
infants are common. A ruined people are left,
most in a psychological condition below apathy
whose constant companions are emotions of des-
pair and hatred of the white man. It is my con-
tention that while it is the white man’s responsi-
bility to help the black man, that aid must come
in a highly specific way which is totally Aboriginal
defined and administered. Nothing else will work.
But of that, more later.

Black Australia’s Heritage
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The second thing that white people cannot
quite credit is the Aboriginal view of a white
conspiracy against black aspirations. Yet it is the
Aborigines’ experience that all  government
schemes designed to help them tend to give the
shadow rather than the substance of real help.
The key decision making jobs invariably go to
whites and the subsidiary “advisory” jobs always
go to those Aborigines who have been long
tamed to the white line. In 1968 the Federal
government triumphantly announced its Capital
Fund for Aboriginal Enterprises. The initial pay-
ment into the Fund was 54,650,000 and was to be
used to encourage Aborigines to engage in busi-
ness enterprises. It looked good. It is also a
standing joke in the Aboriginal community whose
members say ‘Just fry to get a loan.” Very few
applications are approved. In over three years
only 131 loans were approved for a total of
$1,760,685 for the whole of Australia! If one
is to ask around the Aboriginal community, it
soon becomes apparent that it is the common
experience of all Aborigines who do not walk a
white dominated line, to be thwarted at every
turn. In view of this fact, the continuing police
persecution, job discrimination, the gagging of
Aboriginal views and the constant disadvantage
of Aborigines in a white society, is it any wonder
that a theory of white conspiracy has arisen?

THE NATURE OF DIGNITY—Senator R.
J. D. Turnbull, recently wanted to know if there
was a law to prevent the Aboriginal land rights
protesters camping opposite Parliament House.
Alleging his complete sympathy (for what that
1s worth) with the protesters, he stated that their
continued presence there did not add “to the
dignity of our capital or to the dignity of Parlia-
ment”. Yet the original reason for the protesters’
presence before Parliament House—the denial of
land justice which continues to impugn the national
dignity—is ignored. Can the capital or its Parlia-
ment claim the right to dignity while a section
of Australian citizens starve amidst plenty? Has
anyone much respect for a country like South
Alfrica? Ts there no indictment for inhumanity
and racist oppression of the rights of a coloured
minority? What chance have Aborigines to state
their case in the teeth of an amorphous oppres-
sor—white racist concensus—which stifles genuine
expression in the daily press and now attempts
to crush the Embassy in Canberra, in the name
of dignity!

McMahon, Hunt, the vested interest urgers
and various land hatchet men certainly do not
intend to allow Aborigines to assert their dignity
as free men in a free country. So, they use tricks
to keep the blacks down. For instance, the
Australia Day statement on Aborigines raised the



w of risk to security to tenure if land grants
made to Aborigines. This was a clever,

potent ground on which to justify the
nuing affirmation of land theft and the re-
to accord Aborigines life and dignity.

The statement “The government understands
the desire of the Aboriginal people to have
affinity with the land with which they have
associated recognized by law” is without
sgrity. It seems that the government under-
inds much more that it is not going to give
Aborigines what they want. The statement
on about how the government is “deeply
ncerned to assist them to feel it has, in fact,
recognized and to cnable them, in the
ent circumstances, to have some security in
relationship with the land, and, in particular,
give continuing Aboriginal groups and com-
ties, the opportunity of obtaining an appro-
ate title under Australian law over lands on
s which they are interested in to use and
velop for economic and social purposes.” What
t means, Jack, is that you don’t get land that
can’t take back off you. Nor can you rent
d to do with as you will as Europeans do.
d also, if you are not a “continuing Aboriginal
up” that is, if whitey has already managzd
ally to wreck your tribal structure, as in the
ern states, then you don’t even get to renting
father’s land in the first place. Some re-
ition of traditional affinity with the land!

* Recognition of an Aboriginal land claim is
to “introduce a new and probably confusing
nponent, the implications of which could not
y be foreseen and which could lead to
ainty and possible challenge in relation to
d ftitles elsewhere in Australia which are at
nt unquestioned and secure,” McMahon
nt on to claim. The issue of injustice to blacks
aside for a moment, let's consider the issue of
certainty as to who will own Australia by the
lime the present Liberal Party has finished. As
.P. man Al Grassby has suggested, the current
-out to foreign investors is at danger level.
e than 71% of our mining industry is foreign
med and a big proportion of other basic re-
es, land, manufacturing and processing in-
es are being taken over as well. The country
s being sold out to speculators and developers.
¢ Australian voting public must look to the
guarding of its equity in Australian resources.
e time can be envisaged when Australians are
with an empty shell of a continent and no
urces unless thev exercise some discretion at
¢ polling booth. (Is the 18 year olds’ greater
alization of this and similar government sell-outs
d hypocrisies the reason why they were dznied
e vote this year?)
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To support the Liberals’ new policy Howson
claimed that the motion of “frechold title to
land is alien to Aboriginal thought and custom.”
New legislation providing for leases was to be
introduced—presumably the lease concept is not
held alien to Aboriginal thought and custom.
Howson then claimed that the new swindle re-
presented “an imaginative attempt to adapt Aus-
tralian forms to fit in with Aboriginal ideas in
relation to land”. With this type of cheap sophistry
Aborigines are once again shielded from the nitty
gritty by men who have been told over and over
again by anthropologists such as W. E. H. Stanner
that “when we took what we call ‘land’” we took
what to them meant hearth, home, thels_ourcc
and locus of life, and everlastingness of spirit . . .
1 have seen an Aboriginal embrace the earth
he walked on.” The Aboriginal relationship with
the land was indeed not a coldly legalistic or
economic relationship—it was one with him in a
continuous stream of creation—the creatures of
the land where his flesh, the natural features, his
Creation Heroes, his cverlasting Dreaming.”

Today, even in the de-cultured, de-tribalized
southern states, part Aborigines continue to have
strong emotional ties with the land. The refusal
of land rights to them has taken on another
dimension—it is the outright refusal of the gov-
ernment and the Australian people to admit that
wrong was done. When the thief and the judge
are one, what chance justice? The continuing
denial of at least some of the land, a share in
Australia, is a denial of the symbol and substance
of justice. And white man, how they hate you
for your double-twisting hypocrisy!

Howson has claimed that in an interview with
McMahon, Roy Marika and other members of
the Yirrkala community intimated that they were
contemplating applying for a general purpose
lease in the Gove area, this proving that “already
there are Aboriginal communities that are pre-
pared to endorse this new policy and participate
in it.” Endorse they do not. According to Mr,
Frank Purcell, the legal adviser to the Yirrkala,
the pcople not only do not endorse the leases
but have stated that they will hold their land,
that they will not accept guns from black power
interests but will obtain their own when necessary.
He clearly indicated that the acceptance of a lease
was not, to them, an endorsement of the new
land policy, but merely the means of getting the
best out of a bad situation while continuing to
przss their claim for complete land ownership.
The Aborigines may not be familiar with the
concept of freehold, but they are willing and eager
g L B

In part of his Australia Day sell to the people
of Australia, the Prime Minister commented that
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alth too, good progress is being made . . |
are some difficulties, particularly the in-
of child morbidity . . .". The “difficulties”
, I presume, the recent doubling of the
nal infant mortality rate in central Aus-
the unknown members of infants who,
of depressed home backgrounds, suffer
al retardation due to poor nutrition, and the
diseases, almost unknown today amongst
. European population, that are common
t Aborigines. Or are the “difficulties” seen
those factors which inhibit an even faster
cation of the official policy of genocide and
extinction called “assimilation?”

cently a sincerc European supporter of
ginal progress, a person of unquestioned

stated that she had been directly involved
boriginal affairs for fifteen years. She said
it she was staggered at the way nothing had
. The people at meetings complain of
the same things they did fifteen years
identical stories of racism, degradation,
loyment, rent problems, malnutrition,
ss, infant mortality and non-identity.
has changed.

thing will change until government policy
e a radical re-orientation, In the final
, only Aborigines themselves can help
gines. Piecemeal approaches by governments
ncement bodies have proved their own
Governments could ercct pent-houses on
and they would be vandalised, because
ple do not identify with them. Whereas
ng that is planned by Aborigines, erected
heir labour and achieved by them according
ir needs is valued for then, they say, “It is
No white “do-gooder” however sincere, can
the outside mend the results of cultural
ion. Whiteman, you cannot changz any-
but your sincere support can bring about
ork within which Aborigines can bring

i
-
o

-
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about their own change, at their own pace and
determination. And the foundation for this frame-
work must be land. Australians will never do
anything constructive about their “Aboriginal
problem™ until they face the implications of a
truely viable and workable Aboriginal policy. The
foundations must be land and the framework
must be just compensation for past wrongs. With-
out these things, creative change will never come.
Without these things, a foundation for a return
to wholeness and integrity of race, only chaos
can result as the Aboriginal population increases
and becomes better educated.

Just what is the land claim of Aborigines? In
the first place, the McMahon red-herring about
security of tenure may be ignored. Aborigines
do not claim Capitol Hill. They are not after your
backyard, nor Mrs. McMahon's Bellevue Hill
palace or any such nonsense. The Aboriginal land
claim is for:

—the recognition that Aborigines have some
rights to this country.

—the recognition that the land was taken by
force without the Aborigines’ consent. (They
were robbed . . . How would YOU feel?)

The article Just What is the Aboriginal Land
Claim? on p. 13 of this issue, is an outline of a
Bill now being prepared by a panel of legal
experts under the aegis of Abschol. It clearly
sets out what the Aboriginal people are demanding
in reparation from the government. A particular
feature of the Bill is the emphasis on Aboriginal
control of all facets of the administration of
compensation land and moneys to be given by
government.

Many politicians would like to sell the idea
that articles such as these are not representative
of Aboriginal thinking generally. Perhaps the
sophistications and elaborations—terms such as
“deeded in perpetuity”, “reparation” and so forth
may be foreign to a people who have not been
schooled in the tricks of the English language.
But they one and all know that they were robbed
of all “land ownership”. They know that they
have been deprived for generations.

_As the Australia Day statement shows, politi-
cians intend to continue to deprive Aborigines.
They don't even like them to have a voice.
Recently, a well-known ., . . in the N.S.W. govern-
ment, Child Welfare Minister Waddy complained
that the media had put too much emphasis on
publicity for the militant Aborigines at the expense
of those working for Aboriginal advancement, He
said that of the 150,000 Aborigines in Australia
and 30,000 in N.S.W., only 200 belonged to any
militant group. Of this number, only 50 were
actively militant, As we know, such tricky use



es proves very little. Of the JZm. Austra-
s. what tilly percentage are duc-pa_vln[\,r mem-
;s of a political party? How many less than
it are politically active or are actually politi-
Certainly, spokesmen for the Aboriginal
are a small minority whether they are
te or extreme in their views. But that
not mean that one can discount what they
ing. The militant voice is as real as that
" the moderates. But it gets more publicity
ause it lays the facts on the line, and facts are
assing to governments.

t the Aboriginal situation needs above all,
moment, is sincere aid from public and
ons to fund practical development programmes
\boriginal communities as an interim measure
we get land and compensation from the
ament. All such funds should be earmarked
specific projects and accounted for to the
or body. There is altogether too much abuse
| misuse of funds at the moment. Because of
debasement of Aboriginality, Aboriginal
are infested by more than its share of scum
human parasites. A number of these, the
ssional Aborigines, have not worked for
They can be seen mouthing their way
the country on money supplied by unions

and well-wishers, or, if nothing else offers, on
money got by misappropriations from donations
to Aboriginal welfare developments, They achieve
nothing. They don’t even come up with any
useful ideas. Their sole purpose is to avoid having
to work for a living. They grow fat on the real
misery of their people. At best, they spend their
time arranging endless, repetitive conferences
which become mere ego forums. The resolutions
emerging from these conferences are universally
ignored. I appeal to all private citizens, trades
unions, church bodies, and groups such as
Freedom from Hunger, the Australian Council of
Churches, Abschol and so on to curtail t}]clr
support of individuals as well as organizations
which hold endless conferences and channel their
funds into non-practical and generally undefined
projects. Check where your money goes. Barmark
it for specific projects. Stop funding the jet flights
and motel expenses of individuals who achieve
nothing, while money is so badly needed for real
projects, practical developments and posu.ive aid
schemes. Such measures may temporarily put
some noses out of joint, but it is the only long-
term way to bring some discipline and direction
into the at present rudderless ship of Aboriginal
affairs.

ionalism is a wonderful thing. Especially
alian nationalism, that is if you're white,
ble, and vote Liberal. Because of this,
hought we'd write a new Australia Day
. To be sung to the tune of Tie Me
aroo Down, Jack.

You can’t get your tribal land back, Jack,
Can't get your tribal land back

Our Billy’s made it a fact, Jack,

- You can't have your tribal land back—

- Altogether now . . .

* * *

~ darkness had been filled with the light
elligence, and behold, the outer day-lit world
Stumbling and groping in social blindness.
I was most unhappy; but deeper study
my confidence. By learning the sufferings

§ of men, I became aware as never
of the life-power that has survived the
of darkness—the power which, though
completely victorious, is continuously con-
."—Helen Keller.
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BITS

If the cap fits . .

“An Ethiopian worker walking along the street
remarked to a friend, ‘It is a rotten government.’
A member of the security forces passing by
grabbed him and barked, ‘You are under arrest.’
‘What for?”” demanded the worker. ‘Because you
said it is a rotten government.” The worker pro-
tested, ‘I never said which government.” ‘No
good’ replied the agent, ‘“There is only one rotten
government and you know it.’

. a journal reports that:

* * *

The successes of Aborigines aren’t news! Des-
pite clear notification to newspapers and T.V.
news departments, no-one was interested enough
to cover the Certificate Presentation evening held
at Sydney University on 24th November., Abori-
ginal women were being presented with certificates
acknowledging their achievements in the Van
Leer Project’s pre-school ‘learning and doing’
programme. Not even a photographer from any
of the newspapers turned up. Yet isn't it odd how
any fool can get his face (or his wife's legs)
into the social pages?
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‘Aboriginal land rights banner was strung
tween two pine trees opposite Parliament
e in March 1969. Yet government recogni-
of the validity of the Aborigines’ claim has
nced one inch, despite all the conferences,
and protests that have been held on the
of land in the last few years. The Aus-
public as a whole are becoming increasing-
re of the justice of the Aboriginal land
but politicians have nevertheless been able
tinue to deny us our land justice.

jeve that the reason why governments have
ble to avoid facing the land issue is because
dginal land claim has never been defined.
or that reason that people have been able
“What, give them Martin Place, or Benelong
1 suppose!” shrug, and dismiss land rights
ir minds.

for this reason, in order to define the
al land claim, that I consulted Frank
the solicitor representing the Yirrkala
n, as well as representatives from the
i, Woodenbong, Purfleet, Condobolin,
@@ and other N.S.W. Aborigines, and some
ir people from Victoria, Western Australia,
itory, South Australia and Queensland.
lunately there were no representatives from
pia—they had been taken care of by that
ilong ago. As a representative of the Aus-
n Council of Churches Aboriginal Develop-
' Commission, I recently travelled to Mel-
e in company with Pastor Frank Roberts of
S.W. Land Board to attend an Abschol
convened to discuss the land situation.
nsultation with a panel of legal experts there,

what is the Aboriginal Land Claim?

 _. by Kevin Gilbert

we drafted a Bill of legislation which reflects the
Aboriginal need and claim for land and can
serve as a guide to politicians who cannot credit
that a legal definition of the Aboriginal land
claim is possible.

The Land Rights Bill was drawn up so as to
cover the whole of Australia including the Ter-
ritories  (excluding Papua), the Torres Strait
Islands and all states. The ideas underlying the
Bill are as follows:

All land has been stolen from Aborigines,
therefore Aborigines demand from the govern-
ment:

—the return of all “Crown Lands” recognized as
Aboriginal reserves.

—that these reserves be deeded in perpetuity to
the Aboriginal people and administered by
them.

—that any “Crown Lands” which are of tradi-
tional or sacred significance to Aborigines be
deemed to them in perpetuity.

—that all sites of anthropological or traditional
significance discovered apart from on reserves
or “Crown Lands” be preserved and made
accessible to Aborigines.

—that all hunting and fishing rights and areas
be open to the use of Aborigines without fee
or constraint.

—that where Aborigines have been removed from
land reserves in accordance with government
land alienation policies and otherwise, fair land
compensation grants be made, preferably from
established “Crown Lands” or areas bought
by governments in reparation, to restore a land
base to Aborigines and to purchase additional
suitable land for Aborigines.

—to provide Aborigines in each state with cor-
porate ownership and control of all reserves.

—to exempt all such lands from the provisions
of the relevant mining acts.

—to grant in these areas, ownership rights over
minerals to corporate Aboriginal groups so as
to give them effective priority in prospecting
and mining rights.

—that no mineral exploration or exploitation
occur in Aboriginal areas without prior con-
sultation and approval by local Aborigines,
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Aborigines Trust Fund for Aboriginal
ments and enterprise. This is to be re-
on and under Aboriginal administrative
and to be in addition to normal govern-
assistance to Aborigines as Australian

ents of the Bill is as follows:

Bill will commence with a statement in
le which recognizes Aboriginal Land
¢ The Canadian Bill provides a model
this.

The Bill will provide for the establishment
in each State and one for the Territories, of
m Aboriginal Land Trust which will consist
12 members elected by Aborigines from
particular State or Territory. (The func-
ion of the State Land Trust will be to hold
e to the land vested in it. Aboriginal owner-
p of this land is for perpetuity, however
should be an ability to lease provided
the act.

land that Aboriginal Land Trust will hold

All land presently reserved for the use and
benefit of Aboriginal people; i.e. all reserves
in that particular State or Territory.
itle to a land grant to each Aboriginal Land
the size of the land grant being:

% of dispossessed Aborigines in each State

Total population of State
X Area of State
1

which are of traditional, sacred or his-
I significance to Aborigines.

lomary Land—land traditionally and/or
ntly occupied by Aboriginal groups not
on reserves, This land to be bought by
ament and returned to Aboriginal Land
it ownership.

y Land subsequently purchased by each

Trust.

will provide for the establishment of a
Aboriginal Development Commission.
mmission will be constituted by the
ient from each Aboriginal Land Trust of
members to serve on the Commission.

~ Commission function will be to hold
ition monies made out to Aboriginal
1o act as a financing body for Abori-
pment. It will hand over funds to
ginal Lands Trusts for small scale

ch-May, 1972

development projects within that State. The Com-
mission will directly fund or raise finance for
large scale or national development projects.

The Bill will provide for the appointment by
each Land Trust of adjudicators of disputes be-
tween Aboriginal groups on claims to compen-
sation and to Land title under the customary
Land and sites section of the Bill.

The Bill will provide for the establishment of
Aboriginal Land Tribunals for each State or Ter-
ritory which will hear claims for Land Title under
the customary and sites sections of the bill and
fix compensation.

The Tribunal will be constituted by four per-
sons appointed by the Aboriginal Land Trust and
three persons appointed by the Commonwealth
of Australia—who are acceptable to the Abori-
ginal people.

Compensation will be fixed as the value of
land taken from Aboriginal groups at the time
of taking, 1770, calculated at the English land
upset price of that time, plus interest on this,
together with an inflation factor (to be set by
the Commonwealth Statistician).

The Bill will provide for no Federal, State
or local taxation for land held by Land Trusts,
except that land that is income earning land, that
income earning land to be tax free for 50 years
and then this provision to be examined at the end
of this time.

State Land Trusts and the National Aboriginal
Development Commission to be exempt from
income tax for the first 50 years and this pro-
vision to be examined at the end of this time.

Just what is the
Aboriginal land claim ?

Ir Is NoT
—a claim 10 Capitel Hill

~a grab for the choicest real estate in Canberra, Perth and
0 on . . .

—a ploy 1o grab your backyard . . .

—a gulp at Mrs. McMahon's Bellevus Hill palace . . .
—a tilt at Howson's house . . .

—or any other such fantastic nonsense . . .

THE ABORIGINAL LAND CLAIM IS FOR
~—the recognition that Aberigines have some rights ta this
country
—the recognition that the land was taken by force without

the Aberigines' consent, (They were robbed . . . How
would YOU feel?)
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[he Western Australian act provides
L here. Bill to include timber rights—
for Commonwealth territories with
complimentary State legislation. The
d provide for the turning over to each
an amount equal to 1/10th of the
itory Aboriginal welfare budget for
of Land which is to be added to
ve lands to make them viable eco-
This provision to operate for ten

s the draft to date. Reader’s comments

(As we were going to press, a letter arrived
from Tony Lawson of Abschol to say that the
legal drafting of the bill was about one guarter
finished. It is difficult, painstaking work, but
Abschol hopes to have the first draft of the bill
ready soon. Meanwhile they have sent the A L.P.
a motion to foreshadow the bill which will be
presented to Parliament later on. We hope that
by the time the Bill is presented, the chances for
a successful recognition of our claims will not
have been totally destroyed by the Embassy fools
in Canberra).

jal of justice is something that creates
effect on the human psychology. At
es protest. Continued injustice, with-
sours the mind. The final stage is
opelessness. How many white people
effects of generations of injustice on
psychology of the Aboriginal people?
was stolen—completely. Justice has
(considered. That fact is a never healing
“underlies the thinking, the core ideas
Aboriginal or part-Aboriginal person
antry. Is that why Aborigines drink?
toe your line?

" * *

to be one of the family—Karen
daughter of the manager of Comalco
§ been appointed as the local Abori-
officer at Weipa south. The posi-
ially created for her . . .

* * *

recent visitor to Weipa reports that
ing programme initiated by Comalco
areas ruined by its mining activities
€ seen to be believed. There are some
little shrubs struggling to stay alive
p of water from a can wielded by
iginal employee of the company . . .

* * L]

too friendly with the blacks up north,

locals don't like it. It seems that
ight give the Aborigines ideas beyond
. Anyone who tries to treat them as
an beings soon finds himself without

rch-May, 1972

BITS

transport, petrol and provisions. In those areas,
it's real effective. Department of Native Welfare
officials also, are constantly on your hammer.
Some people even go so far as to suggest that
it is all part of an unspoken conspiracy to keep
the blacks politically naive. In terms of numbers,
they’d swing a few electorates, and in a closely
fought election, they could even decide the
government. Could that be the real reason why
they are so closely “protected” and “welfared?”

NTA %
L WELFARE BRANCH  °

BAGOT RESERVE |

| UNAUTHORISED ENTRY |
Uy ORiBITED
et org -2l

ENQUIRIES AT OFFICE

B o = BaCI08 4 W

* L *

“Alchuringa” is the hottest news in Aboriginal
affairs for a decade! Yet when N.S.W. Aboriginal
Welfare Liaison officer Herb Simms was offered
Vol. 1, No. 1 for the incredibly cheap price of
20c he refused to buy! Either he can’t tell a
bargain when he sees one, or else he is not really
interested in Aboriginal affairs at crunch level
(something that we've suspected for a long time),
Or is he afraid that he might learn something?
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jo matter how it's got, a positive self-image

worthwhile thing. Some black kids were
t a group of white youngsters awaiting
r turn at the Metropolitan Children’s Court
Iney not long ago. Don’t know how or why,
how the blacks were sitting in the sun,
ile the shade was occupied by white kids. So,
‘black kids made an official complaint of
crimination and what's more the authorities
it seriously. The whole business was a
'm in a tea-cup, but the implications of it
en’t. For the first time, thanks to the pride
into those kids by the militants—call
n Black Power if you will—they had the
se to make a protest. It is something that
have been unheard of not so very many
ago.

* » *

Remember when the little Aboriginal boy was
“Who are you?” and he replied “I'm
7" Well, he’s not “nothin’” any more
i the sooner he realizes it the better off he'll be!

* * *

" Archie Kalokerinos . . . if you were sincerely
[ ed in dying Aboriginal kids and less in-

in proving a point to get the Nobel
e, wouldn't you have sent those photos, facts
figures that you promised to forward for
 address to the Australian Council of Churches
ieneral Meeting last February 18th?

* " =

Juote of the month—February: “The sheer
of the Aboriginal dilemma warrants my
—Gary Foley, self appointed Black Power

, in an article in the Daily Mirror, Feb. 22,
2. Dying, fair enough. But will the Aboriginal
n ever reach that further point of urgency
will motivate Gary to work to overcome it?

* L] *

oh dear. Doesn’t the establishment get
in its sillier moments? It had to invent
Power Death List yet, and then elect
and our own Uncle Tom, Senator Bon-
, 48 prime targets.

plane, sixtecn cops, fifty-six vehicles and a

d baying locals were necessary to hunt

Western Australian black Lionel Brockman
had escaped from jail. He was in there for
ie of stealing food for his kids, after he

't get a job and Native Welfare had re-
to give his family any rations. It must've
@ packet. Wouldn't it have been cheaper
Lionel some food for his kids in the

y. 1972

If we didn't have the odd relatively genuine
politicians’ performance to look back upon—for
example men like N.S.W. ex-Child Welfare mini-
ster Hewitt—then we could be excused for think-
ing that the job of Minister for Aboriginal Welfare
always seems to go to the bottom of the political
barrel. It always seems to be the least senior
ministerial job. Someone said that in N.S.W,,
Waddy got the Welfare throne after being Assis-
tant Minister to someone or other for a long time.
Then he became a real Minister in his own right
and it was alleged, at once distinguished himself
by referring to his new Aboriginal charges as
“bloody boongs”. Since taking office, he has also
successfully managed to keep the Aborigines
Advisory Council from having any sort of effect
on the N.S.W. Aboriginal situation. At the federal
level, the Aboriginal fares no better. One public
servant calls his master, Howson, “that man"—or
something. That same person has suggested that
Howson can't possibly survive as Minister of
anything, whether the Libs. win or lose the next
election. He is famous for his role in raising the
security of tenure bogey that helped swindle the
Aboriginal people out of their legitimate land
claim. Famous also for rejecting as many of the
sensible suggestions of the Council and Office
of Aboriginal Affairs as he can get away with.
There is even a current whisper that such a tame
pup as the Aboriginal Publications Foundation's
magazine IDENTITY is under Ministerial dis-
favour. It also seems to be ready to get the
financial axe . . .

* * *

By the way—ain't IDENTITY boring?

* * *

There is a version of the Aboriginal land claim
circulating at the moment which makes you
wonder whether there are any brains (or political
awareness) at all in the Aboriginal community.
Every responsible adult Koori who has seen it
shudders at the naivety of this “land claim”.
When boys try to do a man’s job, they manage
not onlg to bring a just cause to ridicule, but
also endanger the Aboriginal land claim by play-
ing right into the politicians’ hands. Makes you
wonder whose side they're on, doesn’t it?

* L] *

Listen, Mr. Ambassador. When 1 planned and
got the funds to kick off the Embassy that got
you to your lifty position, it seemed like the
greatest idea yet presented to advance the land
claim. Isn't it a pity that you weren't big enough
to handle it and allowed fools to dictate nonsense
to you? Isn’t it about time you got back to
swamping at the big E?
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The success of the demonstration in Canberra
| February 22 must surely convince white people
| general and the government in particular that
Aboriginal people cannot continue to be
ed, manoeuvred or diverted any longer
their stand for land rights.

* That the Aboriginal people flatly deny the
alidity of McMahon's nidiculous Australia Day
ent was obvious as bus loads of angry
originals converged on Parliament House for
e opening of the current session of Parliament.

~ More than two hundred people from Sydney,
Melbourne, Taree and Purfleet reserve rallied to
port the Aboriginal Embassy before Parlia-
t House to demonstrate their rejection of the
al government’s land policy.

- Militancy and solidarity was the keynote of
demonstration. All black movements from the
-conservatives to the most radical groups
ere represented and there were Aboriginals from

iery state, including the Northern Territory, pre-
sent. Militant black leaders, one after the other,
ounted the speakers platform to voice their
tions. The only white speaker to address
crowd was Mr. Gough Whitlam, leader of the
eral Opposition.

. Mr. Whitlam said that on the issue of land
fights, an A.L.P. government would follow U.S.
nd Canadian precedents and legislate for tribal
OF clan tenure of land where there is “a discover-

le connection” between a tribe or clan and a
en piece of land. On the question of the ad-
nistration of the Northern Territory, Labour
d ensure that the Legislature was composed
ely of elected persons and that the admini-
Iration of the law there would conform to proper
nternational standards. Labour would also adhere
0 the considerable number of international con-
entions affecting civil rights—conventions which
iralia has not yet ratified. Mr. Whitlam also
nteed that legal representation at public
Ense would become much more freely avail-

A weakness in Labour Party policy towards
nd rights and compensation” is indicated in
1o urbanised and part-Aboriginal people.
ALP. has to do a lot more thinking and

ation with Aboriginals before it has a viable

INGA—March-May, 1972

BLACK DEMO

by Pat Eatock

On the left, Pat Eatock

policy to deal with a fast growing sector which
is becoming more militant all the time.

Another speaker urged caution, and denied
that any government, including a Labour govern-
ment, had the right to dictate through legislation,
whether any individual should be classed as black
or white, on a “percentage of colour” basis and
use this arbitrary division to disadvantage part-
Aboriginals. Such a stratagem on the part of white
Australia must be resisted as it would divide and
greatly weaken the Aboriginal community, the
speaker added.

Only three points tended to distract from the
demonstration. The first was the lack of coverage
given in the Australian mass media. Newspapers
and T.V. gave very little, if any, coverage—an
indication of the right-wing orientation of much
of the news media. This ensures that white
suburbia remains largely ignorant of our struggle
and that a potential supporting force is lost to
the Aboriginal people. That white suburbia is
favourably inclined to our aspirations was well
demonstrated by the results of the 1967 Refer-
endum. We must enlist this support again.

On the contrary, overseas coverage of the
demonstration was very good. The New York
Times carried a front page story and also featured
a follow up story. The London Times also
covered the demonstration.

The second point of weakness concerns the

lack of organizational strength shown by the
Sydney area. The bus from Sydney had several
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ts possibly due to insufficient publicity
the people, prior to the departure of
Or was it fear, fear of militancy taking
st hand and provoking police violence?
fer to think that the former reason stands,
her way Sydney people will have to learn
7 their mistakes.
he third issue which 1 feel should be raised,
net unduly stressed is the presence in
st of a few “ego-trippers” who appear
Jand rights secondary import behind the
tion of their own personal glory within
wement. This type of attitude is common
¢ early stages of any militant movement and

will, no doubt, be solved as the movement
develops and when the Aboriginal people have
demonstrated to the egotists that they will have to
pull their heads in, or be ignored. While leader-
ship within the black movement is important, the
white community must be made to see that it is the
Aboriginal people as @ whole who are demanding
land rights. The danger inherent in the elevation
of a handful of egotists is that, because of the
weakness that patently underlies their inflated
self-esteem, they may at a later date be easily
corrupted by the establishment to a position where
they may be used to defuse positive Aboriginal
militancy.

POLICY MAKERS

tribesmen raised a banner
just and noble manner

the tramp of feet go seeking
an rights in its own way.

1 yearn to see the working
al men, above mere clerking
ho take, and keep an office

r reasons truer than pay.

those stupid sneering faces
g from appointed places
e honesty as virtue
 rarely ever found
here “manhood” stands for treason
t all common reason
d children’s flesh is devoured
the cruel and bloody pound.

you see that men of error

¢ a human, jungle terror

£t loose within the office

) a man “who should have cared?”
d the arrant, heartless city

ns @ man devoid of pity

(0 prey on the misfortune of the souls

0 helpless bared.

you change, or pause a moment,

fe your heartsick soul's sad foment
't you listen to an ego

I @ voice that’s not your own?

e remember, Mr. Kicker

the flesh was made but quicker

4 man must grow in stature

the soul to match his throne.

—K. J. Gilbert

GA—March-May, 1972

‘ Purfleet Kids ot Taree Court

It was intended, in this issue of “Al-
churinga™, to do a special feature article on
Purfleet. The intended article, which ex-
amines the situation on a typical N.S.\W.
reserve in depth, cannot go into this issue
because of space reasons. While it would be
possible to shorten it, we believe that its
impact would be lost. The total situation at
Purfleet, as in other reserves, provides a
cogent argument for the discontinuance of
the current ‘patch it up and hope it will
hang together’ nature of today’s federal and
state Aboriginal policies. It shows why land
is of such primary importance and why no
Aboriginal policy which refuses to face the
issue of granting land rights, compensation
and Aboriginal self-determination is ever
_going to succeed. Watch for it in the next
issue of “Alchuringal”
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feel that many past and current events

the Government of the State does
wriginals of the State fo engage in
1s.

| we are best suited to undertake
rojects owing to our economic and
e community at Yarrabah aims
sany activities as part of the Yarrabah
Co-operative. To do this we need a

nt giving the Community complete
“the Reserve for the bencfit of the
“of the State at the Yarrabah Abori-
ent, in the name of the community.

bers of this seminar representing

d the whole Aboriginal Movement

mve our immediate attention to this

: affects the lives of the Aborigines
‘you are concerned.

Yours faithfully,

(Sgd.) Harrison George,
Secretary,

boriginal Co-operative Summer School,
Tranby College.

were sent to the Prime Minister, Mr.
Senator Bonner, Leader of the Op-
Mr. Whitlam, Senator Jim Keeffe, the
‘Queensland, Mr., Bjelke-Petersen, Old.
r Aboriginal Affairs Mr. Hewitt, the
leader of the Opposition, Eddie
h, M.L.A. and R. Jones, M.L.A.).

from letters such as thesc that in
n Australia are Aborigines being
sort of meaningful say in their own
is no more certain way to ensure
p demoralization of the Aboriginal
by with-holding land from them.
g commentary, from an American
about the situation in Alaska might
en written with Australia in mind:
in power is considering alternatives.
an Natives would prefer a develop-
own, rather than on Western, pre-
current oil boom aboriginal values—
of hunting, fishing, cultural freedom,
srmination—seem to carry no weight.
¢ is only asking the native peoples
ot for alternative directions af-
elves and their land. There is still
means for allowing native peoples
their own priorities, Those Natives
e wilderness and its resources have little
) ereate their own future, a future likely
‘better harmony with the processes of

sy, 1972

BI'TS

Mr, Bob Saunders, a London B.B.C. television
producer recently stated:  “You Australians
should throw out the Aboriginal Welfare Depart-
ment and send in the Red Cross. The Aboriginals
in Alice Springs have the status of animals.
What everyone seems to forget is that these people
are Australians . ., There is absolutely no excuse
for people being forced to live like this . . .
They are a people stripped of all dignity. It beats
me how people can peddle the Aboriginal folk lore
in the shops on the one hand and kick them in
the guts on the other.” Bob, don't you know that
selective blindness hand in hand with the profit
motive won't stop at ANYTHING?

* * "

The tucker at Canberra leaves bush tucker
for dead, they say. One fat black likes it so much
that he's now OBESE. (“Obese”™ just means
blacker and fatter but he likes it, because it sounds
flash). Think he might be persuaded to send
some of the leavings to some of those skinny
little outback kids?

" * "

Mr. Phillip Hall of Walgett Foundation for
Aboriginal Affairs said recently that a big family
of Aboriginal seasonal workers at Wee Waa could
together earn $400 a week, but wouldn't keep it
Jong. Bingo games with $100 stakes and grog
soon have them broke again. Seems a waste, but
you can’t blame them. If they do save it, it'll
soon go when they return to their home areas
to go on the dole for the rest of the year. Besides,
what would they put a few hundred dollars into?
They have no land, no identity, no pride and
consequently nothing to build for, save for, work

for . . . So, eat, drink, and be merry for
tomorrow you will indeed die . . .
L w L]

Hush little baby . . . At a meeting recently, a

European stood up with the usual white ‘keep it
cool, boys’ line: “I feel that demonstrations against
conditions would aggravate situations and white
opinions about the Aboriginal situation.” Said
an infuriated Aboriginal, coolly: “Aggra-bloody-
vate? It can’t get any bloody worse!

* L] *

We hear that the Queen of Conferences is
secking money for yet anather one of her public
extravaganzas., Wouldn't it be a blessing to see
all public and union moneys being used only for
practical developments instead of the promotion
of hot air fiestas and ego trips?
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‘goodics won again. In December, the
d a love-in with the Foundation for
1 Affairs. Here's what happened:

pber’s Annual General Meeting the
r to be reconciled’ actions of F.A A,
ot for their annual joust. What is opti-
ed “Black Power” arrived to yell
and obscenities and the Foundation
came to prove once again that they
Lin power because they rig things more
and also can bellow with a will.

. won, as usual. On this occasion,
slab of proxy votes prepared (a dodge
Power never seems to have woken
). Also, Appoo made sure that the
live would not be polluted, by ficlding
from his home-town, Bundaberg,
d, on the ticket. The fact that this
regular didn’t seem to worry anyone
mservative donkey-vote ensured that
to Vote ticket won the day.

was a catch. Kevin John Gilbert
fsider managed to appear on both the
and the Black Power ticket. This is
in John doesn’t care who he is allied
long as that alliance produces a practical
for the Aboriginal people—something
ind real. Anyway, being on both tickets,
Offsider couldn’t miss sailing in.

Manager Appoo

larch-May, 1972

FOUNDATION FUNDAMENTALS

In bed that night, Kevin John told Offsider
that he would give the Foundation for Aboriginal
Affairs three, maybe four nights of his time in
Exccutive meetings. 1f by then the air hadn't
got a great deal clearer, then he would quit be-
cause firstly, his time is valuable, and secondly,
he felt that he couldn’t afford to associate his
good name with a decaying organization unless
that organization began to shape up.

Next, Kevin John had several serious private
talks with Manager Appoo. What he tried to sell
him was first, that Aboriginals are not necessarily
“rubbish”, “no-hopers”, “what-sits”, “drunks”,
“prostitutes” and so forth, second, that Aborigines
get pushed around and abused enough by the
white man, without also getting it from another
black and third, that you can’t tell a drunk who
comes to the only welfare organization he knows,
to push off, sober up, clean up and come back
later. ‘Because,” said Kevin John, ‘That drunk
has no money, no job, nowhere to clean himself
up, no clothes and he will probably be picked
up for vagrancy anyway. If he can’t get Founda-
tion help when he needs it, what good is the
Foundation?"

Appoo objected that before he came as Mana-
ger, drunks, bludgers and things had over-run the
Foundation. They had cost it a fortune in useless
“hand-outs” and the hand-out policy was crazy.
True, said Kevin John, but so was the ‘get lost
until you've solved your problem’ approach. What
was needed was a policy which called for a
Solomon-like combination of tact, sympathy,
strength, intelligence and understanding on the
part of the Manager. First, he said, you must lift
the drunk’s self-esteem. You have to try to give
him his manhood back. You talk to him as a
man and let him have a shower and a shave.
You give him a good suit of clean clothes and a
meal. Dried out, spruced up and fed, the man
should then again be spoken to and told where
he could get a job. Should he come back again,
drunk and jobless, he would again be spoken to
and again helped. The Manager should then say
something like ‘Look brother, this is your second
chance. The money that 1 am using to set you
on your feet is money that could be going to
help Aboriginal women and kids who need it
more. You are a man and I expect you to hehave
like a man. I'm putting you on your feet this
second time, but after that you're on your own.’
The man would then leave the Foundation know-
ing that he had been reasonably and fairly treated.
To some incorrigibles, it would make little dif-
ference, but to a good few others, an encouraging
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I ke all e difference. This, sild
i, Wi o haman approach After gl
fl {8 necessaty o the Foundation
uaston, rimmess, dntelligence, Bt abovi

p i ot eatel on. He continied
se, nied generally push sone Abuor
L Which Bs understundabile, beeais
tnderstanding nor feeling for the
Hres i 1\‘|I|l'=l‘. white mildidle eloas
Ble white masters: 1 omade it by
otk aned cunning, why can't they?

i deciided that talking o Appoo
ol e Appoo decided that Kevin

e o, 5o, he tided o slander Kevin
It ¥ 1r|i|-|l Frecutive meeting The dodpe
wils have the Manager's Report tend by the
glﬂlmﬁl‘l privately, but not fo the BExeculive
The ainger conld rely on Chaivman (o tell
fhe fest of the Executive during the coffee break
of Whintever, what o bad 1ot Kevin John was
That iden wos apiled when this end of the table
demanded that the Manoger's Report be read
oul fo ol Mere's what it contuined:

~ Penple attending the first night of Kevin Tolin's
theatre workshop the previons Toesday  had
Teft the back door open, (I fact the workshop
]lllf“[‘i safite later sabd that noone hoad come
et the back doot as they had no renson
to o so).

~Booze had been consumed on the F A AL pre
miges. This was not allowed, (Tuesday night
wis the fivet meeting of the Australinn Abori
ginal Theatre workshop, Because  interested
visltors were expected Tor the first hour only,
Gilbert went o for a8 to provide wine, lemon
ade and erackers for them. He didi't know
abiout the no-booze rale and it never oceurred
to him that there wonld be anything wrong
with providing o soclal deink Tor o social o
coston. The Muanager, in faet, had supplied the
puper cups Tor the drinks, He saw the wine
then, s why didn't he obsject? (O did he want
o save it up for Exectitive meeting? ) Anyway,
apart from those constderations, the Founda
tion has alwiys had  aleoholie denks on for
soctal vecnsions, IF you don't belisve i, nsk
Peileen Lester i}

Someote Cthe Theatie proup and/or Kevin
Tohn by innvendo ) had ?I"ml $200 worth of
band eguipment belonging to Hmmy  Little,
who e Teft it Iying on the stage i the pabilic
hall sinee Sunday night's concert! Hmmy snw
the sl on Monday, But not on Tuesday, 1
was certalnly oot there on Tuesday eveniig,
bt anyway, the Manager put it in his report
ak i innvendo against the Theatre group,

ALCHURINGA — Mareh-May, 1979

Kevin dahin photographed of his last Foundation
Mesling, wondering would it sver snd.

Unatated, but imphieit, was the (dea that Appeoo
sorely regretted having fielded Kevin John on
his Conservative ticket, Kevin John, with an eye
fo thie aimount of wasted tHime he was giving the
Foundation  moved that o Special  Executive
meeting be called 1o disenss the dismissal of the
Mannper

That s why most of the team met on Wednes
day, February 9th, 1t was obvious from the
sttt it Kevin Tohn was poing (o get ploughed
Several possibly sympathetic Aborigines solved
their diseomfoit by not taining up, Several others,
who i thelr hearts know that what Gilbert Tad
been saying wos trae, had been persuiaded of
their error. These people are Koorle enough fo
know the teath when thiey hear it but not Koorie
enough o g this knowledge into action. Over
awed, o8 they have alwavs Been by the real
strength in the Hxecutive, the white conservative
proip, they voted right down that gronp's Hne, as,
when the cruneh comes, they always do. Kevin
Tohn optimistically continued 1o plend the case
for o Munaper with some heatt and human ander
standing, What hope aeainst o Conservative Bloe
which only understands o cheaue book and the
"Why-ean ' t-theytrnke- it ke did " Hie!

8o niyvway, the Cons won, Wherenpon Kevin
Johi o Offsider, with an eye o their pood
e, heaved o sigh of reliel and resigned

At what did the Foundation end up with?
The Congervative  Tine,  vietorious, The  white
ldele elass Hne, vietorous. The point of view
of the Ofavs, the ‘systems and objects' men,
victorious, The whole teains, ncluding o cortain

Pags M



party in the government, presumably, happy and
glm‘iou.ﬂ. And they kept lf\p]mo. In the future,

would seem, the Aborigines would be“ en-
couraged to improve their attitude to work,” pay
the rent, never he apathetic, never be allowed to
be happy in an Aboriginal way, never be assailed
by any human understanding, and be encouraged
10 join the middle class. The Con. victory kept
several more jobs than that of the Manager safe,
and ensured the continuity of an attitude that
hasn’t ever got an iota's worth of response from
Abarigines yet.

Why won't it, can’t it? Because despite the
white man’s determination to deny the existence
of a separate Aboriginality, Aborigines are dif-
ferent. They don't want what whites, and the
articulate mear-white Aborigines who assume to
Tepresent them say they want. They don’t want a
job on an assembly line at G.M.H., a car on
H.P., a second mortgage and ulcers. They DO

elf-determination, for the white
:,ﬂ".f‘gefﬁ’ I:eak out of their business, and
some guts in action from some of their own kind
in high places, What hope have they when the
cheque book minds of ‘sys‘lems and objects’ men
run the Foundation? Can't these men get their
public glory by joining an Anti-Litter campaign
committee and leave the Aborigines alone?

Anyhow, the Foundation was kept safe for
democracy, the goodies and the Conservative way
As a result, the F.AA. will continue to alienate
Aborigines, will eentinze not to be considered a
centre for Aboriginal affairs, will confinue to be
as dead as a dodo, and will continue to be the
non-event of the dzcade. What price victory?

(As we were going to press, we heard that
David Kirk has put Appoo up for the Presidency
of Kirinari. David claims to be on the side of
the people. Hoboy!)

Foundation for Appoo-riginal Affairs

Tenvine
coffee

Genuine
ackifacts

Genuine
Sympathy

The dead heart of Sﬁdnej

BITS

Can't tell you anything about the Woodenbong
rent situation. Tess Brill was supposed to send 1
report in about it, but didn’t. Funny thing, though,
that an “Anonymous™ person paid the $251 back
rent to the Child Welfare Department and later
demanded (and got) it back. How do you pay
back money to an anonymous donor? Or was he
a member of the welfare family?

L] * »

In February Dr. Coombs told the Senate Com-
mittee currently looking into the Abariginal situg-
tion that Australia is producing a race of Abori-
ginal cripples. “Unless the vicious circle of
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paternalism, dependence and pauperism is broken
within the decade of the '70s, the problem will
become much more difficult, if not impossible,
fa solve, he said. “Evidence of malnutrition i
widespread; infant and maternal mortality is many
times the general Australian level. Respiratory
diseases, ear diseases, and serious eye infections,
haok-worm and leprosy are markedly more com-
mon than among other Australians.” The Abori-
ginal population will double within the next
twenty years. Given adequate finance, it should be
possible to improve the Aboriginal situation while

g:o rggga_uiaﬁnn Was relatively small, said Dr.

ALCHURINGA—March-May, 1972

notified of the Gilberty' Tresignation
LALA. Executive (see story f‘HH;!u'm‘nm
fals) Chairman Pastor Dayid Kirk said
for effort, but even the UN.O. doesn’t
it should.” No, true. But it could be
ork, anything can work, if first you
pall the pockets of self interest in’ an
gn and demand integrity and effort
nvolved.
, .

nal art a national treasure? The largest
Aboriginal bark paintings ever is now
the Field Museum of Natural History,
@ Australians have never seen such 2
ion and they are not likely to either,
18 owned by a Californian. It is no
Easy to get Aboriginal art works out of
iy as it once was. Yct a continuing
for Aboriginal art is still shown by the
he works of a major traditional artist
Wirawala is allowed to remain under
I of a private individual. Couldn’t an
Art Trust or some similar body be
hold such treasures until such time as
inal people apply to use them in their
s and galleries?

* *®

the Federal government plans to build
Aboriginal reserves worth $1m. near

OMMERCIAL HOTEL

NCES HIGHWAY, PAMBULA

ished 1878 — still going strong

cellent accommodation
sonable tariff

.heys Ales

ome coocked counter lunches

mbula River oysters—fresh on shell

PHONE: PAMBULA 12
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"\.\lcc Sn_r:n;_w Haven't they learnt yet? The
mayor of Alice Springs' feels sure that things
will now improve When, when, WHEN wig\.l
they finally Jearn that there is NO substitute
for land, compensation, self-help and  self-

determinati there is to be r gnity
0 be 2
e A return to d

”hnurm‘mn to the Hon. Iohn: Quite a few of
your statements since you took office show clearly
that you have neither understanding nor sympathy
f:’mr the plight of the Aboriginal in this socicty.
You flew here and there and shook hands with
welfare officials and town dignitaries and called
tljn ‘looking into the Aboriginal situation’. Your
visit to Purfleet was a classic. The people there
said that your alleged offer to employ men at the
Teserve to paint the houses there must have been
shouted at them from the top of the hill as you
went past them. Your only stop at Purfleet mis-
sion was briefly at the Gillawarra gift shop
The people say that you did not speak to one
of the reserve dwellers. Now you don't learn
much about a human situation in this way. So
why don’t you come with us on ane of our trips?
Come with us, on our terms and in our way, as
an anonymous guest staying with us on the
missions? Without your official trappings and no
longer shielded from reality, perhaps you would
come to some understanding. And what's more,
it would cost the tax payers a lot less!

* *

At a recent Land Board conference, Chikka
Dixon, supported by Paul Coe stated that every-
one who was genuine and sincere would be at
Purficet the following week to support the local
people in their cry for justice. Chikka moved that
anyone who didn’t go, and any organization pre-
sent at that meeting that didn’t send a delegate,
would be black-listed. Came next week, at Pur-
flzet. Where were you, Chikka? And Paul? Where
was the genuineness and sincerity? It was con-
spicuously absent there, as it was at Wallaga
Lake the following week. Talk is cheap. Real
achievement means hours of slogging effort,
without reward. And it also means losing the
popularity contest, because you rock too many
boats.

A common white attitude: “Why can't Abori-
gines make it like T did?” Here's just some of
the reasons why: You aren't in a psychological
vacuum because of historical and current causes.
You are almost invariably better educated and
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iti unlike
can take advantage of opportunities. You,
most Aborigines, have *ﬁm brought up }10 ]I:e;
competitive—you have the necessary “shark
instinet. You are not the victim of loss of identity
and cultural denigration. You are not discrimin-
ated against because of colour, values or life-style.
And of course, you do not feel compelled ]:o
share your earnings with others of your race who
are in need.

- * %

Once Aborigines are completely at their ease,
and being themselves, Europeans are fascinated
by the natural flow of wit and humour that pours
out of them. It's irresistible. Makes you think,
that if our people would only put just 1331f that
energy into the ery for land rights, we'd get a
lot further. Yet, where would the Koorie be
without that lovely humour? Without the ability
1o laugh at the stupid values that European
society tries to force upon him?

* . -

An academic at one of our universities was
interested in doing research on the impact of
Aboriginal bloodlines on the way of life and
aititudes of some of Australia’s grazing families.
It appears that he was gently encouraged to turn
his researches to another field (no pun intended).
Say, though, wouldn’t it have been fascinating?

e im blood relationship with
m:nfiugﬁoggg aun];?figg of their area, because
of the well known yen for local black satin and
the country sport of “gin jockeying® And, in
keeping with the warmer climate of the land, many
2 black stockman has been corralled when a
grazier's wife brought forth a too deeply sun-
tanned Australian. There arc cases where
grazing son tried to do the right thing by his pa
Aboriginal progeny and was subsequently d
inherited by the “respectable” side of the family.
Many of our great families have a dash of tar
in there somewhere, for 200 years is a long time
and the country does get lonely. In Some areas,
whites have a guilt load beg:anm: lhell’"arlccsl_‘urs
are remembered for their “nigger hunts”. Ancient
guilt, a family skeleton in the _cupbo!a’lrd and the
modern hypaerisy of the “gin jockey” does a lot
to explain the passion with which some country
people hate Aborigines. Could guilt/shame ex-
plain why sections of the Liberal-Country party
coalition are so fervently working against Ahori-
ginal aspirations? It's a potent black-lash and the
real reasons for it would be denied by the lashers.
Nevertheless, many a Koorie believes that if
apartheid were a fact, a good cross-section of
our Greater Australians would be on reserves.
And . . . it mightn't be allowed, but—sixty per
cent of white South Africans have a recognisable
amount of coloured blood in their veins according
to a report in The Australian on March 22,

— LETTERS —

Racism

SIRS, i on the of the first
edition of Alchuringa. The article Aborigines on Stage
was one of the best reportages 1 read in a long time
. .. May 1 ask you just one question? Would it be
possible to delete racism from your magazine? Although
1 see the point of an “all-Aboriginal® magazine in
lerms of public relations value, the idea of it is the
‘exact replica of Nazi theories. Why not try, through
Your own example, o prove that co-operation, even
Af only in producing a magazine, can be done superhly?
I refer of course, to the Letter to the Editor in your
last issue from Lester Morris, Narrandera, N.S,W.

It is a sad anomally that one should advocate a black,

. black stafi but white povernmental financial

support. 't you see thal co-operation is the only

answer 1o a peaceful solution? So please, try not 1o

become racists. The world has enough trouble without
adding to it.

Eva Sandor (Kings Cross)
g:wm as there is white g?‘\tfmpm'nm'nl‘sup.mn. or

too much (o expect any minority to attempt a Utopian
level of co-operation when confronted constantly and
at all levels by ;v?itg_ racism as Aborigines are. As one
of the authors of The Rights of Man, a book about
the Declaration of Human Rights, you should know
better than most how many Articles are at present
El}g violated by the various Australian governments.

* * -

Land

SIR, I refer to the recent court trials taking all title
to the land away from the Aboriginals, This follows
closely the Indian problems of the U.S.A. where the
white designated areas for the Indians and then re.
‘neged on these promises in later years, Often the reason
s that valuable minerals are found on the land as is
ue in Arnhem Land, or the place becomes a tourist

lil;h';x'il true for Ayres Rock. For some rcason

while control in any 4
sooner or later we find that co-operation is Te-
placed by suppression of the Aboriginal view. It js
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@A id is suddenly not the Aboriginals' but they are

%W‘-’d 10 remain out of the good graces of the
5 g law says that a white man can go and

MW’M land for a number of years and then

ALCHURINGA—March-May, 1977

nto that land. Should not the Aborigir ls
o the same since their ancestors have lived
for thousands of years?

sic argument is that not until the white man
pthere any “impravements” to the |ang I'he
idid not have to “improve” the land; they
in harmony with it. Has the white man
e land? T would say that exploit, ruin
prape are synonymous of terms. The whije
ition of title to the land, improvements o
who is involved. I am against the present
s action in this case.

Ronald M. Stizzinger (Neutral Bay)

= * *

and the Embassy

you very much for Alchuringa and all
at. Incidentally, 1 was astonished to see an
Nibalco on the back cover—a change of heart?
think it is good p.r. to run with the hare
with the hounds?

by my bulging file, press coverage on
affairs is getting very good. Do you think
originals are reading newspapers now that the

ntion is at last swinging their way? A lib
gentre where ALL newspapers were available
very useful—or some kind of Aboriginal
RESS . .

tulations on your Australia Day article in
lian, How inept of McMahon to make his
nouncements on that date! At least the
pose lease is some small gain. All strength
boriginal Embassy - apart from anything
provide a focus of attention, fulfulling this
for Aboriginals to be both seen and heard.

stant source of public embarrassment to the
iful!

Elaine Mayer (Lane Cove)

lly, we couldn't do anything about the in-
the Nabalco ad., as the advertising side of

The spirit
of Gowve

:—,h‘l,\ r.!mu:u’l'w 15 not in our hands, The Spirit of Gove
r\l;l‘L‘:Jr:‘; R}\ symbolize exploitation and u‘\pr\_‘\\u‘vn of
N Mulw_lm It seems ironic that some of the
L] m Lhis exploitation is heing used to help
PPOTL a magazine that attacks all that the “Spirit of
10VE™ stands for, But that's free g

o for. enterprise for youl!
iter on, when funds PEImit, we are contemplatini
having a weekly k ve'ts i

Aboriginal News sh

% Y heet—if we're ¢
that it would fulfil] I we're sure

a real need—Fd.)

Land

SIR, it must be about fen Ve
summer school which was held for the express purpose
of finding methods to improve the social situation of
Australian Aborigines, [ remember the Director for the
British Co-operatives in the Pacific region, whose head-
quarters were in Fiji, addressing the group on the quite
Positive response of many Fijian and New Guinean
cemmunities to the co-operative concept, At the end of
his address, a question was asked—*Do you know of
iny other people in the region who lack motivation as
much as Australian Aborigines?"

ars since I attended a

His answer, after g thoughtful pause, was to this
effect—"Yes, there is a group of people whose homeland
was a small island near Fiji. Their island was submerged
in a climatic upheaval and the people were taken to
Fiji. These dispossessed peaple were not given any land
they could feel was their own and they were lacking
in motivation as much as Australian Aborigines.”

1 wonder, after all t
Australian has researc
ment.

ears, whether any concerned
the significance of this state-

Perhaps Aborigines do know best regarding their
own primary need. Certainly their call for land owner-
ship (land right in today's parlance) is practically
unanimous.

Di Graham (Roseville)

SIR, the article Race Relations in New Zealand in
the last issue of Alchuringa was of special interest to
me for I once lived in New Zealand, History shows
that the more the Aborigines put into the struggle for
justice, the more they are likely to gain a tangible
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Hbarana as poonoolgoo or infant, has meA&s;ugm
privileges and no responsibilites of all ‘thdszwn
children. As he grows, privileges begin to be wi 3 mand
and responsibilities are given him, to ﬁ‘mgli:e e
train him in the ways of survival in a harsh land. s
bardan, or young boy, he must learn from the wg;m‘qu
the skills of finding seeds, roots and small amlr;m1
for food. Then gradually he grows towards puberty an
he then becomes mallaloo—a bay who is tnkgnfm
hand by his father's eldest brother to be prepared for
his long road towards manhood.

After his initial training in hunting, tribal relation-
ships and the sccret names of watering places, Il:aﬂ?
is taken by four proper men-imihiates—on the Bﬂl!r
many initation journeys. In companion with _‘aﬂuI
mallaloo, Mindjoona, Ilbarana is kept moving for
days with minimal sleep, water or food. At each stage
the proper men are relicved by others, but there liﬁnu
rest for the two mallaloo, either from the gruelling
pace or the constant reminders that they are of no
importance, are poor, sickly weakling things, who must
be guided along the long path towards manhood or
remain useless all their lives. It is a test of their
endurance against hunger, thirst, distance and wearincss
and also a lest of humility. Meanwhile they are re-
lentlessly taught the sacred chants of their people so
that these mantras become part of the very fibre of
their minds.

When finally the boys reach their totemic holy place,
‘they are shown the two rocks which are their two
‘brathers, their own flesh and spirit. Here are the
creation heroes of the Dreaming, who have rested for
untold ages in these rocks and have now reincarnated
‘themselves in the two boys. They touch their sleeping
flesh, the rocks, and feel the strength go into them.
‘Here they are important, here is a place of revival
for them, always.

They are taught the songs that brought the various
birds and amimals into being and their relationships
with the eternal brothers, the great ever-present ones
who made the Land and the People and the Law.
Always they will know that there is a world, a
meaning beyond that seen with the eye and they will
know that they, too, are more than flesh.

The journeys across the tribal lands begin again—
the unending fatigue as they are tried and tested and
leamn the chants, legends and sacred approaches to
waterholes of time immemorial. Their fatigue level
is_constantly kept near the unbearable, with few re.
spites, bul always Ilbarana has before him his father's

ise that the responsibilities would never be more
4 man could bear. With the prize of manhaod
;ta{‘on him, how could he fail? Despite his aching
Matigue how could one of the immartal brothers fajl?

llbarana and Mindjoona are taken hefore the tribe
and found to be fit for manhood. Their pride mingles
‘with fear, as, leaving the camp, they hear the ritual
‘erying for the departed—the tribe has lost two sons.
~ What is ahead of them? First, the two are urged
10 a run all through that aching, shuddering d.y
are on the move, running by relays of Pproper
ﬁ who relieve each other. They run, in agony umtil
hey have crossed a new threshold of pain and Tatigue
« « . then INITATION! ¥ y
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i of sensory impressions, the fecling
of‘tn::allu::!hl:le:nq? blood spurting on their bodies, the
circumeision agony, the sounding bullroarer keeping
the women far away, the sacred chants coursing through
his head . . . It is finished—they have been born again
—there are now fwo new men in the tribe.

comments: “The awful running, that too
hagbielnm::?;::, natural and fitting the pattern. It hag
dendened their reactions to the pain of the jagged
uartz knife, and yet, in some mysterious way, it had
Eeigmenenﬂ their awareness, had made them spirit-
ually receptive o the meaning of the ceremony. The
blood that had spattered on them, as they had lain
cach of them held on the bodies of three men, that
too had been most meaningful. How could a man cry
out, or in any way show himself less than a man,
whe'n the blood of a proper man was mingling with
the blood of his own ordeal?

After the healing come more lessons from the older
men. Still the young initiates arc silent, respectful. It
is not until later that they come to the shocked realiza-
tion that they have indeed become honoured men when
for the first time, they are given the choicest portion
of the meat which they themselves have hunted. With
this gesture comes the fierce surge of pride and
satisfaction that makes life so meaningful for tribal
men.

_ With the completion of the final stage of his ini
tion, the cutting of the man-marks across his chest,
Ilbarana achieves the full status of proper man, the
status that all sound young men want. Now he may
speak and be heard in silence, take a wife and be in the
rejoicing of his manhood,

Throughout the book, Donald Stuart gives examples
of his understanding of the totality, the fullness of
Aboriginal tribal life. He writes:

“Here, in the glowing, splendid Land, were the
People, men of wisdom and knowledge, and their
women, lean hard women, and the younger ones,
and the children, every one of the People tied to every
other one, and here were the species that were food for
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and here were the waterplaces CaC .
e life of man and beast leld bu‘dl. ¥ pm‘ﬁ
d of his People, were the Creation Hu.nu:
j and every one of the People was flesh
it @f one or another of them, who had made
nd the People and all beasts und by o
the Law by which the People lived :lnwl
Here across the Land were the secret
the Creators, here, guarded jelously from
ated men, were the sacred resting places
gun {Ancenstral Beings of the Dreamtime )
il the People, all the beings of the Land,
when their time in the flesh should be finisha *

esh

ok ends with the reported sighting of strange.-
en, with light coloured faces and hands and
jed by strange creatures, huge, with long legs
curved neck. For the first time €ver, men
Headers of the tribe hesitate, What o do? They
barana for a lead. He has decided that though
18 are obviously naive in the skills of
hey have been seen passing watering places
irsty—they must nevertheless he Proper men
“own kind, to have survived as they have done
therefore go and greet them, in peace, and
the cacred places and give them food and

friendship. As he a

t A approaches the strangers. his

i ithe position of friendship, Tibarany ¢ \:hr:rhd‘e{:lm:
Wween the eyebrows, On that note, the book ends.

th‘?:l:m!‘rc\_ﬂnny does not end. What became of
Wh'{ a’s  wife .}\\mrlnghl and the child she bore?

’.u \\.Hn.hnm‘t to become of their descendants—the
iuirmfihcmgm‘\l_q of Australia, still little less alien in
\{“P anm their white conguerors than Ilbarana was?
hul\c[\nl\:nur“l |.h.L.‘ people are still killed, not now by
el Ut by racist oppression, discrimination, alcohol,

lr:\[?ug.mem. disease,  malnutrition, government
(l\f::n::y and the constant denigration of their human

Itharang is a valuable book. The understanding it
gives its white readers, the understanding of an utterly
alien culture, is an important contribution to the
development of a tolerance based on  knowledge.
Because it is extremely readable, it must have a wider
impact than anthropological treatise could ever have.
And it presents a vision of manhood, a status earred
by endurance, proved in agony, and daily re-asserted
by mature responsibility for all those younger and
weaker in the tribe, that may well be meditated upon
by those pitiless sharks who would call themselves
men in this society

a4 whisper that the N.S.W. Teachers’
n is disgusted with the racist attitude
of the Taree teachers who were born
. After listening to some of the stories of
al schoolchildren’s experiences and secing
0se children now refuse to go to school,
ough their parents are willing to keep
there to get a higher education, it seems
room for disgust.

BITS

Salut Coombs, salut Dexter! The ‘to-the-death’
struggle between the humane and anti-assimila-
tionist forces in the Office and Council for Abo-
riginal Affairs and the ‘keep-the-blacks-down’
views of the Department of the Interior resulted
in the lousy Australia Day concession of “general
purpose leases”. Sure, it stinks. But how many
people are aware of the incredible amount of in~
fighting it took to get even this concession?

With the compliments pf .

HOWARTH & CO.

96-98 PENSHURST STREET, WILLOUGHBY, 2068
WHOLESALE PAPER MERCHANTS

PHONE: 95-6018

PTY. LTD.
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Introducing . . .

ALCHURINGA

The title, “Alchuringa”, is derived from the sacred Alchuringa symbol of the

Dreamtime.

“Alchuringa” aims to fulfil a very obvious need-
of communication between the Aboriginal community and the State.
that the magozine will reflect Aboriginal opinien in all aspects.

“Alchuringa” will include a coverage of political events uﬁe:‘i'ng the Aboriginuc:
community, as well as providing @ means of expression for Aberiginal culture an
Aboriginal arfists, poets, efc.

"Alchuringa” is o untrammelled Aboriginal voice. It .receives ne governmental
subsidy and so is not subject fo any form of official censorship.

For this reason ”Alchuringa” depends solely on its readers for subscriptions and
donations fo enable this free voice of Aboriginal community to speak out.

d—the need to serve as a channel
It is intended

“ALCHURINGA" SUBSCRIPTION FORM
Post fo “Alchuringa”, P.O. Box K765, Haymarket, Sydney, N.S.W. 2000.

"Alchuringa” will be published quarterly, in December, March, June and
September. Take out a subscription for yourself and your friends who wish to
support and read about Aberiginal progress.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION 15 $1.50, including postage (overseas $2.50)
| enclose $1.50 for a years' subscription to "Alchuringa’ ( )
I endlose o donatian of & to ”Alchuringa® ( )

| therefore enclose a total of $..... . .
NAME

ADDRESS POST CODE .

BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE

FEAST WATSON & CO. PTY. LTD.
PAINTS, VARNISHES AND ENAMELS — NATURAL OIL TIMBER FINISHES
*

Office & Factory:
13 COLLINS STREET, ALEXANDRIA

*
Enquiries and Orders for Paints . . . Phone: 69-1914

ALCHURINGA—March-May, 1972
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It’s the tenderest chicken You never cooked
Available from rol

our local supermarkel and afl le. ding food stores




