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S N Y RESISTANCE - AMERIGCH

Here is a bricf report of the Oskland section of Nation-wide demon-
strations against the draft which took place from October 16 to 20,
> noted that young men were ancked not €0 burn their draft
to return m to their induction centres. The burning of
rd destroys the evidence. The return of a draft card faces
tratio a direct challenge from thouc 1o recfuse to
e

On October 16,

o hundred sat in the doorways of the
uction Centre fron

rer 2
6.30 in the norning, aiming to close the

ls an extract from a report by Key Boyle, the American
was one of thoso taking part.

of the Oakland Incduction Centre on the 16th,
were in groups of twenty designatecd by vhite
ns. The monitors wore blue armbands, Ve did not

I nce was the argument. Ihen the first inductees, coning
singly started to walk over us, we would speak guietly to them, saying
‘You do not have to go'. The first group in the second doorway was
arrested about 7,30, afier it becaze evident that no inductees could

get through. By thet time, three young men had said that they would

not go to Victnam, if information was given them as to where they

could go for informetion as to alternatives i.o. to beconing conscien-
tious objectors. When the decision of these three becaie knowvm, the
entire crowd cheered for ten minutes and over a thousand
'I ain't goin' to study war no more',
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voices sang

By the time the first arrests were nade Gt 7.20, at the second door),
the police inside the building hod locked the doors and were standing
in 2 line on the other zide of the glass from us. ' As the twenty
walked to the patrol wagon, the singing again filled the early morning
air - 'YWe are not Afraid', 'We Shall Overcome', As soon as the twenty
were taken out, another twenty moved into their place before the door.
We permitted only the U.8, mail to go in ond come out, On the other
side of the gluss door, the induction authorities were motioning eny
inductees who approached to go away and not attempt to pass us, The
spirit throughout was peaceable and good-natured, but there is a
terrible moment of chilling fear when you see that double V of police,
clubs in hand, wedging towards you. Joan Baez and her mother and
sister held the middle door, with fifteen cthers, surrounded by T.V.
coneras. fShe sang almost without a moment 's breal from 6.30 to around
2.00 when she and her group werc off., Immediately 20 others
merched in,

U

The tean work was ragnificently carried out. JAcross the street, those
who could not, for various reasons, sit in, marched in a long unbroken
line, carrying placards saying, 'Not your sons, not their sons', and
1o

top the murder in Vietnow!',

sanff



We were not arrecsted (in the doorway? unti% aro;nd i o'cloclf.the
was clear that the inductees were being t?hon e fow;cre,vanc i
police informed us very courteously t?at inasmuch as we‘fere inter-
fering with the functioning of a public building - al%0f1ng ﬁg one
go in or out - they would have to ask us to get up gnn g0, :1 respo
quite as courteously thet we intended to stay all n}ght, Entl“ the
Berkely liarchers arrived at 4,00 a.m, the nc%t morning. 50 two
police wagons arrived and the police cl?sed in ?n us ~l§u1te pEacES
fully = with no violence at all, Irmmediately the beautiful slng%ng
filled the Square (even with Joan Daez gone), and those of us still
sitting in the doorway continued talking to the two or three un-
decided inductees who were squatting dowm beside us to get further
infornation as to what they could do to fight the draft., The police
sergeant directed the men to wait until we had finished our Fefoksioy
before arresting us.

The Tolice asked each of us separately if we would leave, and as each
of uvs separately said “1o¥ they then asked 'TM11 you walk to the
police wagon?* Three or four refused and were dragged, limp, by the
police. The rest of us walked separately, under escort, to the
patrol.

Several demonstrztors lay down in front of the patrol wagons, They
too, were arrcsted, of course. By this time we lmew that about 150
were in the Oakland jail, or on their way to the county jail. And we
kmew that at least & inductees had refused induction,

Two had climbed out of a First floor windew after talking at length
with the sit-ins as to their rights,

Yle were 21l arraigned yesterday (the 17th) after a night in i,
Several of us werc permitted to make statements in the court room

to the bench - Roy Xepler was magnificent, saying ‘'Your honour, we

do not consider ourselves criminal prisoners, but political prisoners.
We belicve we have been arreszted not for disturbing the peace but for
disturbing the war',

I spoke as well, saying that I believed this demonstration had a
unique character in the long line of demonstrations in our country
against the war in Vietnan, inasmuch as it was = denonstration in
which older people ond professional people, such as myself, had not
hesitated to put their freedon in equal jeopardy with that of the
courageous young Americans who were refusing to serve in Vietnam.,,i

Extract from docunents - Torld Confercnce on Vietnam, Stoclkholn,
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The Draft Resistance llovement formed on lionday, Februory Sth, 1968,
ot a neeting attended by 25 pecple who were concerned wiyh the lack
of effective opposition to conscription and the war in Vietnam, At
this meeting those in attendance were nenbers of the Young Labor
Association, University Labor Clubs, Young Socinlist League ond former
pembers of Youth Campnign Against Conscription. It had been established
that Y.C.A.C, had lopsed as an org, ion due to s pmiboel ol ?actors,
during the latter half of 1967, There was an obvious need and interest
to formn a Hew orgeniscation. Pro tem office-bearers were elected and
the decision taken to (a) chain four people across the driveway of the
Swan Strect Army Berracks at the intake of conscrints on t@c morning of
9tL Feb,, (b) deamomstrate against the Liberal Party's policy on Viet-
non ard conacription at lr. Gorton's Eiggins Dy-clection campoign nect-
n

ing, at the Ceulfield Towm Hall on ¥eb. 15th,

The oin of the first demonstration was to highlight in the public nind
the »rocess of conscrintion as it exdists in our society today, the
cause of this proccss (Liberal Party's Vietn policyl}; to influence
thosc being conscripted and their parents to challenge this process
and/or inform then of their rights under the prosent Act.

e will support twenty year-olds who challenge conscription in the way
they desire, and reguest parents, friends and employers to support their

position. preparing a statement to be signed by at least 50
prominent pe € influence parents of today to act on behaolf of
their sons in this mnanner.

How svccessful a denonstration at an intake can be needs careful analysis;
we invite your written su
conscription,

Points involved in thc second demonstration werc to clearly demonstrate
ageinet ond disturt the conscience of thosc people who are at present
formulating the day to day policy of Australia's continuing involvenent
in Vietnzm, i.e. Gortom, ilclichon, Fraser, Chipp, Snecdden, etc. ilen who
are negligent in terms of humanity in failing to use their influcnce as
'allies' of ficrica,to force the Johnson Administration, by neans of
publicly embarrising that Administration when an ally (lustralia) with-
draws its troops from Vietnam and publicly discredits the American
position in Vietnam, i

bt

Congressman George E. Brown of Californin, speaking - fnnual Confercnce
of the British Labor Party, at Scarborough, October 67, isaid e can,

in turn deprive those who press on in this war of the arguments they use
to justify their course, reinforce their position and sway ‘public opinion.
Onc such orgunent, repeated again and again, is that our action has the
suppert of our al f

Our aim in the future is to disturb the course and consciocnce of the
abovencntioned people by devionstrotions at the appropriate times, althouzh
it has been node quite clear by the Victorian listaoblishment that anyone
moving fron the conventional form of protest will be ropressed.

RIS VAT WIDED ]

iMhe ¥ictorian Police Foree wants to widen its powers of orrest to mect
situations wherc sunnionses ore inadequatc to get people to courts 'The
Becretary of the Police Association, Inspeetor UW.D. Crowley, has called
for oll possible s ort for such a nmove which, he says, has boen puf to
the Vietorian Government by the Chief Commigsionor, lir. Arnold, | In the
hssociation’s journal, he says the most practicsl solution would appear
to be introduction into Victorian legisclation of the powers of arrest
available under the Cormonwcelth Crinmes det. TInspector Crowley says
thot in any cases uncertointy about powers of arrest san cousc delaye
which often lcad to dangerous situatione,  ""This is particularily sadn
the case of demoastrators,.ricters, and obstructions where, if the offeén-
der is not rerioved quickly, nohs gethér, piving police great difficulty

gi1prgiégting life and property,™ he says...!! The "Australjanit, Hasch
FAT 700,
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Qur attitude is, of coursc, that at this point of tine in fustralia's
: : ainst the Vietnam war must be
war has as its parallel
ry cophot- by GRl-

history, the right to dc'cr
clearly extcnded, not res
“itlc*'s agression, and that
be repeated.

The ains of our two silent demonstrations ageinst bish Thitlam, on Feb.
and 21st, at his Figgins by-clection pclnn nectings, can be

significance by ths statcments of Conpgressman
George Brown at Scarborouch: f...But there are still tnOUu who seek
to uce private influence with the councils of /Anerican Covernment,
rather than teking a strong, public stand., I say that influcnce is an
illusion. The present councils of erican Covernrent are not 1i
ing to secrct voices of moderation. They have not heen listening for
FearsSeas'

14
exnressced with add

The D.R.il., has of course, its erganisationsl wecaknesses, as has an
over-worked voluntary orgenisation. These problems can he overcoie

by your positive supoort. Ue welcome this not in the interests of the
organisation, but the issues before us all.

This organisation has been inspired by the activities of ericans

(those who are our real allies), hcnce the nare 'Draft Resistance
lovement', This is valuable in the sense of working in conjunction

with people intermationally, and net being iseolationist, but it

reflects the paucity of the opposition to comscription and the war in
Vietnam within Australiz. Do we have an equivalent to Dr., Benjamin Spock.

TIRST

G - SECRETARY'S

The first generel meeting of the Draft Resistance ilovement was held 'at
the Jnterside orkers' Federation building on Wednesday 20th February.
Lbout 60 people were prescnt,

1 President Desmond Files begon the necting by summarising the
background of the D.R.M, TFollowing his report office bearers were
elected far the mext twelve months:

Prosident: Desomond Files, Vice-President: Susan Edrionds,
Scerctary/Treacurer: Pcter d"abbs, Assistont Sec/Treas: lar

£ by 1 ret Files,
Finance/blembersiip Officer: jdrian Desailly.

Finance Committee: Adrian Desailly, Earl Ingleby, David ladel,
Gary Marlks, Dave Clar

L plonning compittee was also elected ‘to sceck out and receive (for protcsts)
suggestions from 21l interested members of the D.R. ." snd “to conduct

a seminar on techniques of denonstrating within a period of six wecks

of the general nceting’, The following werc olected: IMichael Hyde,

Carl frmstrong, lichael Hamel-Green.

Address all cerrespendence to the relevant person, C/r POy Boxig9,
Horthcote, 2070,

It was agreed at the mecting that the D,R.7. should hold a general
necting at least every three months,
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B IERTING <. FIN

ICE_OFFICER'S REPORT.

» who werc eclected at tlhe General lieeting, were all present
t Financc Committec meoeting, Monday, Uth February.

With an organisation such as the D,R.ii,, therc is an obvious nced, if

we are to funection efficiently, tc keep finounces at a reasconable level,
With this in mind, the Finance Committee was elected at the General
ligeting. The primary objectives of the committec will be to investigate
ans of raising money, and tc malke rccommendations to the Executive.

ne
To be made walid, all resolutions by the Finance Conmittece have to be
approved by the Executive,

ch net the approval of the BExccutive, number three beingsubjeect to
nvestigation by thc cormittce.

RESOLUTICNHS "HICH WERE CAF

™

', to speak
hour, public and private,
the D.R.M, and radsineg funds, ete,

2) To put ont an
volunteer for part
letter. )

for members and intercsted supporters to
in a pledge systen, (Sec form this news-

5) To orga: films to bec shown to paying audiences.
Further inv to be given to this resolution as concerns
the reontal of films, ectors, ete.

If you con assist in or all of the above-mentioned and/or sugmes=
tions as to other forms of fund-raising, contact A. Desailly,
€/~ P.0. Box 99, I'orthcecte, 3070, 'phone 489 1932,

o oL S o D
APPFEE L

e

The D.R,II, will be launching a public appeal to aid those arrcsted at
tle Gorton Demomstration of 13th February, We are ginmine for 51,000,

Of the fourtcen arrcsted, ornly two cases have as yot been heard. One
denonstrator was put on o 7c nonthe' good behaviour bond, while the
other has becen fined 290, Ee is lodging an appeal, Expecting similar
seatinces for others, we are asking for as much noney as posszible to he
either given directly for fines, or loaned as bai dloney for appeals.
Should you b able to hold & function (partics, mecetings, ectc.) for this
appeal, we will g supply speakers,

If yeu arc willing ond able to holp in any way, plcase contact
fdraan Desailly, Tinance d Memiership Officer, C/- P.0. Box 99,
Hlorthcote, 3070, 'phonc LB9 1932,

APPLICATION TOR PUELICITY

Tho functi
of precentr
e e BT R

on

ns of

g to the gemercl public, the most reliable accounts possible

& octivities and policies, he cheoice of members on this

tee will be depided aptitude and experiecnce, Mfny member wishing
co ttee i5 asked to scnd his/her narnc, aoddress and gqualif-

tlons to Peter dfAbbs, Secref vy P.0, Box 99, Northcote, 3070,
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INFORILATION SHERT

irterested people arc asked to fill in the

¥ o forms below.
If you arc not already & merber of B2 {0

+1 S€e nembership form below,

|m R ME e ISR SN Rl e LR st Cade e T 'Fhaone.

Can you: Eypes o Sl CHIRE TN S | yov a typewriter® ,

o e e
Have the use of a car?

Ll R SR R T

Can you bring other peoplc to denonstrations?
E peor

LR B T K e
If soy. howsemeyoiia g e i e youispare (timed Sl oL, whan =
Horning i s o ichin Sl A Ebernooni L' e R Oy o i e R ST
Can you reeruit new members? . + + o« o Can you make pesters? ,
Con you supnly material for sosters? . . *+ « » « Coan yov raisc funds?

Carn you offér us any other services (details)

B R N o L e
o e ot I I s T e s
Do you nced our services? . . ., .

Conscientions Bhjeetion, L o, = deon=ragt sErabdion el

sSnTahEmtall sl sl Taatlin g

- FE ST VR SRR e

PGy By

Plcasc return commlcted ' fors to The Secretary, D.R.}
Horthecote, 3070,

LPPLICATION FOR

HAYBL el

stk e g ¥ i, e SRR L
@DRESEL S0 o skt oien |l S R S
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. 00

Dear Member/Supportcr,

With t dosire to keep the D.R.1.'g finances at a constant level,
fron week te weck, we ask you to voluntcer for participation in a
Pledge System. The amount, no t

tter how large or snall, may be paid
en a weckly, fortnightly or monthly basis. loil crossed cheques and
postal orders payable to the Draft Resistance Hovement, €/- Pinance
Cffacer, D. R 94+ Horthcote, 3070, Receipts will be issued
imnediately,

E...............,..........................

EDDRESS.......-...............................

s msima s e L IR B DL P S e el

PR = T MR
FLEDGE ;................. RIREIET, Fiak it FORTNIGHTLY.
HCONTHL Y o

LA EE O SR A

o)) R S YRR T SR R R RS

Yours sincercly,

3

X. Desailly,
Tinance & Membcrshig Officer.




