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"Fhe Sun', Tuesday Oct. 15, 1968:

2 YEARS' GAOL: 1l.S. CHARGE

A pan, 21, vas sentenced in the District Court yesterday to tuo years! gaol
for having failed to comply with a call-up notice for Wational Service.

The nan, Jobn Francis Zarb, 21, postnan, of Gaffney St., Pascoe Vale South,
had pleaded not guilty to the charge.

lir. C.BE. Elvish SM, found the charge proved and when Zarb refused to enter
into a2 bond to cbey a further call-up notice, senternced hin to two years in a
civilian gaol.

Zarb said: 'I refuse to enter to a recognisance that denands I render military
‘service and conpronise ny conscientious objections.?

Counsel for Zarb, Mr, J. Little said that Zarb would appeal.

(The two-year penalty is laid dowm in an amendment this year to the 1966
National Service Act. Previously, such objectors were handed over to the Army.
Now they are sentenced to civilian gaol, with remission for good conduct, ac-
cordin: to the State prison rules, but with no release on probation.

It is believed to be the first conviction in Victeria under the anendment, which
took effect from June 24.)

Zarb told the court yesterday that lr. "7.J. Cuthill, Sif, heard his conscientious
objections on Hovenber 2 last year. "He fou.nd that I had sincere and conscientious
objections to serving with the Australian Forces in Vietnan," he said.

Zarb s2id in cross examination that twice in his judgrent Mr. Cuthill "appeared
t0o say he disn lssed the objections. The followding day I received an order saying
I vas exerpted fron ‘renderings service. A few days later aghin I received another,
which said my application was refused and I was liable. I honestly believed that
the exenption order was walid, ees"

The court was told that Mr. Cuthill refused fo exempt Zarb froo National
Service, although he found that Zarb had "sincere and conscientious objections"
to serving with the Australian forces in Vietnan."

FURTHER DETAILS

In June this year a charge of !'failing to obey a call-up notice! was with=
dravm against John Zarb by the Comnonwealth. No explicit, reason was given and
costs were awarded against the Connonwealth., At this tine the Liberal Governoent
was having difficulty in moving the Anmendments to the National Service Act through
Parlianent.

Zarb was later re-charged for failing to obey a different call-up notice.

He was tried and sentenced to two years gzaol on Monday 14th Octs Bail was
refused last Friday and an appeal has been lodged against the sentence in the High
Court presently sitting in Sydney. The appeal is listed for mention on Oct. 30th

As yet no firm decision has been nade by Mr, & Mrs. Zarb or John in relation
to increasing the public support widely expressed in his favour, as a means of
assisting his release.

. John will be ably represented in the appeal by propinent Q.C.'s. Counsel
will be appointed this weeks Owing to the ioportance of the case and the 888
uned length of tine involved, lezal expénses areexpected to Be high. 4

YOUR FINANCIAT SUPPORT TS NEEDED.

Make your cheques, money orders, etc. payable to J.il. & I.E. Zarb-and forward
aee/2




ng £ a statement ‘made after queqtionlng Brooks, Cnnstabl Duff
contlnued. 'Why d you break ‘these windows?!

'“I‘lﬂ's i ma‘t‘ter of ethlcs,' Brooks said.

‘“'Bxd you have any permission to do this damage?!

"'No, it's an American store and its an American involvement in Vietnam.

"The windows were valued at 400, Mr, I. Marwick, C,S5,M:, remanded Brooks
for arpre-sentence psychiatric report.” :

"The Age", Saturday, 19th October, 1968.

At this stage we have made no contact with lir. Brooks, but are beglnnxne
enguiries in order to assist him.
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Conscientious OB ctors Discussion Group meets every Friday at ?.30 .p.ln. at
Unity Hall, 636 Bourke Street :




