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Karl Armstrong
10011-69,

A twenty-onme year old offset platemaker (Mel
was due Go register in July 1968. He notified &
Department of Labour and Netional Service of hi
non-registration in January 1969, although his
photograph appeared on over 20,000 'Don't Regi
leaflets since early December 1968 5
He notified the Department again in May 1969, ¢
hls refusal to register; once again received
acknowledgement. 4 cortified letter, sent direc
to Mr, Bury in Canberra, ctating reasons for hi
opposttion to the National Service Act, provok
an acknowledgement but no comment, on May 28th.
1969,...the only response to that date.
After an interval of thirteen months without
action being taken by the suthorities, he conf
the Dspartment, personally, on 17th. Sept. a
At 7p.m. on the szme day,a Sormonwealth Office:
called at his home and conducted an interview
concerning his reasons for non-compliances

On 29th. Oct. 1969 (four days aftsr the elec
he received a summons to appsar in the Melbourn
Court of Petty Sessions on T0th, November at I
to answer a charge of having falled to regist
under the National Service fot, i
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Sir, -
I have been summonsed herc %today to answer to
court for breaking the law. Howsver, since laws are des
protect the innocent and private property, I cannsi Txing
in conscience. to comply with a law which serves only to d
the rights of the indiwvidual. Liah

Just as I feel it is my duty, as a human be
defy this immoral law, I realize that howsver sympathe
magl strate may be to my views, it is his dubty as a servant
court, to carry out this law; although he could refuse to
thi=s law, on principle.

The reason I rofussd to register for National
is because I dery thet the Govermment has any right to p
be democratic and yet enforce conscription.,.for egy pu
civil or military.

Conseription deprives the individual of his
act according to his consciences A motion carried at the
War Trials states that '...ultimatcly the responsibility fo
individuals action lies with himself...'. IFf I acted again

conscience to parfieipate in a war of genccide napalm and
warfare I would then consider myself as gnilty as those in




for overse: 8
that '..we a
Govemmsnt to .sa.n

is my right unds
intend to :Lgncre
against me , to W
Servuce Act. :

I understand t
of my actions accordi =

immoral and undamocrati d o



