CatnoLic MEETING OF TAST Fux-
pAY.—Pursuant to a public notice, the
Catholics of  Ballurat held a pubric
meeting in the Carholic Chapel. after
mass, on last Suaday, when the follows
ing resolutions were duly proposed, se-
conded, and uanimously adopted.

Reilved ;-

L. *““lhat this meeting i» of opinion that their
respected pastur has been insuited by the dis-
gracetii watveatment cndured b, his servaut
at the hands of a governwent official.”

2. “Tbat this meeting, alive to their posi-
tion, fuel that an insult has been offerci, an
well to the . selves us to the aggreguts Catno io
body of this eolony, by the uoco. teous emducs
of Mr. Commissivuer Johuson, towads ovur
rveverend pastor.”

3. * That this meeting i8 of opinion that tha
Mugistrates of Ballarat have been p.ematira
in the decision to which they have arvived ou the
matter, aul that we bere aod therefore call for
a revision of the case, and if the evidence ad«
duced demanid a revesion of thissntence, thag
auch be prampily aud pablicly done.’

4. “That the fo'llowing respocted members
of our congregation be callad wpon and ape
poiated to wait upon the Bench 40 express



T —
our wishes and sen‘iments, as contained in the
foregoing resolution.”

(Here follow the nnaes of the gentlemen who
forme] the depntetion.)

4. *Thac this maeting do nsemble agnin, at-
this place on next Wednesday inorder to hear
and delibsrate upon the resalt of ourdeputation
to the Bench."”

In sccordance with 1he fourth reso-
Jation, the deputation proceeded, at
ghout 12 o'cleck, to Ballarat, fur the
purpose of waiting upon the Bench.
The Bench did pot preside at the time,
and so the deputation through their
Cliairman, sent a message by the Ser-
jeant-Major to the gentlemen comprising
the Bench to say that they wished for
wn interview. Mr. Commissioner Rede,
after detaining the deputation for an un-
eeasonable time, at length made his ap-
pearance, and, whether influenced by a
sense of his own importance, or actuated
with contempt for the deputation and its
ohject, there appeated to be a certa.n
hanghtiness in  his manner which of-
fended the deputation.  Sufficiently re-
anectful, howeven, in his language, he
juformed them that he would nreet them
jn the ante-chamber of the mess room,
and thither they all adjourned. Pre-
viously to reading the shoit address
prvpared for the occasion, the ehairman
requested to know whetlier he might
address Mr. Rede as the Resident Com-
missionep or as the representative of the
Bench? when, after some desultory
conversation relalive to the point of
etiquette, it was agteed that 1t would
Le more consonant with the business
part of the proceedings that three magis-
trates should represent the beneh on the
occasior.  Accordingly Mr. Start and
Capt. McMahon were waited upan with
s message sent by a constable; and
these two gentlemen, with Mre Red:,
met the deputation ia the anteroom
already mentioned.  The chairman then
read the third and fomth resolutions to
the beneh, in a clear and digirfied tone
of voice, entirely, as we thuuzght, in
keeping with the importance both of tl:e
occaxion and the subject. After tle
resolations had bren read, the chainman
observed that it was not bis wish to
embarrasa the government alihough in
a poeition =o to do:; but first 10 liesr
any reasonable reply the Bonch wonld
make. The Beuch first complimented
the depulation in the most Huttering
macmer, upon the orderly and geutle-
mauly way the question was brougit
hefore them. The Tench then replied
*hat they were not only willing hut
snxious that thre cirenmstance should be
rifted to the botlom. i i:lj\l.-lice had
been done, there would be ample amends
made. The trooper who liud =0 abused

the priest's man, and so insulted the
priest Llin=eir, was now under arro-t.

The Beuch were not empowered to
revise a furmer decision without authority
from the Government; bat if the depu-
wntion would communicate witn the
government on the subject, and empower.
the Bench to rehear the charge, they
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Beneh were nut empowered to

e & furmer decision without authority

rom the Gﬁﬂﬂmlel‘u; bt if the depu-
tation would communicate witin the
government or the rubject, and empower
the Bench to mhmbj:{e' charge, they
would willingly do so,

The deputation then retired for the
purpse of communicating with their
constitaants on the reply of the Bench.

On the part of the depwiation wa are
avthorised to state that nothing conlil be
more urbane and polite than the cour-
teous and gentlemanly bearing of botl
Mr Start and Capt. MeMahoo during *
the whole proceedings.

PUBLIC MEETING AT THE
CATHOLIC CHAPEL.

Ae was announced at a public meet-
ing, held on the previous Sunday at the
Catholic Chapel, another meeting was
hild on the succeeding Wednesday (Inst.)
in the same place. This was a meeting
held to know what was the resull of
their deputation to the Ballarat Bench.
As all particulars relative to that depu-
tation, are seen in the sbove report of
the same meeting, it is unnecessary to
enter into particniars.

When all the usual formalities on
such oceasions were properly arranger,
the fullowing two resulutions were put
%o the meeting : —

Firet, proposed by Mr. Dawny, and
reconded by Mr. Hynes.—Curried un-
animously,

*“That it is the spinion of this meeting, that the
decision of the Ballarat Beneh, was wromg ia
the case of James Lard, tronper, v. Johan:ies
M Gregory, for an aileged as<uult; and do euil
upon the {ioverument to Listiiie eaquiry aad
a re-hearing of the case.”

Secon ;' proposed by Mr. Tiiomas
Kennedy, and  seconded by Mr. A.
Tough —Carried unanimously,

“That it is the opinion of this meeting, that the!
conduct of Mr. Commission:r Jounson, to;
wards the Rev. Mr. Bmith, has been culenated |
to awaken the highest feeliugs of ndignation
oo the part of his devoted flock, andl do eal]
upon the Government to institute enquiry into
bis character, and do desire to Lava him up
ance removed from Dallarat.”

The several gentlemen, wlo addressed
the meeting spoke well, and vehemently
derounced the cowardly conduct of the
treoper Lovd, as well as the uncosteous
mivner of Commissicner Jolingan, who
#preared to have been the especial ob-
Ject of ibeir indignation, as may he seen
by the sentiments embodfed in the rero-"
lutions. Pursuant to the épitit of the
verlutions, an address was read to the
Uiceling. calling upon the Governinent to
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instituce enguiry into these grievanees,
whichad {ress wasproposed and seconded,
and unanimonsly carried, ‘The address
is now being forwarded to the proper

authorities.  Whnen the Lusiness of the
meeling was over, it was praposed anc
unanimously adopred, that the Rev, Mr,
Smith be requested to addvess them,
when that reverenu gentleman was ec-
cordingly sent for, and acceded 1o their
wishes,  His address was ¢l racierised
by conlness amd forbearance, yet com-
memliunr_\' of the constitational manner
in which hix followers sought redress
fiom the Govermment, for the iusnlt
offered them chirough bis person, in the
abuse of ks =ervant, by the troo; er
Lord. On concluding his adaress, he
was warmly cheered, when the reverend
gentleman and s Liends adjourned to
the parsonage tu lnu‘l.nke of some re-
freshments.




