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the by-law might encourage similar behaviour elsewhere).

Because such a lot was macle of this victory for democ-
racy it is uecessary to think carefully about jr-rst what
happened and what follows.

The by-law wâs Lln
r¡eonle partrcularlv had t
änd'opénly clefied the au
would still be there. It
too highly.

Br-rt there were other very important factors in its
repeal. They, too. shoulcl be closely examinecl.



the war from their hearts.

Their opposition is quite correct.

HOW YOU LOOK AT IT

llut iu this case they became great cham¡lions of cleuroc-
racy.

Ancl why ?

One reason we have given.

" and the pretence that
important to Australia's
This wav thev can pre-

emocracy whiôh is 'the

maintain this pretence and to rule by "democrecy."

Thus on this matter oleni
eneuríes of democracy for th their
whole system on real violenc came
out as great charnpions of cl

They repealed the bylaw.

But their repeal of the by-law hacl no serious implica-
tions for thern at all. At least to some degree it simply fitted
in 'with their own ideas. In other words they made virtue of
necessity. They were ng campaign
in a world climate f They them-
selves, for their own too enthusi-
astic about the war. Thus they made a great "democratic"
issue of their repeal. It was a great victory for clemocracy!
It showed that the people's will can prevail! The very
argument and the very claims show how unusual such a vic-
tory is. This example was used to demonstrate democracy
at work. Can you remember âny other such example?

If you can, then it is certain that it would, be on a
matter as inconsequential as this bylaw. The capitalists gave
away their by-law because it was of no very great importance
to them. Being of no very great importance it was easy to
give away and easv to capitalise heavily in propagancla about
clemocracv.

Moreover the whole thing threatened to get out of
hancl. Failure to give way meant that the authorities were
helping the young peo¡rle to learn, and quickly at that, the
real content of the much vaunted clemocratic system. Their
knowledge woulcl soon be passing frorl the stage of sl<lgans
about the archaic laws and even the Vietnam war to query
the basic nature of the whole ovstem.



Retention of the .by-Iaw involved greater potential threat
to their system of law'and order than its repeal.

by-law these
were ample
defamation,

Act and so on. So even on
their own gror,rncl these gentlemen were shown to keep their
porvcler clw.

The truth is they ale'not at all.
Tlrey :rre champions of 'a ho eY -arc
charípions of force and',iolen f their
own wealth ancl power agains

:r r I þu¡ thev are not fools. They constantly cliscuss their
tactics of strr-rggle.

suited thern much better to
nd. They repeâled
f democracy. They
One of them even

NOTHING HAS CHANGED

tr.
'fþen, top, it was

rrgçcl rrot worry too rn
uealecl the romanticisrn
i\o more leaflets will be

¡'rr rfh,roughout Australia (and indeecl througho_ut the so-
callecl westérn worlcl) the capitalist class is sõrely pressecll

All sortç of struggles 'of the people are going on. 'fhe
social system is really falling apart. For the first time in

capitalism. ' 'i t"t'

DECEPTION BEST TACTIC

But todav they are awakening. Deception still has
great swav. l)emociacv has infiuite'äppeal. ''fhe cieception
of clenlocracv 'has not yet run its course. It still ltas a slisht
reserve.
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Tþus our capitalist rulers exploit this reserve. 'l'hey
try to breathe new life into it. Accordingly in the name of
clemocracy they make a great deal of reièáling this byJaw.

to.y. The methods of struggle had nothing in common with
measured arg_urnents through the court5. Victory came
though outright clefiance of the law.

Then those whom we call revisionists, that is, those
rvho call themselves Communists but who have taken all the

T'his repeal of the byJaw is not the only triumph of
this "demociacy". Univeísity authorities havd relaxed their

lts a people. 'Ihe
capitalists y'unimportant
questions mselves'and to
let worke

NO DEMOCRACY IN ABSTRACT
The workers ancl stuclents have

victories (because at heart the ca
concecle anything) but they shor,rld
tricks of the enemv over whom they

Ðemocracv is a grand word.

But it is a word that can onlv be understood as a matter
concerning social classes, of class struggle. Democracy for
whom? is the question. There is freedom of the press but
who otl-rer than the monopolists has the means to run a
dailv newspaper? Ancl any other clernocratic right can be
testecl in .a similar wav.

There is clemocracy to orvn zr l-ruge factory. There is
freedom to exploit wottetr. There is'Îreeclom to work in
the factories and be erploited. But in fact where does this
clemocratic right get you? The fact is that Australia is owned
lock, stock ancl barrel by U.S. monopolies, British non-
opolies and a few local nonopolies. It is they who rule. It
is they who wage war in Vietnam, who impose conscription.

On any question that really threatens them they call
out their police, they use the army, they use the courts,
they use the gaols. Even in this they get up to all sorts of
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cunning tricks. It is all done in the name of presewing
democracv, in the rìame of the rule of law. In lhe courtl

CRITICAL WEAPON IS FORCE

svsten itsel!_ is what is reouirecl. All struggles urust have
that aim. They must not siop halfway.

T'he critical s fascism.
Fascisn is the business.
Democracy uncl cloak of
czrpitalist force. idence of
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