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The writer of thi s pamphl et, a laborer, who ser ve d

a senten ce in company with nine 0 (' t he T welve in

various g'aols in N.S.vV., h ere sets clown in sober lan>
guage hi s experiences and opinions , after some close

and unders tanding couversat ionr wit h severa l of th e

111en whom h e thcrcmet.

H e makes g rave ch a r g es against the gener'ul ad­
ministration of prison s in t h at S t a te . but what con­
cer ns us mor e, he emphasi ses th e fact that th e
'Twelve are being specia lly. s ingled out amid the hor-

. ribl e con di ti on s h e de scribes h erein , f or st ill worse
treatment .

W e make no comment upon th e conclus ions h e
draws, a s to th e po ssibiliti es of re forms, but we do

wish to· call the a t t en tion of wo rkers that t he J11HS­

t el' class . fu r from diff'er entiating them a s "political"
prison ers, is actuall y killin r; the m en bv a procos.,
that C ~ 1I 1 onl y be descri bed as slow murder.

Let this fac t- be under s t ood by the 111aSS of wo r k­
ers, and we will hr. well sa t isfied tha t t h is cont r ihu­
tion will not h a ve been in vain.

- -T H E n ELE AS E COlVflVIITTEE .
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TORl"URING '-rHE

~}~'~<l.'-"~5\,\GT will be 111 Y purpose in, thi s p~ .m ph let .to .
I '~I ".-") .J, 1 b I' tl . ti k'('f~/ f ! V ):~':-r:;y'; pace crore 1e 'l'evolu 10lUU y wor ers
~~ II "~~V{ of thi s cou ntry facts in connection with
~m ,, ~ ~5 the manner in which the twelve LW .W.
~~',_:, -v-., ~-~ -.:~2 111en have been , and ' are being, treated

in t he Lastilles of N.S.vV., sin ce their
incarceration in September, 191G, as well as, to touch
on variou s matters connected with prison adminis­
tration in the N.S .V\!, g aol s-c-rnostly as thuy concern
the . twelve. Now; many workers believe that the
twelve 111en are r eceiving specia l treatment and con­
sideration; in fact, beli eve that they are being
treated as political prisoners.

Such, however, is not t he ease . On th e contrary,
the men have actually been t rea ted wors ~ than or ­
dinary pri soners, at least up t o the latt er end of
1918, 'while some of th em ha ve been specia lly marked
out forpersecution a t th e hands of the most servile
and cowa r dly, ye t cr uellest, prison offi cialdom that
exis t s in any country in t he wor ld .

Vance Marshall's excellent littl e book , "Jail f1'0111

Within," only gives a r ough out line of condit ions
as thev exist in New Sout h Wal es prisons.
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Now, .man y people naturally expect that, conse-
.quent upon the expos ures con tained in that book,
th » Government, 01' the Cza r of Pri sons , ill the per­
son of~h elate Comptroller-Cen eral McCawley, would
have made some effor t to remedy th e abuses and to
safeguard 'prisoners against the persecution of ofIi-
cials. ' ,
, But no attempt , was made to do anything. The

. same despotic tyranny and persecution prevails to­

. day as then, and as 20 01' even 50 years ago. There
are over 500 rules in connection with the prison re-
gulations and general orders, which prisoners are .,

· expected to know, yet not one of them 'wher ein they
have the slightest chance of obtaining justice from
the authorities .

A.n in stance in point: One r egulation empowers
each and ever y prisoner to tak e his turn in acting
as delegate in the cook-house. According to that ]"e­
gulation he is empowered to watch over the weigh­
ing, cooking and handling- of the prisoners' food, and
to .condemn an y rations that h e may consider t o be
unfit for h tunan con sumption. - .'

\ .

In Goulburn Gaol one day towards the end of
191.8, Donald Grant was acting as delegate, and 011

that day condemned the potatoes ; which \\'P1'e: and
had been Ior som e tim e past, diseased, and unfit
for 111en to ea t .
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Breakers of Men ......
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That evening at 5.30 Grant was taken out of hi s
-cell into th e. cook-hou se, and conf ronted with th e
("' ~~ ' ~"'~ A" I " ..... ,,, ,.10"\ ",1 \ ~·hf) \Ti L,if'in£)' Qlll'o·/.:>nl) 1"))'
\..xvvellJ\.lI \lIVYV U C<.lu/, . \'''L v ' .nJ,l.v..... & ..., ...... 6"'''' .. ' ~ • .

Gillespi e, of Coulburn . and \Vanlel' Heynolds.And
this is what occurred- as told to m e some time :xfb:lj '
by Grant in Bathurst.

Doctor: "Do yo u say th ese potatoes are unfit f'or
human eOnSU l11ption '!" Grnnt : "Yes, certainly I
do." Doctor: " What is \\TOll~ ~' wit h th em?" Grant:
"T am not. an entomologist. I .ut th ey arc dis eased

. I
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Br eaker s of Men

and unfit for n1e11 to eat" Doctor-: "\;\1ell, [l man
like you ought to be kicked, and if I had 111y way 1
'would have you k icked. ' G Pvel'lIOl' t o Gr ant : "Do

' you still say they are unfi t for 111eIl to eat ?" Grant:
"Of course, I do!" The Governor then ordered
Grant to be lock ed in t he punishment or blade cell.

A bout three 11" " " ", l" {- Dl ' he HT !:l ~ t aken out <) 11 (1.L .L " v \I '-' ''''''' 1 VLl _L 0 1(,(,, \.1 \...;1. 1 " '-'\i....... v_ ......._.... .... _~ • .(J..

brought before the visitin g justic«, and charged
with m aking a "frivolous complaint. " (The "spuds"
which were produced to th e beak had been "readied"
in the m eantime.) The following sta t ements were
made and sworn to, \V1'1 en the doctor was ques­
t.ioned by Grant bef'or e , the beak, ' rela t ive to his
s ta t ement that evening, that "if he 'had had his way
he would have him (Grant) kicked ," he denied using
the words, but qualifi ed th em by repeating, "But I
do so now," Warder Reyno lds was then questioned
by Grant, and admitted . that the doctor did use
those words t o Grant in Ule cook-hous e , (sworn)"
Grant then q~l .J .. " " "" "l 4·1~ " 1' '' ''1- OIL the plea that he\.:J c . uUUle;:-, ;-:.eu ldl C k l\::;C, \. \ , . c,~

was m erely acting wi thin hi s rights, as a delegate.
on behalf of the r est of th e pri soners :for that day,
in condemnin g food which he cons cient ioirsly be­
lieved t o be unfit for 111 en "to ea t , and which had been
the su bj ect of complaints bv prisone rs f or some
time past, wi th the r esul t t hat the beak appeared to
be sympathe t ic.

Then the Govuruor h opped up and addressed the
beak to tl"c c fl'ect t hat Grant was a very intelligent
man; and , therefore, oue who was a danger to prison
disciplin e,

II o nuulo r.u .h and Ltls(\ ' lssl' l't. ions as to Grant
Iw\'in g been Lhe cau :-.:· (~ o l' a lot of t rouble in jail.
\\fllen asked hy Gran t i n g ive fact s, he replied, "Yes.
J will r: j v c~ facts, .:\t <l concert hdd in th e gaol re­
centl y th « urisoncr r ef used to stand when ' 'God
S<lVP t.h« I<i ng' W(I :~ Iwi ng- ,~ tl n ~): , when ordered to do
;.; () h ~' ~ l. j)I 'j ;;':()J) ofTl('i;tl. ' !
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Now, .many people naturall y expect that, conse-
.quent upon the exposures contained in that book,
the Go vernment, 01' the Cza r of Prisons , ill the per­
son ofJ he la t e Comptroller-Cen eral Mcflawley, would
have mad e some effor t to r emedy the abuses and to
safeguard -pr isouers against the persecution of ofli-. , . ,

ClalS.

. But no attempt was made to do anything. Th e
. same despotic tyranny and persecution prevails to­

day as then, and a s 20 01' even 50 years ago. There
are over 500 rules in connection with the prison re-

, gulations and general orders, which prisoners are .,
expected to know, yet not one of them wherein they
have the sligh t es t chance of obtaining .i ustico from
the authorities. .

An instance in poin t: One r egulation em po we rs
each and ever y prisoner to take hi s turn in acting
as delegate in th e cook-house. According t o that 1 '· (~­

gulation h e is empowered to wat ch over the weigh ­
ing, cooking and h andling- 0 [! the prisoners' fo od , and
to .con dem n any rations t hat h e may con side r to be
unfit for human con sumption. - ,

In Goulburn Gao l one da y .towards the end 0 f
191.8, Donald Grant was actin g as delegate, and on
that day condemn ed t he potatoes, whi ch were, and
had been JOl' some tim e past, di seased, and unfit
for m en t o eat.

That even ing a t 5.30 Gr ant was taken out of hi s
'cell into t he. cook-ho use, and confro nted with th e
Governor (now dead), . t he visit ing surgeon, Dr,

. Gill espi e, of Co ulb urn, and \Va1'(1 e1' Reynolds, And
thi s is what occurred-as told t o me some tim e .u' te r
bv Grant ill Bathurs t.

Doctor: "Do you say th e-« pota t oes are unfit fo r
human consumption ?" Grn nt : "Yes, certainly 1
do. " Doctor: "What is w ron t; w ith th em?" Craut :
"1 a m no t all t~Il Lomulo g;i st, t.ut they arc di seased
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and unfit for 111<::11 to eat ." Do ctor-; "\IVell , n 111HJ1
like you ought to be kicked, a n d if I hac 111y way I
would have you kicked." Gov ernor to Grant: "Do

'you still say they are unfit for 111en to ea t ?" Grant:
"Of course, I do!" The Governor then ordered
Grant to be locked in the punishment or black ' cell.

About three hours later h e was taken out and
brought before the visi ti ng justice, and charged
with making a " frivol ou s co mpla int .' (The "spuds"
which were produced to the beak had been "readied"
in the meantime.) The f ollowing st a t ements w er e
made and swor n t o. V\" 1'1 e11 t hc rlcct or was Cl ues­
boned by Gran t bef'orc ..the beak, r elative to his
statem en t that eve ning, t hat "i f h e had had hi s way
he would have him (Gn1.nO kieke d," h e denied using
the words, but qualifi ed t he m by repeating, "But I
do so now." \tVardcr Rey no lds wa s then questioned
by Grant , and admi t t ed th at the doctor did use
those words to Gr an t in t h e cook-h ouse (sworn) ..
Grant th en addressed th « beak , on the plea that h e
was merely acting wi thin hi s rights, as a delegate,
on behulf of the rest 0:' t h« pri son ers f'or that day:
in condemning food which he conscicn tiou'slv be­
li eved t o be unfit fo r m en to ea t , and which held been
th e sub ject of complaints by pris oners for S0111e

tim e past, with the result that t he beak appeared to
be sy mpat he t ic .
TIH~n t he Gove rnor hopped up and addressed t he

beak to th e dr(~ct that Grant was a ve ry intelligent
man , and, th erefore, 011 C who was a dan ger t o p rison
di sciplin e.

He in cHic rash a nd i'a bt' ( t ~~ S (' l -ti on s as t o Gran t
havin r; l> e ( ~11 th e cau:-=·(' of a lot of t ro uble in jail.
\Vh cl1 -a~~kt)rl hv Cl'anL l o g ive f a ct s. he repli ed, " Yes,
I will p:i \'(~ f'act.s, A t c-l cOIIc-er L held in th e gaol re·­
centlv th e uri sonor I'pf llse d to s tand when '(-;0(/
Save LIl(~ I\iug' wa s being S \l n~): . wh en ()J.·del'<-.~d to do
:~ () h)· a PI 'j :;:()ll offir !.rl."

1:'
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B reakers of IVlen

The Gover no r was allud in g- Lo an i ncident that
occu r r ed a shor t wh ile pre viou sl v , wh en Gra n t and
Mcl-herson atten ded on e of th ose pa t r iotic affa irs .
and while " Gal" Save" was b eing sung remained'
s it t in g . Upon being or dered to ~ ·~ b tl1 cl by a warder,
theyinformed him t hat t hey had conscien t ious oh­
j ections to doin g so .

The Governor th en stated th a t Gr a nt had been
endeavour ing to cause a go-s low strike among th e
prisoners. By thi s statement h e was refer r ing t o
the fact that about 40 of the long- sentence priso­
ners in "B" wing had been, fo r S0111e w eeks past,
leaving their dinner s on t h e bar row on "rabbi t'
days.

Practically the whole of the lon g- sentence Ine 11
had been r equesting t hat they be taken orr r abbit,
and put 'on meat, but wit hout s uccess , A s rabbit at
any time-c-especi all y the manner in which it is
cooked in jail-is a very unpalatable food to the
average person. . t he m cu refused to touch their
dinners on th ose days at a ll. By so doing they were
without a m eat d ie t f or /18 h ours contin uo uslv . as
prisoners onl y r eceive meat once a da y at mid-day.

Go vernor Millard Ilext inform ed t he beak that h e
was havin g' great ditlicul t y in cond uct ing th e pr iso n)
in his op inion du e t o C: l'a l1t'~ influence. H e asked
that a h eavy penal t y he imposed. wi tl: th e r esult
that Grant r eceived 40 hours il l t he puni sh mcn t ce ll
on JG oz. bread and \\'a tcr a dav .

\\THAT " SOLIT,:\ i ~ v ,. TvIE ANS .

I wi ll 11 0 vv desCI'i he, CI. L :--',() In C ICJlgt h. Lh(' S,\' S1. <.\ 111 () r
cell pun ish men till fl i ('. L() d 0 11 PI' iso 11 C1.s f () I' I)i' Ca(' Iu :s
() f t 11 e r cgulati ons .

III th e first place, a l'Lcr i t nuu: 11ilS coinplc l.crl It is
solitary confinement hi s puni shment docs not t1lf.l/l

CC\~\~ (' . ( P i ' h e fo rfe it s , 1'(\ 1' ;, O I1 H ' (' () l l s i dC I' ;.d )] (' Li l1 H'

I
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after, mun y concession s , and all indulgences. IIe is
not allowed to have lights in hi s ce ll, OJ' books either,
for three weeks af'tcr ; is not .a llowed to receive or
write letters for two mouths, and loses his allow­
ance of tobacco , matches, tea" and sugar (only given
to lon g-s entence pri soners who have served twelve
months of th eir sen te nce ) f01' six months,

He is also r ed uccd to a No. 2 ration for a certain
period (according t o the duration of cell confine­
mont) before he go es on to a No.3, and, if engaged
on work catrying a 'No. -l, then on to the latter 01'

highest ration.

The gaol regulation book states, that where a pri­
soner has been confined for a period of seven days
after completion of punishment, he must remain on
a No.2 for one month, then on a No.3 for a month,
even though, during those' two months, he may be
workin u on a oj ob that carries a No .4 ration ..-

A no t h er r egulation s t a tes, that consequent upon
the r ecommendations of the Prison Dietary Board
of :U)) 1, a ce r t a in sca le of l'H tions has been laid
clown, based upon th e decisi on s of expe r t dietetical
authoriti es, as food r equirem ents for the preserva­
tion of th e h ea lt h and st.reng'th of persons engaged
in tasks of eli Il'cren t ca pacit ies . For instance, those
wh o .u:e engaged on t he hard est description of labor,
such as blacksmithing, ca rpent ering, boot-making,
axe-work , etc., r ecei ve th e hi gh est ration , a No. tl ,
consisting of 8 ozs . h ominy m orning and evening,
a 24 oz . loaf of bread P CI' day, and for dinner, 1.6 oz.
meat (uncook ed, an d includin g Done, fat, and
gristl e) . IG oz. vegetah ](~s (uncooked weight), 1. oz.
rice, <tndl oz. su gar. TI)() : ~(~- wh o are engaged at
modern t c labor r ccei \'(; a No. ;-~ ration, which con­
si sts 0 r 8 oz. h om in y TlJo r ning and eve nin g, 18 oz.
loaf of bread pe t' cl a y, 12 ozs . me a t , 1.2 ozs. vege­
tables (both un cook ed}, 1 oz. rice and 1. oz. sugar.
While t hose wh o a r c doing ligh t labor, s uch a s

, '
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sweepers , washermcn , etc., rece ive a No .2 r ation, "
consisting OIl! R O''-/ l '\U" -11'll'11:\i; mot-n ine nllrl l>u(.ln lno·. l g.... . . U LJ . l ,-JII J1.l1 C J ((,. l !\. \ " t "" ...... .... ... ·0 ' ._.

oz. loaf of bread pel' cl ay, 8 oz. meat, 8 oz. veget a bles ,
and 1 oz. rice pel' day.

Prisoners who a re se rving three months or under,
01' those .doing sepa rate, i.e., the first portion of one' s
sentence-s-ranging :f1'0111 7 da ys to three months, ::lC"

cordingTo the leng th of se ntence a n d number of
convictions- or th ose awa iti ng transfer . t o another

.... gaol, r eceive the actua l starvat ion ration, a No.1,
which consi sts of 8 oz. hominy 11101'nin g and 'evening, .
a 14- oz. loa f of bread pe l' da y , G oz. meat, G oz. or
vegetables a nd 1 oz. of rice.

To r eturn t o the punishn1ent , of prisoners tor
breaches of di scipline: where t he cell puni shment is
over 7 da ys , but, under 14 days , he goes two month s
on each r ation, and 011e' extra 111 0nth for everv 7
days 0 1' portion thereof ove r that. .
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GItANT DOES l,'SOLITAU Y."
/

Now, in th e ca se of Donald Grant , r ecently ~e ll'"

tenced in Long Bay t o 21 days in th e black cell for
refusing to address a warde r as "Sir," h e mu stje­
main t hree month s on a No. 2, th en an oth er t h ree
mont h S on a No. n, even t ho ugh during' that -period
h e may be engaged on t.ho hardest description of
'la bor , ca r ry ing a No. ,I.

That is just one in s tance where, according' t o t he
decisions of t he Priso n Diet arv Boa r d of ID11 , it is
impossi bl e 1'01' the man to preserve hi s heal th a nd
st rengt h, becau se , raJ.' six mon t hs, 11 (\ r emains Oil a
a r edu ced ration , t hough P l'l' l i ( l p ~; e llgag'ed on hi s
1:0 1'111 e 1' \\, 01'1\, ca r rying H No. ,L

As before mentioned , nll in d ulge nces are fo 1'­
f eited for six months after ce ll confinement , when
h e then goes on to a' No . 1 ind ulgence To r til l'e l~

,



months. 'I'h is consis ts of l. oz. to bacco, 4 QZ. su gar,
2 oz. t ea pel' week. l-Ie thCJ1 contin ues on fo r a n­
other three months on a :No. 2 ind ulgence of 1-.\ 'oz.
tobacco, 6 oz. sugar; and 2 .oz. tea before go ing on
full indulgence of 2 oz . tobacco , ·1. oz. tea , and 8 oz.
sugar pel' week .

Several of the twelve have dur ing their incarce ra-
tl'Oil }-, ee l l sentcnced to cellula r nI l n; C' 1" ,...... A~"l t " ,;th ~ +- ... _ .... ~:J 1I v .. . I J \..l J.IL 0 11.1L . \...., 11 , vv i v 1 ~\J i)

accompanyin g loss of pr ivilegeg and indulgences;
'som e on the m ost trifling breaches.F~~·in has been
"pounded" for insolence on at least two occasions, so
has Jack Hamilton. Onl y la st vear Lar k in was given
7 days a nd 6 months coer cion for in solen ce to a war­
der. T. will describe . t his syst em of ' coe rcion, or as
it is called in offi cia l pr ison circles , non -associa t ion .

After a prisoner comple tes h is punishment he is
isolated in a small walled 'yar d , about 7 feet by 15
fee t lon g , and put a t any work t hat may be given
h im . He is escor ted t o and from h is cell t o the
coer cion yard after a ll ot her -prisone rs are at work,
and during,the whole per iod is unable t o speak to his
Iellow-prisoners , as well as be ing deprived of all con­
cessi on s a nd indulgences.

,
I
I
I
I

I
I
\'
\
1

\

.',

Breakers of Men ii r

' '!i'l

THE 1VI.i\N-BJ-U~Al(EnS AT \VORK. '"

F ellow-workers, ask yourselves the qu estion : Is it
possible fo r the twelve to do th eir ful l time under
such conditions with out being eit h er driven mad 01'

breaking u p ? . F . 'yV. .Joh ns ton. f'rom Broken Hill ,
did practically th e whole of hi s sent ence in Coulb urn
j n t he coerc ion yard , and a s Gn1l1t told 1118, became
so tha( he was unable to ~~,peak to Iu s fe llow 111cLrl

af'tc r hi ~~ long pun ishmcut." Ano th er 111(1n there, of
wh om Grant nu-u l.ioued l.o me a nd of t he facts eon ­
cerning whom he is prepa r ed to swea r , has been i n
th e ('o·c\'('.ion yard [oJ' OV(~~ I ' l:\\ 'n years, and w hnn
s poken to is J) I'H S,tic;J il,\' lnl;-\!>l c .to rep ly .
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In no other pri son system in L!H2 cont inent docs
a prisoner' s punishment continue on after he has

.finished his confi nerncn t to the black cells . Neithe r
does he lose an y concessions or indulgences, ex­
cepting while actually undergoin g hi s punishment in
the cell. Neither are they subjected to the 'same
petty tyranny and per secution t hat is the lot of the
unfor..tunatcs />",~ .(~ ,~" r1 ~ ..~ 1\T ~.U T · orisons Tlll'~L.\I\I'-' D v\.{.l.J I 1 J..1.\...t\..A • ..1J. 1 .J.. ' .~ .' r . 1"'..... -. ......, ..... ....... ....0

frightfulness and : t yranny is undoubtedl y 11101'8
, marked in both Bath urst and Long Bay Gaols than
in most .of the .0t h e:L:s . It was primarily due to this
form of frightfulness that brought about the "Buck­
ley Riot" in Bathurst in February of last year.

It is well that workers should know the facts con­
cerning this brutal affair-one that is by no 111eanS
a rare occurrence in N. S.\V. prison s .

One Sunday in F ebruary, while most of the priso­
ners were locked in their cells, the negro Buckley
was alleged to have been brutally assaulted and
kicked by .several warders , .including one named
Bligh. The awful screams of the 111an, as well as

.. the sounds of kicking and t hudding, could be di s­
tinctly heard by eVGl'Y man in th e wing.

On the ne xt day Grant, Reeve, Glynnand F agin
. interviewed Governo r Steele ill regard to th e all eged

kicking. H e in f or m ed them that h e was glad t hey
had com e t o him about th is affair, but that he could
assure t hem that there h ad been no ki cking. Later
that morning it was reported thro ug ho ut t he gao!
that Buckley was in ;t bad way . On parade, after
dinner, wor d went along t he I inc fo r a ll m en to stand
solid and ask that a n inq uiry be immediat elv held
by the vis iting magistrate. However, due to a 111is ­
underst anding by 1110st "of the 111en, only the fo ur
and one other mall s tood out, and they repeat ed t heir
req uest to t he Covcrnor. Til e ]atter expressed to
Glynn his surprise to ~ec him mix ed up in au alla ir
of that sor t. Glynn repli ed that it miirh l. j){l h is
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ttl I'll next, wl: ile R eeves i nf'orru ed him that he had
l wcn t hreat ened with a kiek ing by a warder :\11
T ( ,,~ r)" T~ q u T) elJuPC' ·11 <.: n h'=l rl n ('(' ;;] " :n1' i"o ~ nu '1 com
. J .•;", ' ~ l ~: :, . 1_;~ ";.· " • .'. I.'V '--' t '-i ....1 C"'A .... .J ' .J .... G.... .. ... ...... -..._ c ~, ;-:; ! __ ! v -; J (:"1..,Y (:. . -

p la int to the visit ing' .i ustice S01118 · time before in :
r eference to threatening language used to him by a
warder. H e r eceived little sympat hy from the beak,
being informed that he was there to be punished and
obey an y or ders f rom all official s.

SOLJ DARITY, EVEN IN . GAOL.

Next day on parade after dinner 29 men stood
their ground, and put in a request that an immediate
inquirw be held. Their names were taken and
about three o'clock 24 of them were brought before
.the visit ing justice under an ar med guard to lay
their complaint. Each 111an was brought in singly
t o the St a r Cham ber to state hi s complaint and then
es cor ted out and lined up face against the wall. Each
man was then taken singly back before the beak,
charzed wi t h making a false vstatement , and sen­
t cnccd to 7 cl ay s. That night Bathurst "lags" en­
iovcd one of the few con certs that have been held
i;h'ere for year s, fo r right throughout the ni ght these
reb els, who understood the value of solida rit y ev en
in .i ail , kep t a roar ing si ng-song going. Most of the
men were th en sent to other gaols , where they re­
ceived a n additional sen t ence of f rom 24 h ou r s up t o
six cla ys Io r holdin g th e "entertainmen t." I will
digress f or a moment to ex plain what h appened to
a fe w of these m en wh o were se nt t o Coulburn.

O IW of the men , N ugget Gleeson, ser ving a Jive
v (' (tl' :-; ' se n tence, in addition to doing se ven days over
u.e .nuckl ev affa ir , r cccivcd {111 ad ditional six days
for tal\in g: p.rrt in t he "concer t. " Furthermore. .he
wa s pu t 1.;·{\ ck int o "A " divi sion , or Separate, to corn­
pj ('t c h i; sent ence. 'I'ha t is to say, h e was confined
to hi :--: ('.(~ II dur irur l. hc whole 24 hours, excc pl. iug for



- -----_._-~._-.---. .. _ . - <~ -'.--. - -- --

\
\

.. Breakers of Men

i
j;
' ·1
.J.,
.~
.1
I
;i
•

~; ;
I
I

: 1

.-1
·1
; j
; 1
, I
: ~

; :. .

;{
'i
I •

! ·1
!

';

one hour in the morning r.nd afternoon in th e co­
ercion yard, right up to the date of his release 011

June 2.7. For being" put back into "A" division bv .
.wIcCa-wley's orders he lost about 12 days remission ,
as well as 39 days for his actual period in the punish­
rnent cell. For every day. that a prisoner is con­
fined to cell punishment he 'loses three days rernis­
sian, though there is nothing in the regulation book
that states that remission may be lost because a
man is put back into '~A" division. .So it appears
that McCawley's action is actually against the rules
of the prison system. Two other 111en there were
treated somewhat similarly, though not quite so
'har shly. .,.,

To return to the "Buckley Riot" in Bathurst. Next
. day on parade the I.vV.VI. 111en stood out and re­
fused to go to work until an assurance was given
that an inquiry would be held into the alleged kick­
ing. Twice they were ordered to their jobs by that

J monster of iniquity, Chief-Warder Ure, and twice
Glynn, acting as spokesman, refused. They were then
approached by the Deputy-Governor. After a dis­
cussion with him, and realising they were only four,
and could do no further good in the matter, they de­
cidedi to go to work. In this instance the prison au­
thorities, being afraid of any publicity that might
be given the case, did not attempt to punish the 111en.
However, a day or two later, when IVI1'., Nicholls,
IVI.I-I.R., for Macquarie, visited the gaol to interview
the foul', he was told by Chief-\iVarder Ure that he
could only see one of the 111en-Reeves--as the
other three had already had one visit for the 1110nth.

Now, that was a deliberate lie, for not one of t he
111en had 11 ad a visit that month. Nicholl s 1n811 ..

tioned to Reeves that he wanted to see the other
three, too. Grant tackled the Chief-Warder after
for being deliberat ely deprived of a visit, .and the

... .
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latter lied to him by st at ing that Nicholls had only
asked to see Reeves. .

-It mu st be understood that no cne had seen Buck­
ley since the alle ged kicking. He 'vas not even taken
out of his cell to be tried, but the r iagistrate brought
there to him.

For over a fortnight he was, ke it in his cell with­
out anyone getting a glimpse of j tim.

Why was he kept there during- the whole time
without having an hour's exercise? Was it to allow
time for his wounds to heal? The other 111en who
were sentenced over him were allowed two hours'
.exe.r cise pel' day.· \ ...

When the L\V.\V, men waited upon the "Governor
"in regard to the kicking they were told that the mat­
ter was a very serious one, that Buckley would pro­
bably be taken outsid e and tried in a criminal court
for maliciously wounding, for he~had' stabbed Warder .
Bligh with a knife in the neck. If that was so, why
was it that they did not take him outside and try
hirn ? They evident ly had a sure case against the
man. Was it becau se the negro ha 1 been so brutally
man-handled that it would be Ul1 vise for them to
take him out side into an open court? Why, they
to ok a prisoner out of Parramatta and sentenced him
to life for merel y at t empting to stab one of the high
officials there.

This man Bligh was back on his job a day 01' two
after th e occurrence, with a piece of st icking; plaster
about J inch sq ua re on his , neck. As a recognition
of his gTeat "courage" in handling the negro, with
about six ot he rs to help him, he shor tl y afterwards
recei ve e! a s tri pe.

\VHERE SOLJ LS ARE CRUSH E D.

If ever there exis ted a f'r igh tf'ul hell-hole where­
. in men; especially those who are "pr epared to stand

on their dig. a little, are subjected to every insult
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and t yranny, wherein t he food supplie d is of the
." , . I. • • • 1 ltl ]vuest, unnt 1:0 sus i.um rne il i ii proper riea.en nne

strength , wherein t he rnajoritv of t he warders r e­
gard their vict ims as mere playthin gs , where t here
is treatm ent ca lculated to drive In e11 t o de speration,
then that place is Bath urst Gao l. Unless a 111an is
a " shelf," that is , an informer on hi s fellow prison-

.ers, and pr epar ed t o f awn at-the feet of officials, the
••1-. : ..• !' ' ;:'''-,1.,(181' 11'1 nar t icular 11 e 11'"' S OJ hard lot to COIl·,l.,..11! C:.L ., l £..t...L.l ~ .L..l.&. IJ ....." .... ..a. __ .. .. _ \ , , (: \,. Ct. c\,

t end a gainst. On e g rea t indignity w!lich prisoners
there are s ubjected to 11101'e so than anywhere else,
and which "i s even r epugnant t o the warders them­
selves, is the searching of prisoners eve ry evening
at lock-up' t ime before 5 o'clock,

The prisoner stands' in his cell face t o the wall,
coat, vest .a nd boots off , and trousers unbuttoned.
He then faces the searcher with ar111S outstretched
.at right angles to the body , The warder run s hi s
hands down th e prison er from th e linger tips all over
hi s bod y a nd iigh t down t o th e sales of his fee t. If
h e' is s uspected of ha vin g a ny tobacco con ceal ed abo ut
hirn a nywhe re t hat m a y esca pe the vigilance of t he
searcher! he is ordered to " strip naked," I kn ew one
111an who, after. tobacco had been found on him, was
ordered t o be str ippe d every ni ght for a for t nigh t.
The chief warder has even s too ped t o th e t a ctic of
placing' a knife in an in con spicuou s place in a prison ­
ers cell fo r th e pur pose of de tecting whet her t he
warder s were making a t ho rough sear ch of the cell.

The doctor vis its th e gaol daily for the purpose of
exam ini ng pr iso ners who desire hi s services, eit her
through sickness or r equ est s Jar a change of di et,
etc., the doc tor bei ng t he onlv person wh o has t he
l)OW Cl' to or der a change. Well, t he whole thing is
an absolute tarcc . T he pr isoners who have r e­
ques t ed to see hiIII a re bro ugh t in, one at a t [111 8, and
th er e make t heir req uest to t he doct or wit h the chief
warder standing by. In all cases t he doctor doc,')
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not act 011 hi s own knowl e.l ve or cx nc r icnce of ea ch
personal case, but is guided 'Gy a nod or shake of the
head of the ch ie f' ward er.

A few instances in point: The gaol fireman, per­
f'orrni ng t h (~ 11 enviest and 1110St f'atiguin g work 0 r

-any prisoner th ere , reqnested the, doctor that he be
put on stew. The doctor informed him that he could
not do so, as he (th e fir eman) was not sick. -Not
long after, the head gardener, a fine healthy looking
fellow, engaged in a congenial occupation, -ln ade the
san1e l'P'(lll(·)~d· Th P r1 ()()h, l' -f-i l'cd· co I) ~ 1"1 ""1\Trv " 1", 4- ~ t, ~~

'- •• # ".1. • - - ~ • • v , - ........ ...... .....'1. ....., "'" v ,-, .a... l 1 ...... U \.J "'Ju..~ \ ....t .l. '"( v, JJ II '" LL1e
chief warder replied, "You had better put him on it ,
doctor," which the latter there and then did. The
same thing occurred in regard to another healthy ­
looking individual, Dempsey by name, working in the
tailor' s shop at light labor, who was put on stew,
while other m en. who are practically dying, are un-
able to get it. .

I have spoken to men in Bath urst who have served ­
sentences in gaols in other States and other parts
of th e world, and all we r e a g reed that the -prison
( ; :,' ~; ten1 of N.S .\\!". was th e 111 0st brutal of any. The
qu estion will naturall y be asked why is thi s th e case?
Why is it t ha t t h a t State lags fur behindall the rest
in th e matter of pri son 1'e.f01'111? The only apparent
answer to th e question is t his : Th e prisons adminis­
tralion of N.S. VV. has been for -the past 20 years 01'

11101'(; absolutely under the control of one despot, the
la t e San1lH:~1 lVlcCawley, Cornptroller-General of
Pri sons. Thi s ma n has wi elded more power over
t ile a dm inist.ra t iou of prisonx than many a tyran t
or dictator i ii hist ory has h eld over a people. His
concept ion of t il c proper t r ea tmen t and ref01'111 0 f
pri son ers belon g to t he (: 1'(1 of the old convict days,
It is S Hi el that he was descended 1'1'0111 one of the
heads of those times. Anyway, be that as it mny,
he has on nu m erou. , ocul ~)i ol1s. since the incarcera­
tion of t ile t welve . clone evcrvth irig t o make th eir



time as hard f'or them a s could be. 1 will describe
some happenings concerning him and some of th e
twelve.

About the time of the general strike in 1917, Me­
.Cawley, .wh en going hi s round s in Parramatta, said
to Grant, "I see by th e papers that the people are

, stoning and lynching the I.vV.W.)s in America."
" 'Yes, I dare say," r eplied Grant, ·"but the Iliad mob
stoned and lynched Christ once, but they worship
Him to-day." This Czar would make it a practice,
while showing his bourgeois visitors over .the gaol,

' t .o point out to them the l.W.W. 111en. On one oc­
casion in the carpenter's shop in Parramatfa, where
Grant was working, he said to a couple of visitors;

- "This is Donald Grant, the I.\JV.W.luan, doing 15
years. I suppose you have heard of him. He does
his sentence very well." .

The bourgeois appeared surprised and said to
Grant, "Is that so 1" "Yes," replied Grant; "thrice
armed is he who hath his quarrel just." 'The other
visitor appeared to be much more surprised than the
fir st, and asked , Grant again if he was the 111(;U1 .

"Yes," sa id Grant, "I .am the 1'11 <:1.n, and, " pointing to
one of the "old birds" he was working with, Ryan,
in over the Eveleigh hold-up, "this is n~v mate ,

' Char lie Peace ."
Needless t o mention that lVlcCawlev and his bour­

geois fri ends beat a hasty retreat out of the shop.
Af ter th e men W 81'e convicted at th e Criminal

Court they were all lined up in Long Bay and ad­
dressed by lVIcCawley thus: "Well , 111 en , you are now
convicted fe lons and criminals. This government
has re-introduced hangin g, and will probably intro­
rluce floggin g', so look out f0 1' yourselves ."

T mention thi s no w because 1 will later prove what
a loath some hypocri t e and dct es table monster the
man act ually was. I will proceed to give 801110 fact s
r elating to the t r eat men t m eted out to the men,
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who, after the appeal' cases in Marcil. L~) 1 7 , were
sent to Goulbur n .

ISOLATED IN GOULBURN GAOL.

Upon their arrival there they were put to work
in the workshops with other pri soners unt il the
following afternoon, when a warder carne hurriedly
into the shops, acting evidently upon orders re­
eei ved from the office, and removed the men. For
the next three months they were isolated from all
other prisoners and placed in the small isolation
or corercion yards, previously described. They had
to wash iri their cells and were escorted to and frOID
tIle yards, while all other prisoners were on the
works. The 111en protested to the Governor against
their treatment and ~ ~ ..... -l- ~,.J that 4-1... " ... " HTC'\ .... nothingL cd, 11 1 , c 1 t , '=' lJd, l,t.:U '_I c i, lIlJ. t.:l. e VY ct,:, v III J.ll •

in the regulations which provided for their isolation,
but were informed by him that he was acting on the
Comptroller's orders. When the winter W~tS well.
on its way, ' and being unable to stand the perishing
cold in a small bricked-in yard-and no man who has
never put in a winter in Goulburn Gaol can fully
reali se the tortures which men endure in those yards
01' in the damp and bare. colls-r-the 1ne11 began to
kick S0111e, with the result that th ey were put back
into the shops with other prisoners. . However,
though they got along well wi th the other men, they
were onl y allowed t o stay there till th e commence­
m erit of th e spr ing, wh en th ey were removed, and
thi s tim e were placed all tog-ethel' in th e Ihrger ex- :
crcisc yards, 1-1 ere t hey r em ained isolated for seven
months. During' tha t peri od they r epeatedly 1H'O­

t.( ~ sted to t he G o~'e r l1 0 1 ' aga ins t th eirtreatment, and
J'( :qu estcr! t hat th ey be -allowed to int ervi ew th «
Compt rnll«:: hut nothin g: \'-as done. They agctin ~

C()n)1l1 eJH ~( ~d t o kick when w i n t er ca rn e. xo were placed
hack in tli e shops . Again th oy w (']'( \ remo ved and
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put buck in th e' ex erc ise ya r d , T he y r epea tedl y ill ':'
Lerviewcd t he C;ovcr nOl' for i he pur pose of s cc i n 5~'

' lVl cCa wley , but th e f ormer was ;I1V: ; iY S evas ive. an d
it was apparent t o the m en t hat h e h ad been in­
structed by Mcflawlcy that h e wa s no t to be ap­
proached b y the men. The Gover no r would always
en deavour to persuade them no t t o persi st in a sk­
in g for an interview wit h Mcfla wley , which a ccord­
ing to th e r egulation book they were en t i t led t o once
a month. Somefew weeks later, about the time of
th 8 ' R oyal Commission on th e ch arges against the

,police in Sydney, Considine, l\'I.I-I.H. ; vi sited th e men.
The GOV81'11,o1' took the vis it, a nd t hey commenced
to expla in to Considine all abou t t h e facts of t h ei r
t rea t m ent . The Governor excitedl y informed Con­
sidine that h e would stop the visit , a s it was against
the regulations to allow com plaints to be made.

Considine informed him th a t h e in tended t o sit
there and heal' what the 111en had to sa y.

'T he Governor splut t er ed and threatened and stam­
mercd. As one of the 111en told ]118, it was a sig h t
worth seeing t o watch th e antics he cut. He t h en
left hurriedl y for his offi ce, lea ving Co nsidine and th e.
111cn to it. Abo ut t en minu tes la ter h e. carne back
(after evident lyringing np l\1 cCawl ey) and informed
Considine that h e could h ear any com plain ts which
the m en mi gh t make t o h im , a s th e prison authori­
ties were not a fraid of publicity !

A :few clays af ter t h is Ivl cCawley visi te d the gaol.
TIH~ 1118n were called before him, an d t h is is wha t he
said: "Men, th e GovCr1101' informs me that yo u are
dcsirious of going int o th e wo r kshops a nd t o be
a ssoci ated with other p r isoners. " " Y es, that j S :-;0 , "

t hey r eplied. " Of cour se, vou ,H'C not like these ot he r
,~. cri minals, " r eplied IVlcC ~ \w l ey, "and I do not wan t you

to be contam inat ed b y them. Had T known th u t \ 'OU. . ..
wis!.... cd to enter th e <..' h O l ) C ' " "11 ,,(\ , t lr l l " l " n '''1'' ]' ('' ' ~" ), , ......J_ .L \:.. \ \ , \ ....... J \.. ' l. I ( • "'-'" t.. 1 ~'J, . ' \,' \. \ \. . l \. l \ \ I I c: \ \.,.. \. ~, I , ~:' \.

~\t :.1]),\' t im e. 1IO\\'cVtT , vou mnv choo:.c which ::.; li op .
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you care to work in." \Vh e~ l t he m en wen t t o work
amongst their Iellow pri soners t hey learnt that 80111e
of the warders had circulat ed th e yarn throughout
the gaol that the men had previously asked to .bc
taken out of the shops, and did not wish to be asso­
cia ted with criminals.

. It should be eviden t that that 1110ve originated
from ::;011113 higher source th.m the warders, and was
designed with the obj e ct of s t ill .f ur ther punishing
the men, b y . reason of t he fact that they would re­
ceive the contempt of their fe llow-pr ison ers . Grant
informed 11113 that h e was told by a member of the
Catholic prisoners' choirin C oulhu r n that 1\1cCa wley ,
when sp ea kin g to them , sa id : "You must -have no­
thing to do with these L\V.vV. rnen, HS they are
criminals of the worst t yp e, and must be di ssociated
£1'0111 you 111en."

I will relate another incident to PI'OVl~ the insin­
cerity of hi s s t a t em en t to th e 1.\\1.\;\'. 111811 in Goul­
burn. ...

While Grant, Larkin and Glynn were doing .their
time ill Parramatta th ey were working alongside
111en who had been in g ao l practically all their lives.
1. n one case til cv were workin g wi til '(l man who had
a ctuall v se rved (\ to tnl o f' ;.j~ veal'S in g·ao l..... . . ._-

Tll(~ir " mor a l" welf a r e was n ot ca tered t o' very
well then in that gaol. Aga in, whnn Cnlnt was being
brough t Irorn Long Ba y t o Parrnmatta, h e was
hand-cufl'ed to a no toriou s rnurd err... r nam ed T ucker,
ser ving a life sen t en ce, w h o h ad been ill the a.B.S.
(under observation where pri soner s who a r e s up­
posed to be of un sound mind a r e placed ) , in Long'
Bay for two yea rs, a nd wa s being brought t o Parra­
matta t o be given ' a tr ia l a t hi s t rade. Al so when
being; escor ted From P a r r a m attu hack to Long Bay
h e \\;<1S ch a ined t o another well -kno wn cr imi na l, a c­
tuallv ~;C l'v j l1g a ;.; (~ntence ~\S <111 habitu al criminal.

1 llH:ntioll t. hese in cid en t s ) not to COn V8).' t he hu-
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pres sion that Gra nt was horrified to be chained to
such m en , but to give st ill f urt her proof t hat 1\1 (>

. Cawley was an absolut e hypocr it e, a s we ll as h (~ i l1g'

.. unfitted to have Iiad control over the live , of t he
thousands of unfortunates who have passed t h rough
his hands in the N.S.W. prisons.

Right f r 0111 the time that the m en were com -
. mit t ed in October, 1916, up to the conclusion of the
appeals in March, 1917, while-the 111en were in Lon g
Bay, the electric lights were switched on in th eir
cells every hour, from 6 p.rn. to 5 a.m. , by the senior
warder) who would open the spy-h ole and peep in
to 'see .if they were secur e. . . " .' .'.

The men informed me that j t was an agony of tor­
ture to them, and was preventing them f rom obtain­
ing hardly any sleep at all. It is onl y those who have
been confined in prison wh o a re in a position to
realise this. For even when everything is quiet in
the gaol wings at nigh t , a111::ui r arely en joys a corn­
fortable night's rest. This is undoubtedly due to th e
unnatural conditions pervadin g the whole prison en-

. vironment. "

CAST .A'vVAY 17'HOIV1 THE \VORLD.

Prisoners are kep t ill t heir cells for abo ut .L 2:3
hours out of a week of 1G8 11 ours, 01' exisLthei~e To!'
act ually nine m ou t hs in the y ear . Also the loud
mono to no us bawlin g of t h e g uards on nigh t dut y
ever y half-hour, " .A Ir ~; \Vell .. " goes t hrough the wings
like a thunder-cla p. They a ppe .u: t o be com pe t ing
<t g·ai.llst one another , t o se e \\ "11 0 ca ll bawl th e lou de st.

It ...wi ll bc r ead ilv under stood that t he confinemen t
of pr isoner s in <t ba re "cell (as blew ket sv rnats, ctc.,
have t o be t ake n out dUl'i n}!: th e cl::1Y) for such long"
periods m us t r es ul t ill t heir de t cl'ioJ'nUnp: phvsi callv «IS

and rucutnlly. Men become despo nden t unrl dorman t .
in mi nd .. wh il« the gl' n n:--; of (\) 1 1~ 1I 1 ) l p t i o l l t hr ive «u
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vict ims who a rc wit hout th« necessary vi talit v
which exer cise and s unsh ine g ive to combat it, .

It will be sa id that books a re s up plied , and that
t he prisoner' s time may be well occupied in r ead ing.
However, ever yone knows that t o CIJ,i oy reading, one
nnfst be pro vided with a sui table en viro nment , as
well as suit able hooks . Now, both .t hese essentials
are lackin g in gaol. Th e vas t m ajority of the books
in th e pri son Iibrari cs are merely light 'fi ct ion of
the poorest descri pt ion , gene ra lly cast-outs .and those
wh ich the pu bl ic do not r ead, from t he Sydney and
Sub urban School of A r ts'!
, A st r ict cen sorship of all 'books by t he prisons'

librarian is ill operation , T was t old by several men
who were in Parrarn att a at th e time that a la r ge

, number of books sent then ' f rom the Sydney School
~)'f Arts-v-some of th em by the bes t of uuthb rs-. -were
conde mned b y t h e pr isou' s libra ri a n as unfit :£0 1'

prisoner s t o r ead . If book s <t r e nt t o ·be on t he
shelves of tl: ,\t j nsti tution-s-per haps f'or yea rs- - for
t heir patrons to r ead, s ure ly Lh ey sho uld be al so suit­
able fo r men in gaol ? 'The a bsolute intolerance and
ig noran ce of t hose priso n heads is appaling. An
arnu sin u in cid ent hap pened in Bat h urst last year,
'I'li e Governor-a m an wh o is unable to spell t he
simplest of wo rd s 01' t o speak more than t wo con­
sccut ive senten ces wit h out breaking-i-informed
Gr ant that he had r ecei ved a book for him. Upon
,...., . • • . . . 1 . , .• l r ~ __ ~ . • . l .... r . '·1.... 1-)' e of' It lie replied that it "'l ' .... c-

~ . ~.AJ l.:l rlL (~ ~: J\.. l l J ~ ~ L.I Lt. 1 ( f,; _ ' . - . ... , - . Ctrv \ , Ct,,,'

"somet hin g by "lUil ton or Mill Stewart, or 8011180ne."
The bo nk w.is S t uart NUll's " P r inciples of Political
Econom \~,,~ '

&.. • .,... .

CENso nSHIP OF LETTEHS.

Another matte r" th a t is causing the twelve great
.mnovunce is th at concerning t h eir lett ers, both those
r ece(\,cd ' lJy t he m and those wr itten to frien ds o ut-..

..

,
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side. Practically all let t ers se n t to t hem are cen
sored so much by the Governors in ' each uaol that
nothing remains 'to read. Letters which they write
to friend s are often not sent at all, but handed back,
because. they are supposed t o cont ain S0111e word 01'
sentence which it is against the regulations to men­
tion. As Hamilton told me in Coulbum: "The last
letter I wrote out was handed back to- me, though
there was not a 'Nord in it about prison affairs 01'
current events. About all I mentioned was that the
weather was very cold."

. The above will give an indication of just another
form of unnecessary persecution that the men are
being subj ected to. 1.have heard people state after
but a twenty minutes' visit to the n1e11 that they
look all right. Now, I wi sh to contradict that and
say that not one of the nine WhOlTI I came in con­
tact with is all right-i--far from it.

ALL ARE SUFFERING BAD I-IEALTH.

Grant is suffering severely '£1'0111 catarrh, and has
undergone two different operations, as well as being'
in indifferent health in gener al, while Larkin is hav­
ing great troubl e with his eyes. While I was in
Bathurst Glynn applied fo r a tru nsfer to another
gaol on the grounds of ill-h ealth, but was refused
it. He is far from being in goo d health, and since
he was sent th ere £1'0111 Parramatta had lost 12 lbs.
in weight. H e weigh ed lumself-i-contrary to regu­
lations-while acting as delegate in the cook-house.
King -is in good spir its , tho ugh remarkabl y pale;
both h e and Llamilt on suffer ing f l'0111 that dread
malady, miners ' complaint . Reeves has rheumat ics '

, very bad y, and has to r eceive treatment every day;
while POOl' Fagin is in a very low condition. It is
wonderful how h e keeps alive at all ; for as is well
known at all times he was only able to ' ea t certain
food s; now h e 6 1tS but little of the prison diet.
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They all clearly' show t he 1118..1'k s of t h eir already
long confinement, and it will go hard with S0 1118 ' of
them at least t o face another w inter in eit her Ba t­
hurst 01' Coulburn.

TI-IEY STILL I-I AV E FAITH IN YOU,

It mu st not be supposed, however, t ha t the 111cn arc
complai h ing OJ' reall y desp ond en t, j n oth cr words, fire
doing th eir "lagging" hard. Such is not the case.
All the men I 111c t are doing it as well as is possible
for anyone who is placed in their position to do. They
look to the future . with confidence, having still the
same implicit faith in th e class t o which they belong
as they did in th e days of thei r active organising
and propaganda. The me ssage given t o me ' for in­
dustrial unionists 'on the ou t side, by both Glynn and
Grant in Bathurst and the five in Coulbur n (Teen.
King, Hamilton, Beatty and Macl-herson) was that
they are grateful f'or ev eryt h ing t hat has been done
on their behalf, but that the immed iate aim J11l1st be
job organisation and j ob con t r ol with its logical out­
come, job action, t o secure their r elease.

Theil' desire 'is tha L m embers and sympathisers
should get into and utili se eve ry society a nd corn­
binatiou that is in <t position to ass ist in that end,

NO CI-I ANCE F ROlVt THE S'TART'.
I. must now st a te h ere that the twelve, while

awaiting trial in Long Bay) had no possible chance
of organising their defen ce, Not only were they re­
f used bai l, but during t he wh ol e period McP herson.
Beatty. T een. Hamilton a nd F agin were only al­
lowed' one hOI:l)"~ exercise pel: da y in the s mall tri al
vards .morning and af t ernoon. Each man was cs­
~~ol'tcd t;) and t'rom his C(~11 ~(-:~pa]'at el-'y and at difl'er­
out ho u rs , so tha t t hey could n oL COIl ve rse with one
;lllOU1('I' , I I ()\\'(", '('\' j the othcr :-~ C '.' C Jl were allow ed to

I
.!



be together in t he larger yards and out all da y. J3y
. t hese m ethods the authoritie s wel'<:~ endeavour ing
t o divide the m en against on e another and fo rce
st a tem ents from anyone of thenl unkno wn t o t he
other s. I t will now be seen that in the case of the
above 111 e11 th ey have been subjected to a stric t sys­
tern of coercion an d isolation, commen cing f rom t he
time of thei r committal Ul) t o Cons idine's vi sit to

. <:>

Coulburn about September, 1918~. . .
I think I h ave outlin ed suffi cient facts t o sh ow t hat

the t welve have had verv m uch 11101'e t han t heir sha re. , .

of prison t yranny and persecuti on , an d everything
h erein s t a t ed can be endorsed by eth e 111en or others,
a s well a s sho wing that , du e to t he .frigh t f ul prison
r eg ula tions and di scipline in ex is tence in N.S.\¥.
prisons, it is impossible for the men t o s t and it much
longer without becoming physi call y and m en t all v
ruined.

CONDITIONS VvORSE TI-IAN F OIUVIERLY.

Suffici ent has also been shown to give t he lie
direct t o..a par. in the A ll stralia n " \Vorl<er" announc-

~ ing the decease of Comptrolle r-General l'vl cC;:l\ \"l E:: Y.
in which it was stated that t he 111;:111 was r egarded
as a great prison reforme r, and cited t he f~ct t hat . ,
(luring his regime Jou r pr isons had been closed a nd
three r educed, wh ich statement merely g'oes to show
the absolute lack of ,knowledge of 1.11 c -laws whi ch
operat e in capitalist socieL)T on the part of t ha t r e­
actionary bourgeois-social is t .i ou rnal, in asc r ihing
the closing of a few pr isons to t he activ it ies of lIUW

great prison 1'0£01'11181'."

Why, a nyone who hu .: served ~e. I1Ll\ t1C(~~~ ill tho
gao ls of N .S.V\!. durin g t he past 20 vcars could have
t old t he "Worker" t hat t he only reform of a nv COIl­

seq uence to prison er s t hat h;'lS he(\l1 1.:'l1 aeicd filll'jl l ,l{

t hat period was thp :tholitjO ll of l lw nill\:' nlon f.h :,·'
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solit a r y , wh ic h p ri sonct-s \\" 110 were doing a sen­
t encc or tw o years and over wo re co mpelled to under­
go , Af'tc r t hat was comp leted in th e old days t heir
t rca tm ent was fa}' Ll'LLel' i n every particular tha n
what i t is to- clay . TIl!.:~ only p r isons in t he Common­
wealth wh erein prison ers a r e-not allowed to see news-
pa pers are t hose in N .S .\V. "

III L'eutr idgc t he liA g-e" is postedup in each ya r d
every 111 ()1'llin~~' 1'01' the men to r ead , while in S.A.
and ' \;V .A . a nd Q uee ns lai lcl gaols pr isoners a re al­
low ed all t he ' weeklies, as we l] as a ny books which
f r iends may care to send the m. Anot her r eform in­
a ugurated ill I'cntridg c, which .m akes the lot of
P l'j SClW l' S t he r e at least a lit tl e t olerable, i s that of
being a llowed to ea t t h eir m eals in the yar ds instead
of bei ng marched in and locked in their ce lls . They
a re also nlloved to be in possession of a n y musical
instrumcnbi wh ic h they carr. tO I have, as well a s to
play var iou s games in the ya r ds, such as ludo,
dominoes, chess, d raughts, e t c. These pastimes are
un h eard of ill N.S.VV., fO I' whi le in t he exercise yards
pri soner s 111u ~tkeep walking con t in uo usly, eit h er
s ingly or in two' s . W hi lst exercising on Sundays
t he~ are com pelle d to keep march ing in the yards in
si ngle fik: co n t i n uoue.lv fo r t he hou r an d s ix pa ces
a part, w ith absolute silence . of co urse . How do
t h ese " gl'C'~l t r eforms" of MeCaw ley compare with
those ill opl~ l' ation in Pont r irlge ? "

p rnVA TE !1:X! 'LOITAT ION OF PRISON LAn ~) H.

A not ucr "I'l:!'Oi- lll" (it wou ld be well fu r someone t o
.gc t ut t.hc llcLL,lal [ne Ls) all eged by Grant to h a ve been
ndop Led in Parrumal. ta was t hat of broom-mak ing
f'or tL , l)l' ivat<:~ li n n by prisoners ill t hat gaol. He t old
rue th nt h roorns \\'<:~1'<:) being mad e there for t h is finn ,
wl i ich 11(\ ! lelj(,\,('s Lo he A- - - ---, of H--- .. a certain
S.\' d lH',v xuhu rl ia n firm. 'I'ho 111e n k icked against it
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and r efu sed to ma ke an y [01 ' t h is fum, h ut the prison
authoriti es countered that move by hnvi ng the finn' s
brooms placed amon gs t . Gov er nment work. H e also
mentioned to m e, and is prepared to swear to the
fact, that pri soners there have been engaged making
variou s articles for IVlcCawley 's private use. A pail'
of toilet brushes h e h im self helped to make. He also
alleg-ed that suit' cases were made there for Hall and
other members of the Cabinet. Several of the
prisoners who were there at the time are in a posi­
tion t o prove this. Again , Mrs. Holman's private
books (French novels) have been regularly sent to
he bound by prison bookbinders in Long Bay.

Anyway, a comprehen sive r eview of the real
doings in N.S.\~T. prisons-with its abominable kick­
ings of 111en in dark cells, sta rving and isolation of
111 en , the power and de spot is m of official s, backed up
by the Comptro ller -General and Minister for Ju s­
tice (this latter 111au, by the way, had not visited
either Coulbur n 01' Bathurst gaols for over twelve
months) -will not be k110\Vn until th e twelve m en
are released. They are in possession of facts l'e~
lating to prison administration, which will be an eye­
opener to the workers of this country. Doings that
would be considered im possible. -tak e place in the
bastilles of the "freest and most enligh tened democ­
racy intheworld." Let us speed t he da y of their re­
lease. If 80111e . move, no matter how small or in­
significcnt it may appeal' to be, is not made SOOl1,

they must give up all hope. A s Glynn said to me in
Bathur st last Easter: "If .we are st ill here thi s time
nex t .) ,--,l !' , Ll .,.» T am pn~pal'ed to do th e lot." Yes,
and a brutal prison Cz.udom at t he behest of th e
ruling-class will see to it t hat t hey do the lot-if th e
workingclass are prepared to cont inue t o all ow them
to have their way.

Throu gh loss of r emi ssion, du e to all eged breaches
of r egulations , the 111en may be kept th ere fo r their
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T1U_ni~ UEASON FOn TI-IEIR IlVTP lllSONMENT.

" "

f'ull sentences . Yes, Iellow-workers, th e twelv e arc
ii : Lh c rc : and :tl'(~ he ing kept thoro hecnuse t hey d(\-"
(j ed t he ruling-class (and politi cia ns ) of t his coun­
t rv. and refuse d t o bee ) llW t he intellectual p rosti­
tu tcs of that cla ss , th ou gh some of t hem wel' (~ olfcl'Pcl
g:ood position s t o (1 0 so ,

'I'hcy are there because th ey and the organisation "
t o wh ich th ey belonged s ucceede d partially in arou s­
in g' th e masses of th e hitherto dormant , meek, and
obedie nt wage-slaves to a r eali sation of their own
power as a cla ss on the indus trial field, and which
culm inated in the nU111 el'OLlS strikes of 1916 and
1~n7 . Furth er rnore, they w ere put t here for th e
r eason t ha t so me of them were am ongst t he £01'(:'­

most Mui.xian schola rs in Australia, and h.id been
in culcating the revolution ary doctrines of tha t great
eco nom is t into the minds of the t oilers with cqn - '
s ide r able vigor , For it 111USt be borne in mind that
the rul ing-class h ad not been opposed to "lea rn ing on
th e part of the toilers so long as it was .dissem inat ed
b y t r i.... c1e union leaders or the pseudo Labor press
a nd th e \V, E .A" but when a new movement arose
t hat se t out to over t h r ow t he antiquated and f'al­
la ci ou s argu men t s of th ose in terested ntis-l eaders of
JAdJo.l': j t wa s a vast ly eli ff'erent matter.

" .

,.. "
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A t fil's t t he capitali st press and their hirelings
treated it "with silent contempt, "expecting' it t o have
a short li fe, "T iley said i t was only a rabble ' of I­
Won' L- \VOl'k:s , bums a nd anarchis ts, and its foolish
teach ings wo uld never catch on in t hese wa t ers where

? th e mass of tl: e \\'ul'kin g' peopl e a r e ve ry respectable,
J a ck bei ng conside red as good as hi s master. In
fa ct, th ev maint ained there was no master-class itr
ex is te nce in t his "free and enlightened count ry" at
all-we we re a ll workers , In a comparat ively shor t
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space of tim e the principles of t he new movement
. were being propound ed and discu ssed throughout
th ~~ whole count r y. wher ev er bodies of worker s were
grouped t6gethm:. · Itwas being- accepted as the only
possible form of orga nisation t o eff ect the ovel'- '

/ throw of capitalism by th e whole of the militant and
intelligent secti on of~ ..'t he workers. In fact, it was
giving demonstrative proof that it was in reality the
greatest national force ill the Labor movement of
the continent.

'.
From the 'standpoint of the capitalist class some-

.thing must be fixed up for· that purpose. of checking
its advance. So their intellectual prostitutes set to
work on a campaign through the press and on the
platform by endeavouring to an swer and overthrow

<th e newer economic t eachings of th e I.vV.\iV . But
the 11101'8 they wrote and spoke on the subj ect the
clearer it became to thoughtful toilers that the
economics of th ese apologists for capitalism was all
moonshine.

As the movement .continued to advance and had
frr st taken the lead in arousing the masses to take
action themselves throu o'h a general strike in the{..,

event of conscription being fastened on them, it lJe­
carne apparent t o th e master -class t hat the 1110St sue­
cessJul m ethod, 1.'1'0111 th eir standpoint , to deal with
it would be to institute a "frame-up" against some
of its most active and able adh erents.

Recall to' your mind s the activities of the 01'­

ganisation at a period when the growing pow er of
mili t arism made increasing demands for con scrip­
tion. Around the personalities of the spokesmen f'or u

the organisation gat he red enormous crowds at every
~ublic meeting held . Where now these applauding
masses ?

Contrast the resolution of th ese repres entatives of
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the militant proletariat with the weak uncertainty
which prevailed everywhere els e at th e t ime.

Remember how their behaviour and utterances in ­
spired and encouraged when the prospect was es ..
pecially cheerless . . .

With the announcement of the Referendum carne
the arrests of th o ill-fated twelve. So cunningly
dill the masters play their hun rl , that af'terthe "vic­
tory," these 111en who h ad t oil ed long and striven
hard for the defeat of mil itarism, were deserted
by the class in whose interests they had so manfull y
1) attl "-,',f; '-'leu ...

Do not delude yourselves, fellow-workers, that it
was by mere expression on paper of a majority
"" .~,~~ " '~ .. I.-." -/' ,."" sta ved off the l'111-n1'11el1t (1" 11 0 'e1.'v pI J 11 V J J v 11 Cl v,)' v u ' .' cv v U -II - . (.(, b -

which hovered over ~T()Ul ' heads.
N01
What the master class really was afraid of was

not the agglomerate expression of individuals voic­
ing their disapproval , but of the changing attitude,
infused with the idea of class resistance, which was
beginning to show itself amongst the toilers. That
the master class had no doubt as to the ' agency
which was creating this new spirit, is well shown
by the vindict ive . hatred and splee n displayed to­
wards th e m en when th eir . cases were being h eard
and j udged upon.

With these facts in mind, rio not forget th e great
debt YOU ow e these pionee rs who boldl y dared ann
sh owe d th e w ay. .

Know, as they t aught, t hat it li e» in vour pow er to
bri ng' them into th e sun1igoht a gai n, otherwise t he ir
li \, ('~ . wi II grad uallv fade and fl ick or out in master-,'
H:lool11 ,\' dung-eons. St r iVC, 1..11 orefo rc. \)~T eve ry m eans
a t: vour disposal. politi cal a~ well as economical, to
th (~ end t.h nt thcv may he Freed., .

.1 /01 it 1)() lorigvr he :~ ; l i rl, l.o UF' cl i ,sgTHCG of th e
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workers of' Au st ralia, that t hey made no se rious at­
t empt to rescue then1 £1'0111' th cil' f a t e .

Reali se that only h y vour ill t ( ~ll i .1!T: I I L ;lllri i11 ' i.,,\ '··
mined efforts will th ese m (~11 1)(' I·C ll ~ ;L ."c d frou: t he i r
martyrdom. Realise this we ll, t he n do yo ur duty .
and DO IT NOW.
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