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Seeds iorChange

New Strategi

R e

fortoday'sresources

“Now and then a book appears that
marks an acknowledged turning point
in human activities. History will judge,
but Seeds for Change has many unique
features that could give it the stamp of
such a book.”

So begins the publicity leaflet for
“Seeds for Change — creatively con-
fronting the energy crisis”. A little
pretentious perhaps, but there is no
disputing that this is an extraordinary
book. Energy is certainly an ‘in’ topic;
there are more papers, books and
magazines on the subject than one
could read and remain a sane human
being.

What makes Seeds for Change
stand out amongst this morass of
printed words?

Firstly it is Australian. It is specifi-
cally about Melbourne — although it
contains much information relevant to
all of Australia and its general social
critique is applicable to all industrialised
societies.

Secondly it is comprehensive; the
six authors represent a variety of fields
and their combined knowledge gives
the book a very detailed factual basis:

Thirdly, and perhaps most import-
antly, the book integrates the technical
and social aspects of the energy
question.

To date most material written in
response to the energy crisis has been
from one of two limited perspectives.
Much material has been written from
a technical perspective analysing global
or national energy problems and
usually proposing technical solutions
such as oil-from-coal, nuclear power
and high technology energy conser-
vation measures. The alternative
reaction has been to concentrate on
the purely personal response — how
the individal can conserve energy or
become more self-sufficient.

Seeds for Change certainly has the
technical details on energy.problems.
It is in fact a good deal more compre-

hensive than the Victorian Govern-
ment’s Green Paper on Energy. But it
also analyses the social problems of
our high energy lifestyle and assesses
proposed changes to our use of energy
in the light of their social impact as
well as their technical desirability.

Seeds for Change is the major (but
by no means the only) project of the
Conservation of Urban Energy Group
established by the Conservation
Council of Victoria. The group has
developed what is called the CUE
model for a low energy Melbourne.
This is a plan for restructuring the
city to enhance the role of locally
based activities and decrease the
isolation of car-based urban sprawl.
This would improve the quality of
urban life and reduce the demand for
petrol (the most urgent aspect of the
energy crisis as it affects Australia). It
should be emphasised that the model
is based on gradual redevelopment
around existing rail services and does
not require massive physical redevelop-
ment. Many important aspects of the
model (e.g. neighbourhood houses)
are based not on new physical facilities
but on encouraging new social patterns
to use existing facilities more
creatively.1

The book is in four parts;

Part One — The Energy Gap,
analyses in considerable detail Aust-
ralian and Victorian energy resources
and the problems associated with
developing them.

Part Two — Building a New
Perspective questions the assumptions
underlying current energy planning
and shows how by challenging these
we can develop solutions that solve
both physical and social problems.

Part Three — The Model explains
in detail how changes to buildings,
land use planning, industry, transport
and urban infrastructure can be
integrated to provide an alternative
city structure that enhances the

quality of urban life and reduces
energy consumption.

Part Four — The Seeds are There
shows that movements towards the
types of community based services
advocated in the book are already
being actively pursued in many parts
of Melbourne.

Seeds for Change is an invaluable
reference work. Its copious tables,
graphs, diagrams and appendices
provide the facts necessary for
informed debate of the numerous
issues raised in discussing energy
strategies for a sustainable future.

If T had to make one criticism of
the book it would be that it lacks any
discussion of political strategy. While
the proposals in the book are highly
desirable there is no analysis of the
vested interests opposing = such
enlightened policies and no suggestions
on political action to bring about their
implementation. But this is really the
job of the whole environment move-
ment and a thorough reading of Seeds
for Change is an invaluable preparation
for the task. 3

At $10.00 (for 540 pages) Seeds for
Change is not a cheap book, but it is
certainly excellent value.

Jack Gilding.

1For a more detailed explanation of the
CUE Model see Chain Reaction, Volume 3,
Number 1, 1977.

Orders of five or more copies of
Seeds for Change are available direct
from the publisher, Patchwork Books,
118 Errol Street, North Melbourne
3051 for $6.50 each. Why not get
together a group of friends, put in an
order and set up a group to discuss the
book amongst yourselves?
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“Pumpkins, Poisons  and

People” by Dallas Twigg,Conser-
vation Council of Victoria 1978
$2.60.

“Observable damage (to
crops) is better than hidden
dangers (of spraying).”’

The above quote from this timely
40 page booklet sums up its
philosophy. Dallas Twigg sets out to
prove that “a serious hazard to human
health exists in this State through
urban use of chemicals” with a
vengeance. The result is to me a rather
disjointed but hard hitting and
important document.

For too long the environment
movement has failed to direct

BO@K

attention in Australia to the ever

spiralling use of insecticides, fungi-

cides and weedicides in both home
gardens (on which this booklet
concentrates) and commercial

agriculture. This booklet makes a

‘worthwhile start. For instance it

deplores

* the heavy emphasis placed upon
chemical methods of pest control
in magazines, newspapers and
gardening books,

* the lack of sufficient testing of
chemicals before their release,

* the dearth of information made
available by manufacturers and
retailers to home  gardeners
purchasing chemicals.

Dallas Twigg doesn’t concentrate
on showing the damage spraying is
doing to our health stating this to be a
“big unknown”; instead he urges us to
err on the side of caution and he poses
the question “why spray at all?”’

Various alternatives are then
discussed, including accepting lower
yields and occasional disasters, com-
panion planting, improving the soil
to build up plant resistance, and using
so called safe sprays. He is particularly
critical of the Department of
Agriculture in Victoria, pointing out
that it concentrates almost solely on
chemical methods of pest control, and
criticising its joint publishing, with
the Agricultural and Veterinary
Chemicals Association, of a booklet
entitled ‘“Vegetable Pest and Disease
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Control Guide”’

“Pumpkins, Poisons and People”
endswith a list of over 50 recommen-
dations to the Department of Agricul-
ture, the Health Department, Garden
Clubs, Retailers and Readers. I found
many of them, such as better com-
munity education on the hazards of
pesticides, restrictions on advertising,
and the banning of the sale of pesti-
cides in supermarkets, eminently sen-
sible. Others such as a statement that
the Department of Agriculture should
be “quite free of commercial incentive”
I disagreed with, as I believe they also
have a responsibility to Victoria’s
75,000 farmers — but I entirely agree
that home gardeners have been sorely
neglected. A recommendation that
“all retailers of pesticides undergo
compulsory training by the Depart-
ment every year” I found unrealistic,
and the statement “Before you rush
out and buy pesticides, consider
carefully whether your infestation
is of sufficient scale to warrant
treatment” to be sound common
sense.

Read this booklet for yourself
and make up your own mind. As
Dallas Twigg points out, if we don’t
consider this issue and press for
further research on pesticides now, the
list of “Pesticides that have Caused
Poisoning in Man” (a study quoted in
the book lists over 120) will keep on
getting longer and longer.

lan Pausacker.

NUCLEAR MADNESS —
WHAT YOU CAN DO!

by DR. HELEN CALDICOTT

(JACARANDA PRESS $4.95)

NUCLEAR MADNESS has three
serious faults which I find detract
considerably from what could have

'been a useful introductory book for
'those who know nothing about the

dangers of the nuclear power and
nuclear weapons industries.

The first is that it is written for
Americans and although still relevant
to the Australian public is not directed
at them. The second, and more serious,
is that the author frequently indulges
in writing about what she has done to
oppose nuclear power and unfor-
tunately appears to exaggerate her
contribution to the movement. I

' doubt, for instance, that she was

NuclearMadness

wholly and solely responsible for
initiating the Australian campaign
against the French tests at Moruroa
as she claims. And although I know
she was active in both that campaign
and the anti-uranium mining move=
ment, she certainly was not, as she
implies, the only nor the most active
person involved. She was only one of
many.

The other and perhaps most
disturbing fault in the book is that
although the title is NUCLEAR
MADNESS — WHAT YOU CAN DO!
very little space is devoted to what the
ordinary person can do. We read a lot
about what Dr. Helen Caldicott has
done as a doctor, and a little about
what Dale Bridenbaugh, Gregg Minor

and Dick Hubbard have done as
nuclear engineers, and possibly what
other doctors and nuclear engineers
could do by following their examples,
but for the rest of us there is nothing.
In the whole book there are only 2%
pages devoted to what the ordinary
person has done in the past — marches,
signature collecting, handing out
leaflets. None of it is really very useful.
There are no new ideas or inspirations.
Despite this Helen Caldicott has
written a simply expressed, easy to
read explanation of the nuclear power
and nuclear weapons industries and
their health hazards. None of it is new
but she has put it together in a form
suitable for those who want an intro-

ductory book on the issues.
The retail price is $4.95 which is
rather excessive for this slim volume.
Linnell Secombe
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\Windscalehallout
Judicial Meltdown
and PlutoniumEconomy

Windscale Fallout by Ian Breach.
Penguin special 1978.

There is no truth in the rumour that
the Mining Industry Council is to
make a new television series —
“Against The Windscale”.

Indeed there is no indication that
the Australian media is going to cover
the Windscale issue at all. It is hardly
to be expected that we will hear much
about the problems of nuclear wastes
in faraway Britain, when we hear so
little about our own. Particularly in
the Victorian media, Maralinga lingers
on, unnoticed.

So this Penguin Special, about the
Windscale Inquiry and its aftermath, is
a very welcome arrival here.

For people who are only just
beginning to read books on the nuclear
power issue — this isn’t the easiest one
to start with. The early chapters are
tightly packed with (very unnecessary)
technical information. The later
chapters, covering the inquiry itself
and its wide political and legal impli-
cations seem to take up and carry
further, questions raised in other

books on nuclear power. (It’s probably
better to begin with Red Light For
Yellowcake (F.O.E. Australia), or
The Menace Of Atomic Energy, by
Ralph Nader.)

Windscale Fallout examines the
implications for the future develop-
ment of nuclear power, and for
democratic participation in decisions,
of Britain’s longest public inquiry.

The Windscale Inquiry examined
the proposals of British Nuclear Fuels
Ltd. to construct a thermal oxide
reprocessing  plant (THORP) at
Windscale, and to bring into operation
the non-thermal fast breeder reactor
(FBR) at Dounreay in Scotland.

This technology would introduce
Britain to the ‘“plutonium economy’’.
The inquiry, conducted by Mr Justice
Parker, was to examine and recom-
mend on the proposals, taking into
account the political, environmental,
and social problems.

The full transcipts of the Windscale
Inquiry have not been made public.
The only public account is the
summary by Judge Parker, in his
report to the British Parliament.

Windscale Fallout is an important
book, if only for the reason that it
gives some indication of what was left
out of the Parker Report. The report
has been widely criticised, and quite
vehemently by several witnesses at the
inquiry.

Judge Parker recommended, that
with various guidelines for monitoring
safety precautions, the Windscale
planning should go ahead. The British
Parliament  subsequently  granted
permission for the project.

Nuclear power won the vote —
but did it win the debate? Ian Breach
makes out a powerful case for
questioning this: — “Very few of the
146 witnesses who appeared before
Justice Parker as objectors made
non-scientific submissions. The signifi-
cant ‘moral’ statements were almost
all made within rigorously informed
and prepared proofs of evidence.”
Objectors ranged from locally based
groups, the Cumbria County Council,
the Town and Country Planning
Association, to interest groups such as
the UK. Lawyers Ecology Group, and
Friends of the Earth.

Amongst objectors who were
dismissed in the Parker Report was the
epidemiologist, Dr. Alice Stewart, with
evidence on cancer statistics amongst
nuclear power workers.

Completely left out, was the
submission by Dr. John Davoll,
director of the Conservation Society,
and formerly an executive scientist
with the pharmaceutical company,
Parke Davis. Ian Breach reproduces
Davoll’s evidence in full:— a wide-
ranging critique of the increase of
energy supply as a solution to world
problems. Davoll concluded that: —
“instead of deforming our personalities
to fit a crowded and mechanized
world we should begin to shape a way
of life that meets human needs now,
and does not foreclose the choices of

our descendants in the future. This can
be done only if we live with the
renewable resources of the earth, and
not beyond their limits”’,

Cross-examination of Davoll was
brief, and as Breach shows, amounted
to: — “a micro response to what were
macro points”’.

Breach outlines the progress of the
inquiry, and examines the whole mode
of the inquiry — how genuinely public
was it? '

In a chapter on “chain reactions”
he outlines international opposition to
nuclear power as it has developed in
the past three years. He is not, how-
ever, optimistic that this opposition
will prevail, with many governments
still firmly committed to nuclear
power.

Windscale Fallout is an appropriate
title, for as Breach shows, the Windscale
Inquiry, with all its inadequacies, set a
precedent which it will be hard to
ignore, for any democratic country
contemplating the plutonium
economy.

In less than a month after the
Parker Report was published, Breach’s
file on reactions to it was five times
the length of his book.

The most interesting “fallout” of
Windscale will be the next public
inquiry into Britain’s F.B.R. program,
to be held early this year.

Let’s hope that Ian Breach will
come to the party again, and tell us
what happens, as thoroughly and as
interestingly as he has done with this
study of the Windscale Inquiry.

by Noel Wauchope
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These publications are available from FRIENDS OF
THE EARTH, 366 Smith Street, Collingwood. Most of
them are available at other state offices of Friends of the
Earth.

Wholesale rates to friendly groups, people running street
stalls etc. are as cheap as possible: usually 30—40% off the
listed price. Phone us for details.

Recent Publications

CHANGING THE COGS: ACTIVISTS AND THE POLITICS OF

TECHNOLOGY

(Brian Martin, FOE Canberra, 1979) $1.50

WHALES ... AND THEN THERE WERE NONE?

(Kim O‘Sullivan, FOE Australia, 1978) Basic information about

whales: their behavior, their present plight, the Whaling Commission

and what you can do. 50c.

GROUND FOR CONCERN

(Mary Elliot, FOE Australia 1978) The social, political and environ-

mental implications of the nuclear fuel cycle — and some alter-

natives. Penguin bestseller. $3.95

URANIUM, THE LAW AND YOU

(FOE Australia 1978) Nuclear society necessitates a drastic loss of

civil liberties! $2.50

NO EMUS FOR ANTARCTICA ;

Rolf Heimann (the artist who drew the cover of this issue) produced

this collection of cartoons for FOE — humour and social comg:nt.
.95

Whales and Oceans

MIND IN THE WATERS
Fascinating collection of writings — scientific and poetic — on

whales and dolphins. $10.00
THE WHALE

Factual information for schools $6.50
ANTARCTICA: RESOURCES &'ENVIRONMENT

Pamphlet produced for the Antarctic Campaign .20c

Uranium and Nuclear Power

NUCLEAR POWER

(Walt Patterson, FOE UK 1976) Lucid explanations of how it works
and how it fails. $2.50
THE MENACE OF ATOMIC ENERGY

Ralph Nader & John Abbots. USA 1977 $2.75
RED LIGHT FOR YELLOWCAKE

Barrett, Falk & Hayes, FOE Aust. 1976. $1.00

THE POLITICS OF NUCLEAR POWER and

FUELLING UP FOR DISASTER

Alan Roberts, Gary Smith, Arena Publications 1977. 50c
URANIUM MINING: IMPACT ON THE AUSTRALIAN ECONOMY
THE NUCLEAR POWER EXPERIENCE IN JAPAN

NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION & AUSTRALIAN URANIUM

Three pamphlets produced by FOE Australia (1977) ea. 20c
INSPECT URANIUM RESOURCE KIT

Nuclear hazards, effects on aborigines &c. For schools. $1.50
URANIUM: CITIZENS’ RESPONSE KIT

Concise rebuttal of pro-nuclear arguments 65c

Energy Alternatives
SOFT ENERGY PATHS

Amory Lovins, FOE UK 1978. $2.95
ENERGY STRATEGIES: THE ROAD NOT TAKEN?

Lovins, FOE Australia 1977. $1.00
SOLAR ENERGY FOR THE HOME

(Chain Reaction, 1977) 60c
WINDPOWER FOR AUSTRALIA

(Chain Reaction, 1977) $1.00

A QUEANBEYAN SOFT-DRINK FACTORY
(FOE Canberra) Case study on the co-option of solar energy to serve

e

Land Rights

THE MAPOON BOOKS

Book 1: Aborigines tell how they were driven off the Mapoon
mission to make way for bauxite mining: $1.00
Books 2 & 3: The company's version of the story-etc. ea. $1.80
URANIUM MINING IN THE NORTHERN TERRITORY

(Christian Action Group pamphlet, for aborigines) $1.00
ABORIGINES AND CONSERVATION

(Chain Reaction, vol 4 no 1) Nature conservation has been used as
an argument for denying Aboriginal Land Rights. But can whites
look after national parks better than blacks? $1.00
RANGER: WHITE MAN'S JUSTICE -

{Chain Reaction double issue) The politics behind the signing of the
Ranger Agreement to mine uranium on aboriginal land. A/so, Third

World section. $1.75
General

RECYLCING: IS IT THE SOLUTION FOR AUSTRALIA?

(lan Pausacker, Penguin, 1978) $3.25
PUMPKINS, POISONS AND PEOPLE

(CcV, 1978) The dangers of pesticides in home gardens. $2.60
MEDIA HANDBOOK

(lola Matthews) Guide to writing press-releases etc. $2.00

UNFAIR TO HIPPOCRITS

(By Rolf Heimann. Proceeds to FOE) Humorous, and satirical
drawings by the “Nation Review'’ cartoonist. $4.95
KNOCKING ON HEAVEN'S DOOR

(Rolf Heimann) The story of a voyage to the centre of the French
testing zone in the Pacific. $4.95
MORUROA MON AMOUR

(Bengt and Marie Danielsson) Story of the Tahitian struggle for
freedom, against French exploitation and bomb testing. $3.50

URANIUM:
CITIZENS’
RESPONSE

P
a

Rebuttal of government case for mining and export of uranium

1 URANIUM MINING AND NUCLEAR POWER
Worldwide Resistance

;ll,l;l'sl()N OF SECURITY Australian Nuckear Safeguards
3 NUCLEAR ENERGY AND THE ALTERNATIVES

1 RADIOACTIVE. WASTE  Nuckear Technology Btal Flaw

5 URANIUM MINING Negtion of Lad Rights

IC IMPLICATIONS OF URANIUM MINING

Broadsheets
ENERGY: USE. SOURCES, CONSERVATION 20c

URANIUM: ATOMS FOR THE POOR?

Nuclear power is no answer to the problems of the third world.
donation

URANIUM: PEOPLE OF THE WORLD SAY NO

Survey of world-wide opposition to nuclear power.

BAUXITE: THE NUCLEAR CONNECTION

Pians for a huge aluminium refinery in WA will require vast

quantities of electricity. Where will it come from? Nuclear power,

donation

3 says the state premier. donation
Magazine on energy news. Appears about monthly ea. $1.00 Repon:ts on the dangers of commfercial exploitation of Antarc{(g:.
CARTER'S ENERGY DECEPTION: THE NUCLEAR THREAT, rouriissussihave been produced so far. eajioc
‘THE SOLAR SOLUTION
Pamphlet by Barry Commoner. 20c
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Stickers

STOP URANIUM MINING (in English) 20c
STOP URANIUM MINING (ltalian or Greek) 30c
PLUTONIUM — DEADLY FOR 240,000 YEARS 40c
SOLAR NOT NUCLEAR 20c
URANIUM: NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION, DEFORMITIES,
DEATH 40c
NO NUCLEAR POWER FOR VICTORIA 40c
URANIUM? NO THANKS!

(Smiling sun stickers, sheet of 20) 20c
LET WHALES LIVE 30c
WHALING IS MURDER 30c

SAVE THE FRANKLIN, TASMANIA’S LAST WILD RIVER  30c
Badges

URANIUM? NO THANKS! 30c
STOP URANIUM MINING 30c
FRIENDS OF THE EARTH 30c
LET WHALES LIVE 30c
PROTECT ANTARCTICA 30c
WOMEN AGAINST NUCLEAR ENERGY 30c
T-shirts

FRIENDS OF THE EARTH

(green symbol on white, yellow or blue) $4.50 |

URANIUM? NO THANKS!
(Smiling sun symbol on white) $4.50
URANIUM COSTS THE EARTH

(Mushroom cloud design) Short sleeves $4.50

Long sleeves $5.50
NO ONE GIVES A STUFF

picture of whales selling ““Save the human’’ badges.
Long sleeves $5.50

ORDERS

Please tick the publications, stickers etc required. Include
40c postage for the first publication and 10c more for each
additional publication.

T O
ATAresss s s v s v pes @33 e ETT G55 wm 80 S e n S
................. Bosteode:, . i . oo insimn s nas
| enclose a cheque/money orderfor$.......... to cover

the ticked publications plus postage.
SEND TO FOE, 366 Smith Street, Collingwood 3066,
or your regional FOE group.

No Emus for Antarctica!

ROLF HEIMANN'S second cartoon
collection “No Emus for Antarctica”
is out now. 64 pages of curious and
absurd drawings, subtle and unsubtle
humour, puns and jokes. ““No Emus
for Antarctica” and Heimann’s first
cartoon collection, “Unfair to
Hippocrits” are available from Friends
of the Earth and more enlightened
bookshops. Price $4.95, profits (if

any) to FOE.

The author has also written a book
on his experiences in the South Seas
(“Knocking on Heaven’s Door"’), does
cartoons for the NATION REVIEW
and drew the cover of this magazine.
Ask for “No Emus for Antarctica”
next time you’re at Friends of the
Earth, or send $4.95 plus postage to
366 Smith St, Collingwood!

\/
)

Rolf Heimann

“ Relf- Heimann’s
bﬂ“i&ﬂ{‘ book. O‘F
Cavioons s NOW
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