












































The food co-op was founded by 
members in 1975 who wanted to pro­
vide people with the opportunity of 
pooling together their money and 
energy by buying cheap wholesome 
food in bulk (and thus also minimising 
its packaging). 

These broad guideli11es are still 
retained although membership has 
greatly increased - it is now in the 
lOO's. It has largely ceased to be a co­
operative in the true sense that all 
members actively contribute to its 
running. Many still have this feeling 
but through force of circumstance, eg. 
full time employment are unable to be 
active , whilst others do not share in 
this feeling and regard the co-op as 
they would any other shop. The spect­
rum is from highly active involvement 
to sheer abuse. 

At any one time the Co-op is run 
by 2 co-ordinators and 11 people in 
the shop on a weekly roster. These 11 
work voluntarily in 3 shifts on a day 
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to day basis. Co-ordinators ensure 
that the roster is filled, goods pur­
chased, prices adjusted, and deal with 
general organisation. 

Members are asked to bring their 
own containers, weigh out goods 
themselves, and calculate their own 
bill: trust is obviously an important 
factor and usually well-founded. This 
self-help method of operating involves 
the members to a great extent and also 
allows the food to be offered more 
cheaply. Because of limited storage 

· space the price of certain items is 
sometimes not so competitive as it 
otherwise could be and is more related 
to fluctuating market prices. 

We have no facilities for fresh fruit 
and vegetable storage or dairy pro­
ducts. The range of other food is 
extensive and we try to encourage 
nutritious, healthy eating. Thus we 
store, whole grains and flours, natural 
honey, rather than processed or 
refined foods. High turnover in the 

shop ensures freshness. As well as 
supplying the normal range of nuts, 
beans·, etc. we also stock such esoteric 
items as Miso and Tahini. These are 
essential to a non-meat diet; the 
former providing a range of B vitamins 
which non-meat eaters may be short 
on; the later is a high protein food 
originally from the Middle East . 

Besides food, the co-op has books 
bo_th recipe type and health food. 
There is a board so people can adver­
tise trips, accommodation, etc. 

We try to provide an opportunity 
for individual involvement and remain 
open to members ideas (especially if 
they are willing to put in the work to 
implement them), to foster communi­
cation and the atmosphere of an old 
time general store. The tensions of 
supermarket shopping and its accomp­
anying mentality are absent whilst 
healthy, wholesome foods are encour­
aged - for our health and the health 
of the environment. Deborah Bye 

BOOK REV I E\NS 

IN BRIEF .... 
"REEL CHANGE - A GUIDE TO 
FILMS ON APPROPRIATE TECH­
NOLOGY". 
FOE San Francisco 1979 60 pgs. 
$4.50. 

A handy guide to American films 
available on alternative energy sources. 
Over 80 films are reviewed in a read­
able and sometimes. humourous style. 
The authors have tried to describe 
exactly the content of each film and 
its practical uses pointing out that 
film titles are always a very bad 
indicator of content. 

A number of the films favourably 
reviewed are available in various 
Australian libraries but clearly a lot 
more could be useful here. This would 
be a good present for a sympathetic 
librarian. 

"THE FUTURE OF THE AUTO­
MOBILE IN AN OIL SHORT 
WORLD" 
Lester Brown et al. Worldwatch Paper 
32. 64 pages Sept. 1979. $2 .00. 

An up to date assessment of the 
transport problem in a global context. 
Looking beyond the normal energy/ 
urban transport debate this book 
discusses how long we can really 
expect the current system of private 
transport to survive and the conflict 
between global development needs and 
continued growth in the use of cars. 
Lastly it looks at ways existing tech­
nology might change to meet some of 
the problems and at several soft energy 
alternatives of cycling, public trans­
port and renewable liquid fuels. 

frien~ of the 
tarth on air -
Friends of the Earth is now on 

· air in at least three cities: 

SYDNEY - has a half-hour program 
of news and features fortnightly on 
Thursdays at 9.20 p.m. 
Tune to FM radro 2SER-FM (the 
NSW .Institute of Technology and 

"GREEN BANS - THE BIRTH OF 
AUSTRALIAN ENVIRONMENTAL 
POLITICS" 
by Richard Roddewig, Hale and Iron­
monger 1978. 180 pgs. $7 .95 . 

The story of Jack Mundey and the 
Green Bans told from a new perspec­
tive, that of an American lawyer 
vis1ting Australia during the early 
seventies. Looking back on events in a 
historical perspective raises some inter­
esting new points about what was one 
of the early highpoints of the fight for 
the environment (if not the actual 
birth place as_claimed in the book). 

"POLITICS POLLUTION AND THE 
GREAT BARRIER REEF" 
Australian Littoral Society 1979. 8 
pages. 30c. 

At last a succinct booklet on the 
threats to the Great Barrier Reef from 
oil drilling and spills. Elegantly written 
pieces by Judith Wright, Greg Miller, 
Des O'Connell and Brian Gilbert 
explain the risks involved and the 
effect of oil on tropical reefs. The · 
current state of technology to deal 
with oil slicks is also detailed. A 
number of tables and diagrams clearly 
summarise the dangers to marine 
ecosystems and in total present a 
compelling case for declaration of the 
entire Reef region as a Marine Park as 
originally proposed in the 197 5 Great 
Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority 
Act. 

All books are available from FOE, 
Melbourne. 

Macquarie University's jointly-run 
radio station). 

PERTH - FOE can be heard on the 
"Four Seasons" show, 1 O p.m. 
every second Monday on Com­
mur:iity Radio 6NR (after the 
Christmas holidays.) 

MELBOURNE - FOE has a half-hour 
show on the "Habitat and Heritage" 
program, every Monday at 10.30 
a.m. on Community Radio 3CR 
("837 kHz on your dial"j, 

FILM REVIEW 

"SOLUTIONS TO YOUR 
PROBLEMS" 

Written, produced and directed by 
Lynton Brown, 1978. 31 minutes. 

This film is a fictionalised documen­
tary which shows the confusion 
created by our consumer economy, 

· The film follows the investigations 
of a journalist from "Shrinking Earth" 
on an assignment to study the impact 
of consumerism on the natural 
environment. His search for infor­
mation leads him to interview well­
known ecologists and marketing 
executives, thus confronting us with 
arguments for and against the wide­
~pread felling of trees, and introducing 
issues ranging from clearfelling to the 
packaging and marketing of consumer 
products. 

Interspersed between these 
~is?ussions. are flashes of the journa­
list s own lifestyle. On one level he is a 
dedicated journalist, aware of the 
destructive forces in our society. On 
another he is trapped: he too buys 
ove.r-packaged goods, he too is caught 
up m the consumer society. 

The film bombards us with frag­
ments of information, from the Abo­
riginal's reverence for his sacred land 
to the physical impact of Western civil­
ization on our forests. How, it asks, 
can we know the long-term effects of 
our life-style on the indigenous ecol­
ogy when white occupation is such a 
recent phenomenon in the history of 
the giant forests? A human life is a 
mere speck in comparison with the 
life-span of a single tree. Yet it is 
apparent that we have already inflicted 
irreversible damage on these forests, all 
for the sake of an industry that has 
not made an overall profit since the 
50's. 

Most people's lives are based on the 
assu1:1ption that technology can 
proVIde the solution to all our 
problems. We cannot afford to accept 
that this is true. As more waste 
products are produced, more facilities 
tor recycling or disposing of them are 
mtroduced - but the consumer pays 
at every level. 

A confusing filrn but well worth 
seeing! Recommended for secondary 
students and discussion groups. 

"Solutions to Your Problems" is avail­
able from the National Forests Action · 
Council, 118 E"ol St, North Melbourne 
Phone (03) 329 5519. 
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BOOK R EVI E'NS 

"The Australia and New Zealand Solar 
Home Book" by S. V. Szokolay and 
R. W. Sale. $7.95 

'The Solar Home Book' with its 
bright yellow cover and prominent 
black title is an easy book to find in a 
bookshop, although difficult to steal. 
I suggest you do as I did: sell a few 
mining shares and buy it. It is written 
with you, the badly educated and 
technically ignorant, in mind. The text 
is clear and concise, while the use of 
jargon is minimized (or at least opti­
mized). 

The cover shows a solar home 
designed by the author. It is typical of 
the 'Solar Punk' style of architecture, 
as opposed to the 'Rustic Vegetarian' 
style found in Eltham here in Mel­
bourne. It is a reminder that solar 
housing . design is still a nascent art, in 
the throes of a difficult birth. But 
enough! Let us press on to page one 
without further digression. 

The first word of any book must be 
the hardest to write, I have always 
suspected. Arthur Koestler began "The 
Ghost in the Machine" with the word 
'in', and here the authors have chosen 
to do the same. This is no doubt 
merely a coincidence, and indeed the 
two books part ways from the next 
word onwards. 

While Koestler discusses art and 
discovery, Szokolay and Sale delve 
into the history of Greco-Roman naval 
warfare. For anyone wondering what 
this topic has to do with solar energy, 
I can promise an interesting surprise. 
The historical section is then followed 
by a mercifully brief summary of 
energy use in Australia, followed in 
turn by a look at the principles of flat 
plate solar collectors. Anyone contem­
plating building a solar hot water 
service will find this, and the later 
chapter on solar water heating, an 
extremely practical and helpful source 
of information. Construction details 
are clearly set out for do-it-yourself 
buffs. 

This brings me to discuss the style 
of authors. They fall squarely into the 
"linear analytic" school of English 
writing. Irony, metaphor, and parody 
are pruned back with the enthusiasm 
of a literary Kevin Heinze, to leave a 
sparse work of simple clarity. For 
example, there is little ambiguity in 
the words "Before installation, inspect 

the underside of the roof for leaks" 
found on page 72. Nowhere in the 
book will one find the self indulgent 
retrospection of Powell and Proust, 
and indeed anyone expecting anything 
resembling an autobiography of either 
of the authors will be sadly disap­
pointed by the self-effacing nature of 
the work. 

And so now to the core of the 
book, which deals with solar house 
design. The authors deal with human 
comfort and climate, then explain how 
the fabric of a building can be used to 
get in extra sun in winter, store the 
heat in the walls and floor, and 
prevent escape of heat by using insu­
lation. In summer, vegetation, insu­
lation and eave overhang reduce the 
heat getting into a dwelling, while 
brick walls and concrete floor soak up 
heat to keep the occupants cool. While 
this information is invaluable for any­
one planning a new house, most of us 
do not have this opportunity. But we 
are not neglected! The authors also 
provide a generous section on saving 
energy in existing homes: by installing 
curtains and pelmets, weatherstripping, 
wearing thick socks and earmuffs, 
staying in bed all day, and so on. 

I can thoroughly recommend this 
book, which has, I shall also mention, 
a section on 'active' solar heating and 
cooling systems, an illustrated list of 
solar houses in Australia, and a Direct­
ory of Solar Equipment and Services. 
It will become a standard reference on 
solar housing, in the same way that 
Runyon Sprout's 'Counter-Culture or 
Counter-Lunch?' has become the bible 
of those interested in food politics. 

Simon Thornton 

Must a Solar House be so Complicated? 

VICTORIA' s· NUCLEAR 
COUNTDOWN 

Despite the promises that Victoria 
will not be "going nuclear", given to 
us by the liberal government before 
the election in May last year, it seems 
our friends at the S.E.C. have other 
ideas. 

These plans are investigated in the 
latest Community Energy Network 
report entitled "Victoria's Nuclear 
Countdown". The report's author, 
Mr Phillip Sutton, claims that the key 
decisions on building reactors in 
Victoria can be made in two years. 

Beginning with the State Electricty 
Commission Act, Mr Sutton points 
out that the SEC is required by its 
act to promote the establishment of 

. new industries requiring large amounts 
of cheap electricity - committing our 
finite supply of coal to high energy 
consuming industry is bad enough 
(energy intensive industry is not 
usually labor intensive), but consider 
too the strong possibility that Victoria 

· will. participate in a conversion project 
with Japan to make synthetic oil and 
gas from coal. 

Greater energy consumption and 
commercially-scaled conversion pro­
grams will mean intense competition 
for the limited supply of the most 
economically winnable coal. This 
cheapest coal will have to be used to 
keep down the cost of producing very 
expensive synthetic oil. 

These deposits of coal are the 
easiest to mine, they are traditionally 
used first, and they are the deposits 
being used now. 

The report quotes from the Vic­
torian Governments "Green Paper on 

. · Energy", released in 1977. 
"Should the depletion of oil and 

gas reserves cause an introduction of 
brown coal liquefaction or gasification . 
processes, competition for the State's 

i more easily won reserves of brown 

coal could strengthen considerably. 
Should this occur the generation of 
electricity by environmentally accept­
able nuclear technology is likely to be 
competitive and may be essential 
in order to maintain ready supplies of 
fuels at acceptable price levels. " 

The report sugests another develop­
ment which could tip the balance in 
favour of a nuclear reactor in the 
Portland area. 
* Portland is being put forward as an 
area of industrial expansion with 
Alcoa locating a major aluminium 
smelter there. At the moment the 
Government intends to spend $140 
million building high tension lines 
to carry power from Latrobe Valley 
to Portland. 
* being on the coast and a shipping 
port are obvious advantages for the 
site of a nuclear power station. 
* the SEC is very keen to balance 
its power load by having a power 
station in the west of the State. 
* the federal government has long 
encouraged the idea of a tri-state link 
up of electricity grids between South 
Australia, Victoria and Tasmania. 
* the area around Portland has no 
great resources of coal, gas or oil. 

The picture one has after reading 
this report is that by the end of this 
century Victoria's first nuclear power 
plant will be in operation. This will be 
the direct outcome of the energy 
policy being pursued by this State's 
encumbent liberal government 
aided and abetted by the SEC. 

FROZEN FIRE 

Liquified Natural Gas (LNG) is a 
terrifying substance. Transported in 
supertankers at minus 165° centri­
grade, it explodes on contact with 
water, cannot be put out once alight 
and if it escapes rapidly spreads as a 
cold deadly cloud hugging the ground. 
An exploding supertanker of LNG 
would have the explosive power of 55 
Hiroshima size bombs. 

A petrol tanker goes up in flames in an inner suburb of Melbourne. How much worse would an 
accident like this be if the fuel had been liquid petroleum gas under high pressure? 

When the Chief of an American 
Fire Department was asked what 
would happen if he had to contain an 
LNG fire he replied "I would expect 
to die, I would expect my men to die, 
I would expect most of the people in 
the community to die". 

Can the human mind even conceive 
what it would be like in a catastrophic 
LNG fire? When a truck of propylene 
(a similar liquified gas) skidded off 
into a crowded holiday camp in Spain 
in 1978, 43 cubic metres of liquid gas 
vaporized and swelled into a fireball 
with heat so intense that people who 
were not killed outright came running 
out of the fire with arms and legs 
looking like sausages burst in a frying 
pan. 

Over 200 people were killed and 
virtually all of the 500 people at the 
camp suffered burns or other injuries. 
It is to these victims both living and 
dead that Friends of the Earth's latest 
book "Frozen Fire" is dedicated. 

Natural gas is used in many places 
in the safe form of a gas piped into •. , ., 
homes and factories or as compressed 
natural gas in cars in N.S.W. Liquifying 
natural gas brings out several of its 
most dangerous properties and creates 
perhaps the most dense form of energy 
apart from nuclear power. 

"Frozen Fire" was written for 
Friends of the Earth by Danish born 
Lee Davis. It categorises the state of 
the LNG industry around· the world 
including the shocking accident record 
and the indifferent attitude of the 
Governments and the large multi-

Photo courtesy of "The Age" photo library. 

national companies that control the 
industry. 

Australia is about to join the 
Liquified Natural Gas network 
through the $4 billion North West 
Shelf export gas project. About 75% 
of the gas in the off-shore deposits 
will be exported in massive super­
tankers mainly to Japan. The major 
dangers lie in the liquidation plants, 
the shipping terminals and in trans­
porting the LNG. After a succession of 
oil refinery fires around Australia it is 
hard to believe that technology will 
infallibly control such a dangerous 
substance. 

Meanwhile in Victoria the Gas and 
Fuel Co~poration is building_ Aust­
ralia's first LNG storage facility at 
Dandenong to channel additional gas 
into its system at times of peak 
usage. Whilst the "dangers inherent in 
moving LNG are less in this type of 
plant the vast quantity of gas involved 
makes it a fragile time bomb which is 
being constructed on the outskirts of 
a growing city. 

"Frozen Fire" is extremely read­
able and yet it is authoritative and 
goes into the LNG problem in great 
detail. Hopefully it will be an opening 
shot in a campaign to raise public 
awareness of the dangers of this 
technology. More importantly it 
should underline the fact that there 
are few easy solutions to the energy 
crisis. 
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These publications are available from · FRIENDS OF 
THE EARTH, 366 Smith Street, Collingwood. Most of 
them are available at other state offices of Frie_nds of the 
Earth. 

Wholesale rates to friendly groups, people running street 
stalls etc. are as cheap as possible: usually 30-40% off the 
listed price. Phone us for details. 

Recent Publications 
An Ordinary Person's Guide to 

THE NUCLEAR FUEL CYCLE 
Paul Marshall FOE, MAUM Syd. 1980. 60c 
VICT. NUCLEAR COUNTDOWN 
Philip Sutton, Community Energy Network 1980. State 
Govt. Plans for a Nuclear Victoria. $1.50 
THREE MILE ISLAND - The Real Story 
FOE Research Paper No. 2 $1.00 

NUCLEAR POWER 
(Walt Patterson, FOE UK 1976) Lucid explanations of how it works 
and how it fails. $2.50 
THE MENACE OF ATOMIC ENERGY 
Ralph Nader& John Abbots. USA 1977 $2.75 
RED LIGHT FOR YELLOWC.4KE 
Barrett, Falk & Hay(!s, FOE AU§t 1f}76. -$1.00 
URANIUM, THE LAW AND YOU 
(FOE Australia 1978) Nuclear society necessitates a drastic loss of 
civil nbertiesl $2.50 

Uranium and Nuclear Power 
URANIUM ENRICHMENT - A threat to us all. C.A.N.E. 
South Australia. - Free 

URANIUM MINING: IMPACT ON THE AUSTRALIAN ECONOMY 
.THE NUCLEAR POWER EXPERIENCE IN JAPAN 
NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION & AUSTRALIAN URANIUM 
Three pamphlets produced by FOE Australia (1977) ea. 20c 
GROUND FOR CONCERN 
(Mary Elliot, FOE Australia 1978) The social, political and environ­
mental implications of the nuclear fuel cycle - and some alter­
natives. Penguin bestseller. $3.95 

Energy Alternatives 
SOFT ENERGY PATHS 
Amory Lovins, FOE UK 1918. $2.95 
ENERGY STRATEGIES: THE ROAD NOT TAKEN? 
Lovins, FOE Australia 1977. $1.00 
SOLAR ENERGY FOR THE HOME 
(Chain Reaction, 1977) 60c 
WINDPOWER FOR AUSTRALIA 
(Chain Reaction, 1917) $1.00 
A QUEANBEYAN SOFT-DRINK FACTORY 
(FOE Canberra) Case study on the co-option of solar energy to serve 
thP. Coca-Cola empire. free 
CARTER'S ENERGY DECEPTION: THE NUCLEAR THREAT, 
THE SOLAR SOLUTION . 
Pamphlet by Barry Commoner. 20c 
BAUXITE: THE NUCLEAR CONNECTION 
·Plans for a huge aluminium refinery in WA will require vast 
quantities of electricity. Where will it come from? Nuclear po~r, 
says the state premier. donatron 

Whales and Oceans 
WHALES ... AND THEN THERE WERE NONI:? 
(Kim O'Sullivan, FOE Australia, 1978) Basic information ~h<:>ut 
whales: their behavior, their present plight, the Whaling Commrssron 
and what you can do. 50c. 
ANTARCTICA: RESOURCES & ENVIRONMENT 
Pamphlet produced for the Antarctic Campaign .20c 
ICE 
Reports on the dangers of commercial exploitation of Antarctic. 
Four issues have been produced so far. ea. 1 Oc 
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c E s 
MIND IN THE WATERS 
Fascinating collection of writings - scientific and poetic - on 
whales and dolphins. $10.00 

General 
RECYCLING: IS IT THE SOLUTION FOR AUSTRALIA? 
(/an Pausacker, Pe_nguin, 1978) $3.25 
THE MAPOON BOOKS 
Book 1: Aborigines tell how they were, driven 
mission to make way for bauxite mining: 

off the Mapoon 

Books 2 & 3: The company's version of the story-etc. 
KNOCKING ON HEAVEN'S DOOR 

$1.00 
ea. $1.80 

(Rolf Heimann) The story of a voyage to the centre of the French . 
testing zone in the Pacific. $4.95 
MORUROA MON AMOUR 
(Bengt and Marie Danielsson) Story of the Tahitian struggle for 
freedom, against French exploitation and bomb testing. $3.50 
MEDIA HANDBOOK 
(Iola Matthews) Guide to writing press-releases etc. 
UNFAIR TO HIPPOCRITS 
(By Rolf Heimann. Proceeds to FOE) Humorous and satirical 

$2.00 

.drawings by the "Nation Review" cartoonist. $4.95 
NO EMUS FO.R ANTARCTICA - -
Rolf Heimann (the artist who drew the cover of this issue) produced 
this collection of cartoons for FOE - humour and social comment. 

PUMPKINS POISONS & PEOPLE 
C. C. V. 1980. 

"A most comprehensive work .... 
mercifully free of scientific jargon" 

Age 8/2/80. 

It's practical, it's a teach yourself 
book that tells you about solar 
water heating in Australian condi­
tions. If you've been looking for a 
book that goes into the whole 
picture of solar water heating in a 
well-written, easy to follow 
manner, then this is it! 

$4.95 

9 chapters go into the history of solar water neatrng, tne 
different types of equipment available, how they work, 
what your savings are likely to be, how t;) build your 
own, how to solar heat a swimming pool etc. Plus a biblio­
graphy and details of manufacturers/distributors in 
Australia. A total of 70 illustrations included. 

If you'd like a copy, try your local bookshop. If you can't 
get one, mail the coupon below or simply send a $5 chequ; 
or money order plus 50 cents Postage to 'SOLAR HOT , 
C/- 1 Chalmers Avenue, Sandringham, 3191, Vic. Money 
back within 10 days if not fully satisfied. 

I MAIL TO: 'SOLAR HOT', 1 Chalmers Avenue, Sandring-
ham, 3191. VIC. Yes, I'd like ...... copies of 'SOLAR 
HOT WATER' at $5 each plus 50 cents postage (cheque 
or money order). I enclose$ ..... . 

NAME ........................... . ....... . 

ADDRESS: 

........ . . POSTCODE .......... . 

R E s 0 u R 

Protect their home, 
our heritage. 

No delays, no exploitation. 

~ the Great Barrier Reef Great. 
Declare the whole park now! 

Save The Barrier Reef Campaign 

118 Errol Street, Nth. Melbourne 3051. 
329 5519 I 

Stickers 

STOP URANIUM MINING (in English) 
STOP URANIUM MINING (Italian or Greek) 
PLUTONIUM - DEADLY FOR 240,000 YEARS 
SOLAR NOT NUCLEAR 

20c 
30c 
40c 
·2oc 

URANIUM: NUCLEAR PROLIFERATl0N, 
DEATH 

DEFORMITIES, 
40c 

BAN LEAD PETROL 
FOOD FOR PEOPLE NOT PROFIT 
LAND RIGHTS NOT MINING 
245T 2450 NOT 4 ME 
URANIUM? NO THANKS! 
(Smiling sun stickers, sheet of 20) 
LET WHALES LIVE 
WHALING IS MURDER 
SAVE THE FRANKLIN, TASMANIA'S LAST WILD RIVER 

Badges 

URANIUM? NO THANKS! 
STOP URANIUM MINING 
FRIENDS OF THE EARTH 
LET WHALES LIVE 
PROTECT ANTARCTICA 
SOLAR POWER NOW 

30c 
40c 
35c 
30c 

20c 
30c 
30c 
30c 

30c 
30c 
30c 
30c 
30c 
40c 

c E s 

'!""I/ :m.t1l<•.S peotle srcI<.!! 
1"V E:NSI..li>ICS yo"-,......! SAPS 
JI.LL YoVR. C.R£~1VC ENCM.4'! ! 
TV HOO)CS YolJ lil<« J)ol'C ! 
TV;. o1'vio .. •1'1 a _ "YAST 
WA!.TELA~D~ Th,.- lS com­'"°" knoi..Jle1d9e. 
,rv is µst JlA-in 11.A.O for 
you. physic Ill_, TI,ou,~lly , 
and. Spiritua~. u.Jat.Lh1riq 
il 1o1il1 c.ui.se you c,r•.,t u.Ja · 
tuppiru1s.t in Ji/• ani )°"'re 
=ore t.haon lllc•ly to ,rt 
CANC&R!! 

IF VouR C.lllATIVE 
A REAC. OUT'L.£T 41 

IHSAt4tTV •• 5£Ek INC. 

TNE.-1 READ -

UNDERCURRENTS 
FOE Melbourne has recently become the distributor in 

Australia of the noted British magazine "Undercurrents" 
which deals with alternative lifestyles the politics of energy 
and radical technology. The previous distributor went 
bankrupt(!?). 

This is a unique chance to get copies for only 75c each 
or a reasonably complete collection from the last three 
years for $5 (Librarians take note!). 

New subscriptions are $7:50 seamail, $15:00 airmail 
either through FOE Melbourne or direct to Undercurrents, 
12 South Uley Dursley Glos. GLl 1 SSS England. 

T-shirts 

FRIENDS OF THE EARTH 
(green symbol on white, yellow or blue) 
URANIUM? NO THANKS! 
(Smiling sun symbol on white) 
SOLAR POWER NOW 
PROTECT ANTARTICA 
SAVE THE FRANKLIN 
MUSICIANS AGAINST NUCLEAR ENERGY 

orders 

$4.5_0 

$4.50 
$4.50 
$4.50 
$5.50 
$4.50 

Please tick the pufllications, stfokers etc required. Include 
40c postage for the first publication and 10c more for each I additional publication. 

,Name ..................... . ............. . 
! 
iAddress .................................. . I . 
................. Postcode . , .............. . 

I enclose a cheque/money order for$ .......... to cover . 
the ticked publications plus postage. 
SEf\JD TO FOE, 366 Smith Street, Collingwood 3066, 
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ANTARCTIC 
NEWS 
The Antarctic and Southern Ocean 
Coalition (ASOC) has recently been 
established in the U.S.A. to coordinate · 
joint international action to protect 
Antarctica. Friends of the Earth and 
the AustraHan Conservation Foun­
dation are two of the founding 
members of a unique international 
conservation effort, and groups from 
all over the world are joining, in time 
for action to be taken before the 
meeting in May of the Antarctic 
Treaty Nations. 

Half a dozen offices of Friends of 
the Earth around the world have also 
recently formed an "Antarctic Working 
Group" which will hopefully provide 
an up to date information service on 
Antarctic developments. 

Conservation groups within 
Australia are cooperating en mass to 
present the Government with their 
views on the future of the Antarctic 
Continent, and the next Parliamentary 
session will see the first step in a long 
campaign take place. 

. ~. 

FOE's book on Antarctic has now· 
completely sold out, and a much 
revised and improved edition should 
be available very soon, 

The new Minister for Science and 
Environment Mr Thomson, has pro­
mised an environmental protection act 

WH1'LES&WILUING 
The first nation to try and buck the 

IWC's 1979 decisions on whale quotas 
was Russia (as reported by Greenpeace 
in CR Vol 5 No 2). Russia had asked 
for a postal vote to increase the sperm 
quotas in. Fortunately, the vote was 
fairly predictable; 3 in favour, 3 absen­
tentions, 16 against and no vote at all 
from Brazil. It left one to wonder 
what the Japanese might try next. 

Since then two more potentially 
serious incidents have occurred. Firstly, 
on the eve of the last day of the 90 
day objection period, Spain lodged an 
objection to her quota of 143 fin 
whales. Spain had only joined the IWC 
in time for the 1979 meeting, and was 
only really given the quota as a pat on 
the head for joining. No one is quite 
. sure what game Spain is actually play-
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ing, but in any event must be totally 
condemned for her action. All the 
major Australian environmental groups 
concerned with whaling have lodged 
their own objections with the Spanish 
Government while the Australian 
Government has done the same. It 
should also be remembered that 
whalers such as the notorious "Sierra" 
operating from taking blue whales and 
humpback whales, both protected by 
the IWC as endangered species. 

Secondly, Peru (again a brand new 
member of the IWC) who was given a 
quota for sperm and brydes whales in 
1980, on condition that she would 
cease whaling for the remainder of 
1979 (July-December) has broken 
complete faith with the IWC and 
resumed whaling. It has been assumed 
that she is killing whales from the. 

• 
t 

for Antarctica. 
We think that the Government 

is playing games, but we'll report 
further after we've had a chance to 
review the document. 

For more information contact Michael 
Kennedy, FOE Sydney. 

quota given to her by the South 
Pacific Commission before she joined 
the IWC . Peru obviously can't be 
trusted, and her reasons for joining the 
IWC seem rather dubious to say the 
least. Japan has her finger in the pie 
somewhere along the line. The Aust­
ralian Government has not yet acted 
(18/1/80) as it says that the facts of 
the situation are unclear. We're giving 
them all the help we can??? 

Michael Kennedy. 
Sydney 

( ALL info via Marine Action Centre 
Newsletter). 
TIT BITS; The infamous pirate ship 
Sierra was recently sunk after a. 
mysterious explosion. The Australian 
Government has given $5,000.00 to 
the upcoming whale ethics and cruelty 
meeting in the USA. 

Friends of the Earth are all around you. 
-------------------

• • 

Victoria 
VICTORIAN RESOURCE CENTRE: 366 Smith Street. 

Collingwood 3066. Phone (03) 419-8700 . 

New South Wales 
SY~~~~:

3
?_32 Castlereagh St. , Sydney 2000 . Phone (02) 

Australian Capital Territory 
CANBERRA: FOE, PO Box 1875 Canberra City ACT 

2601. Phone (062)47-3064. ' 

Northern Territory 
DARWIN : PO Box 2120 Darwin 5794. Phone (089) 

81-3804. I 

Queensland 
BRISBANE: FOE, West End Resource Centre 75b Vulture 

St., West End (mail to PO Box 667 So
1

uth Brisbane 
4101). Phone (07) 44-1766. ' 

South Australia 
ADELAIDE: 310 Angas St., Adelaide 5000 . Phone (08) 

223-6917. 
Tasmania 
HOBART: FOE, C/o The Environment Centre 102 Bathurst 

St., Hobart 7000. Phone (002) 34-5543. ' 

Western Australia 
PERTH: FOE, C/o the Environment Centre, 537 Wellington 

St. , Perth 5000. Phone (09), 321-5942. 

AUSTRIA 
Dr. Gernot Neuwirth, Liaison 
R oubiczekgasse 2/23. 11 00 Wien. 

BELGIUM (Les Amis de la Terre) 
43 rue Haute-Marcelle. 5000 Namur. 

CANADA (Friends of the Earth/Les Amis de la Terre) 
George Matheson , Liaison. 
54-53 Queen St. , Ottawa. KIP 5C5. 

EL SALVADOR (Amigos de la Terra) 
St. Francisco de Sola, Founder. 
H. de Sola y Hujor. San Salvador. 

ENGLAND (Friends of the Earth Ltd) 
Tom Burke, Liaison. 
9 Poland St. , London WI V 3DG. 

FRANCE (Les Amis de la Terre) 
Vincent Richet , Liaison 
14 bis. Rue de l 'Arbalete. 75005. Paris. 

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY ( Freunde der Erde) 
Martin Kuenzlen, Liaison. 
Witzlebenstr. 32 I-Berlin 19. 

IRELAND (Friends of the Earth) 
Anne O'Connell , Secretary . 
17 A rbutus Place, South Circular Rd., Dublin. 

IT ALY (Amici della Terra) 
Piazza Sforza Cesarini 28. 00186 R ome. 

JAPAN (Correspondent) 
Yukio Tanaka, Correspondent. 
Kubodeza Bldg. 4F/4B, 2-1 8-19 Koraku Bunkyo-Ku, 
Tokyo 112 Japan . 

MALAYSIA (Sahabat Alam) 
S.M. Mohd , Liaison. 
7 Cantonment R oad, Penang. 

MEXICO (Amigos de la Tierra) 
Arturo Aldama, President. 
A partado Postal 269. Cuemavaca. Morelos. 

NETHERLANDS (Vereniging Milieudefensie) 
W. de Savo rnin Lohman, General Coordinator. 
Tweede Weteringplantsoen 9, A msterdam. 

NEW ZEALAND (Friends of the Earth) 
Roger Wilson, National Organizer. 
Box 39-065, A uckland West. 

PORTUGAL (.Associacio Portuguesa de Ecologistas) 
Plaza I/ha do Faial. 14-A 1000. Lisbon. 

SCOTLAND (Friends of the Earth) 
Mairi MacArthur, Liaison. 
2a Ainslie Place. Edinburgh 3. 

SPAIN (Federacion de Amigos de la Tierra) 
Humberto da Cruz, Liaison. 
A partado de Correos 46177, Madrid. 

SWEDEN (Jordens Vanner) 
Erika Daleus, Liaison. 
Box 7331 , S-1 03 90. Stockholm. 

SWl!ZERLAND (Les Amis de la Terre) 
Darnel Kunth, Liaison. 
ESO, C/o CERN, 1211 Geneva. 

TH~ ILAND (Friends of the Earth) 
Sum1tr Hemasathol, Chairperson. 
45/63 ~rinakqr,npatana Housing Estate, Klang-jun. 
Bangkapz. Bangkok 24. 

U.S.A. (Friends of the Earth) 
Kathy Bartoloni, Liaison. 
124 Spear St., San Francisco 94105. 

YUGOSLAVIA (Prijatelji Sveta) 
Nenad Prelog, Director. 
41 000 Zagreb, Adzijina 6. 

National Centre for Alternative Technology. 
Llwyngwern Quarry, 
Mnchynlleth, Powys, Wales, Machvnlleth 2400. 



A huge number of Australians care about the en­
vironment but not many do anything about it. 
Opinion polls show a big majority oppose the con­
struction of nuclear power stations, the killing of 
whales, the construction of freeways and the un­
abated pollution of the environment. 

Yet the 40 or more Friends of the Earth groups 
around Australia are continually struggling to find 
people interested in working to solve these prob­
lems. 

What is Friends of the Earth doing? 
FOE has been working since 1973 in Australia 
opposing uranium mining, the killing of whales 
and many other environmental issues. We are 
currently building campaigns to preserve An­
tarctica, eliminate lead from petrol, develop aware­
ness on Food problems, oil from coal and shale, 
hazardous chemicals, the aluminium "boom" and 
many others. To effectively respond to these issues 
we need your help. 

I would like to help in the following areas : 

0 Uranium 0 Alternatives 0 Land Rights 

0 Oceans 0 Shop 0 Pub I ications 

0 Food Co-op 0 Office Other ... . .. . 

I have access to resources that may be of use to FOE : 

I have the following skills 

You can help in three ways 

With money - by becoming a member or making 
a donation you help to keep FOE active fighting 
campaigns, lobbying, researching and producing 
new publications to communicate the problem 
to the public. Tax deductible donations can be 
made to the Australian Conservation Founda­
tion, 6728 Glenferrie Road, Hawthorn, indicat­
ing a preference that the money be used to sup­
port the work of Friends of the Earth. 

With involvement - by joining one of the state or 
local groups you help by promoting its activities 
and spreading the message. If there isn't a group 
in your area we can help you . start one by 
finding other interested people. 

With ideas - FOE gets into new areas when people 
turn up with new ideas, new ideas attract new 
people and this has been the essence of FOE's 
phenomenal growth over the years. If you are 
already working on a problem we can help with 
resources or vocal support for your group. 

Name .. ........ . ......... . ........ .. . . ..... . 

Address .. . .... ... .. . ... . .... . ......... . .. . . . 

.. . ... ..... . ............. Postcode . . . . ..... . . 

Telephone •. ,"' .............. . . . Date . .. · .. .. 

Please find enclosed my membership fee of $10, or what I 
can afford. 

$ . ...... . 

Plus donation of $ . ...... . 

Please send me a Catalogue of FOE resources O 

Cheques should be made payable to Friends of t he Earth. Contact us fo r details of tax-deductible contributions. 

Return to the State group listed on the inside cover. 




