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PUBLICATIONS

ORDER
FORM

Dear Friends of the Earth

O Please forward me your publica-
tions and resources catalogue which
lists all publications, t-shirts, badges
and stickers for sale and films and
audio visuals for hire.

publications as advertised in this
issue of Chain Reaction (see page
35 ) (include 40c postage for the
first publication and 10c more for
each additional publication)

| enclose a cheque/postal order for I

G, e e e to cover these publi-
cations plus postage.

Return to Friends of the Earth, 366
Smith Street, Collingwood, 3066.
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tection. There is a sorry history of such
laws in Australia which have always
been subservient to laws providing for
development and exploitation. Only a
few positive examples of good laws
exist, such as the 1974 Federal Environ-
ment Protection (Impact of Proposals)
Act introduced by the Whitlam Govern-
ment.

Fisher’s book is a thorough review
of the state of environmental legislation
in each state and of the legal constraints
which prevent the public in Australia
enjoying the same powers to assert their
rights as are enjoyed by Americans. The
failure of the Australian Conservation
Foundation to even gain the standing to
sue in the case of the proposed Iwasaki
resort development at Yepoon is a grim
lesson that the Government and the
High Court are happy to keep the public
out of courts on environmental matters.

Although non lawyers may find it a
slow read, the book definitely has value
to all activists, particularly those grapp-
ling with the power of institutions
affecting the environment.

Andrew Herington

AUSTRALIA
AND

WORLD
CAPITALISM

EDITED BY
Greg Crough, Ted Wheelwright, Ted Wilshire
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Australia and World Capitalism by
C J Crough, E L Wheelwright and E
Wilshire. Penguin Books, Melbourne,

'1980. $5.95 (paperback).

This book is an excellent example of
what a strong editorial hand can do to
prevent the average reader from
dropping off to sleep in the middle of
an essay on Australian Political
Economy. The thirty-three essays in this

book are blissfully short and to the
point. The point being that as world
capitalism, in crisis, looks for new
avenues of investment, countries such as
Australia with its high levels of foreign
investment are mere and suffering
pawns.

The arguments centre around jobs,
technology, investment and the environ-
ment. For example, it explains the loss
of jobs, particularly in the manufactur-
ing sector, in terms of a deliberate wind-
ing down by foreign-owned companies.
In other words, their Australian
subsidiaries were no longer profitable
in the world scheme of their operations.
As a result the whole economic base of
an area can drop out overnight.

Australia and World Capitalism is a
fusion of thoughts and research by the
Australian trade union movement, and
the more academic political economy
movement. It’s final chapter, entitled
“The Transition to Socialism”, makes
some original and generally more
practical contributions, to a long line
of Marxist theory.

However, it is my feeling that this
book will be remembered more for its
lucid insights into an Australia ripped-
off, than for having paved the way to a
Socialist Australia.

Judy Wilks

The Sun betrayed: a report on the
corporate seizure of U.S. solar energy
development by Ray Reece, South End
Press, Boston, 1979. " 234 pages,
$US5.50.

Solar energy technologies provide the
promise of increased local self-sufficiency
and self-management as well as the
provision of energy with minimal
environmental impact. But how is the
promise to be realised? For those who
still look towards big corporations or
government for some help in moving
towards a soft energy future, 7he Sun
betrayed will dash any illusions. Reece
analyses the approach of US corpor-
ations and government bodies to solar
energy from the early 1970s to 1979.
He shows how they have attempted to
control the rate of commercialisation
of solar energy so as to maximise fossil
fuel profits, how they have emphasised
solar technologies that are capital-
intensive and suited for centralised
control (such as solar power towers),
how government solar funding has been
channelled to large corporations, and
how control over energy decisions has
been centralised. Reece also shows how
the energy multinationals are trying to
co-opt solar energy as part of a wider
sirategy: ‘“‘Not only, therefore, have
Wall Street corporations thoroughly
‘penctrated” the US solar market

through intracorporate diversification
(‘cross-subsidization’), extensive govern-
ment subsidy, and the purchase of
smaller firms, they have organised a
solar industries association clearly
devoted to building a solar market that
will be compatible with the larger aims
and ‘hard-path’ energy goals of the
corporate elite in general.” (pp. 186-7).
With several years delay, similar
developments may be expected in

Australia. oppressed in self-help efforts. All that
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From The Third World War, an action programme for the war on poverty.
Community Aid Abroad, Meblourne, 1980, $2.00.

The Sun betrayed is written in a
readable, journalistic style packed with
numerous thumbnail sketches of key
individuals and descriptions of govern-
ment studies and policies, corporate
moves and frustrated innovators.
Reece’s conclusion is that small-scale
applications of solar energy will only
be implemented following local and
regional initiatives, especially those
which unite the poor, unemployed and

é
A
.
:

UOI3JEY UIEL)




ChainReaction

SUBSCRIPTION
FORM

| wish to subscribe to Chain Reaction
L1511 EA R . year(s) at $5 per year
for four issues starting from the next
issue.

(Back copies of all issues of Chain
Reaction are available at $1, except
Volume 2 Number 3.)

| enclose a cheque/postal order for
e o r o for my subscription and
the following back issues

Dear friends,

Return to Chain Reaction, 366
Smith Street, Collingwood, 3066.
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can be hoped for from the federal
government is some facilitation or just
tolerance of local efforts in promoting
decentralised, democratic and maxi-
mally efficient applications of solar
energy.

Brian Martin
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From  the cover of Tasmanian
Aborigines — Mrs Beulah Mansell with
Kareen Brown, and from left Nat-

‘talie Brown, Katrina Mansell, Kathe-
rine Brown and Edmond Brown.

Tasmanian Aborigines: A Perspective
for the 1980’s by Heather Sculthorpe.
Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre, Hobart,
1980.

Today’s Tasmanian Aboriginal com-
munity is profiled in an compelling
new book. Tasmanian Aborigines: A
Perspective for the 1980’s looks at the
health, education, employment, hous-
ing and general welfare of a sample of
93 Aboriginal households. These were
selected at random from a list of 427
households from all parts of the
Tasmanian mainland and Bass Strait
Islands. The research was carried out
by interviews conducted by the
Project Officer at the homes of the
respondents, in conjunction with local
Aboriginals and is a testimony to their
initiative and insight. It was funded by
a Special Works Program of the
Department of Aboriginal Affairs.

The Federal Inquiry into Health
Problems among Aboriginals in 1978
did not consider Tasmania worthy of
attention. This Report tabulates an
inordinate incidence of respiratory
infection, obesity, dietary deficiency
and eye problems among the Abori-
ginal population. It suggests that the
level of alchohol dependence among
adults may be as high as 20%. Further-
more, it contends that where health
services do exist, they are woefully
inadequate. Aboriginal people feel
powerless and intimidated amid white
doctors and institutions. Treatment
Ladministered is of a purely curative

nature, the familiar handout of pills
and corresponding neglect of the social
causes of illness.

The Report’s investigation of
education reveals the same process of
isolation and neglect. The majority of
Aboriginals do not reach fourth year
secondary school, in fact 40% did not
complete primary education. Func-
tional illiteracy is prevalent. Should
the individual ‘succeed’ it is at the cost
of his or her identify. Whereas the
school syllabus now affords token
recognition of ethnic groups, Abori-
ginal children are told they have no
history, no language and no genuine
contemporary community. Even the
playground assists this cultural dis-
possession; Aboriginal parents com-
plain about the victimization and
ridicule of their children.

Nor are Aboriginals likely to ‘get
ahead’ out in society. The report
estimates a 38% unemployment rate
which zeniths at 72% in some
northern areas. The available jobs are
in the unskilled occupations. These are
invariably underpaid and offer mini-
mal opportunity for social respon-
sibility or self realization. They
enforce passivity and powerlessness
among the Aboriginal population.

The report finds that Aborigines
are similarly disadvantaged in the
fields of housing, recreation and legal
aid. These handicaps will be exacer-
bated should the government succeed
in integrating independent Aboriginal
services into the body of general social
welfare.

The net result, as one might expect,
is a high degree of psychological
morbidity among Aboriginal people.
Over 40% list depression and anxiety
as a common state of mind. One in
every fourteen people indicated a
frequent wish for death. At this point
the survey reminds us that it has been
conducted among a residentially stable
group of Aboriginals who are under
considerably less stress than the
itinerant and homeless Aboriginal.

In the final analysis though, the
report is optimistic and constructive.
It points to a growing self awareness
among Aboriginal people expressed in
the widespread support of the Land
Rights movement. It advocates the
defence of existing Aboriginal services
and the ‘Aboriginalisation’ of others.
It places its faith in community
based action in which all Aboriginals
can participate.

This report is an affirmation of an
Aboriginal culture very far fromdead.

Bruce Scates

Copies of this report are available from the

Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre, 2 Short
Street, Glebe, Hobart, Tasmania, 7000.
v

Friends of the Earth (NSW)
232 Castlereagh Street
Sydney

New South Wales 2000
Telephone (02) 26 48037,
Telex ¢/ AA 24041

Current objectives

Our objectives are to generate a
sense of personal responsibility for the
environment in which we live, and to
make crucial environmental issues the
subject of widespread public debate.
To campaign against specific projects
and all corporate and government policy
which is environmentally destructive.

Methods

Our objectives are pursued by
vigorous lobbying of governments at
both state and federal level, and also
those private corporations that would
advocate the degrading of our environ-
ment. These lobbying activities are
backed up by effective research and a
range of educational publications.

Past activities

Activities have been centred around
four major campaigns: endangered
species, whales and whaling, marine
sanctuaries and Antarctica. In addition,
submissions and research have taken
place in other areas of importance.

Future plans

The above campaigns will be conti-
nued in earnest, with additional cam-
paigns commencing on energy, pesti-
cides, the aluminium industry and coal
and oil developments.

Help needed

Urgent help is needed both in the
office and on all the campaigns. Volun-
teers, both full and part-time for lob-
bying, research work, fund raising,
leaflet design and publications, typing
and with a whole range of other skills
will be welcomed with open arms.

Rupert Public Interest Movement
Inc

PO Box 346 Dickson

Australian Capital Territory 2602
Telephone (062) 49 8649

Current objectives

To assist groups and individuals to
express views which would otherwise
go unheard; to educate members and
public to participate in decision-making
processes.

Methods

Issues are determined by member
votes; research is pursued by individuals
and study groups; public action is
undertaken by the Association working
with individuals and organisations.

Past activities

The Association was established in
December 1979 but grew out of Rupert
Information Referral Services.

Future plans

Projects currently underway, con-
tinuation of Freedom of Information
Legislation Campaign , a study
of satellite TV as a model for public
accountability in media ownership, a
full-scale research and public action
programme on the accountability of
transnational drug companies; under-
writing and sponsoring the National
1980 Nader Tour; future plans include
setting up offices in all states; a study
of medical services in Australia; and the
accountability of Telecom Australia.

Help needed

Member subscriptions;

fund-raising and research skills.

Resources available

National Watchdog — public interest
review of Federal politics $20 pa;
National Watchdog lobbying or in-
depth parliamentary monitoring services,
for a fraction of what you’d pay to do
it yourself; advice on public interest
representation; access to national office
library; publishing outlet; quarterly
journal to air many issues; s€minars,
workshops; free literature.

people to_
get State groups set up; administrative,

Native Forests Action Council
118 Errol Street

North Melbourne

Victoria 3051

Telephone (03) 329 5519

Current objectives

NFAC is involved in campaigns to
save Victoria’s remaining forests, the
two major areas of concern at present
being The Alps and East Gippsland.
In both areas the main threat to the
forests is extensive clearfelling. We are
advocating the creation of a Large
Alpine National Park. We are opposed

to the establishment of a huge
woodchip/pulpmill scheme in East
Gippsland.
Methods

The NFAC believes that the power
of the environment movement lies with
people, so our main concern is raising
the level of public awareness about
forestry issues — through publications,
films, street stalls, etc.

Past activities

The Save Our Bushlands Action
Group was the force behind the Little
Desert Campaign in the early 1970’s.

Future plans

To continue raising the level of
public awareness about forests and their
destruction.

Help needed

We are a voluntary group and there-
fore depend entirely upon membership
subscriptions and donations to main-
tain ourselves. At present we despe-
rately need more funds to support our
full-time organizer and to continue the
campaigns. We also need people. People
with skills ranging from typing, writing
and layout through to research.

Resources/services available

We can provide speakers to local
community groups. We also have
available a wide range of publications,
stickers, badges, T-shirts, windcheaters,
etc. as well as a number of films and
a pictorial display which can be hired
out.
Other NFAC groups are based at La
Trobe and Monash universities.
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FRIENDS OF THE EARTH.
MEMBERSHIP}
FORMJ
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Deaifiriencsotte Farth AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TASMANIA :
A cheque/postal order for $. . .. .. i MERRBITORY : Is this
enclosgde fy:)ocis am;/)r nieramcl))relihip bein(; HOBART: C/- The Environment Centre, the jar . Are these the
S10or whitever CANBERRA: PO Box 1875, Canberra 102 Bathurst Street, Hobart 7000. of glue - scissors you'd like to
I also include $ A donation City 2601. Telephone: (062)4730/4. Telephone: (002) 34 5543. you edit stories with?
aaa BURNIE: PO Box 350, Ulverstone intended -

OPlease send me a catalogue of
FOE resources.

Please make contact with me when

: DEVONPORT: P - [Ts thi iter |
you need help with work on SYDNEY: 232 Castlereagh Street, ;/3?'(\; OzTMA?”awésé 2 Devgnport articles Is this your ls thiy the typswriter
Ouranium Ooceans Syd 2000. Teleph (02) an OREH IS CID LIEET, for g you could use for
L « ydney LIS CDIONE Devonport 7310. Telephone (004) ; bright idea? ; ;

Owilderness & endangered species 264 8037. 24 5396 ; Chain \ Chain Reaction?
Oenergy Oaluminium BATHURST: Sandy Ruecroft, 155 TON - Iy Reaction?

©food coop ©bookshop Piper Street, Bathurst 2795. LAnL:Sn(iEgg-ncg:\;- 1|(_)gu\?vzfilsitr?rjcofns\grreo(;

Qoffice Opublications BLUE MOUNTAINS: John Baker, 94 "o “70e o ;

@Ot O ) B e ) i L Waratah Street, Katoomba 2780. :

| have access to these resources
which may be of use to FOE . . . . . ..

NEW SOUTH WALES

CENTRAL COAST: Tony Newman, C/-
Whole Earth Farm, Lot 24 Glen
Road, Ourimbah 2258. Telephone:
(043) 62 1660.

GRAFTON: Celia Smith, 29 Banksia
Street, Grafton 2460. Telephone:
(066) 44 5405.

LAKE MACQUARIE: Tony Dybell,
27 Martin Avenue, Floraville 2280.
Secretary Mrs J Pearey, PO Box 187,
Toronto 2283.

LISMORE: Norm MacKay, C/- Northern

7315. Telephone: John Gillett (004)
35 7384.

VICTORIA

VICTORIAN RESOURCE CENTRE:
366 Smith Street, Collingwood 3066.
Telephone: (03) 419 8700.

BENDIGO: PO Box 60, Eaglehawk,
3556.

ELTHAM: Robyn Frazer, PO Box 295,
Eltham 3095. Telephone: (03)
439 1452.

GLEN WAVERLEY: Rob Martin,. Tele-
phone (03) 88 3784 or Mick McKeon

using to
paste-up

Are these the responses to your work
on our subscriptions/membership drive?

D) ST e BT s e Rivers CAE, Lismore 2480.
"""" NEWCASTLE: C/- The Trades Hall, 6 Fellows St, Murrumbeena. Tele-
IN & (0 e SRS Gl - 5 s T Union Street, Newcastle 2300. Tele- phone (03) 56 3243. :
.......................... phone: (049) 2 5641. AT O RN S0 cofll s a0l
Add NOWRA: P Auld, PO Culburra, 2540. Pde, East Hawthorn 3123. Telephone:
RS 5. o to 100 e et o g Ay A L RICHMOND: C/- Melissa Kerr “Blen- (03) 828800 or Ray Radford. Is this your camera waiting ‘0‘1_
.......................... heim””. Sackville Road, Sackville. Telephone: (03) 819 4105. to take photos for thi ine? N
.......... POSteodE N Al N RYDE: Bill Reid, 18 Kodaka Street, LA;ESOBE Ug“\/tERSL'?::E”U“?”m??‘ iy ] v, Tar Tk IEgEEINO. Is this your hand making phone calls
North Rvde 2113. Teleph - (02 ource Lentre, Lal robe University . A
ilielephoneis amilmye g i e R b e 85;429.»/ i Slebhone 4(02) Union, Bundoora 3083. Telephone for Chain Reaction?

Cheques should be made payable
to Friends of the Earth. Contact us
for details of tax deductible contri-
butions.

Return to your nearest state group
(see list right).
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NORTHERN TERRITORY

DARWIN: PO Box 2120, Darwin 5794.
Telephone: (089) 81 3804.

QUEENSLAND

BRISBANE: PO Box 667, South
Brisbane, 4101. Telephone (07)
44 1766.

MANLY: PO Box 20, Manly 4179.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

ADELAIDE: 310 Angas Street, Ade-
laide 5000. Telephone (08) 223 6917.

PORT PIRIE: Ms Ali Fricker, C/- PO
Box 7, Port Pirie, 5540. Telephone:
Port Germein (086) 34 5269 or Bert
King, 143 Balmoral Road, Port Pirie
5540. Telephone: (086) 32 1173.

(03) 478 3122 ext 2456.

MITCHAM: Kevin Smith, 17 Belevra
Avenue, Vermont 3133. Telephone:
(03) 874 6049.

MONASH UNIVERSITY: CRAC,
Monash University Student Union,
Wellington Road, Clayton 3168.
Telephone: (03) 541 3141.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

PERTH: C/- Environment Centre, 537
Wellington Street, Perth 6000. Tele-
phone: (09) 321 5942,

NEDLANDS: 28 Everett Street, Ned-
lands 6009. Telephone: (09) 386 1522.

UNIVERSITY OF WA: C/- Guild of
Undergraduates, University of WA,
Nedlands 6009.

NEW ZEALAND

AUCKLAND: PO Box 39065, Auckland
West.

Is this the pen you've always longed to draw with?

To Chain

Is this your
hand just
itching
to write letters and
articles for
Chain Reaction?

Chain Reaction -

Work with us on Chain Reaction and find all the
things you’'ve been missing . . . show us the things
you've found. 4

Chain Reaction is being re-organised and (we trust)
improved. You can help. Mark Carter and Leigh
Holloway, the new Editors, look forward to any
contribution you can make to Chain Reaction.
They can be contacted at Friends of the Earth,
366 Smith Street, Collingwood, Victoria, 3066 —
telephone (03) 419 8700 most days of the week.
Yes. We also need people to act as reps for us outside

of Melbourne following up story leads, graphics . . .

Is this you going to talk
to people for
Chain Reaction?

KNock /
KNock/
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