




































KEY 
Existing Proposed 
COAL MINES 

1. Between Raymond Terrace­
Maitland-Cessnock and Toukley 
there are 36 coal mines. 

2. Between Singleton and Mu_swell• 
brook there are 15 coal mlnn. 

3. Saxonvale 
4. Mt. Thorley 
5. Warkworth 
6. Wambo and Wambo No. 1 
7. Buchanan Lemington 
8. Bloomfield 
9. Barix 

10. Hunter Valley No. 1 
11. Ravensworth No. 2 
12'. Swamp Creek 
13. Howick North 
14. Liddell State 
15. Mt. Arthur South 
16. F oybrook and Foybrook No. 1 
17. Bays water No. 2 
18. Mt. Arthur North 
19. Mt. Sugarloaf 
20. Muswellbrook No. 1 
21. Musweilbrook No. 2 
22. Liddell 
23. Energy Recycling Corp. P/L 
24. Ulan No. 1 

POWER STATIONS 
26. Eraring 
27. Munmorah 
28. Vales Point 
29. Wangi 

ALUMINIUM SMELTERS 
33. Kurri Kurri 
34. Kurri Kurri (expansion} 
35. Lochinvar 
36. Tomago 

DAMS 
37. Glenbawn 
38. Lowstock 
39. Chichester 
40, Liddell 
41. Grahamstown 

Reservoir 
42. Kerrabee 
43. Wybong Creek 

NOTE: Many of the new devetop 
are on a bigger scale than existihg 
installations. 
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Valley with Particular Reference to 
Aluminium Smelting". Water Resources 
Commission of NSW - "Preliminary 
Plan for Development of Water 
Resources in the Hunter River Basin". 

1..-

1
-,, Area of intensive existing coal 

\ ) mining activity with some 36 
\._; mines in area 1 and 15 mines 

in area 2 

• Proposed coal mines 

_JJ Limits to area set aside for 
.,_ I coal liquefaction 

O Power station sites 

_& Aluminium smelter sites 

,- Dam site 

Vineyards 



Our superb SAMAP "Naxos 
natural-stone flour mills will turn any 
grain into superfine, fine, medium or 
coarse 100 per cent wholemeal flour 

and crack wheat too for your 
healthful cakes, buns, scones, pies, 
::ponges, breads, desserts, invalid, pet 
& animal food. Also dried beans, 
peas, lentils, etc. for delicious soups 
& meat substitutes. 

Independent tests in Germany 
confirm a 20 per cent saving on the 
weekly food bill by including a 
reasonable amount of the healthy 
grains into your diet. 

*Naxos stone is the hardest & 
most suitable stone in the world 
according to French geologists, and 
has been mined in Greece since 
Roman times, just one reason why 
Swiss & other European naturopaths 
& dieticians prefer SAMAP. Remem­
ber, only natural stone gives you 
trace minerals (1.5 - 2.0 per cent) 
as a by-product! 

Send 2 stamps today to Nature & 
Health Products, 29 Melville Ave., 
Strathfield N.S.W. 2135 for our 
informativ~ & pictorial mill cata­
logue called "Home Flour Mills & 
the Milling of Flour" with Price 
List. Dealerships available now for 
these splendid mills. 

Included with our catalogue is an 
Australia-wide list of health food 
shops selling the SAMAP mills - or 
you may buy direct from us per Mail 
Order - your choice. Also included 
is a list of suppliers and farmers sell· 
ing Organically-grown and,0 bio-dy­
namically-grown grains, vegetables & 
fruits, hand juicers for grasses & 
vegetables, water distillers, hand juice 
presses, butter churns and separators. 
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At Inner City Cyles you will find 
a wide range of equipment for 
bicycle touring and light-weight 
camping. In fact, just about every­
thing you need to ensure that your 
touring is an enjoyable experience. 

Here is a small sample of some of 
the things to be found in our two 
shops in Glebe: D Tents, D Sleep­
ing Bags, D Sleeping mats, 
D Lightweight stoves, D Fuel and 
Cook gear, D Camping accessories, 
D Pannier bags, D Handle bar bags, 
D Small back packs, D Stuff sacs, 
D Racks, D Cycle Shoes, D Wool­
len riding clothes, D Rain capes 
and parkas, D Tools ( full range), 
D Safety helmets, D Spare bicycle 
parts and accessories D Our own 
range of Cycle Tour custom-built 
touring bicycles. 

INNER CITY CYCLES 
29 Glebe Pt Rd GLEBE 2037 

Telephone 02 660 6605 

We know government and big 
business are secretive but don't 
let working in there get you down. 
Pass information on to us so 
Chain Reaction can let the public 
know. 

Our address is Chain Reaction 
366 Smith Street, Collingwood 
3066 and our telephone number 
(03) 419 8700. 

BUILD YOUR OWN 
SOLAR HOT WATER 
SYSTEM, WIND 
GENERATOR AND 
ENERGY CYCLE 

Our complete plans have 
been tried and tested 

Soft Tech Wind Generator. 
20-30 watts, 6-12 volts. 
Made from readily 
available parts. $5.00 
each 
Solar Hot Water Plans: 
180 litre system, Simple 
economical construction. 
$5.00each 
Energy Cycle Pedal Power: 
Multi purpose that 
includes circular saw, 
sander, drill, steel grinder, 
food mincer, electricity 
generator. $5.00 each 
All three plans $14.00 
Forward stamped 
addressed envelope .to 
Alternatives, 37 Bangalla 
Street, T oowong. 406f?. 

Please include money 
order or cheque. 

Jlll!lillllllllll!illmDllllllll&mlll!IBlllllll!il&lllllll!IB 

Development 
minefield 
Continued from page 35. 

ENERGY BOOM FOR THE 
HUNTER 
It is no coincidence that the attack on 
national parks is associated with coal 
mining. The NSW government see their 
major chance for growth being in the 
development of the state's energy 
reserves black coal, to be exported 
directly, burnt for electric power, 
processed for liquid fuels. Most of the 
projects are planned for the Hunter 
Valley, north of Sydney. 

The mass of projects - open cut 
mines, aluminium smelters, power 
stations, dams to supply water to coal 
developments and expanded towns, a 
coal liquefaction plant are shown on 
the map (pages 36-37). Together, 
they will make the Hunter into an 
Australian "Ruhr Valley"; the town of 
Muswellbrook will be surrounded by 
heavy industry. 

Typically, the industrialization is 
propped up by state funding of infra­
structure, cheap electric power, secret 
agreements and staunch defence by 
politicians. Only recently, under sus­
tained public and media pressure, 
have some of the social and environ­
mental costs come to light. A brief 
inventory of the Hunter Valley pro­
posals makes some of the problems 
obvious. 

COAL MINES 
At least 21 new, mainly open-cut, 
coal mines are scheduled. They will 
be· larger in size and production than 
the Hunter's traditional coal industry. 

Planning of buffer zones near the 
towns is inadequate. Dust could be a 
severe problem. Coal seams often carry 
salty water, which may affect water 
quality for irrigation. One coal seam, 
the Greta seam, has a high sulphur 
content: sulphuric acid mine drainage 
is thus a particularly dangerous prob­
lem. The rapid expansion in coal will 
put pressure on road and rail tran­
sport systems in the Hunter. 

The unanswered question is: what 
about the needs of future generations? 
The Energy Authority of NSW has 
already stated that the state's coal 
reserves, under an exporential growth 
regime, could be in short supply in the 
not too distant future. 

COAL LIQUEFACTION 
Adding to the pressure on coal is 
interest in it as a source of liquid fuels. 

Coal liquefaction is a massive tech­
nological undertaking and voracious 
consumer of coal. Environmental im­
pacts are only starting to be explored. 
Toxic emissions could be a major prob­
lem. 

Ronald Mulock, NSW Minister for 
Mineral Resources and Development 

water, creating land use conflicts in 
the mainly rural Hunter Valley. If 
these prove insuperable, the plant may 
be sited at Newcastle and use sea 
water. 

Already the NSW government is 
funding a pilot plant. The spectre of 
nuclear power as an option for powering 
a full size plant is already looming, 
absurd though it sounds. 

ALUMINIUM SMELTING 
As discussed in an earlier Chain 
Reaction article (Vol 5 No 4, August­
September 1980), new aluminium 
smelters are underway in several parts 
of Australia. By the late l 980's, the 
Hunter Valley will have three smelters 
producing over half a million tonnes 
each year. The smelters are being built 
in Australia not only because of its 
cheap, available power, but becau~e 
pollution controls are less severe than m 
present host countries. 

Fluoride emissions are causing vine­
yard owners great concern. Their grapes 
are highly susceptible to fluoride 
damage, and althou~ the government 
claims that there will be an absolute 
reduction in fluoride emissions, critics 
feat that the dispersal patterns may 
mean increased local pollution. 

The hidden subsidy to the smelters 
has finally surfaced, and NSW 
approaches to the smelting companies 
to renegotiate the power contracts have 
been met with a refusal and a threat by 
the companies to pull out. 

POWER STATIONS 
More smelters mean more powyr 
stations. Electricity consumers, due to 
pay 17% more this year in power bills 
(a rise partly to fund extra power 
stations), are beginning to realise that 
they are paying part of the smelters' 
power bills - a conclusion confirmed 
by Newcastle University economist, Dr 
Howard Dick. 

Although environmental controls on 
power stations are more advanced than 
for other developments, dust and sul­
phur dioxide emissions are problems 
near population centres. As ever, good 
dispersal emissions depends on the right 
wind conditions. More serious, perhaps, 

is the effect of disposal of warm water 
from the stations. In Lake Munmorah 
(near Newcastle) much aquatic life has 
been destroyed by the temperature 
change. 

DAMS 
The steep increase in water needs for 
power gen_eration, coal convers~on, and 
coal washmg means at least nme new 
dams in the Hunter Valley. According 
to the Water Resources Commission's 
1979 plan for the Hunter River Basin, 
these dams will flood good farming 
land, woodland, st!eams, and the pro­
posed Goulburn River Nature Res~rve. 
They will also cost a lot - effectively 
more subsidies for industry. 

In November 1979 the Hon. R. 
Mulock Minister for Mineral Resources 
and D'evelopment told the official 
of the Hunter Valley No. 1 colliery: 

"Large parts of the Hunter Valley 
will have changed out of all recog­
nition by the end of the 1980's 
and it will be up to industry and the 
government, working together, to 
ensure that all of these changes are 
for the better; it will be up to us 
to see that the changes do not 
debase the quality of life of those 
who live in this area .... " 
And on 19 June 1980 Mr. Mulock 

told the Fourth National Conference of 
Australian Mining and Petroleum As­
sociation 

"The people of the Newcastle/ 
Hunter Region may be assured that 
there has been and will continue to 
be proper attention given to the 
environmental impact of all major 
projects approved ... No govern­
ment is going to allow such a large 
and beautiful part of the State to 
be despoiled physically or alienated 
politically." 
So far only separate environmental 

impact statements for each develop­
ment and internal, piecemeal, social 
needs surveys have been carried out. 
An overall study to assess cumulative 
impacts is desperately needed. It would 
allow for the foresight that is needed to 
plan to be developed. Ironically, the 
NSW Labor Government achieved 
power in 1976 by promising such an 
overall study for energy port develop­
ments proposed for Botany Bay. 

Pressure for such realistic assess­
ment is mounting, however. The 
publication of Who Asked Us? -
(reviewed in CR No. 21, October­
November 1980), a much more detailed 
critique than possible here, plus some 
proposed alternatives - is one such 
initiative. But the environment move­
ment must realise the severity of the 
test which is looming. The movement 
stands to lose some of the gains of the 
last hundred years. If it does not reso­
lutely meet the challenge, then it can­
not hope to fulfil the promise it has for. 
our often polluted and dispirited urban 
lives. 

Chain Reaction 3 9 



of people are rediscovering t e 
as a means of transport and 

recreation. And, they're finding 
new and adventure in their 
own country as a result. Let Free-

magazine aid your 
enjoyment of cycling and Australia 

keeping you informed on cycle 
bicycle trails, urban 

history, maintenance and 
info. Freewheeling 

presents its information in a clear 
form which doesn't go 

our back issues are always 
in demand. Subscribe at the special 

on the form below as some­
'We're a little hard to find in 

,-- --, 
I I name 

I 
I 
I 

I 
postcode I 

I 
I I enclose $6 for four issues starting 
J with the current one. I 
I 
I 

Send to: I 
Freewheeling Australia Publications, I 

5 7, Broadway 2007 , 

----- (CR)j 

Reaction 

More tonnes of sand from p 17. 
to 20% of Moreton Island and it is 
believed that the government is trying 
to cater for these interests without 
provoking further public opposition. 
A public opinion poll conducted in 
November 1980 found that 67% of 
people in the Brisbane region opposed 
any sandmining on Moreton Island, 
less than 20% were in favour inclu­
ding 6% who favoured limited mining 
as recommended by the public inquiry. 

The Government having been 
returned with a clear majority at the 
last State elections, and therefore 
having another three years before 
facing the voters again, may be pre­
pared to weather the storm of adverse 
opinion and give the go-ahead to mining. 

The Liberal Party has endorsed the 
findings of the public inquiry as their 
policy. Fortunately both the Labor 
and Democrat Parties have adopted 
policies more consistent with public 
feeling on the issue and are totally 
opposed to mining. 

However, the mmmg companies 
would still have to gain export 
approval from the Federal Govern-

Thredbo and include a convention 
centre, shopping complexes, restau­
rants and so on. 

Sewage in the resorts is a big 
problem. On a peak skiing day at 
Perisher, 2.5 million litres of sewage 
flow into Perisher Creek and down to 
Guthega Dam. The NPWS expresses 
concern also about the impact of 
sewage flowing into the Thredbo River, 
particularly that from Lend Lease's 
proposed expansion! 

In other waterbodies, it is a problem 
too. Albina Lake has been found to 
contain many thousands of times the 
reocmmended safety level of "organic 
matter". The source of the pollution is 
the Albina Hut, which is almost certain 
to go. 

ment before they can proceed. They 
almost certainly would have to pro­
duce an environmental impact study 
before any decision could be made 
and this could be expected to take 
at least six months. Moreton Bay 
was recently included on the Aus­
tralian Heritage Commission's Regis­
ter of the National Estate and this 
will add weight to the argument 
against the granting of export permits. 

The campaign to save Moreton 
Island is being spearheaded by the 
Moreton Island Protection Commit­
tee which was established in 1978 to 
lobby for a national park. Over the 
whole of the unsettled . part of the 
islana, the committee has drafted a 
management plan and is prepared to 
implement it to ensure that recrea­
ational damage is minimized. It also 
organises weekend trips to the island 
to allow members and visitors to see 
and enjoy the beauty of the island. 

The Moreton Island Island Protection 
Committee can be contacted at PO Box 
238, North Quay, 4000. Telephone (07) 
221 0188. Membership of the committee 
is $4. 00 and donations are always welcome. 

j Blue Lake, Kosciusko National Park 

Water pollution in the park has be­
come such a problem, that the Plan of 
Management is likely to include a vo­
luntary code for hikers and campers to 
camp a reasonable distance from water­
ways. Bodies representing such people, 
it should be noted, are ready to fully 
co-operate in this scheme. As one ranger 
readily agreed, there is no profit-motive 
involved. 

That is the difference between the 
reaction of those groups and the likely 
howls of protests and mountains of 
pressure which will come from the 
skiing organizations and resort entre­
preneurs when the State government 
prepares to consider proposals such as 
those as limiting accommodation to 
approximately 9,000 in the next Plan 
of Management. 

ltn 
Federal support against the State 
Government and twice Viner's Govern­
ment agreed to compromises which 
completely ignored the expressed wishes 
of the Community. 

After viewing Take OJ1er, I was left 
in no doubt about how little our govern­
ments care about people. 

It is not just a film for Land Rights 

Yungngora people of Noonkanbah Sta 
tion last year. 

Geoff Evans 

Takeover, directed by Judith and 
David MacDougall. Australian Institute 
of Aboriginal Studies, Canberra, 1980. 
16mm, colour, 90 minutes. Purchase 
$1,350, hire $63. supporters all Australians who care .111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111• 

how we are governed should see it. 
The reality of Aboriginal affairs is 
purely a matter for arrangements 
between governments, and the wishes 
of black people have no place in this. 

One note of caution. Be prepared to 
concentrate for the film is long (about 
90 minutes) and the audio quality is 
bad in parts. 

Ken Butler 
P'or more details write to AIAS, Post 

Ojjlce box 553, Canberra City, Australian 
Capital Territory, 2601. 

That is the message of Take Over, a 
film record of events at the Aurukun 
Aboriginal Community during March 
1978. This is the period when the 
Government of Queensland moved to 
take over the community from the 1--------------------1 
Uniting Church. 

As the movie tells the story, the 
State Government action was bitterly .IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII. 
resented by the Community and clearly 
expressed in the apparently endless 
series of community meetings with 
politicians and public servants. Yet the 1-----------------1 

State got its way in the end. 
The State Government is the obvious 

"baddie" in the movie, but the real 
villain of the piece is the Federal 
Government, represented by Ian Viner 
in meetings with the people at Aurukun. 
Its dealings with the Aurukun people 
represent the most shameless act of 
duplicity I have every encountered. 
Twice the Community were offered 

The two songs on the record The 
Noonkanbah Scabs and The Road to 
Noonkanbah are powerful and impor-, 
tant to Australian political cultur6.' 
The dramatically describe the events, 
and the aspirations and struggles of 
Aboriginal people facing the plunder 
of their land by profit-hungry 
corporations. 

R U Ready (the real singer prefers to 
remain anonymous saying 

"it is the .issue which 
is important, not 

the singer") was 
involved in the 

pickets and protests 
in support of the 

Energy in Australia, Politics and Eco­
nomics by Hugh Saddler. George Allen 
& Un win, Sydney, to be released in 
May I 98 I, 212 pages, $7 .95 (sof! cover). 

It's amazing the extent to which 
Australia's energy policy has been 
dominated, even to the present day, 
by an essentially colonial attitude. 
This is one of the strong impressions 
I was left with after reading Hugh 
Saddler's soon to be published book 
Energy in Australia. The book has 
a wealth of historical detail on the 
technology, economic structure and 
social relations of Australia's energy 
industry. And it is from this material 
that Saddler builds a highly convincing 
but deeply disturbing picture of our 
resources being sold out to foreign 
energy giants. 

The book however is not just a 
critique of past policy and practice. 
It develops a very useful framework 
for looking at our energy future, and 
a number of major action proposals 
are put forward. Saddler argues strongly 
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1980 REVIEW OF 
LIBERTARIAN POLITICS 
AND ALTERNATIVE 
LIFESTYLES 
56 pages of Book Reviews, Resources, 
and Articles on: 
Down to Earth 1976 and 1980, 
Rape Arrests on 1980 Anzac Day, 
The Resources Boom and lots 
more for $1.50. 

ON SALE NOW AT 
NEWSAGENTS 
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for a state run national oil company so 
that we can learn the facts about the 
industry; and so that the average citizen 
can obtain a share of the oil revenues. 
He also makes it clear that while energy 
cost will continue to rise, a programme 
of conservation and a shift to a 
renewable energy future will enable 
present and future generations to enjoy 
a reasonable standard of living. 

I was tantalised by a number of re­
ferences made to the aluminium and 
other high energy industries. Clearly 
Saddler is quite aware of the drawbacks 
of the 'energy boom' and yet there is a 
hint that he believes that, at least for 
a time, Australia's relative energy rich­
ness should lead to a more energy 
intensive economy. I would have liked 
his thinking on this to have been spelled 
out more clearly. 

Philip Sutton 

Some People Seem Scared of the 
Machines ... 
A Study of Technology and Work 
by Kim Windsor.Unemployed Workers 
Union, Northcote, Victoria, 56 pages, 
$4.50 (soft cover). 

Some people seem 
scared of the · 
machines~ .. 

Last year there was an Inquiry int_o 
Technological Change In Australia 
which resulted in four fat volumes 
of discussion papers, . weighty 
conclusions and little else. So much 
for public debate ... but if you ~till 
want to inform yourself about micro 
technology and the likely effects it's 
going to have on jobs then I suggest 
you get a COJ'Y of Some Peop'.e Seen: 
Scared of the'"Machines ... This publi­
cation is"a well written, well researched 
overview of the arguments, myths and 
machines in the 'technology debate'. 

The emphasis is on Australia. As well 
as a lucid explanation of the issues, 
the book contains interviews with 
workers whose jobs are threatened by 
the new technology; case studies of 

certain industries and companies, plus 
short profiles on new machines such as 
Point of Sale Terminals and Automatic 
Telling Machines which will soon be 
commonplace in Australia. 

Some People Seem Scared of the 
Machines . . . is also a very snappy 
looking publication (bright yellow 
cover!), full of pictures, cartoons, 
graphs, photo montages etc. which 
are designed to break up the text and 
generally enliven the reader's interest. 
This book is good value for all people 
who want to read about technological 
change without falling asleep and in 
particular to cliurch groups, unions, 
unemployed groups, students and of 
course all Space Invader players. I 

Jane Elliot 
Copies of this book are available from the 

UWU, 194 High Street, Northcote, Victoria, 
3070. 

The New Environmental Handbook I 
edited by Garrett De Bell. Friends of I 
the Earth, San Francisco, 1980. (Aust-

1 

ralian distributor: Second Back Row 
Press.) 353 pages, $7.50 (paperback). 

The New Environmental Handbook 
follows on where the last one left off 
10 years ago. Many of the themes of 
the first handbook (rarely distributed 
in Australia) are carried on here, though 
few of the authors remain the same. As 
biologist Garrett de Bell notes in the 
introduction, in 1970 it was easy to 
cover the environment movement 
because literature and public awareness 
were sparse. The result of the new 
awareness 10 years later is a broad~r 
book and an important book. It 1s 
highly readable and well laid out. with 
many quotable quotes from diverse 
environmentalists. 

I cannot but wonder, however, if 
Friends of the Earth have not fallen 
prey to the old Swiss proverb: "All men 
tend to become that which they 
oppose", for though this book contains 
the same length text as the first, it is 
much larger with large margins and 
weighs twice as much. To be fair, it is 
easier to read and is certainly worth 
the money. 

esting photographs and lots of drawings 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111• 

too and this helps you read each page Dying for a Living by Lloyd Tataryn. 
because you want to find out what the Deneau & Greenberg, Canada, 1980. 
illustrations are all about. In the preface 249 pages, $Cl2.95 (hard cover). 
Morag and Sue say that though they >---------------­
wrote the book for children about 
children, they think there will be lots 
of things in it that will surprise adults 
too. I never knew in the old days that 
girls were punished if they talked too 
much, or swore, by having to wear an 
iron face mask. I thought I wouldn't 
like to have been a child in those days, 
but then when I got to the part where 
there is a photograph of a lovely baby 
and he had a closed eye, and a cut and 
everything to his face, and it was done 
by his parents, I thought that people 
do awful things too in 1980. 

Sarah Hardy 
aged 11. 

The book covers issues from 
population, inflation, energy and trans­
port to environmental education, 
sensible diet, growing a herb garden, 
and how to bushwalk in an environ­
mentally acceptable manner. It has an 
interesting but short section on toxic 
substances. The chapter on the "new 
ecopornography", i.e. the use of adver­
tising by exploiters, has great relevance 
to Australia in view of the increasing 
amount of advertising by the mining .11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

industry. The Next Whole Earth Catalog edited 
This book amplifies on the first by by Stewart Band. Point/Random House, 

stressing that wilderness is still at the California, 1980, 608 pages, $15 .00. 
heart of the environment movement. (large format paperback). 
Indeed, where else can mankind look 1------::_::_ ________ _ 

at his society and its ills in perspective? 
It concerns me that though the book 
addresses the need for energy conser­
vation and also the problems of syn­
fuels, it does not, I feel, address the 
problems of a growth society well 
enough, or the need for a steady state 
economy. The book has emerged at 
an interesting time. The forword notes 
that there was no USA presidential 
candidate who showed an acceptable 
environment platform. One can but 
hope that Ronald Reagan will read this 
book and take the environment to 
heart. 

Haydn Washington. 

Children in Australia An Outline 
History by Sue Fabian and Morag Loh. 
Melbourne, 1980, 256 pages. Oxford 
University Press (soft cover edition, 
$12.95) and Hyland House (hard cover 
edition $17 .50). 

I have just read a book called 
Children in Australia by Morag Loh and 
Sue Fabian. It has lots of really inter-

Plenty of books ignore the great 
inequalities which sustain the industrial 
nations' wealth, and most avoid taking 
a close look at existing political systems. 
But these books don't claim to be 
helping us to understand "whole 
systems" a claim which this book 
makes for its first seventy pages. 

While the Catalog is packed with 
interesting information, the compilers' 
recommendations must be treated 
warily. For example Stewart Band 
endorses a volume by Milton and Rose 
Friedman in which conservative econo­
mics is used as a justification for 
increased inequality in countries across 
the world. It is difficult to imagine a 
more woolly-headed recommendation. 

Subjects covered range from flora 
and fauna, through soft technology and 
crafts, to learning and communications. 
The layout of the book is extremely 
attractive. 

Peter Browne. 

Dying for a Living is an easily read 
book featuring carefully researched and 
analysed documentation of the tragic 
human and social effects of industrial 
disease. 

The author, Lloyd Tataryn is an 
investigative journalist and documentary 
producer. Among his achievements is a 
documentary on mining operations at 
Yellowknife (gold), Thetford Mines 
(asbestos) and Elliot Lake ( uranium) in 
Canada. 

This book reports on the alarming 
incidence of occupation related diseases 
(mainly cancer) and the environmental 
pollution connected with these oper­
ations. The evidence he reveals is 
damning of the companies, government 
and other authorities. Clearly illustrated 
is their capacity and determination to 
deceive, evade responsibility and deny 
culpability for the results of their 
activities and to continue to cast 
workers in the role of guinea-pigs in the 
pursuit of progress, profits, power and I 
'economic growth'. 

1 
An optimistic appraisal of the · 

situation should allow the view that 
most occupation related diseases are 
preventable. So, one would think, the 
most effective, economically and 
socially desirable course would be to 

1eliminate the disease causing agents at 
their source. 

Regretfully, the companies, sup­
ported by sins of om1ss1on and 
comh1ission by government and other 
authorities are shown to spend their 
energies and money denying liability, 
frustrating investigation and instigating 
delay-causing inquiries. The same 
pattern of deceit, propaganda and 
government inertia is repeated wherever 
controversy arises around these issues. 

Tataryn has identified the callous 
unconcern toward human welfare and 
environmental values, symptomised by 
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Brown coal and the resources 
boom in Victoria. 

stations, 5 oil from coal 
- these are the plans the 

,u.u,,,"11 Government has for the 
Latrobe Valley brown coal. 
Environmental groups have 
collaborated on a detailed report 
on the catastrophic environmental, 
social and economic consequences 
of the Well illustrated and 

with information. 
by the Conservation 
Victoria with Friends 

{Collingwood) and the 
Action Centre $3.00 

available from CCV or Friends 
the Earth. 

The Humane Society believes that 
good looks and health need not cost 
the lives of millions of animals. If 
you would like to support the 
Society in its efforts to stop cruelty 
to animals including circuses, 
intensive farming, vivisection, etc. 
please contact us at: 

P.O. Box 38, 
Elsternwick. 3185. 
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the numerous premature deaths, illness 
and poisonous pollution, as one of the 
problems confronting society to which 
urgent solutions must be found. 

Some of these companies are 
involved in mining ventures in Australia. 
Every effort must be made to ensure 
that they do . not practice their irres­
ponsible and negligent attitudes in this 
country. Joan Shears. 

Earthworks, Ten Years on the Environ­
mental Front edited by Mary Lou Van 
Deventer. Friends of the Earth, San 
Francisco, 1980. (Australian distributor: 
Second Back Row Press.) 256 pages, 
$10.95 (paperback). 

Earthworks is a collection of the 
best of Not Man Apart over the last 
decade. (NMA is the newspaper of 
Friends of the Earth in the United 

· States of America.) 
The book is split into sections on 

campaigning, energy, wilderness, nuclear 
power, wildlife, at home in the world, 
growth and vistas. It contains articles 
by David Brower, Lester Brown, Garrett 
Hardin and Amory Lovins. It makes 
better use of space than The New 
Environmental Handbook, and contains 
cartoons, sketches and photos, but 
because of its nature, being a selection, 
it does not hang together as well as the 
Handbook, as the material is not of 
uniform quality or tone. Some parti­
cularly interesting articles are on the use 
of public relations, how to fascinate the 
press, energy, economics, and ecology, 
by H T Odum, and the arithmetic of 
growth. 

Earthworks brings out the problems 
of growth - it indicates the danger of 
exponential growth. Coal in the USA is 

likely to last only 40-70 years - a At Home with Alternative Energy: A alternative energy: should I use sun, 
similar span to our own. Comprehensive Guide to Creating Your wind, water, wood or methane? What 

Perhaps Earthworks is more of a Own Systems by Michael Hackleman, about a hybrid system? Should I build 
collector's item in Australia, but it Peace Press, Culver City, California, it myself? What problems will be 
illustrates well the profuse and rich 1980, (Australian distributor: Second encountered? What principles are 
flowering in environmental writing over Back Row Press), 146 pages, $10.95 involved in each system? Recommended 
the last ten years. It also contains the (paperback). reading that will avoid learning the hard 
best "Test your environmental I.Q." 1-----------------, way. 
that I have seen. 

Haydn Washington. 

A Time to Care, Tasmania's Endangered 
Wilderness, photos by Chris Bell, text 
by Norman Sanders. Chris Bell, Hobart, 
1980, pages, $25 (hard cover). 

If you did not get this for Christmas, 
as I hope many people did, rush out and 
get a copy of this wonderful book. For 
so many excellent photographs, very 
well printed, with a solid message on 
the need to protect this amazing area 
of Australia, a hard cover book at $25 
is good value, made possible by the 
photographer publishing it himself. 
It is the best book yet on Tasmania's 
wilderness - and there have been some 
very good efforts before it. 

Leigh Holloway 

1980 Review of Libertarian Politics and 
Alternative Lifestyles, edited and co­
ordinated by Jill Taylor and Bob James. 
Published by the editors, Lewisham 
(NSW), 1980, 52 pages, $1.50 (soft 
cover). 

The ReJJiew is a combination of 
articles, book reviews and general 
resource guides, all written from an 
anarchist perspective. As a resource 
guide this Review is excellent. Every 
article ends with a reading list, and 
there are many lists throughout the 
Review setting out publications, audio­
visual productions or simply the ob­
jectives of various groups. Finally there 
are 15 books reviewed, many of which 
are books about anarchists or anarchist 
theory. Jenny Hocking 

This book won't give you all the 
answers, but for one who is just 
beginning to think about using energy 
from the Sun, wind, water, wood or 
methane, it's a source of a lot of good 
ideas and maybe a bit of direction. 

We point out, it is not a "how to" 
book, filled with detailed plans for 
building alternative energy aparatus; 
rather it explains the principles for 
harnessing that energy and illustrates 
them with some basic designs. Its 
object is to acquaint the reader with 
enough information so that he can 
decide which systems will best satisfy 
his particular needs. A list of references 
is included for more detailed reading. 

An interesting feature of At Home is 
that it is not written in a dry, text book 
style but rather with humour that 
illustrates the principles involved. For 
instance, Hackleman points out the 
importance of trapping heat in utilizing 
solar energy by saying " ... that heat is 
slippery stuff, about as likely to stay 
around as a plateful of cookies in a 
room full of children". ,, 

As this book is written and published 
in North America, one word in the 
above sentence needs translating. Other 
aspects of the book need to be treated 
with caution as well, particularly in the 
wind energy section where costs for 
batteries, tower and other hardware are 
a bit low by Australian standards. Also 
we don't as yet have tax credits for 
wind energy installations as some states 
in the USA do. 

Even with these few, drawbacks, At 
Home is a useful tool to help one make 
the initial decisions about utilizing 

Herb Fenn. 

Dictionary of Environmental Terms by 
Alan Gilpin. University of Queensland 
Press, Brisbane, 1980, 191 pages, 
$8.95 (paperback) and $13.95 (cloth). 

Eds. 
Adopted for use by Chain Reaction. I 

Other books received: 
Environmental Education in Australia 
by Russell Linke. George Allen & Unwin 
Sydney, 1980, 230 pages, $14.95 
(hard cover). 

Uranium and Workers' Health, second 
of a series of booklets explaining the 
uranium policy of the Australian 
Council of Trade Unions, ACTU, 
Melbourne, 1981, 8 pages, free on 
request. 

The Nature of Mass Poverty by John 
Kenneth Galbraith. Penguin, Middle-
sex (England), 1979. 120 pages, $3.95 
(paperback). 

The Third World Tomorrow: A Report 
from the Battlefront in the War Against 
Poverty by Paul Harrison. Penguin, 
Middlesex (England), 1980. 379 pages, 
$7.95 (paperback). 

FOE Unk, Friends of the Earth Inter­
national, Brussel (Belgium), January 
1981. 4 pages, Free on request (broad­
sheet). 
The Dark Side of Paradise, Hawaii in a 
Nuclear World by Jim Albertini, Nelson 
Foster, Wally Inglis and Gil Roeder. 
Catholic Action of Hawaii/Peace 
Education Project, Honolulu, 1980, 
100 pages, $4.00 (soft cover). 

Class Structure in A ustra!ian Historl' 
edited by Bob Cornell and Terry Irvin"g'. 
Longman Chesire, Melbourne, 1980, 
378 pages, $11.95 (soft cover). 

Australian Imperialism in the Pacific, 
The Expansionist Era 1820-· J 920 by 
Roger Thompson. Melbourne University 
Press, Melbourne, 1980. $25.00 
(hard cover). 

Deciding about Western Australia's 
Energy Future by Peter Cook, Lousie 
Duxbury, Peter Kaldor, Greg Smith an 
and Dave Worth. Campaign Against 
Nuclear Energy, Perth, 1980. 22 pages, 
30c (booklet). 

Lead and Public Health in Melbourne, 
Collingwood City Council and Col­
lingwood Community Health Centre, 
February 1981. 13 pages (booklet). 
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This is the world development 
magazine which tells you how 
we in the Developed World rip 
off the Third World. 

And we tell you a lot more about why 
the underprivileged, worldwide, are 
underprivileged; how Third World 
governments, often knowingly, 
sometimes unwittingly, in collusion 
with the big powers of East and West, 
make life tough on their own people; 
how multinational corporations and 
their octopus interests exploit both 
Third and Developed World people, 
markets and governments; and how 
governments the world over keep 
people in the dark about what is really 
going on at home and abroad. 

In Australia, New Internationalist is 
sponsored by: 

• Asia Partnership for Human 
Development 

• Australian Catholic Relief 
• The Australian Council of 

Churches 
• Community Aid Abroad 
• The UN Association of Australia 
• Overseas Service Bureau 

Subscription: Only $15 for 12 monthly 
issues. 

Send your cheque or money order to: 

NEW INTERNATIONALIST 
PO Box 82 
Fitzroy 3065 
Victoria 
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FIIENDS OF THE EAITH 

New Roots For 
Agriculture by Wes 
Jackson Friends of the 
Earth, San Francisco 1980 
$6.50 

An astute examination 
of the problem of 
agriculture - the fact that 
it will not sustain the 
world forever, particularly 
while the fert;ility of the 
soil gradually declines. 
Looks at some positive, 
ecologically natural 
solutions. 

Fringedweller by 
Robert Bropho 
Alternative Publishing 
Co-operative Sydney 
1980 $9.95 

A description by 
the author of his life on 
the fringes of white 
communities, living 
under conditions of 
deprivation and 
humiliation. A moving 
and eye-opening book. 

Seeds Of The Earth Pat 
Mooney ICDA $5.00. 

An overview of world 
seed industry and the 
attempts by multinational 
petrochemical firms to 
control world seed sales 
using seed patenting schemes. 

Bicycle Helmets - MSR and Pro-tech. 
$29-$40 

We have a small range of helmets 
which are under the usual retail price. 
A bargain for safety-conscious cyclists. 

Canberra. and South~East Region 
Environment Centre 
PO Box1875 
Canberra City 
Australian Capital Territory 2601 
Kingsley Street, Acton 
(off Barry Drive) 
Telephone (062) 47 3064,48 0885 

Current objectives 
To provide a resource centre to the 
public in Canberra and the region. 
Resources include a library, a book­
shop, a growing movement resources 
information service and meeting space 
for many groups. We produce a maga­
zine, Bogong, which focuses on issues 
of regional environmental importance. 
Providing strategy development and 
action workshops. 
Past activities 
Environment Walk and Environment 
Fair, 26 October. The Walk was a cross 
between a walk-a-thon and an urban 
trail. Organising notes available. Energy 
and People Day, November 1979. 
Workshop discussion. Research on var­
ious topics is done in conjunction 
with other groups. 
Future plans 
Continue building movement resources 
work. Building strategy training net­
work. Continuation of Bogong. 
Help needed 
Subscriptions to Bogong, regular vol­
unteers to help with diverse tasks of 
Centre - research, library, group 
liaison, building, fund raising, public­
ity, layout and design. We are open to 
other ideas, too. 
Resources available 
Library on environmental issues, 
Bogong, journal of the Canberra and 
South East Region Environment Centre, 
bookshop including wide range of 
badges, stickers, posters, free literature, 
access to 38 member groups. 

Friends of the Earth (WA) 
c/- Environment Centre 
537 Wellington Street 
Perth 6000 
Telephone (09) 321 5942 

Current objectives 
Participation in the current Senate 

Standing Committee on National Re­
sources Inquiry into the bauxite 
alumina and aluminium industries, with 
broad media coverage. Disseminating 
information on many environmental 
issues on a local, national and inter­
national basis with present emphasis 
on energy, whaling, lead and third 
world problems. 
Methods 

Press conferences, press releases 
letters to editors, weekly meetings eacl{ 
Monday, personing stalls, producing 
leaflets and a monthly newsletter 
The Hobbit. ' 
Past activities 

Campaign Against Nuclear 
(Old) 
PO Box 238 
North Quay 
Brisbane 4000 
Telephone (07) 221 0188 

Current objectives 

Power 

Keeping up opposition to uranium 
mining, particularly at Mary Kathleen 
and Ben Lomond; educating people to 
the dangers of enrichment plants and 
power reactors planned for Qld; 
promotion of safe, environmentally 
sound energy sources; create awareness 
of the nuclear arms race and Australia's 
place in it. 
Methods 

CANP talks to schools and other 
groups, and often sponsors speaking 
tours and film showings. Use is made of 
local media to respond to issues as they 
arise. A wide circulation newsletter 
tries to keep abreast of the latest 
developments. 
Past activities 

Organised marches and displays 
against nuclear power and the mining 
and export of uranium. Sent whale 
displays and audiovisual sets to schools The Campaign has always emphasised 
and libraries. Had stalls at fairs such as the need to simply make people aware 
the Hyde Park Festival on the Australia of the issue. Public meetings and large 
Day weekend. Held film nights on a rallies were frequent at the time of the 
wide variety of issues. Ranger Enquiry, and later. CANP was 
F I affected by the march ban, and joined 

uture P ans the opposition to it. Members have been 
Walk/bike ride to Wilbinga, a pro- encouraged to be involved in every 

posed nuclear reactor site at Easter. activity of the Campaign. 
Hopefully with more 'person power' Future plans 
a shop will be opened later this year. 
FOE Research Foundation of Western The campaign for the declaration 
Australia is to be established to secure of Brisbane as a nuclear-free city and 
funds for particular research projects, opposition to the planned ura~1ium 
so that individuals can be employed on mine and enrichment plant near Towns­
reasonable incomes to produce research ville are to be emphasised this year. 
documents for publication. As well, our financial base will hope-
Help needed fully be strengthened by renewed 

activity, and we will try to increase 
Always more active members to help and diversify ways to reach people. 

at work meetings, share workload and 
help in the organisation of various Help needed 
activities. CANP welcomes everyone to par-
Resources available ticipate and learn new skills at all our 

Large files full of environmental 
information; free leaflets on whales, 
seals, nuclear power; slide audiovisuals 
on employment, solar energy, uranium 
mining, the Franklin River, waste and 
recycling; whale records and cassettes; 
a variety of Environmental Impact 
studies and Government reports. 

various activities. 
Resources available 

Information-style newsletter, infor­
mation files and library on nuclear 
issues, speakers, campaign material. 
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Dear Friends of the Earth 

Please find enclosed my membership fee 
of$ . ... . .. ($10.00 or what you can 

·• afford). 

Name .... .... . .....•.....•.. 

Address • ................•...• 

Postcode . . . . . . . • . . • • . . . ..• 

Telephone .........• •• . ••...•• 

Please find enclosed my gif member· 
ship tee of$ ..... ($10.00 or what you 
can afford). 

The gift membership subscription is for; 

Name . ............... ..•..•. 

Address .........•........ •. .• 

Postcode . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . 

Telephone . ......•.•...•.•.•.. 

Make cheques payable to Friends of 
the Earth. Return membership fee to 
State group listed above. Cont ct us for 
detail of tax deductible contributions. 

I would like to help in the following 
areas, 
Uranium 
Oceans 
Food Co-op 
Land Rights 

Alternative Energy Source 
Shop 

Office 
Publica ions 

I have the following skills/resources •. 

NB : Chain Reaction is supplied fre 
to Friends of the Earth members in 
States and territories (excep N 
For details s e page 48 
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WHO CARES 

HAZARDOUS CHEMICALS 

YOU 
CAN HELP 

MAKE A GIFT SUBSCRIPTION 
You may already be a member of 
Friends of the Earth, but why not make 
a gift membership subscription for some 
of your like minded friends? A larger 
membership makes for a stronger 
Friends of the Earth! 

By becoming a member or making a 
donation you help keep Friends of the 
Earth active f ighting campaigns, lobby· 
ing, researching, and producing new 
publications to communicate to the 
public. Contact us for information on 
tax deductibility of donations. 

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL 
TERRITORY 
CANBERRA: PO Box 1875, Canberra 
City 2601. Telephone: (062) 47 3064. 

NEW SOUTH WALES 
SYDNEY: PO Box A474, Sydney South 
2000. 101 Cleveland Street, Chippen· 
dale 2008. Telephone: (02) 698 4114. 

BE INVOLVED 
Join a local group near you, or come in 
one day a week and work in the office, 
the bookshop or on a campaign . 

CAMPAIGN IDEAS 
Become involved in a campaign of your 
own . This is how Friends of the Earth 
grows. We can help with resources. 

VICTORIA 
VICTORIAN RESOURCE CENTRE 
366 Smith Street, Collingwood 3066. 
Telephone: (03) 419 8700. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
PERTH : C/- Environment Centre, 
537 Wellington Street, Perth 6000. 
Telephone: (09) 321 5942. 321 2269. 

NORTHERN TERRITORY c t t p about your 
DARWIN : PO Box 2120, Darwin 5794. ontact your s a e grou 
Telephone: (089) 816222. closest local FOE group. 

QUEENSLAND 
BRISBANE: PO Box 667, South Bris· 
bane, 4101. Telephone: (07) 44 1766. 

SOUTH AUSTR;,LIA 
ADELAIDE: 310 Angas Street, Ade· 
laide 5000. Telephone: (08) 223 6917 . 

TASMANIA 
HOBART: C/- The Environment 
Centre, -102 Bathurst Street. Hobart 
7000. Telephone (002) 345566 

~.~!~Supplies 
Telephone (049) 23 999 

Items we carry are: 
• Household electric supply from solar and wind with 
batteries, inverters, 12 Volt I ights, electric fences etc. 
• Hot weather systems from solar and wood 
• Househeating systems from solar and wood including hot 
water radiators 
• Solar pool heating systems and pool covers 
• Large range of wood-fired cooking stoves, heating stoves and fire­
places 
• Hydraulic rams, windpumps and electric pumps for household water supply 
• "Cinva-Ram" Earth block presses and aoobe moulds 
• Composting toilets ["Eidet" and "Bioloo") 
• Organic gardening supplies and natural pest controls 
• Push mowers, battery mowers, compost tumblers 
• Flow and grain mills (hand operated or electric) plus hand operated mincers 
and juicers 
o Preserving outfits, bread tins, baby food grinders 
• Huge range of books or self sufficiency and natural living (Mail order book 
catalogue available for 5 x 22c. stamps) 

CYCLE TOURING 
PANNIERS 

Iberian Panniers. Th e largest in the 
range, these panniers have many special 

features including an extension on the 
main compartment in 4-oz. nylon 

( 155 g.s.m.) which comp lete ly closes 
w ith a drawcord for increased 

capacity and /or improved weather 
resistance. The flap is elasticated and 

fastens w ith straps and Simp loc buck les. 

For product brochu re write to: Cycle Dept .. Outdoo r Agenc ies Pty Ltd . PO Box 135, Beaconsfie ld , NSW 20 15. 
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Beauty Without Cruelty 
Cosmetics* 

Our cosmetics contain the finest nut, plant and fruit oils blended with flower 
essences. Regular use will help to maintain the health and beauty of your skin 
from youth to maturity. They are economical in use and should be applied 
sparingly. 

* Beauty Without Cruelty cosmetics are the cosmetics guaranteed to be free 
from animal ingredients and animal testing not only from formulation stage 
but also at the raw ingredient level. 

. ·, ... * Beauty Without Cruelty do not guarantee any other groducts. 

Available at your local health food store 

Enquiries: BEAUTY WITHOUT CRUEL TY (AUSTRALIA} PTY. LTD. 
55 GLEBE POINT ROAD, GLEBE, N.S.W. 2037 

TELEPHONE: (02) 692-0824 


