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World with ng 
radiation 
A number of letters have been received 
in response to this column from 
members of the medical profession 
working with X-rays, in particular from 
nursing sisters. Fears have been ex­
pressed that they may be exposed to 
unnecessarily high levels of radiation 
whilst operating the X-ray equipment. 

This is often the case when the 
equipment they are using is either old 
or faulty. There is no mandatory 
requirement on general practitioners 
to have their equipment regularly 
checked. Yet equipment which is in 
frequent use needs to be checked as 
often as once per month. There is also 
a generally low consciousness among 
general practitioners about the dangers 
of unnecessary and over-exposure to X­
radiation to themselves, their staff and 
their patients. A faulty X-ray machine 
can belt out up to fifty times more 
than the amount of radiation necessary 
to perform the task. 

If readers are concerned about their 
occupational exposure to radiation, 
there are a number of steps which can 
be taken: 
1. The Commonwealth Radiation Labo­
ratories will send people out to check 
and measure equipment. Cracks and 
leaks in the lead lining of the machinery 
cannot be seen with the naked eye. 

2. Walls of the room where X-ray 
equipment is used should be treated 
with barium to prevent penetrat10n 
through into other rooms. . 
3 . It is desirable that people operatmg 
the equipment be safely located_ behind 
a lead glass screen when takmg the 
X-ray. A further precaution is the 
wearing of a lead apron by female 
operators . 
4. Insist on good quality lead aprons for 
both the operators and the patients. 
5 . When X-raying babies and young 
children use specially designed moulded 
polystyrirte bags to keep the infants 
still . This will obviate the necessity for 
the parents or .the operator to hold 
them, thus exposing themselves to 
random X-radiation. 
6 . Make sure that the 'coning' device 
in the machine is working properly, 
and that the machine is equipped with a 
good light-beam diaphragm. Use the 
smallest possible field to prevent scatter 
and unnecessary radiation of other 
tissue. 

Moves have recently been underway 
to register radiographers , thus giving 
them professional status. These moves 
however have met with considerable 
opposition from the established 
radiology profession, fearful that its 
status may be undermined. This is an 
unfortunate state of affairs because 
registration would help considerably in 
tightening up of X-ray procedures, 
and in limiting the number of people 
able to use X-ray machines to those 
properly qualified to do so. 

Judy Wilks 

(with thanks to Dr Jo Kavanagh, 
Radiologist at the Royal Melbourne 
Hospital) 

The Rems column is a project of the 
Friends of the Harth/Doctors Reform · 
Society Radiation Working Group. This 
Chain Reaction series aims to give 
information on how radiation and X-rays 
affect our everyday lives and health. 
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rcl]cling 
theconhnen 
in the l890's 

Lots of people are rediscovering the 
bicycle as a means of transport and 
recreation. And, they 're finding 
new places and adventure in their 
own country as a result. Let Free­
wheeling magazine aid your 
enjoyment of cycling and Australia 
by keeping you informed on cycle 
touring, bicycle ' trails, urban 
planning, history, maintenance and 
camping info. Freewheeling 
presents its information in a clear 
concise form which doesn't go 
stale so our back issues are always 
in demand. Subscribe at the special 
price on the form below as some­
times we're a little hard to find in 
newsagents. ,--~---, 

I Mme I 

I, address 1

1 

postcode 

1

1 

I enclose S6 for four issues starting / 
with the current one. 

I Send to: I 
I Freewheeling Australia Publications, I 
I PO Box 57, Broadway 2007 
L _______ (CR)j 

Films 
The Life andTimes of Rosie the Riveter 
produced and directed by Connie Field. 
Distributed by Leclezio Films Sydney, 
33 Riley St, Woolloomooloo, 2011. 

On Sacred Ground, directed by Oliver 
Howes. Film Australia, PO Box 46 , 
Lindfield, NSW, 2070, 1980, 58 

"'-~__,....,..,.._ __ ~~~~~~ 1 =m=i=n~u~te=s2,_c_o_lo_u_r_.~~~~~~~~~~ 
From the film The Life and Times of On Sacred Ground is a film of optimism 
Rosie Riveter. and inspiration. We have already seen, 
During the Second World War, duty to over the last few years, a number of 
one's country and fighting men, plus the films which have portrayed the terrible 
hope of better wages, brought ~nill~ons Aboriginal history which followed white 
of American women temporanly mto settlement in Australia. They set the 
areas of American industry in which scene now On Sacred Ground marks 
they have seldom worked - such as Aboriginal successes where communities 
metal foundaries and shipyards. have been allowed to manage their own 

Women added the needed muscle affairs. 
power and extra hands to t?e Produced in the Kimberley, Western 
production for war and th~ mam- Australia the film is introduced by 
tainance of domestic product10n and Ribjna dreen - a young man who left 
then stepped aside to have babies when for twelve years to go to school and 
the men came home. college, returning to wo_rk o_n 

Footage from films produced by the community development m his 
propaganda section of the War Depart- homeland. His quiet enthusiasm is 
ment are used effectively to repro- infectious, and one can see that his 
duce the atmosphere and arguments of aim of training another couple of 
the period. The blunt chauvanism raises Aboriginal people, with his skills, will 
telling laughs in the picture theatre, eventuate. 
while the style is often reminiscent of This will not be at the cost of the 
the Hollywood movies of the period traditional ways of local culture and 
that we are still watching on television. beliefs. Discussi-0ns amongst the people, 

Unfortunately the makers of Rosie plans made for the future, and deali~gs 
the Riveter add little new material with the inevitable white bureaucracies, 
beyond five women . (thre~ black and always defer to the traditional ways of 
two white) who are interviewed about the elders. Yet this is not the conser­
their experiences. The result is an over- vatising influence that many of us per­
simplified thesis that women are not haps expect, but a source of inspiration 
given equal opportunity to co1;11p_ete f?r and conviction. The old ways and the 
the elite, skilled and better-paid Jobs m new can mesh. 
the community. Of course, there are the stories of 

Nevertheless the film is extremely Aboriginal people being rounded up and 
enjoyable and i~ worth seeing. It is clear shot or raped, exploitation and dese­
that women have not been able to cration - such matters cannot be 
change their situation very much in the avoided when stories of massacres are 
last 40 years. Stasia Zika common in every community in the 

Kimberley , some as 
century. 

But the tide has changed. All over 
the hundreds of square kilometers 
that make up the Kimberley are 
Aboriginal communities planning their 
own autonomous properties, mostly 
cattle stations. There, it is hoped, by 
Monty Gordon and others , that some of 
the young alienated Aboriginals from 
the towns will find employment and 
the security of the old tribal ways . 
Dingo Springs, a place of one thousa~d 
acres was one of the first properties 
retur~ed to Aboriginal people . As 
Bulla explained in the film, the Abori­
ginal workers originally there 'work_ed 
for white man, made money for white 
man but blackfella got nothing out of 
it'. 'Now this has changed. At Noon­
kanbah too the previous white manager 
for years 'employed old Aboriginal 
people and pensioners who never saw 
their pay, until the station was acquire~ 
for the Aboriginal people by the Abon­
ginal Land Fund Commission following 
the workers' walk-off in 1971 . 

On Sacred Ground is a good film for 
Aboriginal people and their supporters 
who are feeling dispirited and cynical. It 
is a film to rekindle the hope that the 
fight for land rights is still worth it, 
but it won't delude you that it will be 
easy. Two messages are clear - land 
rights is a meaningless phrase, unless 
accompanied by Aboriginal self­
determination, and that white involve­
ment is okay, but by invitation only! 

With more successes, as Bill Ryan 
from Hall's Creek says, 'people will 
walk differently, they'll walk proud' . 

See the film. Fiona Kyle 

Chain Reaction 3 5 





RAINFOREST ~._.,.--
frompl7. 

question of US involvement in the 
deforestation process, which has been 
quite heavy from the beginning, 
especially in SE Asia and Latin America. 
In the An'Jazon region, for example, 
the US government (especially the 
State Department, the co-producer of 
Global 2000) and US corporations were 
heavily involved in the mid-60s in 
instigating and planning the disastrous 
program·of corporate and multinational 
development of the Amazon. The loans 
for Amazonian highway development 
came from the Inter-American 
Development Bank and the World Bank, 
and in the latter case represented the 
largest grants ever made for highway 
construction in its history. Also 
important were major grants-in-aid 
from USAID for technical assistance, 
USAID loans under the Alliance for 
Progress, and direct US Army aid to the 
Brazilian Army Corps of Engineers 
engaged in building the highways which 
are the main factor in the destruction 
of the Amazon. USAID was also 
involved in mineral survey work. As well 
there are many US-based corporations 
involved iri the area, including some of 

the major landholders and forest 
destroyers. The plan to flood large areas 
of the Amazon Basin to provide 
hydropower, a plan which will destroy 
huge areas of forest, was thought up by 
the Hudson Institute. Much of the 
material being produced on the beef 
cattle ranches, for which so much of the 
forest is being destroyed, is destined for 
markets in the USA. More generally 
there is the overall US suppQrt .for the 
kind of government, social system, and 
development model which makes what 
is happening in the Amazon possible. 
US involvement in other major centres 
of rainforest destruction such as the 
Philippines and Indonesia is no less 
clear, as is its overall responsibility for 
the development model. Yet no hint of 
these unpleasant facts, important 
though they are for formulating plans 
of action, reaches the reader of Global 
2000. While these social structures and 
conditions of support for them continue, 
even in mitigated form, there is little 
hope for the tropical rainforests or the 
people who depend on them. 

AUSTRALIA TOO HAS ITS AREAS 
of rainforest, both tropical rainforest, 
found in Queensland, and subtropical, 
extending well down into NSW. While 
these are not as rich as some tropical 
rainforests north of Australia, many 
areas are scientifically important and 

especially valuable in the Australian 
context, where much rainforest has 
already been eliminated. Australia, 
as the only developed country with 
tropical rainforest, may at first glance 
seem to be protected from the sorts 
of pressures which threaten to make 
the richness of the world's most 
complex ecosystem largely a memory 
in most places by the turn of the 
century. But in fact the sorts of social 
forces threatening Australian rainforest 
are fundamentally not so very different 
from those destroying it elsewhere -
namely, its subjection to considerations 
of private gain and corporate advantage, 
together with the compliance of 
governments and the relevant 
government agencies (the various state 
forest services) which, like their 
counterparts in the underdeveloped 
world, almost invariably place 
commitments to the private interest 
consideration of the forest industries 
before the public interest considerations 
involved in conserving the forests. If the 
rainforests are to survive, in Australia or 
elsewhere, these forces will have to be 
understood and resisted. 

This is a condensed version of a longer 
paper on the world's rainforests. It is 
available by writing to Chain Reaction's 
Melbourne office, enclosing $1 to 
cover costs. 

WANT TO STUDY 
THE ENVIRONMENT? 

\tu am still 
cbl.ain lxlck 
a::pies ot rrm 
editions of 
~ 

Tasmania offers special opportunities 
in this field. 

Enrolments are still open 
for Third Term 1981 for post-grad~ate 

degrees leading to 
MASTER OF ENVIRONMENT AL 

STUDIES AND DOCTOR 
OF PHILOSOPHY. 

for information write to Dr R. Jones, 
Centre for Environmental Studies, 

University of Tasmania, GPO Box 252C, 
Hobart 7001 

Tasmania 
the environment state 
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Winter 1981, No 24 -Alcoa: clearing the Jarr3h and 
buying Portland, lead victory, shrinking Environment 
Department and Activists Contacts supplement. $1.50. 
Summer 1980-81, No 22- The Great Barrier Reef, 
food for people ... or cars, Cliff Dolan interview, and 
Trees you won't see next year. $1.50 
October-November 1980, No 21 - South West 
Tasmania, How we can now stop uranium mining, The 
Federal Government and the elections, seeds patenting, 
Redcliff. $1 .20 
August-September 1980 Vol 5 No 4 - Dirt Cheap, 
new Australian film, Aluminium, Tasmanian Aborigines. 
$1.20 
Nineteen back copies of Chain Reaction - all those 
publishedfrom Autumn 1976 (except Vol 2 No 3, of 
which we will supply a reprint of the major stories, and 
No 23) are available as a set for $27. Add another 
$2 to include this edition (No 26) . 
A II post free. 
Send orders to: Chain Reaction, Room 14 Floor 4, 37 
Swanston Street, Mel;:.bo:.:u::r.:..;n.::.e!..,;, 3:..:0:..:0:..:0:..:.. _______ "T'"__, 

The Fund for Animals Ltd 
PO Box 371 
Manly 
New South Wales 2095 
Telephone (02) 977 1912, 
977 1557 
Telex AA72577 

Current objectives 
To see the proper implementation 

and enforcement of endangered species 
legislation in Australia , covering both 
trade and habitat protection. To ensure 
proper management of living resources 
in the Southern Ocean; to stop any 
proposed mineral development on the 
Antarctic continent or surrounding 
waters. Lobbying for the establishment 
of marine sanctuaries around Australia 
and general coastal protection. 
Financial support of small projects 
overseas and within Australia;and under­
taking a low key mineral energy 
resource use study. 
Methods 

We rely heavily on our supporters 
(now approximately 9 000) for 
lobbying, publicity and fund raising. 
Use is made 0f the media extensively 
by placing advertisements on specific 
issues. Paid researchers and campaigners 
provide the stinging end of the 
operation, while newsletter circulation, 
press releases, publications, sale of 
merchandise and attendance at 
important conferences, are carried out. 
Past activities 

The Fund has been operating as an 
office for only four months. 
Future plans 

To increase the number of our 
supporters several times and thereby our 
effectiveness. 
Help needed 

As with any organisation we need 
more volunteers! 
Resources available 

There is a full-time staffed office in 
Sydney with typing, photocopying, 
telex and library facilities, including a 
wide range of merchandise for sale. 
Extensive files on endangered species , 
Antarctica and energy. FFA publishes 
newsletters for supporters and technical 
bulletins. 

Oakleigh District Environment 
Group 
Flat 1/7 Monash Street 
South Oakleigh, Victoria, 3167 
Telephone (03) 579 4302 
568 7243 

Current objectives 
These are to participate in the up· 

grading of the Oakleigh environment. 
Currently we are working towards 
having Oakleigh declared a Nuclear 
Free Zone. We also have contact with 
other environmental groups and support 
their campaigns where possible. 
Methods 

Our methods are primarily concerned 
with local newspapers, newsletters and 
community groups. Through these we 
create awareness of our projects and 
gain support from local politicians. 
Past activities 

We are a relatively new group, having 
formed only in January l 981 . Our past 
activities have been concerned with edu­
cating our community through street, 
stalls and newsletters. Through these we 
have commenced our Nuclear Free Zone 
campaign. We have conducted a survey 
of Oakleigh citizens and found over­
whelming support for our aims . 
Future aims 

In the future we will be involved 
with developing bicycle paths in Oak­
leigh and developing the area's parks 
We are also open to suggestions from 
new members about areas they would 
like to see improved. 

, Help needed 
Any form of support is appreciate4," 

however, people willing to spend more 
time on activities such as producing our 

' newsletter and participating in street 
I stalls are most needed. 

Campaign Against Nuclear Energy 
310 An gas Street 
Adelaide, 5000 
Telephone (08) 223 6917 

Current objectives 
Our overall objective is to stop 

uranium mining and processing in South 
Australia particularly by creating an 
awareness of the hazards associated with 
the nuclear industry and its tragic 
economic consequences, by taking 
active opposition to its development, 
and by promoting the use of alternative 
forms of energy. 
Methods 

A whole range of activities - films, 
displays, public meetings, the 
production and sale of stickers, badges 
and magazines , membership and news­
letter, action groups working with trade 
unions, media, Aboriginal groups , 
research and direct action, women 
against nuclear energy, nuclear free 
Pacific struggles, office collective, 
pamphletting round particular issues, 
liaising with other groups e.g. Coali­
tion for a Nuclear Free Australia. 
Future plans 

Public education of the economic 
arguments pushed to override any 
health considerations , highlighting 
uranium mines at Roxby Downs and 
leach processing at Honeymoon (a 
process banned in the US); 'Boycott 
BP' Campaign because of involve­
ment in Rox by Downs; the push for 
adequate environmental legislation in 
South Australia; development of Co­
alition for a Nuclear Free Pacific; 
encouragement of Nuclear Free Zones 
campaigns by local groups; opposition to 
AMDEL Laboratories in Adelaide at 
Thebarton and Frewville. 
Help appreciated 

Research and distribution of infor­
mation on uranium mining projects in 
South Australia. 
Resources available 

Film contacts, literature, contacts, 
speakers. 
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I FRIENDS OF THE EARTH National 
I MEMBERSHIP 
I FORM 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Dear Friends of the Earth 

Please find enclosed my member-
ship fee of$ ... ...... ... . (as per 
rates below). 

Name ... .. . 

Address . .... 

Postcode ... 

Telephone .. 

Please find enclosed my gift mem-
bership fee of$ . ... .... ...... . 

The gift membership subscription is 
for: 

Name .................... . 

Address. 

Postcode . 

Telephone. 

Membership fees: New South Wales 
and Victoria $15 (or $7 .50 students, 
unemployed and pensioners). Other 
states and territories $10 or what 
you can afford. 

Chain Reaction is sent free to all 
members of Friends of the Earth. 

Make cheques payable to Friends of 
the Earth and post to the group 
nearest you - see list at right. 

Donations are very welcome. 

Contact us for details on how to 
make tax deductible donations to 
FOE. 

L _ ____ _ 

40 Chain Reaction 

Friends of the Earth groups from 
around Australia will meet 20 to 24 
January 1982, at Camp Eureka outside 
Yarra Junction, 70 kilometres east of 
Melbourne. · 

An organising group from FOE Victoria 
is meeting regularly to plan the meeting. 
Agenda items and details from each 
group on nurn bers attending should be 
sent immediately to the organising 
group. An agenda will be circulated to 
all groups before the meeting. FOE 
rnern bers in Melbourne are being asked 
to help with transport and assistance in 
the kitchen. The org~nising group can 
be contacted either through Friends ot 
the 'Earth Collingwood, 366 Smith 
Street, Collingwood 3066; telephone 
(03) 419 8700 or the Chain Reaction 
Melbourne office Room 14 , Floor 4 
37 Swanston Street , Melbourne 3000; 
(03) 63 5995 . 

See you in January! 

Yorke Peninsula 
We are a small group - no more than a 
dozen active members - in a very 
conservative country area. However, we 
consider our activities and political 
involvement in local affairs to be fairly 

vital. Spencer Gulf is one of the prime 
targets of the .Tonkin gove.rnment for 

Australian Capital Territory 
Canberra : 17 De Burgh Street, Lyneham, 
2602.Phone(062) 478868. 

Northern Territory 
Darwin: PO Box 2120, Darwin, 5794. Phone 
(089) 81 6222. 

Queensland 
Brisban11: PO Box 667, South Brisbane, 4101. 
Phone (07) 44 1616 

South Australia 
Adelaide: 310 An gas Street, Adelaide, 5000 . 
Phone (07) 223 6917. 
Port Pirie: PO Box 7, Port Pirie, 5540. Phone 
(086) 34 5269. 
Northern Yorke Peninsula: C/- 'Valinor' , 
734 Moonta Mines, Moonta, 5558. 

Tasmania 
Hobart: 102 Bathurst Street, Hobart, 7000. 
Phone (002) 34 5566. 
Burnie: PO Box 350, Ulverstone, 7315. 

Victoria 

FOE GROUPS 
nuclear development, as well as already 
being the site of some of the major 
polluting industries in South Australia. 
The Gulf itself is already so polluted 
with heavy metals that the situation 
is critical, and its role as the prime 
cray spawning area in the state makes 
the situation even more desperate. 

In order to be more effective in 
the struggle, we have corn bined with 
Port Pirie FOE, Whyalla Campaign 
Against Nuclear Energy , and Augusta 
Alternative Energy Discussion under 
the title of Gulf Alliance, and meet 
quarterly under this guise to discuss 
overall strategies, and combined 
actions. 

Our on-going campaigns are: 

• Port Pirie Uranium Enrichment Plant 
Feasibility Study. We are in the process 
of getting together various submissions 
on this issue, but basically see it as the 
back-end of the problem . . 
• As part of our above commitment, 
we are actively promoting the concept 
of 'direct-action', and .the need for 
environmental groups to be trained 
in the tenets of non-violent civil 
disobedience . 

Jules Davison 

Glen Waverley: cl- 1092 Whitehorse Road, 
Box Hill, 3128. Phone (03) 88 1610. · 
La Trobe University: Environment Resource 
Centre, La Trobe University Students' Union, 
Bundoora, 3083. Phone (03) 478 3122 ext. 
2456. 
Monash University: Community Research 
Action Centre, Monash University Union, 
Clayton, 3168. Phone (03) 541 0811 ext. 
3141. 
Oakleigh: 1 /7 Monash Street, South Oakleigh, 
3167 . Phone (03) 579 4302. 

Western Australia 
Perth: Office - 537 Wellington Street, Perth, 
6000. Phone (09) 321 5942, 321 2269. Shop 
- 373 Oxford Street, Mount Hawthorn, 
6016. Phone (09) 444 6017. 
Manjimup: PO Box 132, Manjimup, 6258. 
Phone (097) 72 1344. 
University of Western Australia: Guild of 
Undergraduates, University of WA, Nedlands, 
6009. 

New South Wales 
I 
I 
I 

Victorian Resource Centr!l: 366 Smith Street NSW Resource Centre: 101 Cl.eveland Street 
Collingwood, 3066 . Phone (03) 419 8700. ' Chippendale, 2008 Phone (02) 698 4114'. 
Eltham: PO Box 295, Eltham, 3095. Phone Blue Mountains: 94 Waratah Street, 

I .(03) 435 9160. ' Katoomba, 2780. 
Ryde: 18 Kokoda Street, North Ryde, 2113. 

I Please note - several contacts are home ad- Phone (02) 88 2429. 
dresses and telephone numbers. Chain Randwick: 84 Dalmeny Avenue, Rosebery, 
Reaq_tipn_ offices are I isted ~>n pafle _1. 2018. · J..__ ________ ____, _________ ___, 

~u~@c:ienc:ySupplies 
Telephone (049) 23 999 

Items we carry are: 
• Household electric supply from solar and wind with 
batteries, inverters, 12 Volt lights, electric fences etc. 
• Hot water systems from solar and wood 
• Househeating systems from solar and wood including hot 
water radiators 
• Solar pool heating systems and pool covers 
• Large range of wood-fired cooking stoves, heating stoves and fire­
places 
• Hydraulic rams, windpumps and electric pumps for household water supply 
• Dalrac Earth block presses c1.nd adobe moulds. 
•Composting toilets 
•Organic gardening supplies and natural pest controls 
•Push mowers, battery mowers, compost tumblers 
• Flour and grain mills (hand operated or electric) plus hand operated mincers 
and juicers 
•Preserving outfits, bread tins, baby food grinders 
•Huge range of books on self sufficiency and natural living (Mail order book 
catalogue available for 5 x 24e stamps) 

CYCLE TOURING 
PANNIERS 

Iberian Panniers. The largest in the 
range, these panniers have many special 

features includi ng an extension on the 
main compartment in 4-oz . nylon 

( 155 g.s .m.) which comp letely closes 
with a drawcord for increased 

capacity and/or improved weather 
resistance. The flap is elasticated and 

fastens with straps and Simploc buck les. 

..., .. 



We need you! 
If you have any time for Chain 
React ion take out a subscrip­
tion. For yourself .. . for a 
friend . It is essential. Sub­
;cribers receive the magazine 
In the best way possible ... 
t:lelivered to their door. It's 
cheaper than the newstand 
~rice and all your money 
comes directly to us, to 
spend improving our cover­
iige of issues. 

Subscribe. It's the best 
hing you can do . 

-

I'm 
yours 

Please fi nd enclosed O $5* 
as my subscription for 4 issues, 

0 $5 each for gift subscriptions 
to th e people on th e enclosed I ist 

0 $ . . .. donation for Chain Reaction ' 
Please send me O details on making 

tax-deductable donations O . . . . . 
Ch ai n React ion leaflets to pass on to fr iends. 

*$5 individuals, $7 .50 non-profit groups & 
educational institutions, $20 commercial organi­

zations. Overseas seamail rates as above, airmail 
double. My name a:nd address are enclosed . Return t o 

Ch ain Reaction Room 14, Floor 4, 37 Swanston Street, 
Melbourne. 3000. 

Chain Reaction 




