








































Discover 
Australia 

with 

Lots of people are rediscovering the 
bicycle as a means of transport and 
recreation. And, they're finding 
new places and adventure in their 
own country as a result. Let Free­
wheeling magazine aid your 
enjoyment of cycling and Australia 
by keeping you informed on cycle 
touring, bicycle trails, urban 
planning, history, maintenance and 
cam ping info. Freewheeling 
presents its information in a clear 
concise form which doesn't go 
stale so our back issues are always 
in demand. Subscribe at the special 
price on the form below as some­
times we're a little hard to find in 
newsagents. ,--.~---, 

Imme J 

I, address ', 

postcode 

1

1 

I enclose $6 for four issues starting I 
with the current one. 

I Send to: I 
I Freewheeling Australia Publications, I 
I PO Box 57, Broadway 2007 
L _ ___ _ ___ (CR)j 

3 8 Chain Reaction 

Shops! 
> 

Chain Reaction is available for 
sale in bookshops, newsagencies, 
health food stores and com­
munity centres. 

Can you encourage one of 
these places to send us an 
order for copies? 

Telephone Chain Reaction 
on Melbourne (03) 63 5995 
or Sydney (02) 698 4114. 

SUBSCRIBERS 
Write to Robyn Carter, Chain 
Reaction Room 14, Floor 4, 
37 Swanston St, Melbourne, 
Vic 3000. 

FOE MEMBERS 
Please write advising your 
local FOE group. See list on 
page 2. 

Tell us! 

of papers invited after the conference, 
redeems this book in any way. Here at 
last we find helpful data, information 
and analysis. Articles by John Blatt and 
Brian Martin are to be recommended 
whilst Barry Jones provides a useful 
critique of the Myers Report. 

Unfortunately the book ends weakly 
with an article which encourages the 
individual to adapt to unemployment 
by adopting alternative lifestyles. 

This misses the vital point that the 
unemployed live poorly and simply not 
because of conservation consciousness 
but because of the social, economic and 
political inequality that created the 
unemployment and poverty in the first 
place. Rather than burdening the indi­
vidual with personal responsibility what 
is needed is concerted and imaginative 
community effort. Bill Robbins 

Paper Heroes - A Review of Appropriate 
Technology by Witold Rybczynski. 
Prism Press, Dorchester, 1980, $8.95. 

Do you believe that every saying of E F 
Schumacher is a pearl of wisdom, 
that intermediate scale technologies 
always perform efficiently and economi­
cally, and that the introduction of 
'appropriate technology' is the best way 
to promote social reform in the Third 
World? If so, then Paper Heroes will give 
you cause for reconsideration. 
Rybczynski critically analyses the 
concepts, applications, performance and 
ideology of 'appropriate technology' , 
deflating quite a few pretensions along 
the way. His strictures are a useful 
warning to those who occasionally or 
routinely fall prey to the mystical view 
of technology as either good or bad 
solely because of its scale or labour­
intensiveness. 

But for those who understand that 
technology is shaped by political and 
economic imperatives and that techno­
logical change is only one part of wider 
social struggles, Paper Heroes is largely 
a waste of time. Worse than that, 
Rybczynski subscribes to a one­
directional view of 'modernisation', 
which he secs as an inevitable and pro­
gressive process toward modern 
industrial-style economics, which is 
being opposed by those who promote a 
romantic view of simple, labour­
intensive technology. 

There is little or no mention of 
nuclear power, automobilisatiqn, 
planned obsolescence, workers' control, 
militarisation, or the systematic exploi­
tation and distortion of Third World 

peoples through neocolonialism. This is 
a pity. A critique of 'appropriate 
technology' would be most valuable, 
but something much deeper than Paper 
Heroes is required. Brian Martin 

Field of Thunder - The Maralinga Story 
by Judy Wilks. Friends of the Earth 
(Collingwood), Victoria, 1981, 52 pages, 
$2.00 (soft cover). 

This small book tells us, mostly through 
personal testimoriies , something of what 
happened to Aboriginals and service 
personnel during nuclear weapons tests 
at Maralinga in South Australia which 
were carried out during 1956 to 1957 . 

The authorities' callous disregard , 
and culpable neglect of people, is 
revealed in the stories of those present 
at Maralinga as had been revealed earlier 
for the nuclear tests carried out in the 
Nevada Desert in the USA. 

We are sadly reminded of the personal 
tragedies which lie behind the statistical 
records of the growing cancer mortality 
from radiation exposure resulting from 
nuclear power or nuclear weapons. As 
the author points out, behind the 
refusal of the authonties to admit most 
radiation victims' claims for com­
pensation is the realisation of what it 
would ultimately cost the entire nuclear 
industry . 

Les Dalton 

The Man They Called a Monster, 
Sexual experiences between men and 
boys by Paul Wilson. Cassell, North 
Ryde, 1981, 150 pages , s; 7 .9 5 (soft 
cover). 

This is more than a book about one 
extraordinary man or the hysteria of 
the police and mass media. It should be 
read by parents, young people, and 
anyone who cares about social ll,nd 
sexual relationships. Paul Wilson ex­
amines Clarence Osborne's life and 
encounters with some 2500 boys 
and adolescents in Brisbane, which 
Osborne recorded in amazing detail. 
That mass of information, together 
with further study, allows Wilson to 
make observations of a more general 
nature. 

The book shows the ignorance and 
curiosity of boys about their sexuality, 
it reveals their delight in the fun of 
sex and the sensitive and respectful 
relltionships they sought and gained . 

Despite mass media and police 
expectations (hopes?) no evidence has 
come forward of 'damage' to the 
many boys. Quite the contrary is the 
claim of some of those boys who came 
to talk with Wilson after Osborne took 
his life - within hours of the police 
interviewing him . 

The boys explored their sensua~ty 
and developed confidence, useful skills 
for later life \what ever sexual preferences 
they were to choose and c~lebra~e. 

The topic of sexual relat10nships 
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among boys and with ad~lts is still 
taboo in our community. Wilson makes 
an interesting contribution to opening 
up the subject for calm consideration. 

Leigh Holloway 

Confronting the Nuclear Age: Australian 
Responses complied by John Hinchcliff. 
Pacific Peacemaker, Bondi Junction , 
1982, 119 pages , $4 (soft cover). 

Compiled on the eve of. the Padfic 
Peacemaker's departure , this book 1s a 
tes1 amen t of Australians drawn from 
many fields. Amongst contributors are 
Cliff Dolan. Helen Caldicott,. Manning 
Clark . Ruth ~oleman and John Hinch­
,! i ffc. Tno::ir essays reflect their own 
k,.i : .,g. but all are filled with concern -
sometimes tender, sometimes fierce -
for the world's peaceful future. 

As an activist it is sometimes easy to 
find oneself thinking books such as 
these are unnecessary given the plethora 
of such material recently . But the fact 
is that we must continue to hear the 
voices of as many people as we can 
praising peace and rejecting war. This 
book is part of a world-wide chain of 
solidarity and co-operation, a chain of 
opposition on which we all depend. 

Owen Pearson 

Other books worth mention: 

Your Very Good Health, Recipes for 
healthy eating by Rose Elliot. Fontana, 
Britain, 1981, 207 pages, $5.95 (soft 
cover). 

Rainforest, collection of articles from 
Habitat. Australian Conservation 
Foundatiov, Victoria, I 981, $4.50 
(includes postage, soft cover) . 

The Macquarie Dictionary. Macquarie 
Library, New South Wales, 1981, 
$29.95 (hard cover) . 

Back 
• copies: 

Twenty-one back copies of Chain 
Reaction - all those published from 
Autumn 1976 (except Vol 2 No 3, of 
which we will supply a reprint of the 
major stories) are available as a set for 
$30. Add another $2 to include this 
edition (No 27). All post free. 

Chain Reaction 
'! :. ; ,:food~ 

.. 

Summer 1981·82, No 26 - Rainforest : 
Cape York close-up and worldwide over­
view, East Gippsland supplement : forests 
or woodchips, endangered animals. $2.00 
Spring 1981, No 25 - Food Politics 
Primer supplement, Harry Butler : up the 
creek, what a change in government 
would mean for Victoria ' s environment, 
the vitamin pill push. $1 .50. 
Winter 1981, No 24 - Alcoa : clearing 
the Jarrah and buying Portland, lead 
victory, shrinking Environment Depart­
ment and Activists Contacts supplement. 
$1.50. 
Summer 1980-81, No 21 - South West 
Tasmania, how we can now s-top uranium 
mining, the federal government and the 
elections, seeds patenting, Redcliff. $1.50. 

--------------~ 

Send orders to : Chain Reaction Room 14, 
Floor 4, 37 Swanston St, Melbourne 3000. 
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ACTION 
GUIDE 

World bike 
ride 
On 6 March 1982 a group of some 40 
cycli sts will leave Parliament House 
Canberra to begin the first leg of the 
World Bike Ride for Peace, Disarma­
ment and a Nuclear-Free Future. The 
ini t ial 6000 km leg will take the riders 
to Darwin . From there they will sail to 
Japan and then travel to Europe via the 
Trans-Siberian railway. 

The concept of this ride evolved out 
of the Ride Against Uranium protests 
which carried hundreds of riders from 
all over Australia to Canberra . The most 
successful of these rides arrived in 
Canberra in winte r 1981 and estab lished 
the Atom-Free Embassy on the lawns 
opposite Parliament House. The 
protestors remained for 94 days and 
nights , during which the idea of the 
World Bike Ride was initiated. 

The purpose of the world ride is 
to carry and spread the strong anti­
nuclear sentiment of the many 
Australians wh·o are deeply opposed to 
the mining and export of uranium. This 
message_ will be .taken overseas to add 
further weight to the massive protests 
aga inst nuclear power and weaponry 
which took place in Europe in 198 1. 
To achieve this purpose the riders wi ll 
show films, art ex hibitions, slides and 
renewable energy displays enroute. 
They will also visit nu !ear faciliti es and 
uranium minefields as well as make 
representa tions to communities, 
councils and governments requesting a 
total shut down of all aspects of the 
naclear industry . 

The tim etable for the Australian 
leg of the journey includes a number of 
important stopovers. The first of these 
is the Australian Atomic Energy Com­
mission's research establishment at 
Lucas Heights , some 30 km south­
west of Sydney. The plan is for a 
contingent of people from Wollongong 
and Sutherland to join the WBR 
members for a guided tour around the 
perimeter fe nce of the facility. 

The second important stopover will 
be at Yeppoon on the coast near Rock­
hampton where the Queensland govern­
ment is hoping to build a uranium 
enrichment plant. Next comes the 
Minatome uranium mine prospect west 
of Townsville which was the subject of 
press reports when radioactive pollution 
seeped into nearby Keelbottom Creek 
an important water supp ly. The~ 
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follows a stopover at Mary Kathleen -
Australia's oldest operating uranium 
mine. Finally a visit will be paid to the 
Kakadu World Heritage Mining Park , 
otherwise known as the Northern 
Territory Uranium Province. 

A support vehicle for the journey has 
been provided, but at least two more 
cars or a truck are needed. The riders 
have planned to average 60 km a day, 
which is by no means difficult, and will 
allow both for slow rid ers and for public 
activities along the way . It is expected 
tha t halls for acco mmodation will be 
avai lable in many communi ties, and the 
riders also look forward to a good many 
nights around the campfire. 

Efforts are being made to contact 
people and communities along the route 
to facilitate arrangements for food and 
accommodation, and to enable the links 
bet ween the riders and Australian 
community to be as broad as possible. 
Please contact the Sydney planning 
group if you can in any way assist the 
passage of the WBR through your 
territory. Details of the t imetable may 
be obtained from · the contact groups 
below . 

The overseas leg of the journey 
begins · with a visit to the Bataan 
Peninsular in the Philippines, where a 
reactor is being built on the side of an 
active volcano. From there WBR will 
sai l to J apan and travel through 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki to Tokyo 
where the riders intend to hold 
discussions with the Japanese 
government. 

After cross ing the Sea of Japan to 
the coast of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, the riders will catch 
the Trans-Siberian rai lway to Moscow, 
and then onto Helsinki . The itinera ry 
for Europe has been left flexible to 
a llo w co-ordination with the large 
European anti-nuclear movement 
act ivities. 

Any assis tance, either material or 
financial, will help make this effort 
a success. Please join with the WBR in 
any way you feel you can. 

TIMETABLE 

6 March World Bikeride leaves Parlia­
ment House, Canberra. 7 March 
Goulburn . 8 March Moss Vale. 9 March 
Wollongong. 10 March Sydney. 11 March 
Lucas Heights. 12 March Sydney . 
15 March Parramatta. 16 March 
Brooklyn. 17 March Gosford . 18 March 
Lake Macquarie . 19-21 March New­
castle. 24 March Taree. 25 March 
Port .Macquarie . 26 March Kempsey. 
27 March Scotts Head. 28 March 
Bundagen. 29 March Coffs Harbour/ 
Nana Glen . 30 March Grafton. 1 April 
Lismore . 4 April Murwillum bah. 6-10 
April Brisbane. 12 April Gympie . 
16 April Bundaberg. 22 April Rock­
hampton. 23 April Yeppoon. 30 April 
Mackay . 3 May Bowen. 9 May Towns­
ville . 12 May Ben Lomond . 28 May 
Mary Kathleen. 31 May Mt Isa. 15 June 
Tennant Creek. 29 June Katherine. 
6 July Darwin . 

Paul Marshall 

Contaus: IOI Cler•danJ Sr, Chipp('11c/a/,., 
Sycl11c_1·. NSW 2008. Tel (02) 698 4 11 4. 
366 Smith Sr, Colli11g1mocl, Melhounw, 
I 'ic 3066. Tel : (03) 4 19 8 700. / I Westgarth 
St. O 'Connor, Canberra, ACT 2601. Tel : 
(062) 486 3 72. 

ACTION GUIDE CHANGES 

Chain Reaction's Action Guide page is 
now in a new sty le, with a full page on 
the actions of a group. This should give 
eno ugh space for a more interesting 
portrait of work thao ea rlier summaries. 
If your group would like to present an 
Action Guide piece please contact us. 

Editors 
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WANT TO STUDY 
THE ENVIRONMENT? 

Tasmania offers special opportunities 
in this field. 

The University of Tasmania offers 
a two-year postgraduate degree 

by course work for 

MASTER OF ENVIRONMENT AL 

STUDIES AND DOCTOR 

OF PHILOSOPHY. 

for information write to Dr R. Jones, 
Centre for Environmental Studies, 

University of Tasmania, GPO Box 252C, 
Hobart 7001 

Tasmania 
the environment state 

., 

WALKING 
HOU DAYS 

WORLDWIDE 
QualitY, expertly led, small 
group walking holidays to 
the world's greatest 
mountain ranges. 
Nepal, New Zealand, the 
Andes, Kenya, Tibet, 
Kashmir, Papua New Guinea, 
Alaska, Thailand. 

Graded to suit all levels of fitness. For free 
48 page colour catalogue contact us soon: 
AUSTRALIAN HIMALAYAN EXPEDITIONS 
3rd Floor, 28-34 O'Connell Street SYDNEY 
N.S.W. 2000 
Phone (02) 233 7033 (Mon-Fri) L1c. e.9so 



GLOBAL FISSION 
1HE BA'.I'ILE 

OVER NUCLEAR POWER 

JIM FALK 

AvGJilable from: 

Friends of the Earth Bookshops 
101 Cleveland St 
Chippendale 
New South Wales 2008 
Tel: (02) 698 4114 

366 Smith St 
Col I ingwood 
Victoria 3066 
Tel: (03) 419 8700 

373 Oxford St 
Mount Hawthorn 
Western Australia 6016 
Tel: (09) 444 6017 

The first comprehensive history 
of the nuclear debate in the 
international arena. 
It discusses the political economy 
of the nuclear industry; the 
nature of the opposition 
movement; and the strategy of 
the contestants in the debate. 
In doing this it explains why 
* the hazards of nuclear power have 

triggered debates polarizing nations. 
* nuclear projects costing billions of 

dollars have been completed then 
mothballed. 

* governments have fallen under the 
opposition to their nuclear 
programmes or been forced to 
hold a referendum. 

* communities, political parties, 
governments, immense corporations 
have become locked into a bitter 
struggle. 

A OXFORD .,,. 1• 
n AUSTRALIA pu ica ion 

*$14.95 paperback 

*.$29.95 boards 

* Recommended retail price i 




