














































incubate? 
The treatment of the surrogate 

mother issue highlights a number of 
shortcomings in this 'guide to moral 
questions'. There is no attention paid to 
the feminist critique which voices 
opposition to the increasing degree to 
which control of reproductive processes 
is being taken over by a patriarchal 
medical profession. There is also no 
attempt to locate the development of 
IVT and ET within the context of 
scientific 'progress' and to analyse its 
development and possible future 
impacts in the way other critics have 
attempted to come to grips with the 
consequences of 'high' techµology. 

The spectre of another industrial 
revolution, the industrialization of 
birth, haunts us. If IVT techniques are 
used in conjunction with the now 
rapidly developing genetic engineering 
techniques, the most serious moral 
question we should be addressing is: 
Can our humanity survive? 

Luisa Macmillan 

Pills that don't work by Sidney M Wolfe, 
Christopher M Coley, and the Health 
Research Group. Public Citizens Health 
Research Group, 1981, 221 pages, 
$USA6.95 (soft cover). 

such as colds and allergies, heart pain, 
circulatory disorders, digestive symp­
toms, and locally applied medicaments. 
The pert.inent physiological disturbances 
and the pharmacological effects of 
therapeutic substances are briefly dis­
cussed. Advice is offered . 9n simple 
home remedies and warnings given of 
more serious complications necessitating 
medical advice. A glossary of relevant 
technical terms brings the book within 
the ready comprehension of the non­
professional reader. 

The Health Research Group have 
made a very worthy contribution to 
consumer protection and the book 
deserves pride of place in every family 
medicine chest. 

Brian Learoyd 

High Voltage Politics : the SEC and 
the battle for power by Stephanie 
Bunbury and Jenny Macklin. Labor 
Resource Centre/Friends of the Earth, 
1982, 48 pages, $1.00 (paperback). 

Billions of dollars are spent annually in 
the USA and other First World countries 
on extortionately expensive, ineffective, 
and sometimes toxic medicines marketed ----oe::..:,...::.::i..__:~ 
by prestigious pharmaceutical· companies. 
This book is an authoritative _directory of 
over 600 such preparations. Each is 
listed alphabetically under its brand 
name with details of its presentation 
and active ingredients. There follows a 
succinct discussion of the nature of the 
medicine, its intended action and the 
reasons why it is ineffective. Alternative 
presentations of identical drugs are 
noted in a separate cross-reference 
index. 

The criteria for inclusion of a drug is 
simply that the pharmaceuticals in 
question have been rated as 'ineffective' 
by either the National Research Council 
of the National Academy of Sciences or 
by the Federal Drug Administration. 
Although the authors are responsible for 
the information provided under each 
entry the listing requires no judgement 
to be made by them which makes the 
book highly credible because of its 
complete o_bjectivity. 

There is, in addition, an excellent 
introductory section on various groups 
of drugs used to treat common illness 
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The State Electricity Commission is 
Victoria's largest public institution. 
It is also in a mess. High Vo ltage Politics 
is a snappy little comic book explaining 
why, and what we should do about it. 

The political comic book is now a 
flourishing species. This is one of the 
best done in Australia - clean and clear 
generally, and a good size Uust right for 
the back pocket of SEC overalls). It is 
not a story strip a la Marvel Comics, but 
handwritten text with witty drawings 
to lighten the reading. This style guaran­
tees the booklet a wide readership -
essential if the fledgling coalition 
between SEC workers, community 
groups, and environmentalists is to 
grow. 

The election of the ALP state govern­
ment committed to take serious action 
on the SECY provides an unusual op­
portunity for this coalition to start to 
redirect a major public body to the 
interest of all Victorians. 

High Voltage Politics is an essential 
tool in this process. Read it. 

Don Siemon 

Farmland or Wasteland - a time to 
choose by R Neil Sampson. Rodale Press, 
Emmaus, Pennsylvania, 422 pages, 
$USA16.95 (hard cover). 

Saving soils, unlike saving forests 
or appealing furred-and-feathered 
creatures, doesn't lend itself to writing 
letters to the paper, wearing badges, or 
demonstrating in the streets. Yet 
history clearly demonstrates the risk of 
ignoring the relationships of people to 
tp.e land and of the land to the people. 
The neglect of the land has often been 
the major factor in the fall of empires, 
as testified by the once fertile Nile, 
Tigres, and Euphrates valleys. 

Australia, like the USA, has only 
about 5% of its population living on 
farms. Few votes are likely to be gained 
from spending money on erosion con­
trol, and the farmers can get far more 
economic return from other invest-
ments. The average age of farmers is 
around 5 0 and provided the land can see 
them out, why should they give a care! 
In any case, 'Australia has plenty of 
land and we can always knock over 
another bit of bush'! 

In the first half of the book, Sampson 
clearly describes the magnitude and ur­
gency of the USA problem. Urban, 
industrial, and mining pressures are 
removing both water and lana from 
agriculture at an increasing rate. That 
which is left is being cropped more 
frequently and intensively than ever 
before. Erosion rates now exceed those 
during the 1930s when the Great 
Plains turned into the 'Great Dust 
Bowl' . But the impact of the problem is 
presently concealed, largely through in­
creased fertilizer use and better crop 
varieties. Change the place names and 
some statistics and you would have an 
excellent description of the Australian 
situation. 

The second half of the book is 
largely concerned with elucidating 
soil conservation techniques, a new land 
ethic, and the need for public and 
federal support for soil conservation 
programmes. Again, much is applicable 
to Australia . 

The book is both interesting and easy 
to read, although the journalistic maga­
zine style of writing may not appeal to 
everyone. It also has plenty of figures 
and tables to emphasize the major 
points. 

Ian Sargeant 

Electromagnetism and Life by 
Robert O Becker and Andrew A Marino. 
The State University of New York Press, 
Albany, NY USA. 1982, 211 pages, 
$USA10.95 (soft cover). 

This book deals with the history and 
possible medical consequences of the 
pollution of our environment by electro­
magnetic radiation. The book is necess­
arily a mixture of physics, bio­
chemistry, and medicine, but it is 
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for a beautiful cup of tea 
for justice in world tea trade 
to support tea workers struggle for 

basic human rights 

JOIN 
THE WORLD DEVELOPMENT 

TEA CO-OPERATIVE 

262 Pitt St., SYDNEY. 267 9188 
PO Box A 559, Sydney South 2000 

I O I would like to join the World Development Teo Co-operative and apply for I __ shores at $5.00 each. 

I O I would like you to send me __ pockets of World Development Tea at 
$1.30 each plus postage (250 gram hand mode basket poc ks) 

J O I would like you to send me __ pockets of Co-cp Tea No. 2 at $1.00 
I each plus postage (hand mode basket pocks) 

I O I would like you to send me __ boxes of tea bags (100 2-3 cup tea 
J bags to the box) at $1.90 each plus postage. 

I O I would like you to send me further Information about the Co-op. 

I Enclosed is my cheque (money order) for $ __ . 

I NAME _________________ _ 

I ADDRESS _______________ _ 
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I Postcode I 
L _ ________________ J 

WANT TO STUDY 
THE ENVIRONMENT? 

Tasmania offers special opportunities 
in this field. 

The University of Tasmania offers a 
two-year postgraduate degree for 
Master of Environmental Studies 
by course-work or research, and 

Doctor of Philosophy by research. 

for information write to Dr R. Jones, 
Centre for Environmental Studies, 

University of Tasmania, GPO Box 252C, 
Hobart 7001 

Tasmania 
the environment state 
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HAVE 
A 
SAY. 

., 

Chain Reaction may come out more 
often. The Friends of the Earth 
Australia meeting, in January this 
year, asked the editors to :prepare a 
special report on changes m the 
format and frequency of the 
magazine. After much financial 
research and discussion among the 
CR collective a report and 
recommendation was put for 
increasing the frequency from four 
to six editions per year, in the 
existing format. 

If you would like a say YES or 
NO to more frequent Chain 
Reactions please post this VOTE 
coupon to the Friends of the Earth 
group nearest you TODAY .. (Se~ . 
address list on page 2 of this edition.) 

The FOE groups are to vote on 
this matter by 30 June. 

VOTE 
Chain Reaction should move to 
being published six times a year, 
rather than stay at four editions. 

D YES D NO (Tick one box) 

(Postcode) _ _ ___ Tel: ( __ ) -----

Hurry! D Tick this box, if 
available to help 
with CR mail-out 
working bees. 

Chain Reaction 37 



' I 

FIGHT PVR LEGISLATION! 
We specialise in selling non-hybrid seeds. Our range 
includes many unusual or endangered species and 
those suited to a Permaculture system; eg. open­
pollinated sweet corn, carob,amaranth, American 
ginseng, jojoba , lablab bean etc.The catalogue/magazine 
lists about 400 tree, hero &vegetable varieties and also 
contains information on 1982 Year of the Tree Perma­
culture, seed growing/collecting/saving and PVR' legislation. 
--------------------

I' I 
' • Please send me __ copies of Pheonix Seed Catalogue@ 
I' : $3.00 a copy (includes postage). Enclosed is cheque/money 
I order for 

I $ I --- NAME -----------
! ADDRESS ______________ _ 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

L 
; Send this coupon to PHOENIX SEEDS, PO Box 9, Stanley, 1

1 , Tasmania. 7331. 

l'.....!--------·---------J 

t· ~ ' q:C19 ' • ' 

·-PLAY 
TOGETHER 
NOT 

I AGAINST ' 

. EACH 
' OTHER 

GAMES OF COOPERATION 
FOR FAMILY, SCHOOLS 
AND GROUPS 
For catalogue send 
30 cent stamp to 
Al Rozefsky 
cl- Post Office, 
Merton 3715 
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Chain Reaction guarantees anonymity and the 
utmost discretion to those in the Public Service and 
industry wishing to pass on information in the 
public interest. Our address is Chain Reaction 
Room 14, Floor 4, 37 Swanston St, Melbour~e 
Vic 3000 and our telephone (03) 63 5995. ' 

THE CAMPAIGN TO STOP 

PLANT 
AND SEED 

PATENTS 
NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT 

URGENTLY 

SEND DONATIONS TO: 
National Fighting Fund 

c/- Mark Cole 
Free Access to Seeds Committee 
First Floor, 183 Gertrude Street, 

Fitzroy 3065 

written in a style which will be in­
telligible to the lay reader who possesses 
some knowledge of basic school physics. 

The crux of the authors' argument is 
that our society is now exposed to a 
very wide range of electric and magnetic 
fie lds from power transmission systems, 
electrical equipment, and industrial 
operations. (Radioactivity and high 
energy-ionising radiation is not the sub­
ject of their study.) They argue that 
relevant authorities in the USA have not 
adequately examined the possible 
hazards of environmental electromag­
netic fields and have set maximum 
limits far too high (10 000 microwatts 
per square centimetre) compared with 
limits of 1-10 microwatts per square 
centimetre which have been set in the 
USSR. 

The authors' case is supported by a 
very large number of references to scien­
tific studies (very often carried out in 
the USSR) and by a good deal of data 
from their own experiments. 

How valid is the authors' concern? 
One message does stand out loud and 
clear when this book is read . There is 
at least a very strong need for extensive 
research in this area. When large num­
bers of the public are likely to be 
affected by a phenomenon, it behoves 
public health authorities to exercise 
particular vigilance when evidence 
of possible hazards starts to emerge. 

Terry Quickenden 

Energy by David Crossley, Barbara 
Eite and Lowana Cummin. Water 
by David Cr.ossley, Barbara Eite and 
John van Loon. Transport by David 
Crossley, Barbara Eite and Irena Sibley. 
All Greenhouse Publications Pty Ltd, 
Collingwood, Victoria, 1981 , 32 pages, 
$3.95 (soft cover). 
These are the first three in a series of 
six books dealing with problems 
Western lifestyles have created for the 
resources of the earth. 

They pose questions for children, 
suggesting that the consequences of 
their actions now could cause problems 
in their future - the pollution of air 
and water, the depletion of resources 
like coal and oil. Colourfully illustrated 
and clearly presented, each book offers 
concrete ways in which the reader can 
help save the clean water, conserve 
energy and use transport rationally. 

Energy, a fairly complicated concept 
for middle- and upper-primary age 
children, deals with the problems as­
sociated with coal, oil and gas. The 
reasons why they are becoming more 
expensive, creating tensions between 
the poor and rich, and the dangers to 
health and countryside caused by their 
use and misuse. It covers briefly the 
energy sources from nature - sunlight, 
wind and moving water - arguing that 
time is still need'ed to work out suitable 
ways of using these to replace tra­
ditional energy sources. The book pro­
vides a method to allow children to de­
termine how much electricity each 

Transport 

appliance uses: a very appealing ac­
tivity. Many ways of saving energy in 
the home and day-to-day living are 
discussed, leaving the children wHh 
three further questions to answer 
themselves. 

The other two books follow a similar 
format, each providing an experiment 
to be done by the reader and three 
questions dealing with changing life­
styles to be answered. I hope the last 
three in the series will continue the high 
standard as I am impressed by the 
authors' ability to tie so many con­
servationist ideas within each book. 
Well worth reading and thinking about 
- for both adults and children. 

Sue Beale 

Human Scale by Kirkpatrick Sale. 
Secker & Warburg, London, 1980, 558 
pages, £5 .95 (soft cover) . 

Kirkpatrick Sale, like Alvin Toffler 
(Future Shock), apparently believes that 
an argument is c0nvincing in proportion 
to the number of examples given to 
support it. In following this dictum he 
does us a disservice, for the issue he 
addresses desperately needs canvassing 
and he writes well, clearly, and engag­
ingly. 

Small is Beautiful succeeded in draw­
ing attention to the inawropriateness 
of the large. Smallness has advantages 
ranging across technical versatility and 
accessibility to the minimising of social 
and personal dependencies generated by 
large scale. Small mechanisms are within 
the reach of people, many people, not 
just elites ... which is why elites don't 
like them. 

Sale expands the subtle work of 
Schumacher and Kohr (Schumacher's 
Austrian friend and predecessor) and 
presses it systematically into every cor­
ner of human undertaking. He begins 
by discussing the concept of size, em­
phasising appropriateness, ie the 'right' 
size for a particular purpose, rather than 

KIRKPATRICK SALE 
simply preferring small. He shows how 
nature transforms structure as dimen­
sions expand or how growth terminates 
altogether once appropriate dimensions 
are reached. But, in ranging over some 
twenty areas where problems of scale 
arise, he forgets that his audience is 
likely to be both intelligent and percep­
tive, and hence able to make the exten­
sions themselves. 

A good book, worth buying co­
operatively or borrowing from a library. 

Frank Fisher 

Other books worth mention: 
Women and Work by Kaye Hargraves. 
Penguin Books, Australia, 1982, 402 
pages, $6.95 (soft cover). 
Aboriginal Australians - Black responses 
to white dominance 1788 - 1980 by 
Richard Broome. George Allen and 
Unwin, Sydney, 1982, 227 pages, 
$8.95 (soft cover), $16.95 (hard cover). 
The Spiral Path - A gay contribution 
to human survival by David Fernbach. 
Gay Men's Press, London and Alyson 
Publications, Boston, 1981, 236 pages, 
£UK3.75 (soft cover). 
An Occupational Health and Safety 
Policy for Labour by John Mathews. 
Victorian Fabian Society Pamphlet 36, 
$1. 00 ( soft cover) . 
Massacres to Mining - The colonisation 
of Aboriginal Australia by Jan Roberts. 
Dove Communications, Blackburn, Vic­
toria, 1981, 198 pages, $12.95 (soft 
cover). 
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ACTION 
GUIDE 

Wol~ 
Workers' 
Research 
Centre 
PO Box 84 
Thirroul 
New South Wales 2515 
Telephone (042) 67 3810 

The centre is an independent and auton­
omous organisation working within 
the labour movement on the south coast 
of New South Wales. It aims to assist 
workers to investigate their own firm, 
the locality in which they live and work, 
and the particular economic, political 
and social problems that working 
people face in the Illawarra region. 

It sets out to assist trade unions, 
shop floor committees, and disadvan­
taged groups to develop programmes 

· and strategies around which to mobilise 
in defence of the living standards, jobs, 
and rights of their members. It aims to 
assist activists within the labour move­
ment to better understand the nature 
of the current crisis. They are then 
better able to formulate demands around 
which to organise. 

More specifically, the Wollongong 
Workers' Research Centre (WRC) is 
most concerned to provide information 
and research skills for ongoing on-the­
j ob campaigns and struggles. The WRC 
aims to involve officials, delegates and 
rank-and-file workers in the research 
process itself. It aims to assist job 
activists to take research results back 
to the shop floor in the form of pam­
phlets, booklets, slide and video show­
ings, meetings, discussion groups, or any 
other means. 

The centre works with organisations 
with similar aims. In particular it hopes 
to foster close working relations with 
the Newcastle Trade Union Research 
Centre, the Hunter Social Research 
Co-operative, the Sydney Trans­
National Co-op, research departments of 
trade unions, workers' and women's 
health centres, and Aboriginal, migrant, 
and women's resource and research 
centres. While seeking close and cordial 
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relations with international, national, 
and state organisations with similar 
interests, the centre retains its auton­
omy. 

The Workers' Research Centre seeks 
affiliation from trade unions and other 
organisations, particularly on the south 
coast. Only organisations which support 
the aims of the WRC are able to affiliate, 

· and then subject to the approval of the 
WRC committee. Branches of political 
parties are welcome to affiliate, al­
though research cannot be undertaken 
for them. Trade unions and other 
organisations wi$hing to involve the 
WRC in a project are normally ex­
pected to affiliate to the organisation. 
Where appropriate, studies and investi­
gations undertaken by the Wollongong 
WRC are made available to the com­
munity. The WRC attempts to use local 
mass media. The WRC committee 
reserves the right to decline requests 
for assistance. Affiliated organisations 
and individual subscribers receive 
all publications and notices. 

Power in the WRC resides with 
the general meeting of subscribers and 
representatives from affiliated organisa­
tions and unions. General meetings are 
held at the end of each report/investiga­
tion or as the committee sees fit. Annual 
general meetings are held at the begin­
ning of each year. At these, officers and 
committee are elected. Only subscribers 
and representatives from affiliated 
unions/organisations may vote. An 
affiliated organisation is entitled to send 
three representatives to the general 
meetings. Only those present may vote: 
one person, one vote. 

The committee of the WRC includes 
the president, secretary, treasurer, assis­
tant secretary, and seven others. It 
retains the power to co-opt. Committee 
members are subscribers or representa­
tives from affiliated organisations. 

The centre is financed through 
affiliation, individual subscriptions, and 
donation . The annual affiliation fee 
for t:rade unions is $25.00 minimum; -
for other organisations it is $10.00 
minimum. Subscriptions for wage earners 
are $10.00 minimum, and for pensioners, 
unemployed, students, housewives $5 .00 
minimum. 

Costs incurred in the course of re­
search and intervention projects are 
met, where appropriate, by the organi­
sations concerned . 

Reports published by the centre 
since 1979 include The Hospital Corpor­
ation of Australia, The Proposed Port 
Kembkl Loader and the Transportation 
of Coal on the South Coast, The 
Boomtown Cuts: Local Government 
in Wollongong ls There a Crisis in 
the Steel Industry? and Taking on 
BHP: A History of the Transfield 
Dispute . 

For further information, enquiries 
should be addressed to: The Secretary, 
Wollongong Workers' Research Centre. 

Riverina College 
of Advanced Education 

UIViSION O.F CONTINUIN G EDUCATION 
Multi Med ia 

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 
Study in the privacy and comfort of you r own home 

THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF HERBS 
Course includes: 

An int uitive look at herbs; Salad 
Herbs and he rbal beverages; Hist ory 
of herbs; The planting of you r herb 
garden; Medicinal herbs ; Lesser­
known plants and their properties, etc. 

SOLAR ENERGY 
In t roduction to basic physics of solar energy. Desi gn 
and construction of a solar energy absorber panel. 
Social /politi ca l policies surround ing the energy prob­
lem. Colour slides - tapes - texts, etc. 

OTHER COURSES AVAILABLE 
BY CORRESPONDENCE 

Children 's literature ; Using Italian in Australia; Using 
Vietnamese in Australia; Planning and starting a new 
Business; Stress and personal Development; Health 
massage (by video cassette) ; Effect ive job searching; 
Bridging mathematics (for returning to study); 
Computer programming (for beginners); Getting 
through to kids - a story-telling approach; Hydro­
ponics (for the home gardener); Returning to study . 

,-- - --------- - --- --- -----1 
I Please rush me further information on the following I 
I I 
I courses: I 
I I 
I . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . I 
I I l . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : 
I I 
I Name : . ...... . .... .. .... . ... .. · · I 
I I 
I Address: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 

I \ I Send to : The Secretary , Institute of Adul t Ed ucation , I 
I Goul burn Cam pus , Rive rina CAE, I 
I McDermott Dr ive, Goul burn, NSW 2580. I 
L------------ ------ -- - -~ 

Cross Country 
Skiing 

1~ . ~ 
* Top instruction 
* No experience 

needed 
* from $30 per day 

WILD ERNESS 
EXPED ITIONS 

PO Box 755 Cooma NSW 2630 
Phone (02) 90 688 1 

(0648) 21 587 

- --- -- - - - - --
- -- -Please se nd me a free broch ure of yo ur 

uni que outdoor adventures 

Na m e~-- - ------ -------~ 
Ad d ress _________ _______ ~ 

Bicycle 
Northern 
N.SW. 

We specialize in quality, low cost bicycle tours . Our 
thoughtfully designed trips go through interesting and 
scenic regions of Tasmania, Victoria, and NSW. 

During August/September our popular 5 day tour in 
t he beautiful Li smore/ Murwillumbah area has 3 
departures. All tours use a support vehicle. 

Contact us ford" REE BROCHU RE. 

Harrington's 
Bicycle Tou rs 
PO Box 234 
Belgrave , Vic. 3 160 
Tel: (03) 755 1340 (2- 7 PM) h 
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I The Tasmanian Wilderhess Society is fighting desperat~ly 
: to prevent the flooding of the South-West and the Franklin 
I River. But for it to succeed it needs a flood of its own. Money 
I to help meet the costs of the campaign to save this priceless 
I national asset. Please help. The need-,,is urgent. Send your 
• donation to the Tasmanian Wilderness Society, 129 Bathurst : I Street, Hobart 7000. Name j 
= Address Postcode I 
II If you would like to claim tax deductibility for your donation send it to the Australian I~ 
II Conservation Foundation. 6728 Glenferrie Road. Hawthorn 3122. indicating a preference 

that the funds be granted to the Tasmanian Wilderness Society 
AD3 
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