






















when looking at women's employment 
in resource-based areas, is to see where 
the opportunities are - other than on 
the sites themselves. 

The clothing industry in the Valley 
employs close to 100% women. It was 
set up for decentralisation purposes 
because of the ready supply of female 
labour. Jobs for women have been the 
consequence. The clothing industry is 
now subject to rapid structural change, 
largely because of changes in the inter­
national division of labour. The intro­
duction of new technology is displacing 
many people but this has not been the 
case in the Valley. In fact questions 
about technology were greeted with 
laughter and derision - 'Not for 60 
years, and then only second-hand'. The 
lack of capital investment has the effect 
of enabling companies to open and 
close factories to suit seasonal demands. 
This has major implications for con­
tinued employment for women in the 
area. 

In fact, the labour force in the La­
trobe Valley clothing industry has been 
long term and relatively stable. The 
women work there because they have to 
- as they said, 'We wouldn't be here if 

The women we spoke to were very 
aware of the sexual divisions in the local 
workforce: 'It's a man's world, love. 
They can earn high wages and do nothing 
while we slave for $100 a week. They 
[ the men] wouldn't help us in any in­
dustrial campaign as they think we are 
lazy'. 

One of the most critical characteris­
tics of the women who work in this 
industry is their occupational immobil­
ity. Many clothing workers believe they 
could do no other work . These charac­
teristics have a major effect on the 
ability of these women to find alternative 
employment ( or, as the Industries 
Assistance Commission put it, adjust to 
change). They are also mostly trained 
for machining only. 

The other critical point ·about the 
women working in this industry in the 
Valley, as elsewhere, is that they are not 
intermittent workers. The discriminatory 
myth is that women work only for pin 
money and therefore drop in and out of 
the workforce at whim. This concept, 
apart from reflecting questionable pre­
conceived notions about women's 
natural roles, and hence, 'right' to work 
in the paid workforce, relies heavily on 

the 'reserve army of labour' thesis, 
which is quickly becoming redundant 
because of a better understanding of 
labour market segmentation. 

Decreases in female employment is 
related to decreases in the areas of 
employment which women are segrega­
ted into. This is not clearly recognised 
as, for ideological purposes, women are 
urged to return to the home in periods 
of economic crisis. Women are also used 
as scapegoats for the crisis thus avoiding 
a realistic look at the employment 
situation. 

And the employment situation for 
women is not clear cut: female em­
ployment is increasing at the same time 
as female unemployment is high and 
rising further. This situation comes 
about because the women losing jobs 
are in different sectors of the labour 
market from those getting jobs. Semi­
skilled and unskilled, and teenage girls 
are losing jobs while better educated 
and experienced Australian women are 
getting them in the service sector -
much of which is part-time. There is 
an under-representation of professional 
and administrative jobs in the Latrobe 
Valley. 

we didn't need the money, and we can't r-----------------'-----------------­
live without two wages'. 
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UNPAID WORK 
ALTHOUGH THE FOCUS IN 
this article has been on women in the 
paid workforce, it is impossible to 
separate this from their domestic 
responsibilities. 

We expected childcare to be a major 
problem as information from the Hun­
ter Valley has shown the enormous 
unmet need. However, the women who 
we spoke to had found alternative 
arrangements. For those working in the 
clothing industry, the extended family 
- mostly grandmothers - was the 
prime source of childcare. In Rawson, 
women who were at home already 
looking after children took the children 
of working women. This is in stark 
contrast to the problems which have 
been described for the women in the 
Pilbara, where the isolation and the 
lack of a support system that either the 
extended family or an established 
community can provide in the absence 
of adequate public childcare is critical. 

Because women are the primary 
childcarers, shoppers and general nurtu­
rers, it is important to understand that 
the burden of the reductions in social 
expenditure, which are made because of 
the enormous shift in expenditure 
towards infrastructure, falls mainly on 
women. They not only have to live in an 
environment where they can't get jobs, 

• WOMEN,AS NURTURERS,BEAR THE 
BURDEN OF REDUCED SOCIAL 
EXPENDITURE CAUSED BY INCREASED 
EXPENDITURE FOR INFRASTRUCTURE 
IN THE RESOURCE SECTOR. 

where there are large numbers of single 
men, but also have to bear the burden 
of high rents, housing shortages, caravan 
life, no childcare and rising prices. 

A study by consultants for the Vic­
torian Public Works Committee's in­
quiry into the proposed Driffield Power 
Station showed that approximately 80% 
of future capital works requirements in 
the Latrobe Valley will be attributable 
to the SECY. The study also showed 
that the Shire of Morwell will be unable 
to provide services for people attracted 
to the area by the Driffield project. This 
high expenditure on infrastructure by 
government has meant a decline in 
spending on health, education, housing 
and local government which has a major 
impact on women's lives. 

We have to face up to the political 
and economic strategy of the govern­
ment and corporations involved in re­
source development . We have also to take 
account of the traditional outlook and 
practices of workers themselves - both 
male and female - and of the public 
generally which militate against change. 

It is only slowly that consciousness 
will change. Trade unionists at all levels 
have to develop a view that goes beyond 
the hip-pocket and beyond their own 
sectional concerns. They have to assert 
a say about their jobs and where they 
work - taking a comprehensive view 
about how things fit together. 

None of this will solve the structural 
problems in the economy or the patri­
archy, but it will increase the capacity 
of people to deal with them. 

. Gettipg into hot water 
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We need YOUR help to save the 
rainforest of NSW. 
At the proposed Nightcap National 
Park we are presenting the loggers 
with weekly, major non-violent 
obstruction. 

The NSW Government's policy on 
rainforest, due in June, has still not 
been announced. 

Australian National University 
foresters have found that alternative 
timbers can replace destruction of 
rainforest. 

Send donations to: Nightcap Action 
Group, c/- D Sharpe, PO Box 368, 
Lismore, NSW 2480. 

Chain Reaction is available for 
sale in bookshops, newsagencies 
health food stores and com­
munity centres. 

Can you encourage one of 
these places to send us an 
order for copies? 

Telephone Chain Reaction 
on Melbourne (03) 63 5995 
or Sydney (02) 698 4114. 
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GAMES OF COOPERATION 
FOR FAM! LY, SCHOOLS 
AND GROUPS 
For catalogue send 
35 cent stamp to: 
Al Rozefsky 
cl- Post Office, 
Merton 3715 

SUJRVIVAl 
lfECJHlNOlOIGY 

Solar, Wind, Hydro & 
Bio-fuel Energy 

Systems. 

Electricity, Heat, 
Water supply, 

Agriculture 
Transport 

Low Energy 
Building 
Design. 

& 
Manufacturing 

No. 66 
Maroondah Hwy 

Croydon Vic. 
3136 

7255550 

SUBSCRIBERS 
Write to Robyn Carter, 

Chain Reaction 
Room 14, Floor 4, 

37 Swanston St, Melbourne, 
Vic 3000. 

FOE MEMBERS 
Please write advising your 

local FOE group. 
See list on page 2. 
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Following several visits to Antarctica in a 
rubber raft, we've produced a series of 
audio-visual kits for use in schools and 
conservation organisations: 
Antarctica: The Last Frontier 
Edward of the Antarctic and 
The Botany of Antarctica. 
According to Harry Burton of the 
Australian Antarctic Division, they're 
'terrific'. Though the rubber raft is not for 
sale, you can find out more about the kits 
by posting this coupon to: 

Environment Audio Visuals 
PO Box 87, North Fitzroy, Vic. 3068. 
Tel. (03) 481 8542 
Please send more information. 

Name .......... · · · · · · · · · · · 

' Address ......... · · · · · · · · · · · I 
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Mark Cole 

The Pine Gap Station, Northern 
Territory, provides satellite information 
necessary for targeting USSR 
early-warning systems in the event of a 
USA nuclear first strike attack. 

Since the issuing of Presidential Direct­
ive number 59 in 1978, the publicly 
stated policy of the USA government 
has been to develop and deploy new 
military technologies capable of being 
used in a disarming first strike against 
the USSR. 

Public statements made by USA 
secretary of defence James Schlesinger 
in 1973 and 1974 suggest that USA 
military planners have been pursuing 
first-strike capability since the early 
1970s. This new policy requires nuclear­
war fighting strategies (termed counter­
force) and the deployment of a new 
generation of accurate and reliable 
nuclear weapons targeted on USSR 
facilities of strategic significance. Coun­
terforce strategy involves the launching 
of an accurate, coordinated and com­
prehensive attack on all USSR strategic 
and communications facilities, elimina­
ting the possibility of effective retali­
ation. 

Counterforce strategy contrasts with 
the nuclear-war-deterring strategy 
(countervalue) which prevailed until the 
late 1960s. Countervalue strategy in­
volved the first priority targeting by 
each opposing superpower of the major 
urban and industrial centres. Both sides, 
in theory, refrained from initiating 
nuclear attacks because of the certainty 
of retaliation ending in the Mutually 
Assured Destruction (MAD) of their 
populations, cities, and economic infra­
structures. 

In progressing towards a disarming 
first-strike capability, USA · military 
planners are putting together the tech­
nologies which make up the five essen­
tial elements to a counterforce strategy. 
These five elements are outlined below. 

The first element is the possession of 
extremely accurate missiles which can 
be relied upon to quickly destroy the 
USSR's missile silos and other land 
targets such as bomber bases, satellite 
communications and early warning 
systems, and the ports where ballistic­
missile-loaded submarines are berthed. 
The USA has already progressed a long 
way towards achieving these technologies 
with the development of the M-X and 
Trident ballistic missiles and short-to­
medium range nuclear missiles such as 
the Cruise and Pershing. 

The second element is a space war­
fare ability to destroy early warni,ng 
and communications satellites. 

The third element is an anti-submarine 
warfare (ASW) force able to seek out 
and sink those USSR ballistic-missile­
launching submarines which are out of 
port at the time of a first strike. In 
1979 the Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute published a report 
which concluded that USSR submarines 
were at that stage dangerously vulnerable 
to a USA first strike. 

Mark Cole works for International Develop­
ment Action researching Australian company 
and military involvement in the Pacific, and is 
a member of the Nuclear-Free Pacific Com­
mittee in Victoria. 

The fourth element is a ballistic­
missile and bomber defence capable of 
intercepting any surviving USSR missiles 
or aircraft that are launched in retalia­
tion. The USA is yet to develop a satis­
factory anti-baHistic missile (ABM) 
defence mechanism. Research and de­
velopment work is concentrating on 
space warfare aspects -and early warning 
systems which would ensure the des­
truction of ballistic missiles before re­
entry and the deployment of multiple 
warheads. 

The fifth element is the ability to 
integrate and coordinate all sensors, 
weapons and weapon-carrier vehicles 
with perfect timing. This involves the 
development of an intricate inter­
national network of command, control, 
communication and intelligence (C3 I) 
fa cili ti es. 

These essential elements of counter­
force strategy all involve the interna­
tional deployment of technology and 
the cooperation of USA allies. A very 
high degree of international cooperation 
and deployment of forces and facilities 
is required for the workability of the 
third and fifth elements of counterforce 
strategy, the C3 I and ASW networks. 
This contrasts with countervalue strategy 
which could function effectively simply 
on the basis of the network of inter­
continental ballistic missiles (ICBMs) 
loaded in silos within the borders of the 
USA. 

PACIFIC INVOLVEMENT 

Counterforce strategy has a number of 
grave implications for the west Pacific/ 
Indian Ocean region because certain 
facilities and forces of the USA and its 
allies in the region would play a direct 
and important role in any first strike 
launched by the USA. One of the im­
plications is that in any future nuclear 
exchange USSR ballistic missiles would 
certainly be directed towards a number 
of land targets in the region. 

The major involvements of the west 
Pacific/Indian Ocean region in a theor­
etical USA first strike against the USSR 
are outlined below. 

Trident Ballistic Missile 

The newly developed Trident missile is 
a submarine-launched ballistic missile 
(SLBN) which will play an indispensable 
role in any USA first strike at the USSR. 
Trident-I missiles are being backfitted 
to the Polaris class of ballistic-missile­
loaded submarines currently patrolling 
the Pacific Ocean. There are presently 
about eight of these submarines in the 
Pacific, home ported at Pearl Harbour 
and using Apra Harbour (Guam) as a 
forward base. 

Trident-2 missiles have been devel­
oped to arm the new jumbo Trident 
class of ballistic-missile-loaded sub­
marine - arguably the most deadly 

continued page 34 
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weapons system yet devised. Each 
Trident submarine will carry 24 Trident 
missiles. Each Trident-2 missile bus 
contains up to 17 nuclear-armed war­
heads (termed MARYS - manoeuvring 
armed re-entry vehicles). MARVs can 
manoeuvre, after re-entering the at­
mosphere, towards their separate targets 
hitting home within 25 m of the centre 
of each target. Each MARV within the 
Trident-2 missile bus has a destructive 
power equal to five Hiroshima bombs 
and is 80% certain to destroy its target. 
Each Trident submarine has the poten­
tial to unleash 408 deadly accurate 
nuclear warheads on targets in the 
USSR. 

In August 1982 the first of the new 
Trident submarines, USS Ohio, en­
tered service at Bangor, Washington 
state (near Seattle), the home base for 
the proposed fleet of Tridents which 
will patrol the Indian and Pacific 
Oceans. The USA proposes building 30 
Tridents. 

Trident submarines will use Diego 
Garcia and Cockburn Sound as forward 
bases in the Indian Ocean. There is also 
some speculation, based on sound argu­
ment, that Tridents will use Belau as a 
forward base. 

Penetrating B-52-H Launched 
Cruise Missiles 

In the event of a USA first strike, cruise 
missiles launched from B-52H bombers 
based in the Pacific/Indian Ocean region 
would be used against the less time 
urgent targets in the USSR. 

A squadron of 20-23 B-52 bombers, 
including cruise missile carrying B-52Hs, 
is based at Anderson air force base in 
Guam. Cruise missiles are almost cer­
tainly stored in readiness at Guam and 
Hawaii. 

B-52 bombers have access to bases 
and facilities at Kadena (Okinawa), 
Clark air force base (Philippines), 
Darwin (Australia) and Diego Garcia 
(Indian Ocean). Any of these bases 
could be conceivably involved as staging 
points for the B-52H/Cruise missile 
component of a USA first strike on 
USSR. 

Kwajalein Atoll Missile 
Testing Range 
The USA Pacific missile-testing range 
consists of a launch complex at Vander­
berg air force base in California, track­
ing and telemetry facilities on several 
islands, and a target complex at the 
Kwajalein Islands in Micronesia. This 
missile range is of vital importance to 
the USA's advance towards a first­
strike capability. The manoeuvrability 
and accuracy of M-X and Trident 
MARVs are being developed and im­
proved at Kwajalein. The range is also 
vital for the testing of ballistic-missile­
defence sensors and weapons, com­
ponents of the fourth element of 
counterforce strategy. 
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Anti-Submarine Warfare (ASW) 

No USA first strike will succeed unless 
the ten out-of-port USSR ballistic­
missile-loaded submarines which are 
patrolling the Pacific at any one time 
are quickly located and destroyed. 
These submarines are based at Petro­
pavlovsk and Vladivostok, both of 
which are ice bound for at least half 
the year. By comparison with their 
USA counterparts, USSR submarines 
are very noisy and cannot pass into 
the Pacific Ocean except via the stra­
tegic bottlenecks of the Japanese 
straits of Soya, Tsugaru and Tsushima. 
These factors, combined with the 
efficient USA ASW deployed in the 
region, mean that USSR strategic sub­
marines are particularly susceptible to 
monitoring and detection, and ultimate­
ly to a USA-launched first strike. 

ASW detection by USA forces and 
USA allies is proceeding now so that 
USSR strategic nuclear submarines can 
easily be located and destroyed in the 
event of any emergency or the launch­
ing of a first strike attack by the USA. 

ASW detection is based on two over­
lapping systems. Sonar arrays (SOSUS) 
are known to be laid out on the floor of 
the continental shelf around Diego 
Garcia, Guam, the Japanese straits, the 
Aleutian Islands and Hawaii. These 
arrays can detect submarines at dis­
tances of up to 1000 km. 

After SOSUS arrays have detected a 
USSR submarine, land-based Orion P-3 
aircraft are directed to the general area 
of detection and by using sono-buoys 
and other equipment can accurately 
locate and identify the submarine, and, 
if necessary destroy it. P-3C Orlons are 
equipped . to carry Lulu, the nuclear 
ASW depth bomb. 

The USA P-3 force in the western 
Pacific (Task Force-72 of the USA 
seventh fleet) is headquartered in Kami­
seya (Japan) with air groups stationed at 
Misura (Japan), Kadena (Okinawa), 
Cubi Point (Subic Bay in the Philippines) 
and Agara (Guam). Atsugi and Iwakuni 
(Japan), Saipan (Marianas) and all other 
available Pacific bases are presently 
being used fully for strategic patrols. 
The Orions of the USA seventh fleet 
are coordinated in their activities with 
those of the USA third fleet patrolling 
the east Pacific. These P-3s are based at 
Adak (Alaska) and Muffetfield in Calif­
ornia, with a contingent of 45 P-3 
Orlons based at Barbers Point naval 
air station, Hawaii. 

The USA navy's operation computers 
link up with Canadian (18 CP-140 
Auroras - an Orion derivative), Austra­
lian (20 P-3s) and New Zealand (5 P-3s) 
ASW Orion forces. By 1988 the Japanese 
self-defence force will be operating 7 5 
P-3 Orions ( expected to be based 
mainly at lwajima) in the north-west 
Pacific and will be an integral part of 
this pan-Pacific ASW Orion network. 
Australian. P-3 Orions are based at 
Edinburgh air force base outside 

Adelaide and could play a role in any 
USA first strike. 

Bases used by P-3 Orions of the 
USA fleet contingent in the Indian 
Ocean include Diego Garcia, Nanyuki 
(Kenya), Mogadiscio (Somalia) and 
Takli (Thailand). 

Most USA warships are equipped 
with ASW weaponry including tactical 
nuclear devices such as rocket-fired 
nuclear depth charges and nuclear­
armed ASW torpedos. An important 
component of the USA ASW weaponry 
in the Pacific is the fleet of approxi­
mately 30 attack submarines of the 
third fleet headquartered at Pearl Har­
bour and operating out of bases at San 
Francisco, Whidbey Island, San Diego, 
Long Beach and Adak (Alaska). The few 
attack submarines operating within the 
USA seventh fleet are headquartered at 
Yokosuka (Japan) and have access to 
ports in the region such as Sasebo 
(Japan), Naha and White Beach (Okin­
awa), Subic Bay (Philippines), Auckland 
(New Zealand) and Melbourne (Austra­
lia). Apra Harbour (Guam), the forward 
base for USA ballistic-missile-loaded 
submarines, also serves as a port of call 
and servicing/maintenance complex. 

Yet another deadly element to the 
USA ASW naval contingent is the 
assortment of five aircraft carriers 
patrolling the Pacific. These carriers 
carry anti-submarine aircraft and heli­
copters. USA aircraft carriers in the 
Pacific are based at the headquarters of 
the seventh fleet at Y okosuka (Japan) 
and of the third fleet at Pearl Harbour. 

Command, Control, 
Communication and 
Intelligence ( C3 I) 
C3 I installations in the west Pacific/ 
Indian Ocean will play an indispensable 
role in any USA-launched first strike. 

Hawaii is the largest C3 I centre in the 
Pacific and is the site of the headquar­
ters of the USA Pacific military com­
mand (PACOM). This command covers 
almost one-half of the earth's surface -
from the west coast of the USA to the 
east coast of Africa and from the North 
Pole to South Pole. C3 I installations in 
Hawaii deliver commands and receive 
and relay information. 

The major communications centre 
for the USA navy in the west Pacific 
is situated at Guam and goes under the 
name of the Naval Communication Area 
Master Station Western Pacific. It pro­
vides necessary communications for the 
Pacific command and for the operational 
control of fleet units and the adminis­
tration of naval bases in the west Pacific 
and Indian Ocean region. 

Submarine communication 
and position fixing 

The North West Cape C3I base in 
Australia is one of the most important 
elements to USA first-strike strategy. 
One of the main purposes of the base 
is to provide communications with 

A USAF B-52 lands in Darwin, possible 
staging point for the B-52H launched 
Cruise missile component of a USA 
first strike on USSR. 

USA ballistic-missile submarines in the 
west Pacific and Indian Oceans. The 
base is the largest and most powerful 
of three such facilities in the world and 
can send high-powered very low fre­
quency (VLF) signals to depths of up to 
16 m. The other two stations are 
positioned in the USA, communicating 
with submarines in the Atlantic and 
east Pacific Oceans. In the event of any 
USA first strike being launched, Trident 
or Polaris submarines in the region 
would receive their fire command via 
North West Cape. North West Cape 
serves a number of other functions vital 
to USA strategic interests. For example 
its array of high-frequency transmitters 
were fully committed during USA 
mining of Haiphong and other North 
Vietnamese harbours in 1972. 

In the event of the destruction of 
North West Cape in any nuclear ex­
change, a fleet of specially equipped 
transport planes known as Tracamos 
will act as airborne VLF transmitters 
towing 7 km-long antennae used to send 
instructions to strategic nuclear sub­
marines. Tracamos are based on Guam 
and have access to a number of air­
fields throughout the west Pacific/ 
Indian Ocean. Because the Tracamo 
system is airborne it is widely judged to 
be 'nuclear war survivable'. 

There are eight Omega stations in 
operation around the world to help 
strategic submarines and anti-submarine 
forces with the precise determination of 
location and time as required. These 
Omega stations emit VLF signals which 
penetrate below sea level, enabling sub­
marines to establish position accurately 
without surfacing, prior to launching 
ballistic missiles. Omega bases trans­
mitting signals in the Pacific/Indian 
Oceans are situated in Hawaii, Reunion 
(Indian Ocean), Tsushima (Japan), East 
Gippsland (Victoria) and Trelew in 
Argentina. 

The Omega system is complemented 
by the Loran-C navigation system which 
also mounts an anti-submarine commu­
nications system. There are two Loran-C 
chains in the Pacific, one linking Iwo­
jima, Tokachibuto (Hokkaido), Minami­
Torishima, Kesaji (Okinawa), Johnston, 
Hawaii and Midway, and the other link­
ing Alaska with the USA west coast. A 
total of eighteen Loran-C stations make 
up the two chains. 

Targeting and early-warning 
ground stations 
Nurrungar ground station in South 
Australia provides satellite information 
used to identify and precisely locate 

USSR targets in a first-strike attack. 
Nurrungar also plays an important 
role in relaying information from early­
warning satellites monitoring USSR 
ICBM activity. Nurrungar would thus 
play an important role in identifying 
USSR ICBMs which were launched after 
surviving a USA first strike. 

The Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) controlled Pine Gap Station near 
Alice Springs in the Northern Territory 
also provides satellite information 
necessary for targeting in the event of a 
first strike. The station is involved in a 
wide range of intelligence-gathering 
work including the mapping of the ex­
tensive USSR early-warning and air­
defence networks. This mapping is es­
sential if the USA is to be capable of 
disabling USSR early-warning systems 
in any first strike. 

Space Warfare 

The USA is currently developing an 
anti-satellite (ASAT) weapons system 
and an advanced satellite tracking sensor 
for this system is being constructed at 
Taegu, South Korea. Proposed sites for 
similar projects are Maui in Hawaii and 
Diego Garcia in the Indian Ocean. 

USSR FIRST STRIKE? 

The USA has been able to progress to­
wards a first-strike capability partly 
because it has constructed an extensive 
network of bases, ports, airfields and 
communication facilities arotmd the 
globe. Nowhere is this network more 
evident than in the Pacific. This net­
work forms the infrastructure of the 
USA ASW weapons systems and C3 I 
operations. 

By comparison, virtually all USSR 
C3 I lies within the USSR borders. USSR 
ASW is solely ship based and the only 
non-USSR ports those ships have access 
to are in North Korea, Vietnam and 
Yemen. In any case most USSR ASW is 
deployed within territorial waters and 
is at present considered to be of a 
tactical rather than a strategic nature. 
The deployment of these ships on the 
open sea would be limited in a time of 
crisis because they lack air cover. 

This lack of any effective strategic 
ASW eliminates, for the time being, any 
possibility of the USSR launching/ a,, 

planned first strike against the USA. 
The difficulty for the USSR in launch­
ing a first strike is compounded by the 
fact that 50% of the USA's ballistic 
missiles are on board submarines, and 
the first Tridents are now almost ready 
for commissioning. 

COUNTERFORCE VERSUS 
COUNTERVALUE 

Whilst the deterrence strategy provided 
at best an unstable' and dangerous 
lull and at worst brought us to the brink 
of nuclear holocaust, the strategy of 
counterforce initiated by the USA con­
tains new and greater dangers. 

Counterforce strategy compounds 
the chances of nuclear war on at least 
three counts. Firstly there is the danger 
that once the USA possesses the capa­
bility of mounting the first strike, it 
will choose to use it. Secondly, the 
USSR can only be expected to consider 
capabilities rather than intentions under 
extreme conditions when war seems im­
minent. Faced with the possibility of a 
USA first strike the USSR may be 
motivated to fire off its missiles before 
they are disarmed and USSR industry is 
crippled, as a last-ditch effort to lessen 
the impact of the perceived imminent 
USA strike. The third factor in the 
increased likelihood of nuclear war is 
the shorter times in which the new 
generation counterforce weapons take 
to reach their targets. Some tactical 
nuclear missiles in western Europe are 
6 minutes away from their USSR tar­
gets. In many cases Trident missiles are 
as little as 10 minutes away. There is 
little time for properly judged responses, 
and the chances of a computer mal­
function or false alarm triggering a 
nuclear holocaust are increased. 

WHAT CAN WE DO? 

People in the west Pacific/Indian Ocean 
region have a critical role to play in the 
worldwide disarmament movement. 

Removal from the region of the 
USA's C3I and ASW facilities which are 
operating outside USA borders would 
seriously reduce the effectiveness of 
USA counterforce strategy. The accuracy 
of USA ballistic missiles would be re­
duced as would the ability of the USA 
to effectively seek out and destroy 
USSR ballistic-missile-loaded sub­
marines. In particular the closure of 
the Kwajalein Atoll missile range 
would, in the short term, cripple USA 
progress towards first-strike capability. 
Citizens groups throughout the region, I 
including Australia, are mounting cam­
paigns for disarmament, nuclear-free 
zones and removal of USA bases. Those 
campaigns have already received varying 
degrees of support from governments in 
Mauritius, Fiji, Vanuatu and the Austra­
lian state of Victoria. 

An undermining of USA counterforce 
strategy would return us to the 'balance 
of terror' that existed under counter­
value strategy. But that is infinitely 
preferable to living in a world where at 
least one of the nuclear superpowers 
believes in a winnable nuclear war. A 
world without counterforce strategy is 
more likely to produce meaningful 
international disarmament negotiations 
which would be the first step towards 
complete nuclear disarmament. 

Such significant social change is only 
possible under the impulse provided by 
an organised mass movement built on 
wide-ranging coalitions. In April this 
year over 100 000 Australians marched 
on the streets of our major towns and 
cities, showing the potential for such 
a movement here at the junction of the 
Indian and Pacific Oceans. 
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Twenty-three back copies of Chain 
Reaction - all those published from 
Autumn 1976 (except vol 2 no 3, of 
which we will supply a reprint of the 
major stories, and no 23) are available as a 
set for $30. Add another $2 to include 
this edition (no 29). All post free. 

Winter 1982, no 28 - Wollongong: jobs 
and environment; latest Activists Contacts 
directory, Consumer Interpol and Austral­
ian pastoral lands give-away. 
Autumn 1982, no 27 - Anti-nuclear 
1982, five articles, Worker health, Arid 
lands, Barrier Reef, Franklin river, $2.00. 
Summer 1981-82, No 26 - Rainforest : 
Cape York close-up and worldwide over­
view, East Gippsland supplement : forests 
or woodchips, endangered animals. $2.00 
Spring 1981, No 25 - Food Politics 
Primer supplement, Harry Butler : up the· 
creek, what a change in government 
would mean for Victoria's environment, 
the vitamin pill push. $1.50. 

Send orders to: Chain Reaction Room 14, 
Floor 4, 37 Swanston St, Melbourne 3000, 

At Inner City Cyles you will find 
a wide range of equipment for 
bicycle touring and light-weight 
camping. In fact, just about every­
thing you need to ensure that your 
touring is an enjoyable experience. 

Here is a small sample of some of 
the things to be found in our two 
shops in Glebe: 0 Tents, 0 Sleep­
ing Bags, 0 Sleeping mats, 
O Lightweight stoves, 0 Fuel and 
Cook gear, 0 Camping accessories, 
O Pannier bags, 0 Handle bar bags, 
O Small back packs, 0 Stuff sacs, 
O Racks, 0 Cycle Shoes, 0 Wool­
len riding clothes, 0 Rain capes 
and parkas, 0 Tools (full range), 
O Safety helmets, 0 Spare bicycle 
parts and accessories O Our own 
range of Cycle Tour custom-built 
touring bicycles. 

INNER CITY CYCLES 
29 Glebe Pt Rd GLEBE 2037 

Telephone 02 660 6605 

Applications/proposals are invited 
for the position of Editor /s of Chain 
Reaction, the national magazine of 
Friends of the Earth Australia. 
(Since May there have been three 
people working as Editors.) 

The magazine is currently 
pub I ished quarterly, goes to 
members of Friends of the Earth in 
Australia, other subscribers (including 
schools, unions, community groups, 
libraries and individuals) and is on 
sale at community centres and 
various retail outlets. We are planning 
for the magazine to be published six 

commencing in 1983. 
Reaction covers a wide 

of issues emphasising the 
of the environment, energy 

Editors currently work with 
of volunteers in Melbourne 

FOE, and other 
groups around Australia. 

has been based in 
since it was established 

Editors' responsibilities 
ensuring continued operation 

collectives, encouraging people 
on the magazine, and, with 

determining content, 
production, managing the 

distribution, and promotion 

may be required to attend 
in late January 1983 at a 

of the Earth Australia meeting 

By Alistair Machin 
In May 1982, the Department of Home 
Affairs and Environment released a 
discussion paper Towards a National 
Conservation Strategy, which is the 
latest step in its efforts to create a 
national conservation strategy. 

As the discussion paper points out, 
Australia has lost two-thirds of its forests, 
is one of the most highly urbanised 
countries in the world, and has a legacy 
of extinct and endangered wildlife after 
only 200 years of white settlement. 
Good agricultural land is a scarce re­
source and soil degradation is 'so serious 
a problem that it poses a major threat 
to this essential life-support system'. 

The concern that living resources 
which are essential for human survival 
are increasingly being destroyed or 
depleted led, in 1980, to the launching 
of the World Conservation Strategy 
(WCS). Mostafa Elba, the director of the 
United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP), said that its main thrust 'is to 
present the case for conservation as a 
means for sustained development'. He 
should have added that before any 
serious discussion can take place about 
conservation of living resources for 
sustainable use, there needs to be a 
major re-examination of our develop­
ment path. 

Conservation in the WCS is defined 
as the management of human use of the 
biosphere so that it may yield the great­
est sustainable benefit to present 
generations while maintaining its poten­
tial to meet the needs and aspirations of 
future generations. Thus, according to 
its authors, while 'development' aims to 
achieve human goals largely through use 
of the biosphere, 'conservation' aims 
to achieve them by ensuring that such 
use can continue. 

The sponsor organisations of the 
WCS - the International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature and Natural 
Resources and the World Wildlife 
Fund - spent five years of intensive 
consultations with more than 700 
scientists before they finalised its prep­
aration in full cooperation with UNEP. 
The strategy has the full endorsement 
of the Food and Agricultural Organisa­
tion and the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisation. 
Even though the WCS enjoys an impres­
sive status, the ultimate responsibility 
for adopting sound development policies 

Alistair Machin has worked with Friends of 
the Earth for a number of years and now 
works for Fund for Animals in Sydney. 

based on the principle of conservation 
and rational utilisation of natural resour­
ces rests solidly with sovereign national 
governments. 

Australia has responded by beginning 
to develop a National Conservation 
Strategy for Australia (NCSA). The 
discussion paper Towards a National 
Conservation Strategy is stage three of 
this process. It was preceded by, firstly, 
the commissioning of experts to present 
papers analysing the impact of land 
users and human activity in living re­
sources and the institutional mechanisms 
which influence this impact, and 
secondly, a national seminar which 
debated and reviewed these papers. 
Public comments and criticisms of the 
discussion paper are now called for 
which will be taken up in stage four 
when a draft strategy is produced. This 
will then be debated at a national con­
servation conference in Canberra in 
February 1983, the outcome of which 
will be the final strategy, to be submit­
ted to the 1983 Premier's Conference. 

One can have little quarrel with the 
central concerns and objectives of the 
WCS and NCSA. These are to: 
a) maintain essential ecological processes and 
life-support systems on which human survival 
and development depends; 
b) preserve genetic diversity on which depend 
the breeding programmes necessary for the 
protection and improvement of cultivated 
plants, domesticated animals and micro­
organisms; 
c) ensure the sustainable utilisation of species 
and ecosystems which support millions of 
rural communities as well as major industries. 

The view then, that the activities of 
humans in the organisation of produc­
tion of goods and services to satisfy 
material needs now seriously jeopardises 
the ecological processes upon which we 
depend for survival, has given impetus 
for the need to 'integrate conservation 
with development'. 

The principal obstacle to achieving 
this goal is simply stated as the failure 
to achieve this integration. It is argued 
that 'conservation and development 
have so seldom been combined that 
they often appear - and are sometimes 
represented as being - incompatible'. 

The explanation for this failure to 
integrate conservation and development 
is provided by a range of institutional 
problems which, the paper suggests, can 
be eliminated by corresponding adjust­
ments to policy measures appropriate to 
their respective tasks. Accordingly the 
paper carries, at length, recommend­
ations which, if implemented, the 
authors argue, would steer Australia on 

National Conservation Strategy literature 
from the Department of Home Affairs 
and the Environment, Canberra. 

this 'rational sustainable path'. 
I suggest that it would not. If we 

assume for the moment that the current 
political and economic climate in Aus­
tralia would be receptive and committed 
to all these recommendations, which it 
clearly is not, the relevant question to 
consider is whether rational and efficient 
use of our natural resources is actually 
possible (compatible) under the pre­
vailing conditions imposed by the 
economic order which shapes our 
society. 

The internal logic of the 'free market' 
system demands that the maximisation 
of returns on investment is facilitated 
by larger economies of scale in which 
costs per unit of output are minimised. 
Since it is the search for profit which 
gives the prevailing economic order its 
dynamism, there has been a tendency 
towards longer, greater and more 
'efficient' scales of production. But the 
efficient allocation of capital resources 
does not necessarily coincide with the 
efficient use of natural resources. 

The generation of power by coal 
combustion may prove economically 
wise where the power stations are 
sited near extensive and cheap coal 
reserves, yet the technological choice 
of power station design is inefficient in 
terms of the calorific value of the fuel 
which is actually 'used'. A decision to 
use a more efficient combustion process 
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- say fluidised bed combustion which 
unlike pulverised combustion can also 
utilise the coal washery wastes - or to 
develop an electrical generating process 
from renewable sources, (eg photo­
voltaic cells using solar energy) may be 
more energy efficient, but financially 
prohibitive. 

The design of many consumer pro­
ducts in particular the motor car, 
which have been a source of considerable 
profits to their producers, have a built­
in obsolescence that has served to sus­
tain a continuing demand for them. Yet 
they are extremely wasteful of the raw 
materials needed for their creation and 
of the energy needed to power them. 

Thus, for me, the major limitation to 
the NCSA seems to be a conceptual one: 
that the obstacles which are identified 
as critical are in fact only of secondary 
importance. The reason for the inability 
of conservation and development to in­
tegrate is much more fundamental. The 
development of a conservation strategy 
that seeks to 'fine tune' an economic 
system whose internal logic and practice 
is inherently wasteful is doomed to 
failure in the same way and for the 
same r~asons that the Green Revolution 
of the 1960s was a miserable failure for 
the hungry of the Third World. The 
failure to address the fundamental 
issue - the direction and purpose of 
development and the distribution of 
economic and political power which 
characterises it - is the major short­
coming of the NCSA. It insists that 
conservationists accommodate them­
selves :to a happy compromise with 
developers within the narrowly defined 
parameters of the prevailing economic 
status quo. 

It should be understood, in case I am 
taken to be saying something that I am 
not, that this is not an argument for say­
ing there can never be any grounds for a 
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I 
emistically call the development prac­

,,. ·'"·' ""' titioners - has been to rationalise its 
production. Among the first costs to 
be thrown out the window will be 
pollution abatement technology and en-

The strategy lists priority needs for 
sustainable development including the 
prevention of soil degradation, and land 
restoration where soils are degraded. 

marriage between conservation and 
development. Indeed there must be, but 
the starting point for this negotiation 
comes after the redefinition of develop­
ment priorities and the values and as­
sumptions which serve them. 

Barry Commonor expresses the point 
perfectly in his book The Poverty of 
Power. He argues that in our world 
there are complex interactions among 
three basic systems - the ecosystem, 
the production system and the . econo­
mic system - that together with the 
social or political order govern all 
human activity. The ecosystem provides 
all the resources which support human 
life and activity. The production system 
transforms this wealth into earnings, 
profi~, savings etc. Thus, he says: 
logically the economic system ought to con­
form to the requirements of the production 
system, and the production system to ~he 
requirements of the ecosystem. The govermng 
influence should flow from the ecosystem 
through the production system to _the econo­
mic system. In actual fact the relations among 
the three systems are the other way around ... 
thus what confronts us is not a series of 
separate crises but a single basic defect - a 
fault that lies deep in the design of modern 
society. 
For those who will charge that my 
arguments are 'esoteric', 'impractical' 
and 'ideological' since we have to work 
in the real world and social-ecologism 
is not about to appear around the 
corner let us briefly consider some 
practi~al reasons for submitting the 
NCSA to its major shortcomings. 

As the crisis of western capitalism 
deepens and the present recession 
rumbles horribly close to the edge of a 
new depression, the response of the 
private sector - what the NCSA euph-

vironmental protection measures. 
The role of the state in such crises is 

typically 'to minimise the effect of any 
policies which might constrain the op­
portunities for profitable activity'. En­
vironmental protection legislation, 
which imposes costly delays or adds 
significantly to the expenses of establish­
ing new projects, is rarely applied. En­
forcement of pollution violation laws 
are overlooked or inadequately funded 
and in some cases the legislation is 
amended and modified. 

The Fraser government has also 
shown its willingness to create favour­
able conditions for the pursuit of profit 
by shifting a larger proportion of its 
revenue away from social services pro­
grams towards subsidies for capital. 
Such a policy has meant that the finan­
cial commitment of the government to 
its environmental responsibilities has 
fallen, most notably the cut in funding 
available to conservation organisations. 
The Environment Department has been 
shuffled and reshuffled, combined at 
different times with Housing, Science 
and Home Affairs, and is presently the 
lowest portfolio in cabinet, absorbing 
less than one-quarter of the 197 5-7 6 
environment allocation in dollar terms. 

In the light of this it is not surprising 
to encounter widespread suspicion of 
the government's motives in promoting 
this strategy. Indeed it is justifiable in 
any view to claim that the Fraser govern­
ment sees the NCSA as an important 
public relations exercise in which it can 
give the appearance of acting with pur­
pose on its environmental responsibili­
ties. This of course is not to suggest that 
there is a deliberate conspiratorial effort 
on the part of the public servants 
charged with the task of putting this 
strategy together, to purposefully dupe 
the environmental community. Indeed 
I am sure their commitment to its 
principles is genuine and t~ey will . be 
acting in earnest to achieve its effective 
implementation, despite its severe short­
comings. 

Instead I am arguing that the environ­
mental community should be wary of 
the literature which promotes the NCSA 
as a workable plan, for reasons that 
are structural, political and ideological 
in nature. 

Individuals and groups should study 
and comment (by 15 September 1982) 
upon the paper, from which a draft 
strategy will be prepared for discussion 
at a national conference in February 
1983. The document to emerge from 
this conference will contain recommen­
dations to government for a National 
Conservation Strategy for Australia 
(NCSA), and will be considered by the 
commonwealth, state and Northern 
Territory governments for approval and 
acceptance. 

By Thomas Smith 

The Deputy Prime Minister of Malaysia, 
Datuk Musa Hitam, told the National 
Electricity Board (NEB) on 23 January 
1982 to 'revive' the Tembeling Hydro-
electric Project - a scheme conceived in 
1971 and shelved indefinitely in 1978. 
The Tembeling project will submerge to 
the 130 metre contour about 71h%, or 
130 square kilometres, of the core area 
of Taman Negara, peninsular Malaysia's 
only National Park. 

NEB sources say that tenders for the 
dam on the Tembeling river will be 
called after an NEB feasibility study 
assessing the environmental impact is 
presented in April 1983. Work is to be­
gin in 1984. 

If the government was serious in its 
desire to create the impression of being 
fair-minded, it would have given the 
impact assessment study to the Division 
of Environment, with views and assist­
ance sought from affecte~ bodies, 
such as the Department of Wildlife and 
National Parks, the Drainage and 
Irrigation Department, the Friep.ds of.--­
the Earth (Sahabat Alam), the Malayan 
Nature Society, the Tourist Develop­
ment Board, and others. One can only 

The dam site on the Tembeling River, 
about 4 km upstream from National 
Park headquarters at Kuala Tahan. 

Taman Negara 

Logging activities have already reached 
the borders of the National Park in the 
Tembeling valley. More than 200 sq km 
within the National Park will be logged 
if the dam project goes ahead. 

Tembeling hydroelectric project and 
Taman Negara National Park. 

Lake 
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More than 2500 people live within the 
proposed flood zone - growing rice 
and rubber, fishing, and tending 
buffaloes and goats. 

assume that the study will play down 
the environmental impact of the dam. 

Construction of the dam will displace 
5000 people, who will have to be re­
located. There are some 2500 people, 
mostly Malays, living in fourteen kam­
pungs upstream of the proposed dam 
site. Life for these people involves 
working paddy fields and rubber planta­
tions, looking after buffaloes and goats 
and catching fish from the river. Ther; 
is also some gathering of forest produce 
such as rattan and gaharu. There is no 
electricity and no piped water. A mea­
sure of wealth is the ownership of 
buffaloes, which graze along the river 
banks. A large animal, when sold at the 
market in Kuala Tembeling, may fetch 
as much as 1000 ringgit. Fishing is 
something available to all, and the 
river thus provides most of the protein 
in the balanced diet ofkampung dwellers. 

A few hundred Orang Asli (aborigi­
nes), the Bateq Negrito of the Ulu 
Tem~eling (upper Tembeling), will also 
be displaced. The Orang Asli have lived 
in this region for perhaps 5000 years 
as a hunter-and-gatherer people. Little is 
known of their origins. The majority of 
those who have been asked have said 
they would prefer to stay. 

The Taman Negara National Park 
was created 'in perpetuity, for the 
propagation, protection and preser­
vation of the indigenous flora and fauna' 
in 1939. The park sprawls along the 
boundaries of Kelantan, Trengganu and 
Pahang states, covering 4343 square 
kilometres. About 10% of Taman Ne­
gara is lowland valleys with gentle 
slopes, and more than one-third of this 
lowland area will be flooded if the 
Tembeling project goes ahead. The dam 
will be created in the oldest (100 
million years), densest and tallest tropi­
cal rainforest in the world. 

Losing the core area of the park 
could affect more than 70% of the low­
land fauna and flora, according to Dr 
Keir Bong Heang of the Malayan Nature 
Society (80% of the wildlife is lowland). 
Among the fauna almost certainly 

Thomas Smith lives in West Malaysia. 
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sultans, is still very great. It is quite 
possible that a considerable number of 
people stand to make a killing from 
logging concessions given by the govern­
ment, if the dam scheme goes ahead. 

Another aspect of the project which 
arcuses concern is the loss of productive 
agricultural land. Paddy fields rubber 
plantations, fruit orchards and grazing 
land cover 2300 hectares. The mature 
fruit trees of nangka, durian, mango, 
rambutan and others provide a major 
food source. There are coconut planta­
tions and groves of bananas, as well as 
other useful trees such as kapok. All 
existing agricultural land, and some 90% 
of potential agricultural land, would be 

affected would be the seladang (wild lost to the dam. 
ox), tapir, tiger and Sumatran rhino- A road will be necessary to transport 
ceros. The numbers of these animals have bulldozers, rock crushers, other machin­
already reached a critical low. ery, and the 2000 or so workers who 

Tigers, elephants and countless small- will be at the site during the peak of 
er ~nd less glamorous species rely construction. There is no road at 
heavily on the lowland forest as their present and one of the delights of 
principal habitat. Plant life is richest in Taman Negara is the three-hour boat 
the lowlands. More than 200 different trip to get there from Kuala Tembeling. 
tree species may occur on a single hec- With the easier access to Taman Negara 
tare! Countless species of Malaysia's which the road will afford, there will 
flora would suffer, particularly rare also be increased problems of protecting 
types of lowland orchid. Access for what remains of the National Park from 
study will be severely limited after the hunters and loggers. Flooding will re­
destruction of the jungle paths, which quire the $Malaysian 5 million Kuala 
mostly follow the riverside. Tahan headquarters, visited by 5000 

Important archaeological sites, where people last year, to be moved. 
bronze artefacts have been found, will The building of the dam, so the 
also be submerged or made inaccessible government says, will help ease flooding 
by the dam. problems in and develop the state of 

Back in 1970, before the dam fahang. The proposed 110 megawatts, 
proposals were made, a major threat if generated for 50 years, until build 
loomed for the National Park. Logging up of silt in the lake begins to cut back 
on the south-western edge of the park productivity, is primarily for industrial 
in a forestry reserve, was to be allowed growth in that state on the east coast. 
to extend eastwards, into the park itself. Between 1971 and 1978 Russian 
Conservation bodies, amidst growing and Australian consultants carried out 
awareness of the importance of Taman feasibility studies on the Tembeling 
Negara for conservation of the penin- project. The Australians suggested four 
sula's plant and animal life, made other viable damsites involving smaller 
representations to government at state lakes but with a power potential similar 
and federal levels, and the threat passed. to the Tembeling project. Recent 
The logging threat rises again with the studies have shown that there are 36 
dam p_roject. Logging is handled by the potential sites for hydro plants in 
state authorities and the area will be Malaysia. It has been recognised that 
felled before it is flooded. there is great potential for mini hydro-

It seems that the Pahang state govern- electric plants in the peninsula because 
ment was the main beneficiary of the of its numerous rivers. The NEB has 
selling of leases to loggers in the Endau- shown that they can be operated viably 
Rompin Forest Reserve, also in Pahang at low cost. 
in 1977. The core area was destroyed A study from University Sains 
before logging finally stopped. The (Science) Malaysia showed that the 
outcry this caused at that time was energy potential from agricultural wastes 
perhaps one of the reasons for shelving such as sugar cane, oil palm and rice 
the Ulu Tembeling project in 1978, the paddy is considerable. Even if these 
Pahang state government not wanting to wastes can be converted at 15% effi­
attract yet more unfavorable publicity. ciency, then scientists estimate that the 
The accession to power of a new, 'clean' continuous cultivation of just 1 acre of 
Menteri Besar (chief minister) in 1978 sugar cane will produce waste that can 
was an encouraging sign, but he was provide the basic lighting needs of 
forced to resign at the end of last year eight to nine rural households. The 
over differences (barely mentioned in wastes from an acre of oil palm fruit 
M~laysia's self-censored press) he had and paddy can supply the basic lighting 
with the Sultan of Pahang. Malaysia's needs of two rural households. Malaysia 
central g~ve!nment in K~ala Lumpur has also sizeable reserves of natural gas, 
pretends it is the authonty that con-1 while recoverable reserves of non-associ­
trols events, but the power accorded the ated gas have been estimated to be 
state governments, and particularly the equivalent to five billion barrels of oil. 

lms 
El Salvador, Another Vietnam. Produced 
and directed by Glenn Silber and Tete 
Vasconcellos, 16 mm colour 53 
minutes. Changing the'Needle. Produced 
and directed by Martha Ansara, Mavis 
Robertson, and Dasha Ross 16 mm 
colour, 53 minutes. For both films' 
contact Sydney Film Exchange 
Tel: (02) 33 5360. ' 

It is easier to destroy a society than to 
create one is the message from this 
double program. Using interview and 
press conference footage balanced by 
scenes of life, and death in El Salvador 
Glen Silber and Tet; Vasconcellos 
document the destruction of that so­
ciety, and draw savage parallels between 
USA's present involvement in El Salva­
dor and the earlier encroachment into 
Vietnam's social revolution. 

In Vietnam itself Martha Ansara 
Mavis Robertson and Dasha Ros~ 
focus 0:1 the Binh Trieu drug addiction 
centre m the Ho Chi Minh City and 
through it show Vietnamese efforts to 
rebuild a society shot to bits by 30 
y~ars of war,. !here is no attempt to 
hide the difficulties, shortages and 
limitations experienced by the centre 
but as you meet the people you be­
come aware of the dedication of the 
staff and a growing hope for a future 
among the inmates. 

The two films work from different 
angles. El Salvador takes you from 
headline politics to the devastating 
effect on the individual, while Changing 
the Needle, by dealing with individuals 
delineates the society behind those in: 
dividuals. The films also derive their 
impacts from different sources. The 
USA film uses words and the contra­
dictions between words and actual 
existence to create its impressions. 
Bland diplomatic faces make obscene 
statements, such as President Duarte's 
~ssertion that there was no repression 
m El S~lvador, only 'abuses of autp.ority'. 
These images are combined with inter­
views with people who have experienced 
such 'abuses'. And it was the words 
spoken by people such as Archbishop 
Oscar Romero and Ita Ford that en­
sured their deaths at the hand of the 
right-wing death squads. 

. With the Australian film it is the 
pictures that tell the story. Martha 
Ansara's unobtrusive camera has caught 

some beautifully telling illustrations of 
the human predicament. Most memor­
abl~ . is her capturing of the day of 
dec1S1on as the city-bred addicts decide 
whether to return to a futureless but 
known way of life in Ho Chi Minh City 
or to burn all boats and settle in a New 
Economic Zone commune where they 
may, perhaps, find a future. 

El Salvador ends in the USA with 

the demonstrations against the restora­
tion of government aid to the Duarte 
regime. Changing the Needle leaves us 
on the commune where the former 
addicts are building new social ties 
which may bring them to a new begin­
ning. And while people will work to­
gether in solidarity to help and support 
each other there is still hope for human­
ity· Metcalf 

Der Macht Manner 1st Die Geduld Der brutal beating at his hands? 
Frauen (The Power of Men is the Addi makes several attempts to 
Pat!en~e ?f Women). Directed by Cristina leave her situation, which is destructive 
Pen~c10li, 16 mm, colour, 78 minutes. for her as well as for her young son. 
Ayail.able. from Feminist Film But with each attempt she learns how 
Distnbut10n Centre, Tel: (02) 827 2874. her husband's behaviour is not only con­
Th p f M . . doned, but also reinforced by attitudes 

e o~er o. en zs the P_atzence of, and structures beyond her control His 
Women is a film. about Addi - and all mates still drink with him each 'day. 
other women like her, ':"'omen who They never challenge or confront his 
have. b~en ~eaten by therr husban~s. brutality. She is refused legal assistance 
Add~ hv~s m a small apartment m with divorce proceedings because she 
Berlm wit~ her h~sband and young cannot afford the fee. She is refused 
so~. She lives the msecure and fearful social security benefits because she 
existence of a woman who !!-ever knows cannot prove she is separated. To do 
when, and perhaps. more lillportantly so, she must be divorced. She is threat­
how, her ~usband will relate to her each ened with the loss of custody of her 
day on his retur~ home, from work or child because her husband's sto is 
f:om t~e pub. Will he b~ dru~, aggres- believed in preference to her ~wn. 
sive, ".1olent .- yet a~am? Will he be Against all these odds, Addi eventually 
charm.mg? \\:ill ~e desmi her ~exually? escapes to a Women's Refuge where 
And if he is kmd or charmmg how h · · ' 
genuine is it? How long will it last s e is a~sisted b:y other w.omen to .obtain 
before she once again suffers anothe; !he SC?Ctal secunty benefits to which she 

1S entitled. But now she is faced with the 
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problem of how to get permanent 
accommodation and employment. 
Rental accommodation is costly, and to 
be eligible for employment, she requires 
child care. Her problems are finally 
solved when she moves with two other 
women into a communal living situ­
ation. 

What is perhaps most significant 
about the film, is that, except for the 
male actors, all roles were . played by 
the women portraying themselves. As 
the director, Cristina Perincioli com­
mented after the film, it is pos;ible to 
ask an actor to act anything· but the 
women simply had to be th~mselves. 
Because of this, much of the script 
was rewritten where it did not match 
with the women's own experiences. 
This brought a sincerity and genuine­
. ness to the film. 

Addi's story highlights the many 
inequities and injustices of society. 
It 1s about the German system· it 
could quite easily be the Austrahan 
system. The success of the film may 
no doubt be assessed by the fact that 
it is now compulsory viewing for all 
German social welfare students. 

Australian groups wishing to obtain 
the film may do so from the Australian 
National Library. 

Teresa Cannon 

ation levels had subsided, they were allowed 
back into their own _Particular areas, and they 
went walk-about agam. 

Maralinga leaves little doubt that 
much of the 'rounding up' was done in a 
haphazard manner, that large numbers 
suffered immediate and long-term ef­
fects of radiation from exposure and 
fallout, and that many others suffered 
misery and death from the Belsen-like 
conditions in which they were kept 
while their 'affairs' were being 'looked 
after'. It further suggests that much of 
the incidence of what is being treated 
as glaucoma among Aboriginals may 
well be a legacy of the tests. 

One of the accounts which is typical 
of those running counter to the official 
line is that of Patrick Connolly a Perth 
businessperson who had serv~d with 

I IBIBIBIBIBlllilllllllllilllillllllillllll•\ the British Air Force at Maralinga. He 
recalls Aboriginals wandering unchecked 

Maralirlga: British A-Bomb, Australian 
Legacy by Adrian Tame and 
FPJ Robotham, Fontana, Melbourne, 
1982, 272 pages, $5 .95 (soft cover). 

Maralinga reveals numerous 'great men'. 
Some of them have names that are 
more or less well known: Professor 
Sir Leslie Martin, Professor Sir Ernest 
Titterton, H Beale MHR, R G Menzies 
PM. Others are not named or not so 
well known. Consider, for instance the 
British air vice-marshall who was i~ter­
viewed on ABC Radio in 1980, and who 
authors Tame & Robotham quote being 
asked about whether he thought any 
Aboriginals could have been exposed to 
dangerous doses of radiation during the 
tests at Maralinga during the years 
1956 and 1957: 
This is of course nonsense. We rounded up the 
Aborigines and took them off to a safe place 
if my memory serves me right. We kept them 
there. We had the Australian regional officers 
to look after their arfairs. They were there, 
and we were responsible for their well-being, 
and when the tests were over, and the radi-
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on the test sites: 
There was nothing to stop them the signs 
were useless. During the two-and-a-half years I 
was there I would have personally seen the 
best part of 400 or 500 ... In some cases we 
would run a geiger counter over them in 
other cases not. We just weren't that int;res­
ted because we didn't understand the serious­
ness of the situation until some years later. 

Connolly also recalled, with horror, 
revisiting the small town of Yalata near 
Maralinga in 1980. He was reluctant to 
talk about this because Commonwealth 
police and medical teams were investi­
gating the area, but he said that he saw 
2~0 'very sicJc' Aboriginals there, partly 
blmd and listless; that is, displaying 
symptoms of radiation-connected sick­
ness. The local government official 
denied Connolly's story. 

One man recalls a stand-up row 
between an officer and a scientist over 
whether a contaminated area was safe 
en~ugh for a ground crew to go in. The 
officer won and the men went in. The 
weather was so stifling that they dis­
carded their protective overalls and 

I 
hoods. 

Pilots were ordered to fly into the 
mushroom clouds to collect samples· 
many of them were inadequately 
clothed and they often kept working 
when the needles of their geiger coun­
ters had gone off the dial. They had not 
been adequately informed of the risks 
they were taking. Nor had many of the 
ground crews who decontaminated the 
planes. 

If Maralinga reminded me that 
human nature remairls a constant, the 
book also makes quite clear that the 
world we inhabit certainly has changed. 
Many of the people involved in the tests 
possessed considerable knowledge about 
the character of that change in so far as 
the dangers of radiation were concerned, 
and hence bore a great burden of res­
ponsibility for the safety of others 
(soldiers, . civilian workers, Australian 
people, including Aboriginals) who 
might be unwitting victims of fallout. 
The evidence presented in Maralinga 
s~ggests the sobering thought that the 
higher the rank of the scientists the 
soldiers or the politicians the ~ore 
cavalier they were about th~ health and 
lives of those in their charge. 

Maralinga is not a mere journalistic 
expose. It is an expose. But it is also a 
valuable handbook for the scientific 
layperson in providing a readable 
history of the development of nuclear 
physics, nuclear weapons and radiation 
protection. The book stands as a forc­
ible warning that if we place unquestion­
ing trust in those with vested interests 
we do so to our cost. It should be man: 
datory reading for all those connected 
:,vith the . Australian uranium-mining 
mdustry, mcluding Labor politicians. 

Paul Begley 

Life After Nuclear War - The economic 
and social impacts of nuclear attacks on 
the United States, by Arthur M Katz 
Ballinger Publishing Company ' 
Washirlgton, 1982, 423 pages' 
(hardback). 

The idea that it is feasible to fight and 
survive a 'limited' nuclear war - one in 
which the USSR and USA exchange 
'counterforce' strikes aimed only at 
each other's missiles and military bases 
without incurring unacceptable civilian 
losses and permanent damage to their 
economies - has now become the con­
ventional wisdom of the USA's strategic 
planners. Following Presidential Directive 
59, the limited war concept has even 
become enshrined as official doctrine, 
superceding the previous doctrine of 
MAD (Mutually Assured Destruction) in 
which deterrence was guaranteed by the 
targeting of civilian centres. 

Systematically analysing all relevant 
information on the likely physical 
agricultural, medical, social, economi~ 
and psychological impacts of even the 
most 'limited' counterforce attack 
(ie directed only at USA missile silos and 

military bases), Katz concludes that 
there would be: 7-15 million 
immediate deaths· 10-20 million 
injuries; dislocation' of the whole food­
producing and distribution system. 
( through fallout, social disorganisation 
t~ansp~rt difficulties, and hoarding); 
disruption of key industries ( through 
both evacuation and 'bottlenecking' -
the dependence of a complex inter­
related industrial system on key 
materials, fuels or products that could 
no longer be supplied); overwhelming of 
the medical system by the millions 
inju~ed, which in turn would deny 
services to the conventionally ill and 
produce panic and trauma in the 
remaining population· and breakdowns 
in the USA's int~rnational trade 
relations, with collapse in international 
currencies and cutoffs in vital imports. 

Uncertainty about further attacks 
following the initial 'limited' strike 
would mean that massive evacuations 
of urban areas would have to be 
organised ( or would take place spon­
taneously as a result of panic). This 
would critically disrupt the whole 
economy of the country and create 
race, class, and urban/rural conflicts as 
the predominantly poor and black in~er 
suburban population evacuated to the 
predominantly white affluent rural areas. 

Even a limited nuclear attack would 
have such devastating and unpredict­
able consequences that any national 
leadersh~p would have difficulty 
controllmg the domestic and inter­
national forces unleashed. How would 
such a war be 'terminated' short of an 
all-?~t nuclear war? According to Katz, 
political control would slip away 
because, while the actual physical 
damage may have been qualitatively 
limited, there would be no guarantee 
that the limited attack would be 
perceived as such. If the public and 
leadership believed that they had been 
subjected to a large-scale attack then 
they might demand retaliation id kind 
leading to the very escalation which 
the 'limited war' doctrine assumes can 
be prevented. 

Katz also systematically analyses the 
effects of four other levels of nuclear 
attack, ranging from 100 to 500 one­
megaton warheads, both at the national 
level and at a regional level (Massa­
~husetts). In another chapter, he effect­
ively debunks the idea that mass evacu­
ation prior to a feared nuclear attack will 
be o±: much _use. British and Japanese 
expenence with evacuation on a much . 
smaller scale suggests that evacuation 
creates more problems than it solves 
and after one or two weeks would 
begin to wreak as much econo~ic and 
social damage as a nuclear attack itself. 

In short, Katz's analysis confirms 
what the nuclear disarmament move­
ment has long been saying: that in any 
nuclear conflict, no matter how limited 
~he survivors will find themselves envy: 
mg the dead. Starvation, disease, fear, 

and psychological trauma will sentence 
them to an uncertain futureless 
existence, devoid of hope ~nd meaning. 

Michael Hamel-Green 

Coast Alert edited by Thomas C Jackson 
and Diana Reische. Coast Alliance USA 
1981, 188 pages. $7.95 (soft cov~r). ' 

Coast Alert is the most absorbing 
collection of conservation essays I've 
read for years. And it should interest 
t~e sc~ent~s! as much as the layperson. 
Six scientific essays on widely different 
topics are introduced by a simply writ­
ten essay which brilliantly encapsulates 
them all in one man's experience of his 
native coastline. 

In the first essay, shoreline geologists 
record . attempts to stabilise shifting 
shores m an era of slowly rising sea 
l~vels. They report on the natural migra­
tion of the offshore sandy islands which 
has been happening for thousands of 
years and which distinguishes east 
coast USA. Yet an army of Canutes 
from property owners to the USA Bureau' 
of Engineers, has tried, at enormous 
expense, to stem such forces all along 
the coast . 

In the second section, a scientist from 
the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute 
Massachusetts, estimates that 'more' 
than 6 million tonnes of oil are released 
to the world's oceans every year'. 
Most of this oil, more than 90% yearly 
enters the marine environment through 
mundane - and thus scarcely visible -
sources. Useful comparisons of sub­
lethal and lethal effects of oil pollution 
on marine organisms and fisheries 
follow. 

The third paper, by the senior biolo­
gist at Woods Hole, records ten years 
monitoring of a small oil spill near 
Woods Hole. A single influx of oil from 
a rather small spill ten years ago has 
caused chronic pollution that still per­
sists. 

The fourth paper demolishes the 
Offshore Ecology Investigation by the 
Gulf Universities Research Consortium 
which is used by industry to illustrate 
the lack of adverse effects from oil ex­
traction operations. But this scientist 
claims that it indicates uniform pollu­
tion of the entire inshore shelf of 
Louisiana by oil industry activities. His 
studies ought to be widely exposed ti)', 
the Australian media before chronic 
pollution affects the Great Barrier 
Reef. 

The essay 'Can Marine Mammals 
Survive Man' argues that the future of 
most marine mammals may depend on 
our ability to preserve the coastal envi­
ronment and to share it with the ani­
mals. 

In 'The Politics of Pelicans' two Uni­
versity of California authors review the 
advantages and disadvantages of the 
Endangered Species Act. From the case 
of the California brown pelican they 
show the power of attempts to preserve 

Coast Alert 
Scientists Speak Out 

an endangered species to affect a series 
of coastal ecological problems which 
extend far beyond the rescue of a single 
b!eeding population. Endangered spe­
cies, they suggest, may play their most 
important role in attracting attention to 
and winning support for broad manage­
ment efforts. 

The final essay is by Professor Eu­
gene P. Odum. Odum once again attacks 
spe_cialisation in scientific discipline 
which has too often worked against the 
study of whole systems. 'Science and 
technology in the past half century 
have been so preoccupied with reduc­
tionism that larger supra-individual sys­
tems have suffered benign neglect. We 
are abysmally ignorant of the ecosystems 
of which we are dependent parts', he 
says. 

Much of this essay consists of a 
valuable __ discussion of the biological 
product1V1ty of wetlands. Woven into it 
is the claim that 'the new ecology 
demands that economic cost accounting 
of natural environments include not just 
"market value" of such things as fish and 
real estate. It must include public 
values those things like water purifica­
tion that until now have been considered 
the free work of nature'. Odum calls for 
extension of economic accounting to in­
clude the free work of nature. This is 
not an unexpected claim from the 
centre of the capitalist system and 
others make it too. In this reviewer's 
view, it is doomed to failure because it 
attempts to equate totally unlike values. 
When we can price friendship or love 
th~~ we will be well on the way to 
pncmg the long-term value to humanity 
of a major wetland. But as soon as we 
put a financial figure on a wetland 
some major firm or consortium wili 
discover it can pay that price and the 
wetland will be destroyed. Society's 
real problem is to divorce life support 
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systems, ecosystems, habitat, wildlife 
species and population survival from the 
market system. 

But that is the single disagreement I 
have with the most useful conservation 
book I have read for years. 

Milo Dunphy 

The Liberation of Life: From the cell to 
the community by Charles Birch and 
John B Cobb. Cambridge University 
Press, Cambridge, 1981, $34.50 
(hardback). 
Those concerned about the environ­
mental degradation which has accom­
panied the rise of western civilisation 
often put a lot of the blame ?n ?~r 
judeo-christian values and our sc1entif1c 
outlook. The authors of this book do 
not think that religion and science have 
been entirely blameless. But they do 
believe that recent developments in 
science, and a christian point of view, 
properly understood, can encourage the 
development of an ecological and soci31l 
consciousness. They call for a change m 
our concept of life and for human liber­
ation, and argue that these things go 
together. 

The world picture which Birch and 
Cobb present rests on developments in 
biology which they claim undermine _the 
mechanistic view of world as machme. 
From the level of atomic structure up­
ward organisms and indeed non-living 
things - are not independent and self­
contained mechanisms, but depend es­
sentially on their inter-relations with 
other things. For example, the way pro­
teins are constructed by DNA molecules 
depends on the environment of a cell; 
and the way genes operate is influenced 
at every stage by environmental facto!s. 
This integration of the elements of hfe 
with their environment is reflected on 
another level by the integration of living 
and non-living things in an ecological 
system. Once we realise that all things 
are 'constituted' by their relations to 
each other, we will find it more difficult 
to see the human species, or ourselves, 
as separate and self-contained .. We, t<;>o, 
are constituted by our relations with 
each other and our relations with our 
environment. 

Birch and Cobb go on to argue that 
a proper appreciation of these inter­
relations has moral and social implica­
tions. It teaches us a respect for life 
and its possibilities, and it underwrites 
attempts to liberate people from unjust 
social conditions and the search for a 
'just and sustainable world'. 

The authors' world view is not logical-
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ly airtight - and it's not meant to be. 
Not all plausible connections have to be 
logical ones. But it's possible to accept 
their view of living things and disagree 
with their ideas about values and social 
goals. Every reader will probably object 
to something in this book. 

What is valuable and stimulating 
about the book is its attempt to bring 
together scientific theories, values and 
views about social life. It does this 
without mystifying readers with techni­
cal terms or obscurities. Any person 
who likes philosophical argument and is 
not afraid of a few difficulties should 
get a lot out of it. In writing The 
Liberation of Life the authors were 
themselves combating the compart­
mentalised, fragmented points of view 
which are all too common among philo­
sophers, scientists and other specialists 
- a way of thinking which they believe 
modern science has made obsolete. 

But has it? The reductionist explana­
tions which are still popular in the life 
sciences, the search that still goes on for 
a new technological fix, suggests that 
the views which Birch and Cobb oppose 
are very much alive. Perhaps, as many 
critics claim, the message of modern 
science is not so clear and unambiguous 
as Birch and Cobb think. Or perhaps 
there are social forces at work, in 
science and in society as a whole, which 
are encouraging the anti-ecological and 
anti-human practices which the authors 
deplore. Birch and Cobb have written a 
very humane book, but sometimes it 
seems a far too gentle one. 

Janna L Thompson 

The Other Side of the Frontier by 
Henry Reynolds, History Department, 
James Cook University of North 
Queensland, Townsville, 1981, 217 
pages, $11.50 (soft cover). 

The value of this book lies in its ability 
to make people think, to create a total 
picture from what used to be shattered 
pieces of information. Henry Reynolds 
has managed to unchain, both intellec­
tually and emotionally, historians' ac­
counts from non-Aboriginal Australians' 
19th-century origins. He has embraced 
the other side of the frontier and created 
an exciting yet tragic picture of our 
past. He has given 'academic validity' 
to the Aboriginal peoples' place within 
Australian history, which in the past 
has only been a quaint archaeological 
remnant. 

Reynolds has refused to accept that 
there was simply a meeting and subse­
quent conquest between two races. He 
has clearly demonstrated the significance 
of such a dramatic meeting for the 
Aboriginal people, in terms of the reality 
of emotions and experiences. 
What was it really like when an Aboriginal 
first saw a European; the colour of the skin, 
the clothes worn, the possessions, foodstuffs 
and stock? 

The author has demonstrated an in-

depth search for an understanding of 
the Aboriginal response to the European 
invasion. He asks questions such as: 
If Europeans were seen as reincarnated 
relatives by Aboriginals, what type and 
degree of resistance, if any, would occur? 
What of the different cultural concepts: 
Aboriginal reciprocity compared to European 
proprietorial rights? 
Aboriginal revenge not territorial conquest. 
Judicial rather than martial law. 
How did the Europeans fit into this pre­
sumably age-old pattern of revenge and 
reprisal? 
What were the reasons for killing? 
What role did 'sorcery', 'magic', 'religion', 
play in the conquest? 
The author has asked the obvious but 
previously unasked questions relating 
to the frontier situation. 

Reynolds has brought together in­
formation on the numbers of people 
killed on the frontier and on the meth­
ods used by Aboriginals - the changes 
necessary to traditional methods of con­
flict as a response to a changing environ­
ment. Incorporated also is the value of 
traditional skills such as 'bush craft', 
knowledge of the environment and 
effective surveillance. 

The chapter entitled Politics of 
Conflict breaks new ground by creating 
a Gestalt picture. What has been seem­
ingly irrelevant information is seized 
upon by the author wit!t gr~at enthus­
iasm and an explanation 1s offered, 
thro~gh questions like: 

What was the effect on Aboriginal society 
of the decline of power for the elderly men, 
and the new found power thrust into the 
hands of the younger men? 

What control and limitations were waged on 
Aboriginals entering the European world? 

Finally, the study of contact bet­
ween the pastoral frontier and others 
such as the maritime and mining indus­
tries explores the vast range of experi­
ences and tactics employed by the 
Aboriginals, and the resulting Aboriginal 
lifestyles. 

This book is recommended to all 
Australians concerned with a more 
balanced account of their history. It is 
essential reading for history teachers, at 
all levels. Senior secondary students will 
find it an invaluable source of know­
ledge; however, to extract the greatest 
amount of information the student 
should approach the book with seg­
mented direction from the teacher and 
constant class discussion. 

The concepts discussed in The Other 
Side of the Frontier are abstract in 
comparison with Australian history to 
date. A new perspective has been 
offered through this book. 

Nerida Blair 
Aboriginal Education Services 

The Spiral Path: A gay contribution to 
human survival by David Fernbach. Gay 
Men's Press, London, 1981, 236 pages, 
£3.75 (soft cover). 

In 1973 an essay entitled 'Towards A 
Marxist Theory of Gay Oppression' 
appeared in a now defunct British pub­
lication, Gay Marxist. Written by David 
Fernbach, the essay 'tried to develop 
the classical Marxist theory of the 
family to deal with the specific character 
of gay oppression'. The essay reflected, 
as well as helped to create, a growing 
interest by lesbian-feminists and gay 
men in what marxist theory and prac­
tice had to offer their autonomous 
movement and wider change. Since then 
this project has continued with varying 
degrees of rigour; and few have been 
more conscientious than David Fern­
bach. 

In The Spiral Path: A gay contribu­
tion to human survival Fernbach con­
tinues in this manner. He moves far 
beyond his earlier position, which he 
now sees 'as vitiated by an unwilling­
ness to question central dogmas of 
Marxism'. And he goes out of his way 
to challenge the hegemonic strength 
of marxist theoretical discourses and 
practices while he suggests: 'The crisis 
which makes possible and necessary the 
advance to a communist society is a 
global contradiction between scientific 
technology and the system of social 
relations based on violence, its present 
form being the twin threats of nuclear 
war and ecological catastrophe.' 

Fernbach persuasively argues in four 
chapters (The Gender System, Homo­
sexuality And Gayness, The Crisis Of 
Humanity, The Way Ahead) and an 
Afterword (Beyond Communism) that 
'we are still far too cowed by the dog­
matized Marxism of the masculine 
Left'; and that the feminist and gay 
movements 'have a special contribution 

to make, by working to erode the mas­
culine specialization in violence that 
underpins class society, the state and 
the endemic warfare between states'. 

Although Fernbach more than ade­
quately contests th'e capability of 
marxism to be a totalising theory 
around which to organise a program 
for social change, he still seems to be 
searching for 'one way'. Nonetheless, 
the book has much to offer, especially 
the sections on gender; and ·throughout 
the course of his text Fernbach makes 
a substantial contribution to a discussion 
which needs to concern us all, no 
matter what our sexual orientation 
human survival. Dave Sargent 

Hereis the Other News, 80 pages, £1.25. 
Where is the Other News?, 80 pages, 
£1.25. The Other Secret Service, 32 
pages, £0.60. Rolling Our Own, 120 
pages, £2.25. News Limited, 176 pages, 
£3.25. All by Minority Press Group and 
Campaign for Press Freedom, 1980, 
_ 1981, London (soft covers). 

Distribution is the fundamental theme 
of this British series. The distributionh 
problem explains why Spare Rib, 'a 
successful feminist magazine, sells 
20 000 copies worldwide while 
Cosmopolitan sells half a million copies 
in Britain alone. It explains why The 
Leveller, a controversial left newspaper, 
can't increase its circulation despite 
the wide publicity received by its ex­
clusive news stories. 

One solution to the distribution 
problem which Australian small 
magazines such as Chain Reaction share 
with the British - appears to lie in the 
French system. There, legislation 
guarantees distribution to all publi­
cations through the huge Nouvelles 

Messageries de la Press Parisienne 
(NMPP). The assistance doesn't stop 
there - special concessions, rebates and 
loans are available to publications with 
circulations below 30 000 copies. The 
French system is described fully in The 
Other Secret Service, the third of the 
series. 

The first two volumes look at· the 
distribution problem in Britain and at 
how the local commercial press has been 
challenged by community newspapers 
using a variety of distribution tech­
niques. Decision-making issues are dealt 
with in Here is the Other News, Rolling 
Our Own and News Limited, which 
detail a number of heirarchical and non­
hierarchical attempts at organising and 
running magazines, and publishing and 
printing operations. Rolling Our Own 
deals with women's organisations in­
volved in each of these activities, 
examining the rationale for organisations 
composed entirely of women and 
looking at publishers such as Virago and 
The Women's Press, and at several 
printing firms. News Limited deals with 
the faults of the mainstream British 
press from the inside and describes one 
attempt to create an alternative. 

This series of books is a very valuable 
contribution to the debate over control 
of the media, a debate which for a 
number of reasons has tailed off disap­
pointingly in Australia. Our press 
cannot be said to be free while 
economic factors remain the central 
restricting influence. The French dis­
tribution system, although it has 
emerged from particular historical con­
ditions, provides a provocative contrast 
and emphasises a single fact that there 
is a market for radical magazines -
which we should use as a starting point 
for a renewed assault on Australia's 
monopoly press. 

Peter Browne 

The Handbook of Non-Sexist Writing 
for Writers, Editors and Speakers, by 
Casey Miller and Kate Swift, The 
Women's Press, London, 1982, 
109 pages (soft cover). 

Man used to mean an adult human of 
either sex. In Anglo-Saxon times wif 
meant adult female and wer meant an 
adult male. Wifman (adult female 
person) eventually evolved into the 
modern term woman and man became 
the word for adult male. 

It was not until the late eighteenth 
century that man and men ceased to be 
used as generalisations for all adult 
humans. By this time writers were re­
ferring to the 'actions of men' which 
presumably applied to all people, but 
then gave themselves away in lines 
such as 'workers and their wives and 
children'. (Not incidentally, it was at 
this time that women were being 
forced out of the paid workforce and 
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... from page3 
community groups - almost 
as an extension of women's 
history as charity workers. 

But unfortunately, the 
presence of equal or greater 
numbers of women in an 
organisation does not, by 
itself, mean an end to sexist 
ideologies. 
• Having more women than 
men at a meeting doesn't 
mean that women will speak 
for as long as men do, nor 
ensure that women have 
equal decision-making power 
with men. We are all brought 
up to believe that men are 
natural leaders and thus 
accept their proposals more 
readily. 
• Having more women than 
men in an organisation doesn't 
mean that women will be 
proportionately represented 
at 'the top'. There is a 
tendency for men to assume 
positions of power regardless. 
• Having more women than 
men in an organisation doesn't 
mean, for instance, that it 
won't still be a man who is 
the media representative -
using a press release typed 
by a woman. 

To understand the oppres­
sion of women over the cen­
turies is not an admission of 
weakness on behalf of all 
women. Likewise, it is not a 
sign of individual failure for 
even those of us who are 
articulate, committed femi­
nists to admit that sometimes 
we slip back into the old 
stereotypes and defer to men. 

Sexism is hard to over­
come. We can't do it singly, 
we can't do it without the 
concurrent effort to remove 
oppression by class and race, 
and we certainly can't do it 
if we don't raise and debate 
the issues now. 

Karina Veal 
Jill Taylor 

Margie Kaye 
Melbourne, Vic 

I would like to commend 
Chain Reaction for publishing 
the article by Kimberley 
O'Sullivan in the last issue. I 
think it augers well for FOE's 

development that it is able to 
publish an article which raises 
and criticises sexism present 
in its own organisation. 

The issue of sexism is one 
women contend with daily. 
It would be hopeful to believe 
that the publication of 
Kimberley's article could 
highlight the on-going 
difficulties women are facing, 
and lead to open discussions 
on such issues within your 
organisation and the 
environment movement as a 
whole. 

Isobel Attwood 
Carlton, Vic 

Can one 'movement' be all 
things to all people? Probably 
not, but I thoroughly support 
Kimberley O'Sullivan in her 
contribution to the debate on 
'Ecology and Ideology' 
(CR 28). 

I do so fully aware that 
my practice falls a long way 
short of my theory, and that 
I personally need lots of jolts 
to remember that my (male) 
view is not the common one. 
Since my major concern is for 
the ecology movement to 
realise that the substantive 
issue is decision-making 
power, I've felt for a number 
of years that the radical 
feminists' insistence on self­
determination was the most 
valuable political dynamic 
around. But how to support 
that view and make use of 
its insights? 

It's not easy. For instance, 
I feel that Down-To-Earth 
and the so-called alternative 
lifestyles movement have 
degenerated for the very 
reasons that Ki_mberley 
speaks of. But what are the 
words to turn a 'brick-wall' 
into a hearing aid? Many 
people say that they are 
listening and that they agree 
with you, but can't see how it 
refers to them personally. I 
have the greatest difficulty in 
coping with real or implied 
criticism, and feel that praise 
would achieve more. But how 
can I be praised for neglect of 
something I claim to 
understand? 

Men's Liberation, for want 
of a better label, has yet to go 
through its first stage. No 
wonder radical feminists have 
gone off to work on their own 
self-determined priorities. 

Bob James 
Moonee Ponds, Vic 

Environment staff 
After reading an article in 
Chain Reaction on the 
dwindling resources of the 
federal Environment 
Department, I placed a 
question on notice to the 
Minister for Home Affairs 
and Environment requesting 
exact staff numbers in the 
Department from December 
1972 to January 1982. 

When the figures given were 
analysed, it was seen that 
there has been very little 
change in staff numbers (79 
to 105) from the Environment 
Department in 1972. If the 
staff employed by authorities 
responsible for National Parks 
and Wildlife, the Great Barrier 
Reef and Aligator River are 
included, the current number 
of staff is seen to be about 
250. 

I feel that the whole point 
of these figures is that they are 
so very low. Two hundred 
and fifty people to administer 
the needs of 7 682 000 sq km 
of extremely diverse and 
delicate ecosystems is an 
appallingly small number. 

After all, we depend on our 
environment for our survival. 

Colin Mason 
Senator for NSW 

Deputy Leader of the 
Australian Democrats 

Parliament House, ACT 

We were wrong 
While I recognise the 
difficulties in ascertaining and 
correcting all proofing errors, 
I am angry. I have already 
requested an apology for the 
two proofing errors in my 
'Ecology and Ideology' article 
in Chain Reaction 27. 

CR 28, page 18 included 
an apology tor one error. It 
also did not state what had 
been the previous error as in 
the 'We Were Wrong' on page 
34 of the same edition. 

Margie Kaye 
Northcote, Vic 

Honeymoon views 

* In December 1981 the 
Coalition for a Nuclear Free 
Australia decided that the 
Honeymoon uranium mine 
would be the site for the first 
nationally coordinated protest 
against uranium mining. The 
Honeymoon mine in 
particular was chosen to draw 
attention to the potentially 
dangerous type of mining 

method proposed. 
On 14 May 1982, the 

weekend of activity began. 
All through the day and night 
people from all over Australia 
arrived. By the following 
morning around 450 people 
had gathered. Together with 
locals from Broken Hill and 
the nearby Aboriginal town 
Wilcania, we marched down 
the main street and then set 
out in cavalcade to the base 
camp at Mingary, a ghost 
town close to the mine. 

Splits within the protesters 
arose because there were 
many people who signed up 
at the last minute and were 
not prepared to make a 
decision before the march 
which may have made them 
feel committed t0 participate. 
They had obviously not 
thought about what they 
were letting themselves in 
for and when confronted 
decided that singing songs 
and chanting was the best 
course of action. Naturally, 
those of us who were 
involved for some time were 
more prepared for direct 
action. One group of people 
decided to go ahead and 
attempt to pull down the 
mine fence without the 
support of the rest of the 
protesters. Had the whole 
group participated in this we 
would have shown strength 
and anger at the mining 
companies, instead it showed 
a lack of co-operation between 
protesters. 

As Karl, a protester 
recently arrived from West 
Germany wrote in the CANE 
Adelaide newsletter: 

Direct actions and militancy are 
never good or bad per se. It always 
depends on the historical, political 
situation. Militant actions seem 
to be necessary now in Germany 
but the political scenery in 
Australia is completely different. 
There was an obvious lack of 
awareness about this fact at 
Honeymoon. A political strategy 
for the Australian anti-nuclear 
movement was missing. 

Let's hope that Germany 
never becomes a pattern for the 
Australian anti-nuclear movement. 
The opposite is true: by blocking 
the uranium mining here, we can 
give the European movement 
hope. It's an international issue 
and we can only win with 
international solidarity. 

Trish Anderson 
Fitzroy, Vic 

* After the recent Honeymoon 
occupation I could have felt 
elated but I didn't - despite 

(I) 
(I) 

the euphoric back-slapping 
surrounding me. Inner debates 
gnawed at me as I drove back 
to Broken Hill. What's 
happened to the anti-nuclear 
message? - or is it the 
medium? The implications of 
Australia's first uranium mine 
occupation reach into the 
future. 

The occupation itself was 
mostly successful within its 
limits, though it should have 
been better and it should have 
been bigger. Very few people 
from Broken Hill decided to 
join in even though many 
of them are concerned by 
uranium mining and the final, 
all-encompassing truth 
nuclear weapons exist. The 
rally through Broken Hill was 
touched with supreme irony. 
Four hundred activists 
marched down Argent Street 
with a banner proclaiming 
'Honeymoon Closed By The 
People' but the people simply 
gaped. Most seemed more 
amused than moved, enjoying 
the spectacle between forays 
into the shops. At 
Honeymoon itself, the 
speakers harped on 'the 
people', but few indicated 
any ability to relate to 

Honeymoon protesters march through Broken Hill 
moderate, humdrum suburbia. problem was exemplified by 
There seemed little the Honeymoon handbook. 
understanding of the fears While containing some basic 
and insecurities of ordinary information on Australian 
people, or of how they could uranium mines, half of its 24 
be drawn in. pages dealt with largely 

My feeling is that Broken irrelevant, left-liberal topics: 
Hill people were principally Land Rights, Overcoming 
kept away by the protestors Masculine Oppression, 
involvements in other, often Consensus Politics, and the 
political, issues. One woman I Law and You to name a few. 
spoke to said bluntly 'I'm Along Argent Street it 
against uranium mining but misfired badly in winning any 
I'm also against land rights. If new adherents to the 
it had been solely about anti-uranium cause. 
uranium mining I would have Finally, the single most 
been in it'. This type of remarkable aspect of the 

for students and others trying to find 
their way around sexist terminology 
whilst remaining grammatically correct 
and avoiding cumbersome expressions. 
Miller and Swift have many suggestions 
about how to remove unnecessary 
gender identifications and deal extreme­
ly well with the problematic gender­
specific pronouns. 

However the best thing about this 
handy little book is that it provides 
sound arguments and grammatic and 

entire protest was that 
dangers of nuclear war 
remained a side issue. Of all 
the prominent banners not 
one mentioned nuclear 
weapons or war the clear 
issues that almost anyone can 
relate to. 

The Honeymoon protesters 
travelled thousands of 
kilometres for the occupation >­
but, sadly, failed to limit their ~ 
aims and methods to u. 
something everyone can ~ 
support - peace. Closing u 
Australia's uranium mines 
isn't likely without the 
overwhelming opposition of 
ordinary people the people 
along Argent Street. 

Ed Stokes 
Broken NSW 

*These letters have been 
edited for space reasons. 
You are invited to write 
letters to Chain Reaction with 
your comments on the 
magazine or on other issues 
of interest to you. Letters 
longer than 300 words may 
be edited or may not be 
printed. Write today to Chain 
Reaction, Room 14, Floor 4, 
37 Swanston St, Melbourne, 
Vic 3000, Australia. 

z 
0 
I-

linguistic evidence for those of us who and areas of interest of over 800 organi­
have to get up time and time again to sations. The information is concise and 
argue that chairman, and many other clearly presented, and the book has 
expressions, are sexist terms which both the organisation's name and the 
consciously or unconsciously exclude subject indexes. 
women and negate our contributions. The unfortunate aspect of it is that 

~ specifically denied political rights.) 
~ Casey Miller and Kate Swift put a 
2 clear and persuasive case for man as a 
LU false generic in their excellent Hand­
~ book of Non-Sexist Writing for Writers, 
3: Editors and Speakers. The authors' 

This book also puts the lid on those as many as 300 or 400 groups either 
'enlightened' men who think that they are not aware of the book or choose not 
are being ever so clever and funny when to provide information for p~blicati?~· 
they talk about wopersons, chairthing~,, I hope many more groups will partic1-
or call a person whose name is Couch- pate in the next edition. Meanwhile, 
man Couchperson, and so on. this remains a useful publication from 

earlier book Words and Women (avail­
able in Penguin) was a pioneering work 
on sexism and language. This new book 
has been specifically revised for the 
British reader and includes samples of 
sexist writing taken from British news­
papers. Sexist writing is that which ex­
cludes trivialises, marginalises or deni­
grates ~omen and their achievements. 

With its detailed table of contents, 
this book is an essential reference for all 
people committed to non-sexist writing 
and speaking. It is particularly useful 

' Jeannie Rea ACF. Leigh Holloway 

The Green Pages - Directory of non­
government environmental groups in 
Australia by the Australian Conservation 
Foundation, Melbourne, 1982, 
96 pages, $15.90 (soft cover). 

If you want to contact almost any, or 
perhaps all, non-government environ­
mental groups in Australia this book is 
essential. It gives the name, address, 
contact person, telephone number, 
number of members, name of journal 

Other books worth mention: 
How to Stay Out of the Gynecologist's 

Office by the Federation of Feminist 
Women's Health Centers, Peace Press, 
Culver City, 1981, 136 pages, 
$6.95 (soft cover). 

Victims of the Law: Black Queenslanders 
Today by Garth Nettheim, George 
Allen and Un win, Sydney, 1981, 200 
pages, $9.95 (soft cover). 
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ueensland 
onservation 
ouncil 

PO Box 238 
North Quay 
Queensland 4000 
147 Ann Street 
Brisbane 
Queensland 4000 
Tel: (07) 221 0188 

The Queensland Conservation Council 
is a non-government non-profit organi­
sation which represents the interests of 
conservation and environmental groups 
throughout the state. Established in 
1969 to coordinate the activities of its 
members, the council currently has 70 
member bodies and over 500 individual 
members. Apart from its coordinating 
role, the QCC is increasingly being 
called upon to provide the conservation 
viewpoint by government authorities, 
the media, various institutions and 
politicians, and has thereby been identi­
fied as the environmental advocate for 
community interest groups in Queens­
land. 

As the major umbrella organisation 
for a broad spectrum of interest groups, 
the QCC is involved in a wide variety of 
issues related to nature conservation, 
resource and energy usage, pollution, 
industrial development, land use, and 
environmental legislation and admini­
stration. While many of the council's 
member bodies are actively involved 
in lobbying campaigns associated with 
their specific issues, the QCC has 
tended to concentrate its efforts on 
issues that are perceived to be of state 
and national significance, such as the 
Great Barrier Reef, rainforests, oil 
shale development, toxic chemicals. In 
this regard, the council not only coordi­
nates groups with an interest in such 
issues but also undertakes research to 
provide information to support these 
campaigns. However, not all environ­
mental issues in Queensland are covered 
by a specific interest group and in 
these cases the QCC seeks to stimulate 
the formation of such an organisation 
or local action group. Where this is 
unsuccessful, the council continues to fill 
the gap to the best of its abilities and 
limited resources by community edu-
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Queensland Conservation Council Environment Outlet Bookshop. 
cation programs, media coverage of 
conservationists' concerns, and direct 
lobbying of decision makers. Issues 
such as air, water and noise pollution, 
transport, arid-land uses and recycling 
are just some of the vital areas in 
Queensland where more work needs to 
be done to make the community more 
aware of the conservation viewpoint. 

The QCC started off, like many 
other conservation groups, in being a 
purely voluntary organisation with no 
office and no paid staff. However in 
1976, following the receipt of a grant 
from the federal government, a small 
office was established in Brisbane and a 
full-time worker employed. This has 
now cixpanded to four full-time and one 
part-time staff members. However 
volunteers still play a vital role in help­
ing the QCC attempt to cope with all 
the demands constantly being placed on 
it, and they help out with routine 
office work, research, publicity and 
serving in the bookshop. 

The council also manages the Brisbane 
Environment Centre as an integral part 
of its operations. As well as providing a 
base for the QCC's staff, the centre ser­
vices the needs of its Brisbane-based 
member bodies by supplying office 
space, administrative support, meeting 
rooms and information resources. 
Another major role of the centre is 
meeting the every-increasing public 
demand for information on environ­
mental topics, particularly from second­
ary school students. The library resources 
of books, journals, newsletters, pamph­
lets, newspaper clippings, maps and 
audio-visual material are heavily used, 

and a large number of phone and written 
requests are also handled each week. 

The council publishes books and 
pamphlets on current environmental 
issues, such as Moreton Island and herbi­
cides, and also produces a monthly 
newsletter outlining activities and issues 
involving the QCC and its members. 

A ten-person executive committee is 
elected annually by the members, and 
meets monthly to determine priorities 
for action, administer the council, 
and oversee the management of the 
environment centre. Bi-monthly general 
meetings are also held featuring guest 
speakers, films, etc on current environ­
mental topics. 

The QCC's major source of funding 
comes from its federal government 
grant, membership fees, donations and, 
more recently, from the sale of publica­
tions from its bookshop, Environment 
Outlet. This street-front shop, across the 
road from the environment centre, 
stocks a wide range of books, magazines, 
posters, stickers and notepaper on con­
servation and related topics. Apart from 
over-the-counter sales, there is also 
an expanding mail-order service 
throughout all Australian states, particu­
larly to schools. 

Membership fees for bodies wishing 
to join the QCC range from $18 to $45 
depending on the size of the organisa­
tion, while individuals can join for $10 
($17 for families and $6 for students 
and pensioners). 

Anyone· wishing to find out more 
about the QCC, or any other conserva­
tion organisation in Queensland, should 
contact the council at the above address. 

(.) 
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Join us for an adventure of the rarest kind. 
From sailing in the tropics to exploring the frozen 

wilderness of Antarctica. From trekking in the 
Himalavas to riding camels across the vast deserts of 
Asia. We offer ad,~ntures in everv continent. 

In Australia we present a stunning programme of 
weekend and week-long outdoor activities. Ballooning. 
windsurfing. climbing courses. bushwalking. abseiling. 
hang-gliding. cycle touring. camel riding. diving. 
caving. cross-country skiing and white-water rafting. 
Sydney: 
AUSTRALIAN HIMALAYAN EXPEDITIONS 
159 Cathedral Street Woolloomooloo NSW 2011 
Phone (02) 357 3555 
Melbourne: 
OUTDOOR TRAVEL CENTRE 
377 Little Bourke Street Melbourn~ VIC 3000 
Phone (03) 67 3354 
Adelaide: 
THOR ADVENTURE TRAVEL 
Phone: (08) 212 7857 

-----------------------------------),{;-----Please send me your FREE colour catalogues1of 
adventure holidays. Name ________ _ 

WANT TO STUDY 
THE ENVIRONMENT? 

Tasmania offers special opportunities 
in this field. 

The University of Tasmania offers a 
two-year postgraduate degree for· 
Master of Environmental Studies 
by course-work or research, and 

Doctor of Philosophy by research. 

for information write to Dr R. Jones, 
Centre for Environmental Studies, 

University of Tasmania, GPO Box 252C, 
Hobart 7001 

Tasmania 
the environment state 

Bicycle 
Tasmania 
and 
NE 
Victoria 

We specialize in quality, low-cost bicycle tours. Our 
thoughtfully designed trips provide relaxing recreation in 
scenic regions of Tasmania, Victoria and New South Wales. 

During January tours will be conducted in N.E. Victoria 
and along Tasmania's East Coast. A support vehicle and 
cook accompany all tours. 

Contact us for FREE BROCHURE. 

Harrington's 
Bicycle Tours 
PO Box 234 
Belgrave, Vic. 3160 
Tel: (03) 755 1340 (2-7 PM) 

High Country 
Walks (4-7 Day) 

Crystal clear mountain streams, magnificent wild­
flowers & panoramic views are yours to enjoy this 
summer. Our fully outfitted walking holidays are in 
Kosciusko National Park & Tasmania. 

Other Adventures include:-

•Whitewater Rafting 
& Kayaking.• Climbing 
& Bicycle Touring 

For a Brochure write to:­
Wilderness Expeditions 

P.O. Box 755 
Cooma NSW 2630 

Telephone (0648) 21 587 



The Chain Reactiqn Sydney Collective has been going 
for about eight months. We need more people. The work 
can be as little or as much as you want; it's stimulating 

and satisfying; a great way to use or learn skills. Work to 
be done ranges from that of a reviews editor here in 
Sydney, working on Action Guide and Earth News, 

producing a radio ad, laying out pages of Chain Reaction 
in Sydney, encouraging groups to use Chain Reaction, 

supplying and finding photos and other graphics, 
researching wticles, mailing out the magazine ,q.uarterly 
to Friends of the Earth members, working on sales in 

shops and ... the things to do are endless. 

To have the Sydney collect ive actively working on and 
through the magazine we need people power .. . t hat's 

where you come in. If you're inte rested ring and discuss 
your involvement w ith Trish Luker or Jenny Ouealy 

on (02) 211 3953 . 
(Leave a message if we're not in.) 

Come on , give us a call. 




