






































blockade of the submarine ... l noted 
with some amusement how, when the 
coastguard boards Pacific Peacemaker, 
Bill has his hands up and a rifle trained 
on him while Ian, pushed to the deck, 
calmly continues playing his ukelele. 
Such are the diverse images we see of 
subversion and resistance! 

The film was financed by scores of 
individuals and organisations active in 
the peace movement. To keep costs low, 
David Roberts photographed the film 
himself on Super-8. It was then trans­
ferred to video and from there to a 
regular l 6mm print for theatrical release. Diablo Canyon nuclear reactor, from the film Dark Circle. The Voyage of Pacific Peacemaker 
is a good introduction to nuclear free 
Pacific issues for those who are new to 
the peace movement and a refreshing 
boost for those who need no intro­
duction. 

nuclear power plants pose to local I viewer's sense of being isolated and 
communities. This is the dark circle. embattled. 

The people whose faces dominate The film does at least try to connect 
the film are all, in some sense, victims. the suffering of families in Rocky Flats 
Their contradictory and complex with the horror of nuclear weapons. It 
responses are there for us, though does this best by talking to the victims 
insufficiently analysed perhaps of Nagasaki and Hiroshima. It also does 
because of the limitations imposed by this, in a very heavy-handed way , through 
the format of archival material and the device of trying to pull the story 
interviews. There are the admirable together around the li'fe of its narrator 
women from around Diablo Canyon (and director) , Judy Irving. She was 
agitating and organising to stop a new born at the dawn of the atomic age, 
nuclear power plant (which was finally grew up learning to 'duck and cover' at 
halted, not long before its planned the sound of the siren, and finally began 
start-up date, because of the discovery to question the benefits of the nuclear 
of just the kind of human error in industry when she discovered the 

Martha Ansara is a film-maker living in 
Sydney. 

Dark Circle, produced and directed by 
Chris Beaver, Judy Irving and Ruth . 
Landy, 16 mm, colour, 82 minutes. 
Available from Sydney Filmmakers 
Co-operative, Tel: (02) 33 0721. 
Reviewed by Belinda Probert 

At the centre of Dark Circle is the construction that its opponents insisted extent of its threat to human lives. But 
Rocky Flats nuclear weapons plant near was inevitable.) There is the woman in we never see her face, and therefore do 
Denver, USA, and the families that live Rocky Flats who knows how contami- not really care for her. In fact her voice 
close by. These families talk about their nated her backyard is, who is able to is , in the end, irritating in its gentle 
lives between clips of fascinating and move away, to a personal solution, insistence. 
chilling archival film of the production recognising that she is passing her Dark Circle is informative and reveal­
and testing of nuclear weapons. A backyard on to a family like her own. ing. It is also deeply touching at certain 
young worker at the plant has a brain And there is perhaps the most pointed moments (almost despite itself) and 
tumor, shockingly visible, and dies as response of all, almost missed by the earnest. What would be interesting is the 
the film is being made. A local builder film, of the farmer who knows plutonium response of the non-committed. Might 
talks about his daughter and the lump is maiming his animals, but who still they simply want to see the safer 
on her knee, and we know she is dead . · believes that nuclear weapons must be production of nuclear weapons? 
A farmer describes the appalling. made. (Would it be alright if they 
deformities appearing in his stock . could be made without these terrible, 

Rocky Flats is contaminated with poisonous leaks?) 
Belinda Probert teaches 
Monash University and 
member of People 
Disarmament. 

sociology at 
is an active 
for Nuclear 

A Voice for the Wilderness, directed by 
Chris Wilcox and Michael Balson, 
16 mm and video, colour and black & 
white, 50 minutes. Available from 
Sydney Filmmakers Co-operative, 
Tel: (02) 33 0721. 

plutonium, the residue from the What is completely missing from the 
manufacture of hydrogen bombs - a film are the faces (and arguments) 
substance of quite unbelievable toxicity behind the nuclear power industry and 
which remains lethal for 250 000 years. the nuclear weapons industry. The 
And the other main focus of Dark people who make profits from nuclear 
Circle is the creation of plutonium as an power, who send USA servicemen into 
inevitable by-product of nuclear power radioactive clouds, and who believe in 
for electricity, and the inescapable nuclear defence remain invisible. And 
connection between nuclear power and by being invisible, or hidden behind 
nuclear weapons. familiar corporate symbols, they remain 

The film seeks to emphasise the elusive. Why do so many propagandist Reviewed by Jenny Quealy 
connections between the suffering of films assume that it is not necessary to 
the survivors of Nagasaki, the suffering engage with the 'enemy'. It's as though 
of USA veterans who took part in the makers of such films assume that 
atomic tests, the family tragedies in they will only be watched by the 
Rocky Flats and the threat which converted, and it only adds to the 
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A Voice for the Wilderness tells the 
story of the plight of rainforests world­
wide, concentrating on the rapid 
changes that have occurred on the New 

South Wales coast over the last 200 
years of white settlement. The film 
documents change in the rainforest 
ecosystem over thousands of years, 
and in the relationship of humankind 
to that ecosystem in a fraction of that 
time. 

The rainforest of Hastings Valley is 
shown, over a period of time, being 
destroyed by the removal of trees, 
leading to the disappearance of plant 
and animal species. Shown is all the 
beauty of the rainforest . Shown, also, 
are snig tracks , tree felling , and the 
on-site battles between the loggers 
and 'greenies ' . 

The film is an historical overview, 
from early European pioneer settle­
ment to 1982. The film covers aspects 
of the changes in social thought that 
have given rise to a new social move­
ment. The film proudly states the half a 
million membership of environment 
groups in Australia, and concludes 
that conservation is a new form of 
nationalism. 

Captured on film are many of the 
participants of the so called 'Battle of 
the Hastings '. There is an explanation of 
Aboriginal culture in relation to the 
forests ecosystem, and of how tribal 
life in the area was eroded with the 
coming of the 'timber-getters '. There is 
archival footage, both humorous and 
saddening, of pioneer loggers , and 
interviews with today 's loggers, in the 
forests and in the pubs. 

There is one logger who understands 
the issues, and realises that propaganda 
against the environmentalists is propa­
gated by the timber industry. There are 
other loggers from families with a 
history in logging who believe the claims 
of the timber industry, who are irate at 
the interference of government and city 
folk - the 'greenies'. 

The battle of the Hastings we are 
told was one of words; words at 
industry-organised , anti-conservation 
rallies, words in the Land and Environ­
ment Court, words in the NSW govern­
ment 's Rainforest Cabinet Committee. 
This battle was one bogged down by 
antagonism, and clouding of the issues. 
All sides had public relations campaigns 
in full swing, with glossy pamphlets 
displaying their particular ideology. 

One serious omission was the lack of 
any Forestry Commission or timber 
industry spokespeople. They were major 
participants in the battle. There has 
consistently been more than one voice 
for the wilderness - the Forestry 
Commission and the timber industry 
feel they have valid reasons for their own 
brands of wilderness 'management ' and 
are very noisy about it . Their omission 
will only antagonise them further, and 
lead to claims that the film is obviously 
biased . The Rainforest Cabinet Commit­
tee was also not covered in nearly 
enough detail. 

The archival footage, like film of 
conservationists and workers involved 

Chris Wilcox, producer of A Voice for 
the Wilderness. 

today lacks evidence of those who have 
(and traditionally hold) the power in 
such cases ... government and industry 
structures . There was plenty of talk 
about these two parties , by those 
covered in the film, but that was in­
adequate. 

The state government was made 
sufficiently aware of the importance of 
coming to a rational and well argued 
decision about all of NSW's rainforests , 
because of a concerted effort of en­
vironmentalists statewide, with the 
National Parks and Wildlife Service, 
Fortech and the Department of 
Environment and Planning. I felt these 
links should have_ featured more. 

The film ends with conservationists 
from the Hastings area pointing out the 
need for a change in ethics, in relation 
to our total environment as well as 
rainforests. The message is that we need 
to recognise how important the rain­
forests are, and that our relationship 
with them should be a rational, thought­
ful use and care of such a valuab}e., 
resource. t 

The film is not overtly political, like 
many of the people featured. The film 
prods the social conscience of us all. 

The 'jobs and rainforest' issue was 
covered; the beauty of the rainforest 
was adequately and well portrayed, as 
was the growth of (part) of a conserv­
ation movement in Australia. The film's 
coverage of the change in perception 
over the two hundred years of white 
settlement is of great value in portraying 
an issue which has a huge following in 
Australia. 

A fitting postcript to the film was 
the announcement of the rainforest 
decision of early I 983, (see Chain 
Reaction 31 ), over footage of a lyre 
bird of the rainforest involved in a 
mating dance . This display is a high­
light of the film and a rare sight for 
most of us. The film is a visual delight 
and should be enjoyed by all except 
those in the timber industry . 

Jenny Quealy is a member of the Chain 
Reaction Sydney collective and has worked 
on forestry issues for several years. 

Periodicals 
Social Alternatives: Peace And Dis­
armament October 1982, Peace and 
Transarmament March 1983. Published 
by The Editors, Social Alternatives, 
Department of External Studies, 
University of Queensland , St Lucia, 
Qld 4067. 
Reviewed by Peter Lawler 

The evolution of a wide network of 
groups and individuals concerned with 
the social issues and crises confronting 
humanity has also stimulated the 
production of a wide range of journals 
and magazines devoted to the consider­
ation of alternatives to existing 
structures, processes and attitudes. 
Social Alternatives is one such product, 
reflecting the characteristics of an 
academic journal and popular magazine. 

Two recent issues were devoted to 
'the question of war and peace in our 
time', reflecting the evident growth of 
public concern and uncertainty. The 
numerous articles demonstrate the wide 
range of issues and the divergent 
opinions contained within the peace 
movement . The contributors are mostly 
academics, but also include a number of 
prominent activists from the USA and 
Australia. The articles fall roughly into 
two groups: academic analyses of such 
things as the mechanics of the arms 
race the evolution of various national 
pea~e movements and alternative, non­
violent defence strategies, or, more 
exhortatory calls for the creation of a 
more critical public consciousness, the 
articulation of new values and strategies 
for mobilising the peace movement 
more effectively . 

Articles of the first category include 
a discussion of alternative forms of non­
violent defence by Gene Sharp, a 
leading contributor to the literature on 
non-violent social action. Sharp 
recognises the need for ultimate 
sanctions in any society, domestic or 
international. He argues that the issues 
involved in international conflicts are 
serious and often irreconcilable without 
some form of conflict. Aggression and 
domination constitute real dangers for 
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many states and have to be resisted in 
some form. Sharp outlines possible 
strategies of non-violent resistance 
which have proven historically effective. 
These include non-cooperation, civil 
disobedience, diplomatic and economic 
boycotts and even non-violent invasions. 
(Unfortunately, he does not provide 
an example of the latter). Sharp is 
critical of those in the peace movement 
who fail to adequately consider 
methods of dealing with issues which 
are not amenable to compromise. 

A number of the articles also provide 
useful historical background to the 
evolution of peace movements in 
countries as diverse as New Zealand and 
Japan. In addition, Gary Smith gives 
an incisive account of the evolution of 
the ANZUS alliance from a 'minimal 
formal arrangement' to 'a tactical and 
strategic nuclear alliance', and in so 
doing provides an invaluable backdrop 
to the current efforts of the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, Bill Hayden, to have 
the ramifications of the alliance spelt 
out more dearly. Bob Howard 's concise 
piece on the evolution of the strategic 
arms race usefully emphasises the 
relationship between technological 
innovation and changing strategic 
doctrine, and suggests that these 
dynamic elements of th~ arms race place 
considerable strain on efforts to establish 
even minimal levels of arms control. 

The second category of articles are 
of a more philosophical, eclectic and 
prescriptive form. They examine the 
cultural and psychological bases of 
militarism and raise questions about 
how we think about war (or choose not 
to think about it) and how and what 
we teach our children about war and 
peace . Many of the articles contain 
specific proposals and strategies for 
effecting radical changes in public 
consciousness and establishing an 
effective counter-dynamic to the war­
system and militarism. Robin Burns , 
for example, examines the fragmen­
tation of knowledge into discrete areas 
and the consequent limitations upon 
effective communication. Along with 
Senator Susan Ryan's article on women 
in the disarmament movement, Burns' 
article critically examines the relation­
ship between militarism and masculinity. 

'.Linking the two issues is a lengthy 
interview with Kenneth Boulding, an 
American economics and peace 
researcher. Occasionally glib, it is 
nevertheless a provocative and illuminat­
ing interview. Boulding's preference for 
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a peace movement that is 'conservative, 
stuffy and respectable ' provides a 
counterpoint to the evident radicalism 
of most of the other contributors. 
Indeed, Boulding takes a few gentle 
swipes at the 'counter-culture' as a 
whole, declaring himself to be against 
what he terms 'nature worhsip' and 
casting some doubts upon the effective­
ness of alternative movements so far. 

For those looking for rapid insight 
into the issues confronting the peace 
movement and an overview of the 
responses they generate, these two 
issues of Social Alternatives will prove 
useful and absorbing reading. However, 
though many of the more analytical and 
historical contributions are clearly 
mindful of the considerable constraints 
upon change that result from the very 
nature of the extant international order, 
some of the more prescriptive and 
action-oriented pieces seem less willing 
to temper their exhortations with a 
more searching consideration of the 
problems that confront the peace 
movement. Some of the authors do 
indulge in an excess of metaphysical 
idealism reminding me of Bertrand 
Russell's acerbic observation that 
'metaphysicians, like savages, are apt to 
imagine a magical connection between 
words and things' . (Quoted in: EH Carr, 
The Twenty Year Crisis, Macmillan, 
1981 [ 1939], p 30 .) Russell. was referr­
ing to the ill-fated idealists of the period 
between the two world wars and the 
lesson should not be lost upon the con­
temporary peace movement . Many of 
the contributors were strong on identify­
ing what should be thought and done 
but were somewhat weaker on identify­
ing the causes of the global crisis of 
insecurity, assessing the possibilities for 
radical structural change and recognising 
the problems of transforming ideals 
into practical activity . Consequently the 

· articles that reflect the implications of 
the title of the second issue - 'peace 
and transarmament' - seemed to con-

tain more of substance by more closely 
reflecting the international reality that 
confronts us. 

Peter Lawler is a part-time tutor in inter­
national relations at Monash University. He 
is also conducting post-graduate research on 
Johan Galtung, the peace researcher, at La 
Trobe University . 

Peace Dossiers, Numbers 1-6, Victorian 
Association for Peace Studies, Fitzroy. 
Order from Dale Hess, 3 The Avenue, 
Hampton, Vic 3188. 
Reviewed by R O Desailly 

The Victorian Association for Peace 
Studies (V APS) is not an activist body 
in the mould of such worthy organis­
ations as People for Nuclear Disarm­
ament, the Movement Against Uranium 
Mining or Friends of the Earth. It 
claims to be an open association of 
people interested in study, research and 
education on issues of war and peace. 

It has published a Peace Dossier series 
which is a sequence of pamphlets, 
attractively presented, each about 
twelve pages, and retailing at 70 cents 
each. My first sighting of a Peace 
Dossier caused me some slight concern 
as I could not quite reconcile the word 
'dossier' with its subject matter. I have 
always thought of a dossier as a collect­
ion of incidents in a person's life illus­
trating past behaviour. To me the choice 
of title is off-putting. Why not stick to 
the word 'pamphlet' which, according 
to the Oxford Dictionary is 'a small 
unbound, often controversial treatise.' 

So far, YAPS has produced 'American 
Bases in Australia' (Desmond Ball), 
'Why We Have a War to Stop' (Alan 
Roberts), 'Is There a Soviet Threat?' 
(Andrew Mack), 'Nuclear War: The 
Threat to Australia' (Barrie Pittock), 
'Medicine and Nuclear War' (John 
Andrews John Powles, John Ward) 
and 'P;ace: A Witness of Faith' 
(Raymond Hunthausen, Archbishop of 
Seattle, USA). 

Given the limitation of space, all 
these pamphlets are excellent. Facts 
have been carefully marshalled; the 
reader has been honestly informed. 
Take the one about American bases in 
Australia. A clear map is used to show 
location, there is a simple and concise 
statement on the make-up of each, 
eg 'Pine Gap is controlled by the US 
Central Intelligence Agency . . . its 
business end consists of seven large 
radornes and an enormous computer 
complex . . .' Conclusions are temperate, 
eg 'Although the likelihood of strategic 
nuclear attack against Australia is not 
great, it is nonetheless finite . . .'. 
· 'Peace : A Witness of Faith' is YAPS' 
most recent pamphlet. It differs 
markedly from its predecessors and, 
probably because of my prejudice, 
I had difficulty in corning to terms with 

it. It consists mainly of a speech delivered 
by Archbishop Hunthausen in Pitts­
burgh, in November 1982. Included 
also is an introduction by Val Noone 
outlining attitudes of the USA Catholic 
church and some details of Hunthausen's 
efforts. 

The main theme of the archbishop's 
·speech is unilateral disarmament. Tq 
many people, unilateral disarmament is 
a doctrine espom;ed only by the hope­
lessly naive, others fear their support 
for, or even interest in , unilateral 
disarmament would only lead to a public 
ridiculing. 

But, believe me, hi:. plea goes well 
beyond a spiritual exhortation. He 
regards nuclear war as the ultimate 
violence. He points to the escalation of 
armaments out of all proportion to 
defence requirements and the un­
reasonableness of spending $600 000 
million a year on weapons and only 
$3 5 000 million on alleviation of human 
misery. So far, he is as one with the 
peaceniks. 

From that point, he warms up 
(remember this part of the pamphlet is 
a speech) and claims that religious 
leaders have a duty to speak out on 
'concrete issues' and dismisses any 
idea that political issues should not be 
included. He believes that nuclear 
war, in prevailing circumstances, is 
inevitable and that failure to achieve 
mutual disarmament leaves us with 
only one moral position, that is uni­
lateral disarmament. However, unilateral 
disarmament does not necessarily mean 
one-sided disarmament in the sense that 
a nation's defences would be weakened. 
Hunthausen suggests an initiative (per­
haps even a minor one) by one of the 
super powers which would demonstrate 
trust and may lead to a favourable 
response from the other. The advantage 
of this process would be that, because 
of the negligible effect on defence 
capacity, there would not be that 
tremendous reaction from a public 
fearful of annihilation. 

Shrewdly he bolsters his case by 
citing the late President Kennedy's 
successful negotiations with Russia 
twenty years ago. In June 1963, Kennedy 
discontinued born b tests in the atmos­
phere. This decision (he states) ' ... 
quickly reached the Russian people.' 
The Soviet Union immediately made a 
concession (concerning Yemen) which 
was followed by a USA concession 
regarding the UN. Kruschev, not to be 
outdone, then announced that his 
country would discontinue production 
of strategic born bers. President Kennedy 
had risked a succession of unilateral 
concessions and had accomplished much 
over a short period. In November 1963 
he was assassinated. 

Regarding and applying unilateral 
disarmament as a step-by-step process 
is, I believe, the archbishop's most 
significant contribution to the nuclear 
debate. Rabid anti-unilateralists may 
not find it so easy to rubbish unilateral-

--

-
ism which takes the form of compara­
tively modest initiatives, because each 
initiative would have only a minimal 
effect on national security. 

To extend the archbishop's thesis a 
little further - why not start the process 
of unilateral disarmament with an 
economic initiative, USA support for 
the Russian gas pipe-line for example? 

. This would open the way for a Russian 
response, maybe leading to a calmer 
relatio.nship. There is no reason, of 
course, why the initial concession 
should not be offered by Russia. 

I conclude my comments on the 
historic speech by quoting the arch­
bishop: 
I believe in unilateral disarmament not only 
because it is a moral imperative but because it 
is, I think, the most practical way to break 
through the mutual fear and distrust which 
dictate international relations today and 
which drive us to the brink of nuclear 
destruction. 
The V APS series is making a valuable 
contribution to the anti-nuclear debate, 
of that I am convinced. I think all their 
pamphlets are very suitable for schools 
at the senior level and of real interest 
to the public at large. 

Bob Desailly is a member of the executive of 
People for Nuclear Disarmament. 

Book 
Over Our Dead Bodies: Women Against 
the Bomb, edited by Dorothy . 
Thompson, Virago Press, London, 1983, 
253 pages, $7.95 (soft cover). 
Reviewed by Susan Mueller 

Over Our Dead Bodies is an anthology 
written by women of various political 
and social backgrounds. The one thing 
all have in common is an abhorrence of 
the nuclear weapons build-up and the 

very real possibility of nuclear 
destruction . 

On first reading Over Our Dead 
Bodies I had several reservations - the 
major one being a lack of feminist 
critique in the various pieces. I was 
hoping for some resolution to the 
'feminist in the peace movement' 
dilemma a refutation of the 
proposition that women become 
involved because of characteristics 
biologically inherent in women. What 
I was looking for was an analysis of the 
role of women in the peace movement. 
Over Our Dead Bodies gives, in most 
cases ·informative and personalised 
acco~nts from individual women in 
the movement. Accounts which view 
nuclear destruction as inevitable unless 
all people determine to prevent nuclear 
war. 

Many of the pieces cover the same 
ground and because the articles are 
short and self-contained this tends to 
be annoying. Subsequently there is 
little discussion about the broader 
aspects influencing the nuclear weapons 
build up . However, much of the 
discussion on the technical aspects of 
nuclear power and weapons is informa­
tive and readable. As an introduction 
to the technical aspects of nuclear 
weaponry Over Our Dead Bodies 
could be useful especially if you find 
much of the current literature 
incorn prehensible. 

One of the articles I found most 
interesting was 'The Women Who Wire 
Up The Weapons : Women in Armaments 
Factories'. Hilary Wainwright gives a 
well balanced account of why women 
continue to work in armaments factories 
when they are aware of the nature of 
their work. Many people would probably 
be prepared ~o denigrate these women 
for what they do. However , Hilary 
Wainwright, in describing the socio­
economic backgrounds of these women, 
draws upon the broader concepts of 
worker exploitation and sexism which 
are so common to the manufacturing 
industry. This article links, as the others 
fail to do, opposition to nuclear arma­
ments with class conflict and highlights 
the contradictions of a society hell-bent 
on destroying itself and everything 
associated with it for the sake of capital 
accumulation and national prestige. 

Apart from the Wainwright article 
and the snippets of technical information 
I was not overly impressed by Over 
Our Dead Bodies. Much better analysis 
of the arms build-up and the political 
and economic forces behind it can be 
found in a wide range of current 
literature on nuclear weapons and the 
arms race. If however, you want to get 
some understanding of what motivates 
individual women to become involved 
in the opposition to nuclear weapons 
you may find Over Our Dead Bodies 
interesting. 

Susan Mueller works as office coordinator at 
Chain Reaction, among other things. 
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Help us put you in the picture ... 
Chain Reaction keeps you informed on social, environmental, energy and resources issues. 
From an independent perspective which seeks to encourage discussion and action. 
But producing Chain Reaction takes a lot of work. 
And now we're trying to do it six times a year. 
If we're going to continue and improve this vital service we need your help. 
You can help us in many different ways, from writing articles to finding new readers, from designing 
covers to tidying our files... ·, .. 
And you get a say in the running of the magazine. 
If you have a little time (or a lot) to spare, contact the Chain Reaction collective in Melbourne or 
Sydney. 
Free child care available if required. 

Room 14, Floor 4 
37 Swanston St 
Melbourne 3000 
Tel: (03) 63 5995 
(10-6 weekdays) 

Floor 2 
787 George St 
Sydney 2000 
Tel: (02} 211 3953 
{leave a message) 


