



























































many states and have to be resisted in
some form. Sharp outlines possible
strategies of non-violent resistance
which have proven historically effective.
These include non-cooperation, civil
disobedience, diplomatic and economic
boycotts and even non-violent invasions.
(Unfortunately, he does not provide
an example of the latter). Sharp is
critical of those in the peace movement
who fail to adequately consider
methods of dealing with issues which
are not amenable to compromise.

A number of the articles also provide
useful historical background to the
evolution of peace movements in
countries as diverse as New Zealand and
Japan. In addition, Gary Smith gives
an incisive account of the evolution of
the ANZUS alliance from a ‘minimal
formal arrangement’ to ‘a tactical and
strategic nuclear alliance’, and in so
doing provides an invaluable backdrop
to the current efforts of the Minister
for Foreign Affairs, Bill Hayden, to have
the ramifications of the alliance spelt
out more clearly. Bob Howard’s concise
piece on the evolution of the strategic

arms race usefully emphasises the
relationship  between technological
innovation and changing strategic

doctrine, and suggests that these
dynamic elements of the arms race place
considerable strain on effortsto establish
even minimal levels of arms control.

The second category of articles are
of a more philosophical, eclectic and
prescriptive form. They examine the
cultural and psychological bases of
militarism and raise questions about
how we think about war (or choose not
to think about it) and how and what
we teach our children about war and
peace. Many of the articles contain
specific proposals and strategies for
effecting radical changes in public
consciousness and establishing an
effective counter-dynamic to the war-
system and militarism. Robin Burns,
for example, examines the fragmen-
tation of knowledge into discrete areas
and the consequent limitations upon
effective communication. Along with
Senator Susan Ryan’s article on women
in the disarmament movement, Burns’
article critically examines the relation-
ship between militarism and masculinity.

Linking the two issues is a lengthy
interview with Kenneth Boulding, an
American  economics and  peace
researcher. Occasionally glib, it is
nevertheless a provocative and illuminat-
ing interview. Boulding’s preference for
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a peace movement that is ‘conservative,
stuffy and respectable’ provides a
counterpoint to the evident radicalism
of most of the other contributors.
Indeed, Boulding takes a few gentle
swipes at the ‘counter-culture’ as a
whole, declaring himself to be against
what he terms ‘nature worhsip’ and
casting some doubts upon the effective-
ness of alternative movements so far.

For those looking for rapid insight
into the issues confronting the peace
movement and an overview of the
responses they generate, these two
issues of Social Alternatives will prove
useful and absorbing reading. However,
though many of the more analytical and
historical contributions are clearly
mindful of the considerable constraints
upon change that result from the very
nature of the extant international order,
some of the more prescriptive and
action-oriented pieces seem less willing
to temper their exhortations with a
more searching consideration of the
problems that confront the peace
movement. Some of the authors do
indulge in an excess of metaphysical
idealism reminding me of Bertrand
Russell’s acerbic observation that
‘metaphysicians, like savages, are apt to
imagine a magical connection between
words and things’. (Quoted in: E H Carr,
The Twenty Year Crisis, Macmillan,
1981 [1939], p 30.) Russell was referr-
ing to the ill-fated idealists of the period
between the two world wars and the
lesson should not be lost upon the con-
temporary peace movement. Many of
the contributors were strong on identify-
ing what should be thought and done
but were somewhat weaker on identify-
ing the causes of the global crisis of
insecurity, assessing the possibilities for
radical structural change and recognising
the problems of transforming ideals
into practical activity. Consequently the
articles that reflect the implications of
the title of the second issue — ‘peace
and transarmament’ — seemed to con-

tain more of substance by more closely
reflecting the international reality that
confronts us.

Peter Lawler is a part-time tutor in inter-
national relations at Monash University. He
is also conducting post-graduate research on
Johan Galtung, the peace researcher, at La
Trobe University.

Peace Dossiers, Numbers 1—6, Victorian
Association for Peace Studies, Fitzroy.
Order from Dale Hess, 3 The Avenue,
Hampton, Vic 3188.

Reviewed by R O Desailly

The Victorian Association for Peace
Studies (VAPS) is not an activist body
in the mould of such worthy organis-
ations as People for Nuclear Disarm-
ament, the Movement Against Uranium
Mining or Friends of the Earth. It
claims to be an open association of
people interested in study, research and
education on issues of war and peace.

It has published a Peace Dossier series
which is a sequence of pamphlets,
attractively presented, each about
twelve pages, and retailing at 70 cents
each. My first sighting of a Peace
Dossier caused me some slight concern
as I could not quite reconcile the word
‘dossier’ with its subject matter. I have
always thought of a dossier as a collect-
ion of incidents in a person’s life illus-
trating past behaviour. To me the choice
of title is off-putting. Why not stick to
the word ‘pamphlet’ which, according
to the Oxford Dictionary is ‘a small
unbound, often controversial treatise.’

So far, VAPS has produced ‘American
Bases in Australia’ (Desmond Ball),
‘Why We Have a War to Stop’ (Alan
Roberts), ‘Is There a Soviet Threat?’
(Andrew Mack), ‘Nuclear War: The
Threat to Australia’ (Barrie Pittock),

‘Medicine and Nuclear War’ (John
Andrews, John Powles, John Ward)
and ‘Peace: A Witness of Faith’

(Raymond Hunthausen, Archbishop of
Seattle, USA).

Given the limitation of space, all
these pamphlets are excellent. Facts
have been carefully marshalled; the
reader has been honestly informed.
Take the one about American bases in
Australia. A clear map is used to show
location, there is a simple and concise
statement on the make-up of each.
eg ‘Pine Gap is controlled by the US
Central Intelligence Agency . . . its
business end consists of seven large
radomes and an enormous computer
complex . . .” Conclusions are temperate,
eg ‘Although the likelihood of strategic
nuclear attack against Australia is not
great, it is nonetheless finite 5%
‘Peace: A Witness of Faith’ is VAPS’
most rtecent pamphlet. It differs
markedly from its predecessors and,
probably because of my prejudice,
1 had difficulty in coming to terms with
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it. It consists mainly of a speech delivered
by Archbishop Hunthausen in Pitts-
burgh, in November 1982. Included

also is an introduction by Val Noone ||

outlining attitudes of the USA Catholic
church and some details of Hunthausen’s
efforts.

The main theme of the archbishop’s

‘speech is unilateral disarmament. To

many people, unilateral disarmament is
a doctriné espoused only by the hope-
lessly naive, others fear their support
for, or even interest in, unilateral
disarmament would only lead to a public
ridiculing.

But, believe me, his plea goes well
beyond a spiritual exhortation. He
regards nuclear war as the ultimate
violence. He points to the escalation of
armaments out of all proportion to
defence requirements and the un-
reasonableness of spending $600 000
million a year on weapons and only
$35 000 million on alleviation of human
misery. So far, he is as one with the
peaceniks.

From that point, he warms up
(remember this part of the pamphlet is
a speech) and claims that religious
leaders have a duty to speak out on
‘concrete issues’ and dismisses any
idea that political issues should not be
included. He believes that nuclear
war, in prevailing circumstances, is
inevitable and that failure to achieve
mutual disarmament leaves us with
only one moral position, that is uni-
lateral disarmament. However, unilateral
disarmament does not necessarily mean
one-sided disarmament in the sense that
a nation’s defences would be weakened.
Hunthausen suggests an initiative (per-
haps even a minor one) by one of the
super powers which would demonstrate
trust and may lead to a favourable
response from the other. The advantage
of this process would be that, because
of the negligible effect on defence
capacity, there would not be that
tremendous reaction from a public
fearful of annihilation.

Shrewdly he bolsters his case by
citing the late President Kennedy’s
successful negotiations with Russia
twenty yearsago. In June 1963, Kennedy
discontinued bomb tests in the atmos-
phere. This decision (he states) . . .
quickly reached the Russian people.’
The Soviet Union immediately made a
concession (concerning Yemen) which
was followed by a USA concession
regarding the UN. Kruschev, not to be
outdone, then announced that his
country would discontinue production
of strategic bombers. President Kennedy
had risked a succession of unilateral

.| concessions and had accomplished much

over a short period. In November 1963
he was assassinated.

Regarding and applying unilateral
disarmament as a step-by-step process
is, 1 believe, the archbishop’s most
significant contribution to the nuclear
debate. Rabid anti-unilateralists may
not find it so easy to rubbish unilateral-
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ism which takes the form of compara-
tively modest initiatives, because each
initiative would have only a minimal
effect on national security.

To extend the archbishop’s thesis a
little further — why not start the process
of wunilateral disarmament with an
economic initiative, USA support for
the Russian gas pipe-line for example?

.This would open the way for a Russian

response, maybe leading to a calmer
relationship. There is no reason, of
course, why the initial concession
should not be offered by Russia.

I conclude my comments on the
historic speech by quoting the arch-
bishop:

I believe in unilateral disarmament not only
because it is a moral imperative but because it
is, I think, the most practical way to break
through the mutual fear and distrust which
dictate international relations today and
which drive us to the brink of nuclear
destruction.

The VAPS series is making a valuable
contribution to the anti-nuclear debate,
of that I am convinced. I think all their
pamphlets are very suitable for schools
at the senior level and of real interest
to the public at large.

Bob Desailly is a member of the executive of
People for Nuclear Disarmament.

[ T e i e R
Over Our Dead Bodies: Women Against
the Bomb, edited by Dorothy
Thompson Virago Press, London, 1983,
253 pages, $7.95 (soft cover)

Reviewed by Susan Mueller

Over Our Dead Bodies is an anthology
written by women of various political
and social backgrounds. The one thing
all have in common is an abhorrence of
the nuclear weapons build-up and the

very real nuclear
destruction.

On first reading Over QOur Dead
Bodies I had several reservations — the
major one being a lack of feminist
critique in the various pieces. 1 was
hoping for some resolution to the
‘feminist in the peace movement’
dilemma — a refutation of the
proposition that women become
involved because of characteristics
biologically inherent in women. What
I was looking for was an analysis of the
role of women in the peace movement.
Over Our Dead Bodies gives, in most
cases, informative and personalised
accounts from individual women in
the movement. Accounts which view
nuclear destruction as inevitable unless
all people determine to prevent nuclear
war,

Many of the pieces cover the same
ground and because the articles are
short and self-contained this tends to
be annoying. Subsequently there is
little discussion about the broader
aspects influencing the nuclear weapons
build up. However, much of the
discussion on the technical aspects of
nuclear power and weapons is informa-
tive and readable. As an introduction
to the technical aspects of nuclear
weaponry Over Our Dead Bodies
could be useful especially if you find
much of the current literature
incomprehensible.

One of the articles I found most
interesting was ‘The Women Who Wire
Up The Weapons: Women in Armaments
Factories’. Hilary Wainwright gives a
well balanced account of why women
continue to work in armaments factories
when they are aware of the nature of
their work. Many people would probably
be prepared to denigrate these women
for what they do. However, Hilary
Wainwright, in describing the socio-
economic backgrounds of these women,
draws upon the broader concepts of
worker exploitation and sexism which
are so common to the manufacturing
industry. This article links, as the others
fail to do, opposition to nuclear arma-
ments with class conflict and highlights
the contradictions of a society hell-bent
on destroying itself and everything
associated with it for the sake of capital
accumulation and national prestige.

Apart from the Wainwright article
and the snippets of technical information
I was not overly impressed by Over
Our Dead Bodies. Much better analysis
of the arms build-up and the political
and economic forces behind it can be
found in a wide range of current
literature on nuclear weapons and the
arms race. If however, you want to get
some understanding of what motivates
individual women to become involved
in the opposition to nuclear weapons
you may find Over Our Dead Bodies
interesting.

possibility  of

Susan Mueller works as office coordinator at
Chain Reaction, among other things.
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Energy
Action
Group

90 Elgin St
Carlton

Victoria 3053
Tel: (03) 348 1055

The Energy Action Group originates
from the Victorian SEC Action Group
which was formed in 1978 by welfare
workers and low-income consumers
wishing to change the customer policies
of the State Electricity Commission of
Victoria and the Gas and Fuel Cor-
poration, and to make the public
utilities more accountable to domestic
consumers.

The Energy Action Group supports
the ‘right to fuel’ for all consumers, and
believes that, to secure this right, both
for today’s consumers and for future
generations, the public at large must be
made more aware of and involved in
energy and utility policies and practices.
The decision-making process must be
broadened from an exclusive concern
with finance, technology and con-
servation issues to include the principles
of social equity and consumer rights.

To assist consumers and to promote
public awareness, the Energy Action
Group publishes a newsletter and is
currently producing a series of con-
sumer rights pamphlets. In addition,
public meetings are organised and
speakers provided for groups such as
metropolitan and country branches
of the Combined Pensioners’ Associ-
ation, Union of Australian Women,
Country Women’s Associations, local
tenant’s groups and environment
‘activists’.

The Energy Action Group provides
an advocacy service for consumers
and sees its role primarily as that of
developing policies to meet the needs
of its 1000 members. It is working with
a number of local councils to develop
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programs of reducing energy wastage in
the home and insulating existing dwell-
ings to improve the comfort levels of
those suffering from lack of adequate
heating.

The Group has just completed a
200-page report titled ‘Fuel Poverty
in Victoria’, which details the hard-
ship of low-income households unable
to meet their essential needs for energy.
Each year some 35000 Victorians are
disconnected from gas and electricity.
Other families go hungry to avoid
disconnection, or are forced to ‘beg,
borrow or steal’ to meet fuel costs.
Others again, particularly the elderly,
‘choose’ to go without heating in
order to avoid disconnection or debt.
It is this group which is most at risk
from cold-related illnesses and which
adds some 2000 deaths to Victoria’s
winter mortality figures, a seasonal jump
which does not occur in the colder
Scandinavian countries where houses
are adequately heated.

The = Energy Action Group report
indicates the regressive social effects
of rising fuel costs, government taxes
on domestic gas and electricity con-
sumption, and the introduction of
inverted tariffs with no concession for
low-income households with high
energy needs such as the sick, the
disabled and large families. Harsh and
inequitable customer policies and prac-
tices, particularly disconnection and
security deposits, aggravate the hard-
ship resulting from such tariff increases.
Poor quality housing completes the
vicious circle for those on low incomes.

The following recommendations con-
tained in the report have been made to
the Victorian government and have
already been endorsed by over 50
welfare, community and consumer
organisations. The report asks for:
e Amended state government legis-
lation restricting the powers of public

supply authorities to disconnect only
in cases of wilful default of fuel debts
by domestic consumers

e State government rebates of 50% of
all fuel bills for all Commonwealth
Health Card holders, to be funded from
consolidated revenue

e An emergency fuel relief fund to be
provided from consolidated revenue.

® Abolition of all state taxes
on domestic gas and electricity
consumption

® An end to direct or indirect sub-
sidies for large industrial consumers
such as Alcoa

® Listablishment of a public review
process for determining Victorian energy
tariffs

® An increase in federal government

pensions and benefits to 120% of the

poverty line
e Amendments to existing utility cus-
tomer policies to include: abolition of
security deposits; the introduction of
more flexible and frequent billing and
payment options; establishment of an
independent appeals tribunal; publication
of a multilingual consumer handbook
e Immediate action by the state govern-
ment to improve the thermal standards
of existing and future housing stock and
the standards of heating and hot water
systems provided in public housing
e State government allocation of funds
for community groups and local
councils to implement insulation and
draught-proofing programs for all dis-
advantaged households in Victoria
e [ntroduction of state government
controls on the efficiency and safety of
all heating and hot water appliances
and systems, and government labelling
of all such appliances and systems to
protect the public against misleading
advertising
e Fstablishment by the state govern-
ment of a comprehensive energy data-
base for Victoria
e Provision of funding by the state
government for domestic energy con-
sumer groups including the Energy
Action Group to provide on-going
consultation with government and the
utilities and independent policy
development

For copies of this report, the regular
newsletter, or for information on any
area covered by the recommendations,
write or telephone the above address.
Individual membership is only $1.00,
or $15.00 for an organisation. If you
would like to volunteer to work in the
office, to help with developing consumer
energy policies, or to establish local or
regional branches of the Energy Action
Group, you would be welcomed with
open arms.

A consumer group with similar aims to
the Energy Action Group is operating
in Perth, Western Australia:

SEC Action Group

c/- Marg Grounds

PO Box 807

Fremantle

Western Australia 6160
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My special interests in adventure holidays —
Australia O Overseas O

DO YOU NEED TO KNOW MORE
ABOUT THE THIRD WORLD ....

BUT HAVEN'T TIME TO READ
ALL THAT'S PUBLISHED?

The Ideas Centre BULLETIN is a unique
service designed to keep you up-to-date
with Third World Development

The BULLETIN cohtains synopses of the major articles
appearing in over 200 journals concerned with Third
World issues, set out under SUBJECT and COUNTRY
headings for easy reference. Copies of the complete
articles may then be ordered from the Ideas Centre at
a cost of 10 cents per page.

Appearing in 18 issues per year, the Ildeas Centre
BULLETIN costs only $15 for an annual subscription.
If you wish, we will send you a sample copy without
charge. Details should be sent to the Ideas Centre,
G.P.O. Box 3930, Sydney 2001.

The Ideas Centre is the national Research
and Education Unit of the Australian Freedom
From Hunger Campaign, and may be contacted on
(02) 29 5791

WALKING
HOLIDAYS
WORLDWIDE

Quality, expertly led, small
group walking holidays to
the world’s greatest
mountain ranges.

Andes, Kenya, Tibet,
Kashmir, Papua New

Guinea, Alaska, Thailand. -
Graded to suit all levels of fitness.

AUSTRALIAN HIMALAYAN EXPEDITIONS
SYDNEY: 159 Cathedral Street, Woolloomooloo
INSW 2011. Tel. (02) 357 3555

MELBOURNE: Suite 602, Wellesley House,

126 Wellington Parade, East Melbourne VIC 3002.

Tel. (03) 419 2333 or (03) 419 2920

ADELAIDE: 40 Waymouth Street, Adelaide SA 5000.
Tel. (08) 212 7857

Please rush me your FREE 64-page colour catalogue.

Lic. B1418

Some Recreational
Vehicles cost the Earth . ..

OURS Q DON’T
: CUSTOM BUILT BIKES

COMPETENT REPAIRS
TOURING SPECIALISTS

31 GLEBE POINT ROAD
2037 (02) 660 6605
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Help us put you in the picture..

Chain Reaction keeps you informed on social, environmental, energy and resources issues.

From an independent perspective which seeks to encourage discussion and action.

But producing Chain Reaction takes a lot of work.

And now we 're trying to do it six times a year.

If we’re going to continue and improve this vital service we need your help.

You can help us in many different ways, from writing articles to fmdmg new readers, from deSIgnlng
covers to tidying our files...

And you get a say in the running of the magazine. ' :

If you have a little time (or a lot) to spare, contact the Chain Reaction collective in Melbourne or
Sydney. :

Free child care avallable if required.

Room 14, Floor 4 . Floor 2

37 Swanston St - 787 George St
Melbourne 3000 - Sydney 2000

Tel: (03) 635995 o Telsil02) 21713953
(10—6 weekdays) (leave a message)
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