






































than to the dreams of those who would 
force anything new into their inherited 
nineteenth century straightjacket. 

The plethora of material available 
leaves the reader with a bewildering 
array of choices, which this review hopes 
to go some way to sort out. There is far 
too much for anybody to read every­
thing, but fortunately most of it is 
inconsequential, and unhelpful either 
for activists or academics. But it is 
extremely difficult to know what is 
worth the time and what is not . After 
browsing through the bookshelves and 
journals, it is just as easy to not bother 
with anything. However as has often been 
pointed out, nothing is to be gai~ed 
from too little knowledge. The quest10n 
is what will aid understanding rather 
than stifle it, and what will be of use for 
the work of the peace movement. 

Contemporary publications relating to 
war and peace fall into several broad 
categories. The most important of them 
to have at least some familiarity with 
are those that provide technical infor­
mation, facts and figures, about arn~s, 
military expenditure, developments m 
strategic doctrine, and virtually anything 
else that might be worth knowing. Chief 
amongst these are the excellent pub­
lications of the Stockholm International 
Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), es­
pecially the quarterly Journal of Pe~ce 
Research. There are many other special­
ist journals and books, and at least some 
of them should be essential reading, pro­
viding information necessary for under­
standing, argument and any serious 
approach to peace activism. One pub­
lication which arrived too late for proper 
review, The War Atlas, by Michael Kidron 
and Dan Smith provides, through forty 
separate world maps, a wealth of statisti­
cal information in accessible form, of 
just about everything to do with arms, 
war and their politics. 

Secondly there are books and articles 
that are concerned mostly with political 
analysis and political theory. These take 
up most of the room on the bookshelves 
and cover a vast range of perspectives 
and argument. Mostly they take as their 
starting point the existence of the Cold 
War and the increasing dang~r of nuclear 
war, and attempt to explain a~d under­
stand it. Probably the most widely read 
and one of the most highly regarded 
authors in this category is E P Thompson. 
He initially came to wide public atten­
tion and acclaim with his pamphlet 
Protest and Survive, first published in 
early 1980. Those of us who knew 
Thompson as one of the best con­
temporary writers of m.arxist history 
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and political theory (The Making of the 
English Working Class, The Poverty of 
Theory, amongst many other great and 
original works) expected his contribution 
to the peace movement to be of the 
highest quality and commitment. We 
have not been disappointed. 

Thompson became deeply involved 
in the new European disarmament 
movement in late 1979, and in his own 
words has 'been on the stump for it 
constantly since t'hen '. After involve­
ment in the initial Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament (CND) in Britain in the late 
50s and early 60s he dropped out of 
activism to· concentrate on his academic 

· career. He pleads guilty, along with the 
rest of his generation to abandoning the 
movement in despair after a series of 
major setbacks. The immediate cause of 
the revitalisation of CND was the de­
cision to base Cruise Missiles on British 
soil, a strategy officially proclaimed as 
essential to the 'defence' of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) 
and consequently of Britain and the 
'free world' generally. Thompson regrets 
that if took this to spur him and others 
across the world to once again join in 
their millions to fight the nuclear threat, 
but now that it has begun there is 
nothing to do but work tirelessly for 
peace. (See the introduction to Zero 
Option.) 

The title of the pamphlet Protest and 
Survive, and the book of the same name 
which includes a revised version of 
Thompson's original piece along with 
contributions from several other authors, 
is a variation of the British government's 
civ:il defence publication Protect and 
Survive. (Thompson seems to love these 
wry twists on the titles of other books. 
The Poverty of Theory comes from 
Marx's The Poverty of Philosophy -
itself a variation n Proudhon's The 
Philosophy of Poverty, and his major 
essay 'Notes on Exterminism: the Last 
Stage of Civilization' is in some ways 
a reply to Lenin's Jmperialis,m: the 
Highest Stage of Capitalism.) ·Brifish 

civil defence policy is now totally dis­
credited largely thanks to the success 
of this widely read book, and it is ironic 
that the official publication, whose in­
tention was to make people complacent 
and secure has played some part in re­
vitalising the campaign for peace and 
disarmament . 

Protest and Survive is essentially a 
reply to a letter to the Times of January 
1980 , from a Professor Howard, who 
argued that with the stationing of Cruise 
Missiles in Britain it was essential to 
develop a credible civil defence posture, 
since Britain would now be a certain 
target in any pre-emptive strike by the 
USSR. Without civil preparedness its 
deterrent would not be taken seriously, 
thus making nuclear war more likely. 

Thompson ridicules this argument, 
pointing out that it is the stationing of 
the missiles themselves that make Britain 
a nuclear target and make war more 
likely. He goes on to lambaste the cam­
paign of official disinformation sup­
ported by the mainstream media which 
has created a public perception of 
threat from the USSR and Western 
inferiority and susceptibility . This is 
achieved by manipulation and selectivity 
in comparing the numerl.cal and tech­
nological strength of NATO and the 
Warsaw Pact. Apart from the im­
possibility of obtaining reliable infor­
mation on these classified matters , the 
Western , including British, government 
and media ignore technical areas where 
the West is clearly ahead and concen­
trate on megatonnage and missile num­
bers, where the USSR has apparently 

· much greater strength. This ignores the 
fact that the USSR needs bigger bombs 
because theirs are far less accurate , and 
the fact that the USA's missiles have 
more warheads per launcher and clearly 
outnumber the USSR in terms of pos­
sible explosions . The upshot of it all is 
that nuclear weapons alone make nuclear 
war likely and more and better weapons 
make war more likely. Peace is promoted 
by having no new weapons and guaran­
teed by getting rid of the old ones . 

The other contributions to Protest 
and Survive cover a broad range of issues 
to do with the 'New Cold War ' and the 
growth of the peace movement . High­
lights are Dan Smith's 'The European 
Nuclear Theatre' which explains just 
how vulnerable Europe, East and West, 
is, and how devastating a war would be. 
David Holloway's 'War, Militarism and 
the Soviet State' is a good introduction 
to the much debated question of the 
nature of Soviet society and the part it 
plays in the Cold War, while Mary 
Kaldor's 'Disarmament : The Armament 
Process in Reverse' is wonderfully op­
timistic and inspiring. (Her independent 
publications, especially The Baroque 
Arsenal are well worth reading to get 
some idea of the psychology and politics 
that has led the world to the brink of 
self-extermination .) 

Nineteen eighty-one saw Thompson's 
most provocative and controversial 

bedded in the political, social and 
psychological structure of the modern 
world. 

The other pieces in Zero Option 
pursue the theme established here. 
'Deterrence and Addiction' demon­
strates powerfully that the belief that 
nuclear weapons prevent the USA and 
the US.SR from going to war is un- · 
founded . In fact, at least in the con­
temporary world, the build up of 
nuclear weapons has nothing to do with 
a desire to deter since the decision to 
undertake the developments are not 
made in response to the other side but 
result from entrenched establishments 
of research and development and un­
qaestioned commitment to always find 
and introduce the best new weapons. 
Thus Thompson rejects the notion of 
an 'arms race' which suggests that one 
side reacts to and attempts to catch up 
with developments of the other. Further, 
the idea that there was a period of 
'detente' in the 1970s, followed by a 
new Cold War and increased hostility, 
is largely mythical , since the weapons 
that created the cold war atmosphere 

article, 'Notes on Exterminism: The . were developed precisely in the 'relaxed' 
Last Stage of Civilisation' published in period . Thompson draws out the im­
New Left Review. Its appearance in that plications of all of this for the peace 
journal was an event in itself, given the movement and his work is a sparkling 
well known enmity (political if not example ~f that 'pessimism of the 
personal) between Thompson and the intellect optimism of the will' charact­
editors of NLR . When they went so far eristic of all true fighters. 
as to editorialise support for Thompson 's 
stand, and especially the possibility that 
strict attention to class analyses may 
have to be abandoned, at least until the 
war crisis had passed, academics began 
to realise that this was a powerful 
movement. 

The article is reprinted in two of the 
books on review here, Zero Option , a 
collection of all of Thompson 's con­
tributions since Protest and Survive , 
and Exterminism and Cold War, a col­
lection of replies to Thompson selicit ed 
and published by NLR . Attempting to 
understand a world that devotes so much 
of its resources, energy and pqlitical 
practice to preparing for suicidal war 
by means of traditional political categ­
ories, especially marxist ones, is hope­
less at best, and at worst dangerous , 
Thompson argues . Rather the modern 
world has reversed the doctrine of 
Oausewitz, that war is the contin­
uation of politics by other means. The 
Cold War has become so accepted as 
part of modern political life and per­
vades politics both within and between 
states to such an extent that politics 
has now come to be dominated by it. 
Thompson suggests that we need a new 
category, beyond capitalism, socialism 
and imperialism, to understand these 
new . developments , and he proposes 
one of his own making , 'exterminism ' . 
Exterminism is the apparently in­
eluctable thrust of the world towards 
war, a thrust that will ultimately serve 
the interests of no persons or groups , 
but which cannot now be deflected 
because it has become deeply em-

Thompson ended his exterminism 
piece with a call for open discussion and 
response. It is in the spirit of that call 
that NLR solicited the articles that make 
up Ex terminism and Cold War . This is 
an uneven collection made up of some 
lucid essays, and some downright non­
sense . The predictable defeJ!ces of 
traditional and hard-nosed marxists was 
to be expected, but not welcomed. For 
example, Mike Davis castigates 
Thompson for not seeing that nu~lear 
weapons and the Cold War serve the 
imperialist interests of the USA (the 
USSR of course is abo've reproach). 
Well of course militarism and the Cold 
War are put to work in the pursuit of 
0ther international goals . But it is 
ludicrous to suggest that nuclear 
weapons exist to serve those ends. They 
could have been achieved by much 
cheaper and less dangerous means . Even 
those ,contributions that are not so 
narrow-minded reflect a dangerou~1 

trend. For as the reader ploughs through 
this rather thick book it is difficult not 
to feel that much of what has been 
written is inconsequential, born of the 
need for professional writers to write 
something. It is more urgent to act than 
to understand and the movement has no 
need for those who would play the 
games of academic political theory. 

Against the State of Nuclear Terror by 
Joel Kovel sits uncomfortably between 
analysis and the genre of writing that 
would make prescriptions for the peace 
movement . It sets out by asking how 
the people of the USA (and by impli-

cation of Europe, the USSR and the rest 
of the world) have accepted or been 
made to accept the existence of nuclear 
weapons and the constant threat of 
annihilating war. Kovel is by profession 
a psychoanalyst of a particular philo­
sophical marxist school and brings the 
skills of this discipline to the answering 
of the question. His analysis is sharp 
and illuminating. We are not passive 
victims of manipulation and disinfor­
mation (although these help) but 
rather have been socially created by a 
world where 'technocracy' , the social 
structure of a technologically dependent 
society, is all powerful. We accept this 
world because it creates and defines us, 
making rejection almost psychologically 
impossible. We also accept the irrational 
hatred of the 'enemy ' because the image 
of the 'Other' helps to bond us as a 
social unit. 

This is .all very ,well and a worthwhile 
insight, but when it comes to deeper 
explanations, 'Kovel falls down. He can't 
decide if the world has reached this pass 
because of a pervasive scientific ration­
ality which has now grown to dominate 
economics or whether economics re­
mains 'determinant in the last instance'. 
Even when he does put the blame on 
capitalism and its psychological con­
sequences in breaking links with nature 
and natural communities, classes are 
rarely, if ever mentioned. The confusion 
leads to a set of ludicrous platitudes and 
impossible utopianism dressed up as the 
solution not only to war but to the 
eternal dilemma of intellectual revol­
utionaries. The peace movement is the 
subject of history . You have nothing to 
lose but your ego! 

There are several books available that 
deal with the effects of nuclear war. 
They range from doomsayers, who are 
not all bad (Jonathon Schell's The Fate 
of the Earth is great ) to the evil dis­
information of USA propagandists with 
their winnable, limited, theatre war 
scenarios for Europe. The best of them 
is undoubtedly The Day After Midnight, 
an adaptation of an official report pre­
pared for the USA Congress by the 
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Office of Technology Assessment. It 
describes objectively, dispassionately and 
scientifically the best available pre­
dictions of the whole range of effects 
likely after several possible nuclear war 
scenarios . From massive, immediate 
death to the chances of reconstruction, 
we discover what is likely to happen, 
how and why. It is bound to surprise 
and shake preconceiyed ideas for almost 
everybodY., and is a valuable tool for 
any argument on the topic. 

The effects of nuclear war - Hiroshima, 
1945 . 

There is one other genre that bears 
some mention. This is the output of the 
'survivalist' school. The survivalists take 
the threat of nuclear war very seriously 
and, having studied up on the likely 
effects of it, concur with the sentiments 
of the pop band Scars: 'Some of us may 
die but, statistically, it is not likely to 
be you.' They sensibly believe that it is 
best to do everything possible to prevent 
it from being them . Their solution is 
blast and fallout shelters, supplies, 
being prepared to scavenge, bury the 
dead in mass graves and so on and on. 
Of course the trouble is that these pre­
parations are very expensive and in­
appropriate for anybody without a 
suburban block of land, or a basement. 
As a friend recently wrote to me: 
'Survivalism is almost as sick as the elite­
oriented civil defence scenario. The 
elites have their bunkers and the rich 
have their farms, fallout shelters, 
armouries etc. Horrible.' 

Ivan Tyrrell's The Survival Option is 
a fairly typical offering. He does concede 
in one paragraph that it would be better 
to have no war, and argues eloquently 
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that we should distrust and even disobey 
those that gave us the war, inadequate 
civil defence, and then demand un­
questioning obedience after we emerge 
from our shelters. But once he's dis­
posed of that in the first chapter, he 
presents us with the elaborate plans for 
survival, and at the end we are to emerge 
from our coccoon and follow the rules 
of the game. After -all to disobey the 
armed dictatorship of a post-nuclear 
world would decrease the chance of 
survival. But the only real survival is to 
prevent the war from ever occurring. 

Keith Redgen is an incurable attender of 
peace rallies and a veteran of the Stop Omega 
Campaign. 

The Gene Business: Who Should Control 
Biotechnology? by Edward Yoxen, 
Crucible: Science in Society, Pan Books 
in conjunction with Channel Four 
Television London, 1983, 264 pages, 
$7.95 (soft cover). 
Reviewed by Barbara Blackadder 

This book, as one of the 'Science in 
Society's titles, is produced in con­
junction with the UK Central Indepen­
dent Television's series of films, de· 
signed to question the role of science 
in our lives. Genetic engineering, in just 
a decade, has become big business, with 
the backing of well-known multi­
national corporations and, (in varying 
degrees) governments . The author was 
moved to write this book 'out of a sense 
of outrage about the way things are 
going', and in the hope of increasing 
public consideration and debate of the 
issues. 

The information_ provided covers a 
very broad area of research which has 
one common denominator 'the 
ability to move genes between organ­
isms, to reprogramme one organism 
with hereditary instructions taken from 
another.' Because such 'gene business' 
will touch all aspects of our lives, it 
needs to be seen within that context, 
and each chapter is designed to form 
part of a whole picture; unfortunately 
this does not happen. 

The history of biotechnology is traced 
through its rapid growth, and its con­
nections with corporations and academic 
institutions. Chapters three, four and five 
provide a detailed and meticulous de­
scription (for me, too much so) of how 
biotechnology works - from the single 
cell, to gene splicing, thence recom­
bining genes or sections of DNA, to 
designing and building genes, and their 
ultimate industrial/commercial appli-. 
cations. Such products as insulin, inter­
feron, growth hormones, blood products 
and monoclonal antibodies (derived 
from specially created cell-lines to pro­
duce just one kind of antibody), vaccines 
and gene therapy are just a handful of 
the myriad of medically useful mole­
cules available . 

Plant and animal biotechnology is 
also covered, with an account of how 
it will be used to restructure 'agriculture' 
and some of the attendant problems 
this is already beginning to create. 
Finally the chemical and energy areas 
are examined to see whether bio­
technology can provide the answer to 
environmental pollution and de­
struction, whether it 'might give us a 
cleaner, safer, more controllable, decen­
tralised chemical industry.' Although we 
are given plenty of reliable information, 
there are a number of shortcomings in 
the book which left me knowing a great 
deal, but with a sense that these facts 
were fragmented and isolated rather 
than formed into a cohesive pattern 
which would clarify the issues. 

One of these shortcomings is an 
approach to the material from a capital/ 
labour - the 'have's' and 'have not's' 
perspective. In simple terms this ap­
proach sees the 'baddies' - multi­
national corporations - exploiting the 
'goodies' - everyone else including the 
scientists - for profit . While this is of 
course true, such an approach means 
that any questions raised are dealt with 
inside a · specific framework of issues, 
by extending the capital/labour parallel 
so that we have 'good' and 'bad' scien­
tists, 'good' and 'bad' governments, 
'good' and 'bad' research. Thus the type 
of questions raised become: can we 
improve the environment?, which medi­
cines will we develop?, how will the 
pharmaceutical industry use biotech­
nology for profit? , who controls bio­
technology? While all of these questions 
need to be raised, their framework 
actually prevents an examination of the 
deeper issues, which means several 
broad questions, crucial to the role of 
biotechnology in our lives, are not 
raised, much less answered . 

For example: given the extent of 
corruption which is carefully docu­
mented throughout the book, why is 
science preceived and presented as a 
neutral and objective force for 'good' 
in the world? Why is it necessary, 
inevitable and 'good' to dominate, 

control and finally redesign nature, our 
world, and life itself? Why has this 
type of research and technology enjoyed 
such a meteoric rise at this particular 
time in history? Biotechnology is about 
control - controlling the natural world 
and its life by redesigning and 'creating' 
a new man-made nature (unsurprisin_gly, 
this field is a male preserve). 

The ever-present will to expose , 
dominate, control and recreate 'nature' 
has always been the guiding ethos of 
science - biotechnology hasn't, as the 
author posits, changed this ethos, rather 
it has served to highlight it in all its grim 
reality . Given the extent of corruption 
and collusion between the institutions 
of power - science, law, medicine and 
business - which are involved in bio­
technology , it seems naive to posit the 
question of who controls it. 

The Gene Business in failing to draw 
all the threads together to form a 
cohesive pattern within which the 
broader issues would be unequivocal, 
falls short of its stated aim as being 
'designed to increase public aware­
ness, debate and participation in 
response to the increasing role of 
science, technology and medicine in 
our lives.' What it succeeds in doing 
is to provide basic information, albeit 
somewhat Qoring and repetitive in 
parts, which enables those of us with­
out a scientific background to under­
stand just how biotechnology works. 

Barbara Blackadder is in the process of 
completing a book on the politics of genetic 
engineering. 

Film 
Going Down, produced and directed 
by Hayden Keenan. 35 mm, colour , 
92 minutes. Available from Smart 
Street films . 
Revie..yed by Fran Martin 

Going Down is about the experiences 
of a group of four women on the day 
before one of them departs for overseas . 
The women 's lives bring into focus the 
problems of contemporary inner-city 
living in Australia , where there's no 
work and it 's a battle to keep your head 
above water. 

The movie refuses to moralise 
about any of its characters' dreams, 
ideas or actions. Instead they project 
a lust for life ; their energy, though 
sometimes desperate , is never lost. The 
film opens with a camera slowly 
descending a long flight of stairs, 
showing a house in the light of the 
morning after. A body is slumped over 
a typewriter, a bottle of cough mixture 
sits to one side and the sound of sobs 
can be heard . 

Hostility becomes apparent when 
Jane (Vera Plevnik) and Michael (Esben 

Storm) a would be writer, engage in a 
sarcastic argument about what Michael 
is doing 'creatively' in his life. The 
dissent develops at times into witty 
flinging matches as the characters lock 
into one another 's insecurities. 

Ellen (Moira Machaine-Cross) is out 
looking for a job, with little success. 
'Why can't I get a job?', she repeats 
over and over as she stumbles into the 
CES office . It's here she spots a potential 
boyfriend Greg (David Argue), as he 
goes about (literally) burying himself 
in a pile of paperwork. She grabs her 
opportunity , asks, 'Can I help?', and 
receives a polite refusal. This however 
does not dampen · her spirits and she 
begins planning the night's events. 

Tracey Mann plays Karlie, the 
woman who 's destined for fame and 
fortune in the 'Big Apple ' , New York. 
The ticket has been provided by her 
father , who has also given her $3000 
in cash to set her up in business. It is 
not surprising that the envelope with 
the money disappears and accusations 
fly fast and furious . 'Money just ruins 
everything', she confides to her trans­
vestite friend Trixie (also played by 
David Argue) as they share a quiet 
cocaine before departure . 

Jackie (Julie Berry) has realised 
that mundane work and low wages 
don 't accommodate her plans for 
travel. She has decided the only way 
to get her ticket and gain 'sweet 
revenge' is prostitution. This decision 
gets mixed reactions from her women 
friends as they each try to come to 
terms with it. 

The night develops into one long 
party of music, fights and dancing 
set against a backdrop of the throb of 
Sydney 's night-fife. The implications 
of the title run riot . 

The choice of music is fitting with 
great performances by Pel Mel, The 
Birthday Party, and Dynamic Hepnotics. 
The use of Randy Newman's 'Pretty 
Boy ' when Michael retreats into his 
shrine-like room is perfect: 

Have we got a tough guy here? 
!lave we got a tough guy from the streets? 
The song reflects on Michael and his 
situation : 
You don't know how low you can go till you 
get there. 

The Bondi beach scene betweeii' 
Ellen and Greg with cardboard moon 
and palm tree is hilarious . It's in this 
scene that the movie's catch-cry appears: 
'It's a dog-eat-dog world and there's 
never enough dog to go around.' 

Despite the film's lack of continuity 
and occasionally totally unbelievable 
plot, I found it thoroughly enjoyable. 
A word - of warning though roller 
skating can be hazardous to your 
health. 

Fran Martin works with the radio station 
2WS on the music staff and is a member 
of the Chain Reaction collective in Sydney. 
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