






































North end of Bondi Beach when blown by 
a strong southerly. The second most 
polluted beach in Sydney (after Long Bay 
wich is permanently closed) according to 
the Water Board's own figures is Clovellyl5 
which is not near any sewerage outfall but 
very exposed to wind-blown surface fields. 
It is located 5.8 km north of Malabar i,tnd 
3.4 km south of Bondi outfall. 

Surface fields of sewage go with the wind 
and travel distances considerably in excess 
of the lengths of the tunnels under construc­
tion. The experts in the Water Board, 
however, claim that a 'submerged field' will 
be formed some of the time. (96% of the 
time in summer and 20% of the time in 
winter) Effluent being released from a 
submarine outfall has a natural tendency 
to rise toward the surface being less dense 
than sea-water since it consists mostly of 
fresh water. However at submarine outfall 
sites on the US west coast it has been 
discovered that often the ocean waters are 
stratified with a cold dense layer on the 
ocean floor and a sun-warmed less dense 
layer on the surface. When the effluent is 
successfully mixed with the colti layer, so 
that it takes on the same density, it is 
prevented from rising into the warm layer 
on the surface by the stratification effect. 
This is the effect that is hoped for in 
Sydney and much reference is made to the 
California models.16 However there are 
different conditions prevailing in Sydney 
and the experts at the Water Board and 
SPCC are not all in agreement. 

Robert Brain, ex SPCC Engineer, claims 
that on the west coast of California a 
stratification between top and bottom of 
I kg/ m3 is not unusual but on the coast of 
NSW there is a trivial stratification of only 
0.02kg/ rn3 between top and bottom waters 

counts over 400 could be significantly higher 
than predicted by the consultants.19 

Even if you believed in the science of 
submerged fields and that the government 
has honourable intentions in spending 
these hundreds of millions on the tunnels 
you're still faced with the stark admission 
that the beaches will be polluted 40% of the 
time in winter. ( see below) 

The final piece of evidence that the SPCC 
has other things on its mind, in regard to 
these outfalls, than faecal matter polluting 
the beaches is the absurdly loose require­
ments it stipulates controlling the quality 
of bathing waters. 

Within all beaches likely to be impacted by the 
proposal, the geometric mean faecal coliform 
concentration is not to exceed 200 organisms/ 
I 00 ml during any 30 day period. This is to be 
based on at least 5 water samples. Moreover 
during the November to May 'bathing season', 
the faecal coliform concentration is not to 
exceed 400 organisms/ 100 ml in more than 10 
percent of the samples taken.20 

Even if the effluent was pouring out of 
the middle of Bondi Beach it wouldn't be 
surprising if these conditions could be met 
since it's merely a matter of using five 
samples taken when the wind is blowing off 
shore. Constant surveillance is not required. 

Notes 
I. N.G. Butlin, ed, Factory Waste Potential in 

Sydney, Australian National University 
Press, Canberra, 1977. 

2. This belief stems from seeing the ocean as a 
sink of high assimilative capacity. See 
C. Joy, W. Hickson and M. Buchanan, 
Liquid Waste Management, Botany Bay 
working paper no 2, Canberra, 1978, p 4. 

3. Metropolitan Water Sewerage and Drainage 
Board, New Policy for Acceptance of Liquid 
Trade Wastes to Board's Sewerage and 
Drainage Systems. availabk over the 
counter. 

(I / 50th that of California) because of the 
warm East Australian Current. It does not 
follow, therefore, that a successful Cali­
fornian design will transplant to 4· 
Australia with equally good results.17 

N.G. Butlin, ed, Sydney's Environmental 
Amenity 1970-1975, A study of the system 
of waste management and pollution control, 
Auslralian University Press, Canberra, 
1976, p 272. 

The calculations predicting a surface 
field were done originally by Caldwell 
Connell Engineers. But they had assumed 
that digested sludge would not be disposed 
of through the outfall tunneI.18 It has now 
been decided to pump sludge through the 
'.lutfall tunnel after all necessitating heavier 
guage diffusers which will not be able to 
disperse the sewage as finely as those 
designed by Caldwell Connell. 

Overseas experts brought to Australia 
for a week to assess the outfalls project 
said: 
We both believe that the coliform requirements 
will be met in the summer period provided the 
sewage field is kept submerged by the density 
stratification in the ocean for well over 90% of 
the time ... We do not have available the 
analyses to confirm to us that the occurrence ( of 
a surface field) will not be more than I 0% of the 
time. If lack of stratification and on-shore 
movement are correlated, the frequency of beach 
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5. B.J. Richardson, Polvchlorinated Bi­
phenyls (PCBs): An Ausiralian Viewpoint 
on a Global Problem, Search. Vol 13, No 
1-2, Feb/ Mar 1982, p 22. 

6. W. Bascom, 'Effects on the Ecosystem of 
Sewage Sludge Disposal' in Disposal of 
Sludge to Sea. edited by M.C. Dart and 
S.H. Jenkins, Pergamon Press, 1982, p 50. 

7. ibid .• pp 50-51. 
8. C. Joy, 'Management Policy and Practice', 

in Liquid Waste Management, op.cit., p26. 
9. N.G. Butlin, ed, Sydney's Environmental 

Amenity /970-1975. op.cit., p 137. 
10. Toxic chemical substances can interfere 

with biological treatment processes used in 
secondary and tertiary treatment of sewage 
(see N.G. Butlin, ed, Sydney's Environ­
mental Amenity /970-1975, op.cit., p 164) 
and application of sewage to land can cause 
problems such as damage to grass and soil if 

As the Water Board monitors beach 
pollution on behalf of the S PCC it is highly 
unlikely there will ever be any prosecutions 
regardless of whether the new outfalls 
work or not. In fact if the SPCC had any 
intention of prosecuting it would be doing 
it now when the Water Board is ready 
enough to admit to the public there is 
beach pollution. We can only assume the 
Water Board had developed some folk 
cunning about wind conditions. 
East Wind faecal ample 
West wind get your sample. 

The long and the short of this compli­
cated story is that the submarine outfall 
tunnels are very unlikely to improve faecal 
pollution levels on Sydney's beaches but 
they will serve to deposit toxic sediments 
further out to sea. 

A well known marine biologist currently 
campaigning against the sewage induced 
sea-grass depletion and sea-urchin plagues, 
in Botany Bay and along the Sydney 
coastline, has said that once the sewage is 
deposited 3 kms out to sea in deep water it 
will be impossible to do detailed monitoring 
of detrimental effects though vast damage 
to marine life is expected. Out of sight and 
out of mind is just what the Water Board 
wants. 

there is too much industrial waste content 
(see Victorian Ministry of Water Resources 
& Water Supply Reclaimed Water Com­
mittee, Strategies Toward the Use of Re­
claimed Water in Australia, August 1977, 
p 4-5; also I.L. Bogert, 'Ocean Dumping of 
Sludge vs the Alternatives' in Disposal of 
Sludge to Sea. op.cit., p 3. 

I I. The digestion of sludge prior to discharge is 
to lower the BOD count which is a measure 
of the smothering effect the sewage is having 
on marine life. At Malabar this is done with 
little effect as a comparison with West 
Coast US outfalls shows Malabar BOD 
levels far in excess of any others. See Clean 
Waters Advisory Committee meeting report, 
8 September 1983, p 21. 

I 2. W .J. Hickson, 'Service and Capital Charges 
for Sydney's Sewer Wastes' in Liquid Waste 
Management, op.cit., pp 127-131. 

13. Robert Brain, 'Recent Developments in 
Ocean Out/al Diffuser Theory', paper given 
at Conference on Environmental Engineer­
ing, Townsville, 8-10 July 1981, p 113. 

14. ibid. 
15. Water Board's "Clean Water. Clean Sand' 

Fact Sheet 2, p 3. 
16. For example Caldwell Connell Engineers, 

Report on Submarine Ou(fa/1 Studies. 
MWS&DB, 1976, pp 13-17. 

17. Robert Brain, 'Sludge Disposal and Design 
Criteria for Ocean Outfall Discharge' in 
Sludge Management and Disposal. edited 
by D. Barnes and P.F. Greenfield, School 
of C:ivil Engineering, UNSW, 1982, p 9. 

18. Caldwell Connell, op.cit .. p x. 
19. The Clean Waters Advisory Committee 

Meeting Report. 8 Sept. 1983. pp 25-26. 
20. ibid. , p 14. 

Nuclear-free links 
Over the weekend of 7, 8, 9 June 
1986 the Coalition For A 
Nuclear-Free Australia (CNFA) 
held a National Conference at 
Camp Eureka north-east of 
Melbourne. Larry Marshall 
reports on the proceedings. 

O ver 40 anti-nuclear activists gathered 
at a comfortable weekend camp venue 

for a series of discussions, forums. work­
shops and meetings. Major anti-nuclear 
groups from all over Australia were repre­
sented including: 

Campaign Against Nuclear Energy 
(CANE) SA 
Friends of the Earth (FOE) Vic. 
Greenpeace NSW 
Movement Against Uranium Mining 
(MAUM) NSW & Vic. 
Nuclrar Free & Independent Pacific 
(NFIP) ACT 
Nuclear Free WA Network WA 
People for Nuclear Disarmament 
(PND) Vic. NSW & Tas. 
World Information Service on Energy 
(WISE) Qld. 

A written report was received from the 
Northern Territory Environment Centre. 

A range of workshops and information­
sharing sessions enabled participants to 
discuss Australia's links in the worldwide 
nuclear network. Some of the major 
discussions and resultant directions for 
CNFA are: 

• The campaign against Nuclear ships 
visiting Australian ports is growing 
stronger nationwide. There are versions 
of a Peace Fleet now operating in 
Fremantle, Adelaide. Sydney and 
Melbourne. Greenpeace has also taken 
strong action in Darwin and the CNFA 
is being increasingly supported by the 
maritime unions. 

• Members of CNFA joined the rally at 
Princes Pieron Monday9 June 1986 to 
protest against the USS Rathhurne (a 
nuclear weapons capable frigate) in the 
heart of Nuclear Free Melbourne! I 

• The Anti-Bases Coalition is also gather­
ing strength as it works towards high-

Larn- Marshall is joinr-com•enor of' MA UM 
l'ic. 

lighting 19 October 1988 when the lease 
for Pine Gap comes up for renewal. 

• The Alice Springs Peace Group has 
called for National actions to begin a 
year of pressure on the Federal Govern­
ment culminating in the withdrawal of 
the lease for the Nuclear Base.2 

There is a growing awareness amongst 
anti-nuclear activists that the struggle by 
the Aboriginal people for landrights is at 
the very heart of the criticisms we have of 
the way our society operates. The structures 
which have allowed the destruction of the 
Aboriginal culture and the murder of the 
Aboriginal people are the same structures 
which now oversee the destruction of the 
environment and threaten life on this 
planet. We spoke of working together with 
Aboriginal communities in each state and 
planned some responses to the Bicentennial 
Celebrations in 1988. The CNFA must 
respond to this event and it is time to listen 
to Aboriginal people in order to work out 
the most effective approaches for all of us. 

There are enormous implications of the 
Nuclear Power Plant meltdown a t 
Chernobyl for the anti-nuclear movement 
worldwide. The immediate and long term 
effe_cts on human life and the fragile 
environment must be monitored on an 
international level. The European anti­
nuclear voice is growing in strength even 
inside France and the eastern bloc. In 
Australia, responses in each state were 
similar with rallies being held in the city 
centres and research continuing towards a 
more comprehensive statement of 
considered strategies and actions) The 
thrust of the discussion was aimed at 
highlighting the 'soft energy' options for 
Australia and the world. 

There was discussion on the ALP 
conference in July 1986 and the role of the 
anti~nuclear movement in the peri@d" 
leadmg up to the next federal election. A 
'Boycott' of the parliamentary parties and 
their indistinguishable policies on so many 
issues of concern was one alternative which 
will be debated further at the next CNFA 
consultation in December 1986. 

There was new information on the 'U'­
mining industry. State Governments have 
been granting companies exploration 
licences for uranium and at Manyingee in 
WA a very large 'pilot' plant has been set 
up with French companies funding the 

project. 4 We also heard updates on the 
mismanagment and resulting strike action 
taken at the Ranger uranium mine. the 
state of play regarding the declaration of 
stage 3 of Kakadu National Park5 and the 
scaling down of operations at Roxbv 
Downs in SA. -

The CNFA conference was successful in 
a number of important ways. Many activists 
met 'face to face' for the first time and set 
up strong links which will be invaluable as 
the ideas for national actions take form 
over the next twelve months. We gained a 
clearer understanding of the particular 
situation facing each group in their own 
state. New information and resources were 
available for all to share (videos. slide kits. 
newsletters, magazines, reports etc.) 

The CNFA will consolidate its inform­
ation through its newsletter and the WISE 
bulletin and seek thereby to extend the 
opportunities for well coordinated national 
actions. We will work to better develop our 
links with each other and with like-minded 
groups in each state to form effective anti­
nuclear alliances aimed at strengthening 
~ur combined impact . 

Footnotes: 
I. British. French and US warships ma\· be 
visiting Australian ports in October 1986.as a 
part of naval exercises already planned by the 
government. 
2. A 'national action' and rallies in each state 
are expected on 19 October 1986. There is also a 
campaign aimed at sending acorns to the US 
embassy to buv back our land. 
3. Some of these responses will be printed in the 
next few weeks by MAU M Sydney (a booklet) 
and by FOE and MAUM Melbourne (a back­
ground briefing) and in a 16 page insert in Chain 
Reaction. 
4. A video of the Manvingee mine is ,nailablc 
from Carl Drury PO Box 11~4 Fremantle WA 
6160. 
5. The Federal ALP government isattmpting to 
slide out or its commitment to declaring st71ge 
three of Kakadu !\ational Park b\· h,i'Ying-a 
smaller portion (JOri- or 12r;. of the origi~1al 
land) declared as the new stage three. 

Contact: This year the C.\F~ Secretariat 
is located in .\felhoume with Friend, o(rhe 
Earth (FOE) and rhe .\/01·,·111e111 Ag~i11.1·1 
Ura11i11111 Mining (.WA['.\,/). For 1110rc 
i11fim11a1i1111 11Tite 111 C\FA S£'Crerariar. 
cf - MA l' .\I. :!85 Lr. Lonsdale Sr .. 
Afelhoume . . WOO r k . 
Or 11ho11e (03) 663 / ./_'8_ 
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Books 
Aids and the New Puritanism 
By Dennis Altman 
Pluto Press, London and Sydney' 1986 
228 pages $11.95 

Reviewed by Tom Worsnop 

AIDS burst upon the world as a 'gay 
disease' with the full force of religious 
crusading, multimedia hype and expertism 
masquerading as knowledge. Instead of 
being informed we were shouted at. With 
this book the context of the AIDS problem 
is explored; the problem facing mainly gay 
men is discussed from a viewpoint very 
much attuned to those most affected, both 
physically and emotionally, and on wh_ose 
shoulders the trauma landed. There 1s a 
largely American bias in the work, bu~ it 
quite easily translates to an Austrahan 
situation and to Western living generally. 
Importantly this book, more than most 
others dealing with the topic, has had the 
clear insi6ht to include some truths about 
the political influences on the spread of 
AIDS, while dealing with the personal 
sympathetically. 

Altman's discussion begins from the gay 
community, experiencing eontradictory 
moralist and liberal influences. At one end 
of the spectrum is the gay liberation 
movement of the seventies and the freedom 
of expression gained from it, and at the 
other the shove-us-all-in-boxes-and-be­
thankful-we've-even-got-them ethic led by 
the Reagans and Falwells of the new right. 
Thrown upon this confusing array of 
acceptability came the AIDS epidemi~, 
and scapegoating was the result. This 
syndrome ate at the very core of gay 
sexuality, and also at the self-respect of an 
emerging community. Neither gays, nor 
the rest of the world was given a clear 
understanding of the AIDS problem, and 
it was left to the competition of scientific 
discovery and patenting to solve a complex 
disease. The French and American research 
teams finally resorted to the courts to 
decide who were the first to identify the 
source organism, while those afflicted were 

22 Chain Reaction 

dying or seriously ill. This was the world's 
response tci the epidemic, a response 
totally out of tune with the psyche of the 
gay subculture. 

AIDS 
AND THE NEW 
PURITANISM 

DENNIS ALTMAN 

From this point Altman goes on to the 
way different groups responded to the 
AIDS threat. Coming in for particular 
criticism. is the US government's health 
service. The epidemic's quick spread was 
largely due to the policies of successive 
conservative governments who were cutting 
back on public health to fund the world­
wide offensives by the military. He empha­
sises the way the AIDS virus could afflict 
anyone, though its path of infection was 
particular to a few communities (intra­
venous drug users, haemophiliacs and 
Haitians as well as homosexual men). The 
combination of social stigma, poor public 
health facility and a swing of consciousness 
to external political threats meant AIDS as 
human suffering was forgotten. 

There is, however, a relief to this, and 
credit is given to the many gay groups who 
worked to organise a disparate and fright­
ened gay community into a politically 
intelligent and informative AIDS service. 
The personal sufferings and losses were 

also cared for by these groups, and a well­
researched plethora of groups came in for 
congratulations. . 

Sexual behaviour and the changes and 
challenges brought about by the Aids 
epidemic are then considered. While the 
epidemic is still around, without a known 
cure this topic could not be fully concluded. 
Altman, however, points to several possible 
behavioural and emotional points to be 
considered: 

One of the problems in talking about sex is to 
disentangle what people actually do from what 
they think about it - that is to separate 
behaviour from ideology. It is not merely that 
gay men have drastically altered their sexual 
behaviour in response to AIDS: even more 
importantly, the epidemic has forced us to think 
very differently about sex, and to question many 
of the assumptions about the sort of life gay men 
have been constructing over the past ten years. 

Overall, 'AIDS and the New Puritanism' 
offers a clear-sighted view of the gay 
community and its ability to respond to the 
deadly disease. The insight into the psyche 
of a community having to come to terms 
not only with a threat to individual lives 
but also to itself as a whole and to the right 
to self-expression is impressive. Although 
a somewhat heavy text, the messages are 
clear and accessible, and what we face has 
surfaced well. 

Tom Worsnop is a member of FOE · 
Collingwood and the 3CR Gay Radio 
Collective. 

Why Vegan: The Ethics Of Eating And 
The Need For Change by Kath Clements, 
GMP Publishers/ Heretic Books, 
London, 1985, 96 pages, $9.95 
(paperback). 

Reviewed by Phil Shannon. 

The slim manifesto 'Why Vegan', by Kath 
Clements of the Vegan Society in England, 
will be a boon to all of us who suffer verbal 
jests · about the quirks of adopting our 
healthy meatless food and exercise regimes. 
You know, the office jibes of the flesh­
eaters and sugar-junkies at the morning 
tea-break like 'go on have a piece of cake -
it's free-range sugar' or 'we'll outlive you 
yet - if you don't starve from your diet of 

seaweed and raw eggs. you'll be run over 
while jogging one day by a health-food 
truck'. We can retort. a ided by the argu­
ments in 'Why Vegan'. about our office 
colleagues committing mass nutritional 
su icide. or their stoicism in facing death by 
chicken liver pate and white bread. or 
being proto-fascists in perpetrating food 
trade exploitation against the poor of the 
Third World. 

But there is a literally deadly serious 
aspect to all this good-natured banter. 
Clements argues that a vegan diet in the 
West is essential both for the health and 
moral well-being of our overfed but under­
nourished population. and for life itself for 
the starved and dying in the poor countries. 

WHY VEGAN 

Veganism is the radical wing of vege­
tarianism. The vegan not only rejects meat 
but any food of animal origin including 
dairy products and eggs. Veganism has its 
own 'ultra' wing which renounces the use 
of animals for any human purpose such as 
wool, leather, soap. zoos, circuses, farms. 
pets, sport. Clements belongs to this wing 
and is critical of those 'moderate' vege­
tarians who, by consuming milk and cheese 
for example-, are complicit in animal 
suffering by propping up the evils of the 
dairy industry such as forced pregnancy 
and the 'daily mass slaughter' of calves to 
obtain rennet for cheese-making. She is 
abruptly dismissive of 'vegetarians' who 
drink milk or own pets, but although logic 
and morality are on her side, she could be 
more generous to those who have made the 
rather large and challenging step of renounc­
ing meat but who are not yet prepared to 
go the whole vegan way. 

Clements sprints through the familiar 
arguments against meat. A meat diet is 

ecologically wasteful because only one­
tenth of plant protein consumed by an 
animal is converted into meat protein and 
even that meat is poisoned and laced with 
degenerative disease-causing fats. A meat 
diet exploits our poor countries by forcing 
them to grow grain for export to fatten our 
livestock instead of for agricultural self­
sufficiency. For every overfed meat-eater 
in . the rich countries there are ten mal­
nourished in the poor. Every bottle of milk 
contains a large measure of death of calves 
and pain and suffering of the cows. Meat­
eating is ethically indefensible and un­
Christian - a non-vegan diet means 'a 
Belsen every day' for animals. If none of 
these altruistic reasons cuts any carnivorous 
ice, there is always the selfish appeal to the 
taste-buds; in terms of eating pleasure, 
giving up meat is 'liberation not self­
discipline or going without'. 

Clements dismisses with a polite snort 
the 'necessity' of animals for protein and 
vitamin 812 without which we would 
supposedly die. There are, she says. altern-
atives to the allegedly essential animal 
nutrients . Clements also takes her demoli­
tion derby against the 'meat and milk 
myth' into the fields of anthropology and 
metaphysics. We are not, she believes. 
hunters by origin (we are primarily frugi­
vores) or nature ( our teeth. jaws and 
intestines are totally different to carni­
vores'). Killing is a reluctantly learned 
behaviour. 'Where does our revulsion 
against killing come from?', she asks. 'The 
true carnivores'. she answers rhetorically. 
'kill without compassion. Might we suspect 
from this that killing for food is not natural 
to us?' 

Clements' arguments cover an impressive 
range but by not grappling with the 
counter-a rguments in detail. they may 
sound like mere assertions and fail to 
convince the flesh-eaters. Another of the 
book's weaknesses concerns Clements' 
strategy for social change. After correctly 
pointing to the two prongs of the problem, 
the 'colossal vested interests' of the food 
multinationals and the 'blinkered table 
habits' of consumers. she opts for a naive 
solution based solely on cumulative indi­
vidual dietary changes without the need for 
any bothersome class struggle or collective 
political ~ct ion against the economic system 
responsible for the food capitalists' power. 
'Different social structures', she wistfully 
hopes. 'would arise as the.rich and powerful 
elite of the world's meat-eaters changed 
their diet, and new economic patterns 
would emerge'. Vegan capitalists. however, 
a lthough not exploiting animals would still 
louse up the environment (which includes 
animals) and people. in their rapacious 
search for profit. Ron Reagan switching to 
tofuburgers will not halt Star Wars. 

Clements as political theo nst and strate­
gist may be ha rd to dige t but not so her 
vegan recipes for adults and babies included 
in the book. Through practical advice and 
moral persuasion she succeeds in arguing 
that people by going vega n will at least be 
able to absolve their 'bloop guilt'. The 
book will leave fles h-eaters and milk-drink­
ing vegetarians with an uncomfortable 
feeling. both mora lly and in the stomach. 
and this is the firs t step on the road to 
social change. 

Phil Sha1111un is a m emher of the Co111111unis1 
Panr of A ustralia all(/ a puhlic serm111 in 
Canherra. 

In The Rainforest by Catherine 
Caulfield, Picador London 1986. 304 
pages. $12.95. 
Reviewed by Flick Wright 

One reason that the Central American 
rainforests seem doomed to disappear is 
that their destruction takes five cents off 
the price of an American hamburger. 

In The Rainforest is a marvellous book. 
Catherine Caulfield. an American journ­
alist who lives in London. has combined a 
battery of statistics and information about 
the state of the world's rainforests with an 
explanation of the politica l. economic and 
social factors that have affected their past 
and will determine their future . This 
information is impressively con eyed in an 
entertaining and thoroughly readable way. 

Even while the reader is repeatedly shocked 
and outraged by the va ri ety of ways 
rainforests have been and a re being de­
graded and destroyed. it is impossible to 
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stop reading. Caulfield's treatment of her 
material is fascinating; frequently ironic, 
often amusing but never lapsing into 
hysteria. 

In The Rainforest is primarily about 
tropical rainforests as distinct from seas­
onal rainforests . 'Two-thirds of the world's 
rainforest is the wetter, richer equatorial 
type. The major concentrations are in 
lowland Amazonia, the Congo Basin, 
Sumatra, Borneo and Papua New Guinea.' 
It is a fact that much of the world's 
rainforests have already been destroyed 
and virtually all of what remains is under 
threat. Environmentalists are now familiar 
with the USN ational Academy of Sciences 
1980 estimate that: 'Over fifty million acres 
of rainforest - an area the size of England, 
Scotland and Wales - is destroyed each 
year'. The obvious questions are why is this 
happening and !low can we prevent it? · 

Ms. Caulfield travelled extensively to 
observe a number of activities currently 
being undertaken in rainforests as well as 
viewing the legacies of pr!!vious ventures. 
She describes in detail an almost laughable 
plan to generate hydro-electric power in 
Brazil that involves flooding areas of 
rainforest that make the Tasmanian HEC 
plans for the Franklin / Lower Gordon 
look like those for a back yard swimming 
pool. The project has already begun 
despite the lack of any detailed environ­
mental study. There are a number of very 
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good reasons why the project would be 
well advised not to proceed based on 
problems found with similar projects, not 
to mention that the rainforest to be flooded 
is inhabited. Discussion of the projects 
visited by Caulfield is all the more pertinent 
being interspersed with observations and 
quotes from critics and advocates. Her 
detailed research took her to: transmig­
ration (re-settlement) in Indonesia, mining 
and logging operations in New Guinea, 
cattle-raising, logging and crop growing in 
Columbia and numerous other places. She 
spoke to a range of people including 
scientists, company employees, bureau­
crats, politicians and peasant fa rmers. 

The chapters describe specific projects 
and activities u,1dertaken in rainforests or 
address features of rainforests that make 
them distinctive such as the flora and 
fauna, soil fertility , rainfall and water 
catchment, as a home to forest dwellers 
and usefulness to the world at large as 
possible sources of medicines and reser­
voirs of carbon. The chapters could be 
used independently for study purposes as 
unfamiliar terms and concepts are explained 
each time they appear and the book is free 
from jargon. Combined, the chapters 
present a consistent and intelligent argu­
ment for the need of greater care and 
understanding of the complexity of 
rainforests. 

Throughout In The Rainforest, Caulfield 
also includes an analysis of the factors that 
cause the destruction of the rainforests 
apart from the alleged need for rainforest 
products and the land it grows upon. It 
becomes increasingly clear that govern­
ments throughout the world have ultimate 
responsibility for the state of the rain­
forests. The issues behind the exploitation 
in each and every country with rainforest 
include: land distribution, population dens­
ities, distribution of wealth, farming 
techniques, land management, logging and 
mining practices, education, foreign invest­
ment, export markets, energy consump­
tion, and the list goes on. There is also the 
issue of the violation of human rights each 
~im~ an area of rainforest inhabited by 
md1genous people is felled, flood ed or 
similarly destroyed. 

In The Rainforest is not difficult reading. 
However, it is often saddening. Human 
folly on such a large scale is irresponsible 
and the effects are tragic. Thankfully the 
reader is frequently rewarded with beautiful 
descriptions of those forests we do have left 
which must surely serve as an incentive for 
us to become active in their preservation. I 
thank Ms. Caulfield for her sane, intelligent 
and rational book. I only hope I have done 
it justice. 

Flick Wrigh1 is an ac1ivist and a member of 
the ChaifJ. Reaction collective. 

Australian 
Nativ 
Card 

Greeting 

Designs by an Australian 
artist printed on quality 
card in brown on cream. 
Six designs for $4. 7 5 
Send your cheque or· money order to: 
Numbat Graphics 
PO Box 530E 
Melbourne, Vic. 3001. 

Thirty-eight back copies of Chain 
Reaction - all those published 
from autumn 1976 (except vol 2 
no 3 of which we will supply a 
reprint of the major stories) -
are available as a set for $57. 
Add another $2.75 to include this 
edition (no 46). 

Summer 1985-86, no 44 -
Namb1a and the uranium trade 
Eden woodchipping, Nicaragu~. 
Law and Order in the UK · 
Bhopal, London dumping' 
convention, International peace 
year, Watsonia peace camp, 
Sydney's Eastern Distributer 
$2.50. ' 

/ 

SMITH s,- ' -
(OLLINCWooo-

3066//~ 

Ph. 4-l9S,OO 

Autumn 1986, no 45 - Getting 
Together and Broad Left Subic 
Bay, National Land Rights 
Legislation, Victorian 
Government conservation 
strategy, Non-violence assessed. 
$2.75. 



Help Close the cap 

Please send me . . . 

Eagle& Galah T-Shirt$18 ( + $1 postage) $ __ 
Chinese T-Shirt sizes 32 34 36 38 40 42 44 
Black Cockatoos T-Shirt $18 ( +$1 postage) $ 
Chinese T-Shirt sizes 32 34 36 38 40 42 44 
Black Cockatoos Postcard 80¢ $ 
Clean-up Pine Gap Poster $5 ( +$1.70 postage) $ 

NAME __________ _ 

ADDRESS ____ _ 

P/ CODE 

Please send cheque or money order to: 
Alice Springs Bases Campaign 
PO 1637 
Alice Springs NT 5750 

TOTAL 

$ - -
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JO\~ CLEAN-UP PINE GAP 
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