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Global Challenge: From crisis to Co-opera-
tion: Breaking the North-South Stalemate.
Report of the Socialist International Com-
mittee on Economic Policy, Chaired by
Michael Manly, President Willy Brandt.
Pan Books, London and Sydney, 1985, 222
pages, $

Reviewed by Dr George Venturini.

Those like myself who grew up in admira-
tion of Willy Brandt may forgive him the
romantic notion that his prestige could
influence the Soviets, who have persistently
refused to join the North-South dialogue.
Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko said in
1974:

We shall never accept, either in theory or
practice, the false concept of the world being
divided into ‘rich’ and ‘poor’ countries, which
equates the socialist countries and certain other

states that have extracted so much wealth from’

countries under colonial yoke.

Herbert Ernst Karl Frahm was no ambi-
dextrous social democrat; he battled the
Nazis in the streets of Berlin, and when the
lights went out in Germany he fled to
Norway where he later fought in the resist-
ance as Willy Brandt. His North-South
Report sparked an unprecedented inter-
national interest in most, but not all,
capitals of the world.

As the economies of the North staggered
under the double blow of recession and
monetarism of the Reagan, Thatcher and
Fraser (and successors?) regimes, and the
failure at the Cancun summit, the Socialist
International began to consider the need to
re-examine basic issues and plan new
approaches to development, democracy
and the world economy. Between Brandt’s
North-South Report and Global Challenge,
the Palme Report on Common Security
drew the connection between disarmament
and development.

While the second Brandt Report, entitled
Common Crisis, mirrored the bleaker
perspectives of 1983 and the Holland
Project became part of the thinking of the
European Left, Palme, Common Crisis
and Holland all contributed to the book
under review; Global Challenge. It is not
possible to take issue with any of the points
made in it, or its main conclusions and
recommendations: the desire for ‘a multi-
lateral solution’ to world problems; the
‘challenge to the domination of the world
economy by a handful of giant transnation-
al corporations; the establishment of a
New International Economic Order; the
faith in new ‘indications of an interest in
dialogue’ by Eastern Europe; the identifi-
cation of conservatives and monetarist
policies as the cause of global slump; the
‘mutual interests’ of both North and South
in disarmament which at present ‘are

blocked by global militarism; and the
condemnation of military expenses which
sap the energy and resources of the world.
All that Global Challenge says, ‘implies
major changes in the current policy ap-
proach and reform of international insti-
tutions, as well as a realignment of the
global development agenda.’

Unfortunately much depends upon ‘the
North [beginning] the process of resolving
its own crisis’. Until then:

. . . there are only limited prospects for develop-
ment of the South. But so long as multilateral
'solutions are blocked by individual powers or
superpowers, like-minded countries in both North
and South should work together and through
their regional institutions, create a new model of
development and pioneer joint recovery pro-
grammes.

In Global Challenge the sanguine com-
mitment of Brandt, Palme and Holland
seems to be diluted in a lot of airy-fairy
propositions. One cannot help the melan-
choly thought that this report of the
Socialist International carries the signa-
tures of the Australian Labor Party, of the
chronically splintered Italian Socialists, of
one of the Socialist parties of France, and
of the two Japanese Socialist Parties
(confined forever, it seems, to permanent
opposition.)

Global Challenge is dated August 1985.
A few months earlier, the Hawke Government
(in which prominently sits Ralph Willis
whose contribution to Global Challenge is
dutifully acknowledged) yet again aban-
doned principle for a pragmatistic pirou-
ette. The ‘Labor show’ demanded an act of
obeisance to the money market men. The
British Labour Party had performed (un-
successfully as it turned out) in 1976. The
French Socialists will shortly see whether
their demarche in 1983 was adequate. The
month before Global Challenge was sent to
the press, the Italian ‘Socialists’ had seen
their lira losing almost 209% against the
American dollar in less than a market day.
An enraged but impotent prime minister
spoke of ‘monetary terrorism’. It was not
50, unless one wishes to so label the activity
of the Italian State super-holding, Ente
Nazionale Idrocarburi (ENI) the third-
largest non-American corporation in the
world, which had chosen that day to
gamble on its own currency by speculating
on a much-rumoured, forthcoming devalu-
ation.

As the Report warns, the North must
begin ‘the process of resolving its own
crisis’ and then direct its attention to the
Global Challenge. Within it, Australia
seems another world, another problem.

Dr Venturini is a Friend of The Earth and
was a Senate candidate for The Nuclear
Disarmament Party in the December 1984
election.
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The Handmaid's Tale by Margaret
Atwood, Jonathon Cape, London, 1985

Reviewed by Larry O’Loughlin.

This one was not a freebie from the
publishers, but a gift from a friend who
seemed to think it was relevant because we
had just had an experience with viable
ovaries.

We are not immediately told why, but
there are very few fertile women in the
republic of Gilead. Those with viable
ovaries are known as handmaids and
attached to high-ranking ‘Commanders’
from whom they take their name. The
storyteller is Offred and her tale is a
chilling account of a time which seems
designed by T.V. evangelists and the Right
to Life. Roles are clear-cut and seem quite
fixed. Women have their places as domestic
servants, handmaids or official Wives of
the Commanders. The Wives have power
only in that they are able to relatively freely
congregate with other Wives and they
direct their households. This is the highest
position in society for a woman, as evinced
by Serena Joy, Fred's wife, who was a
former religious T.V. star. The Wives super-
ficially accept their role, while waiting for
their Handmaids to give birth, when they
go through a ritual symbolic birth and
eventually adopt the child as their own.

The Handmaid’s life is one of isolation.
Dressed in red habit-like garments, they
are the new nuns, their lives devoted to
procreation. They are fed and watched and
undergo the monthly ‘ceremony’ with their
Commander and the wife in a bizarre form
of intercourse.

But underneath the suppression there
lives a world of humans — individual lives
distorted by their environment. Offred has
memories, and an imagination. She
remembers her daughter and her husband/
lover, Luke. And she has seen resistance
and escape and she starts to believe that she
too can get away. But what are her choices?

The Commander wants to see her
secretly, without his Wife knowing. The
reason? He wants someone to talk to, to
play games with, to show things like banned
pornography. He wants to please Offred
and she realises that she is gaining power
and she savours it.

Serena Joy arranges for Offred to fuck
with the Commander’s driver Nick, to
increase the chances of a successful preg-
nancy. More power, and Offred uses it to
take human comfort and continues to fuck
with Nick even after Serena Joy’s arrange-
ment has finished.

There is a further surprise when Offred
finds that Ofglen, with whom she shops,
knows of an underground femaleroad with
the code word “Mayday”. But Ofglen
reveals her politics and is taken away by

the Eyes, who cruise in black vans with a
white-winged eye on the side. But the story
is not as important as what it says about
people’s basic need for love and human
contact. Ofglen remembers Luke and relives
him through Nick. The Commander seeks
forbidden contact with Ofglen and Serena
Joy seeks the other wives and waits for a

baby. i

Margaret Atwood attracts me with her
style which is at once vivid and spare. [ had
a great sense of the desolation felt by
Ofglen as she lay in her room which had
been carefully adjusted to remove all means
of suicide. She begins to realise the fate of
the previous Offred and she finds a message
scratched on the bottom of the wardrobe
which she doesn’t understand — ‘Nolite te
bastardes carborundorum’.

The only thing I didn’t like about the
book was the final chapter which provided

acontext and rationale for the book and its
characters, but which answered questions
which were quite satisfactory as questions.
It smacked of a happy ending and the book
deserved better than an academic discus-
sion, however much it was a parody.

This is a fascinating and absorbing book
and when | have re-read it I could produce
avery different review. [ will also have read
more of Margaret Atwood’s work as
immediately after the The Handmaid's
Tale 1 went to Bodilv Harm and I'm
looking for more.

The Handmaid's Tale is set in a world
where the environment has gone wrong,
but it’s also a world where the politics have
gone to the right to cope with the crises.
That makes it a book relevant to us all.

Larry O’Loughlin is a member of the
Chain Reaction collective.
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conducted in the vast spaces in

centre of Anstralia . . . with gil our

natural advantages for this purpose.
Robert-Menzies, 1953

No Conceivable Injury
by Robert Milliken.
Penguin Books, Melb., 1986, 382 pp, $7.95

Reviewed by Larry O’Loughlin.

Robert Milliken has written ‘the story of
Britain and Australia’s atomic cover up’
and he has also written the story of the
Royal Commission into British Nuclear
Tests in Australia in the same book. They
are both very good stories and I suspect
that he has saved us the trouble of reading
the actual Commission report itself. I can
only suspect this, because I have not read
the report.

I like the way he has constructed the
story, he works chronologically, tracing
back and forwards as necessary to explain
points, but also manages to address themes
in each of his chapters.

The book’s title comes from a Robert
Menzies quote (did that man die of cancer?
he deserved to) where he said of the tests
‘No conceivable injury to life, limb or
property could emerge . . ." The British,
desperate as they were after the Second
World War to regain some of their former

glory, had little concern for life or limb as
they strove to develop their own nuclear
weapons after the Americans had snubbed
them for security reasons. It was these
reasons that led to Australia being chosen
as the test site. The British wanted to use
the well equipped US sites in Nevada or the
Marshall Islands but highly publicised spy
trials stopped that. So British PM Atlee,
cabled Menzies asking for permission to
use the Monte Bello Islands. Menzies took
three days to say yes. He did not even
barter even though the Australian Govern-
ment had been seeking British help with
the development of its own nuclear reactor.

Britain made the 33rd nuclear explosion
in the world on the 3rd of October 1952
after 29 US and three Russian. Australia
then played host for five years for a total of
twelve explosions with the largest being 60
kilotons at the Monte Bello Islands in
1956. We will never know how many
people were killed or died early or were
maimed by the bombs. I wonder whether,
after Japan, more people in Australia have
been killed by atomic explosions than in
any other country.

The chapter on the Aborigines reveals
the 1950’s attitudes which must have sent
many to their death. However, in that
geographical area, Aborigines do not speak
of those who are dead. The Royal Com-
mission was very concerned about effects
of the tests on Aborigines, due in part at
least to the presence amongst the Commis-
sioner of William Jonas, an academic in
geography whose grandfather had an
Aboriginal parent. Other Commissioners
were Jill Fitch who had been a health
physicist and former Senator, ‘Diamond’
Jim McLelland. McLelland had a refresh-
ing approach to being a Royal Commis-
sioner, he had said about the British
Government in an interview just before the
release of the report ‘Frankly, my approach
was “fuck you bastards, we’ll get what we
can out of you, even if we have to shame
you intq it by going public and showing
what you’re about.” And it worked.” It
worked in that 38 tonnes of previously
classified material was delivered to the
Royal Commission after he went on TV
and into the papers in Britain.

True, the governments of Britain and
Australia took just seven weeks to shelve
the report, but the Royal Commission had
more value than just its recommendations.
It showed ‘the alliance of politics and
science was never so successful as in the
1950’s, when it laid the groundwork for
[the] arms race . . .’

Milliken’s book is another successful
‘product’ of that Royal Commission, and it
is an excellent resource in itself.

Larry O'Loughl—in is a member of the
Chain Reaction collective.
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Cards

Designs by an Australian
artist printed on quality
card in brown on cream.

Six designs for $4.75

Send your cheque or money order to:
Numbat Graphics

PO Box 530E

Melbourne, Vic. 3001.
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Thirty-nine back copies of Chain Reaction —
all those published from autumn 1976
(except vol 2 no 3 of which we will supply a
reprint of the major stories) are available as a
lset for $57. Add another $2.75 to include this

edition.

Ithat appeared in CR 46 is also available as a

hernobyl: The specizﬁeature on Chernobyl
reprint for $1.00.

An independent Marxist journal
of cricitism and discussion.
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SUBSCRIPTION
RATES

Individuals $12
Institutions $20

Payable to:
Arena
PO Box 18
Nth Carlton
Vic 3054.
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