




































INTERVIEW 

,. Phillip Toyne 
The ACF: Where to now? 

. 
The Australian Conservation Foundation (ACF) is Australia's largest con­
servation organisation. This year the ACF appointed Phillip Toyne, former 
legal adviser to the Central Lands Council, to be its Director. Larry 
O'Loughlin .from Chain Reaction spoke to him after two weeks in his 
new job. 

ACF's name and address at 
its national office in Haw­
thorn seem to suggest a big, 
staid organisation. Appearan­
ces soon change that impres­
sion. The offices are bland 
and unimpressive, with 
photocopiers in the corridors 
and thin partitions dividing 
work areas. A busy train line 
passes by the Director's 
office and one can watch the 
top of trains through what 
was once a lovely arched 
window, until another parti­
tion divided it from the next 
office. (I wondered if people 
ever signed those partitions!) 

Phillip Toyne was sitting at 
a small desk pushed into the 
comer of a room that looked 
like an afterthought - a 
space between two doors. 
The new Director was wear­
ing moleskin trousers and a 
healthy Central Australian 
suntan. He rose from his 
desk, greeted me and sat at 
the opposite end of a school 
surplus laminex-topped table. 

So I believed him when he 
said that ACF was not a 
wealthy organisation with 
wondrous resources at its 
command. 

office in South Australia, for 
instance, and we badly need 
one. It's a brick-by-brick pro­
cess and the Northern Ter­
ritory and South Australia are 
the missing bricks. The great 
strength of the organisation is 
that at least it has councillors 
coming from each area, so 
there is a good cross pollina­
tion of ideas and views that 
way. But we need a cam­
paigning presence every­
where.' 

I wondered aloud whether 
there was a difference with 
organisations from out bush 
being far more grass roots 
than ACF. 

'It's recently become ob­
vious that the ACF has too 
much to do for the employed 
staff to cover the field, and 
there's an exciting new push 
inside the organisation to 
redefine the role of members 
into a much more vigorous 
one than it has been in the 
past 

'That's being done in two 
major ways - a relook at the 
role of the branches so that 
they will have some signifi­
cant role, not only in cam-

paigns, but in the preparation 
of policy. Also, the role of the 
volunteers. We want to utilise 
our volunteers in a whole 
range of things. Recently we 
had volunteer orientations to 
get people more attuned to 
what the organisation is on 
about. It is much better if 
volunteers are involved in the 
work of the organisation, and 
not just spectators to it' 

Hard financial times and a 
lack of resources seem to in­
dicate that ACF will be cut­
ting back on its activities. But 
Phillip Toyne was not ready 
to accept limitations. 

'It does mean that we must 
be more stringent in assign­
ing priorities. We have got to 
maintain a national view of 
things so that we 're not 
finding ourselves buried in 
local issues from which we 
can't extract national mes­
sages.' 

He cited as a good ex -
ample, the ACF's decision 
not to get involved in the dis­
pute over the high-tension 
power lines through 
Brunswick, Victoria, which is 
rapidly becoming a powerful 

issue in several local council 
areas. Although the ACF is 
not involved, he still sees that 
it has a role to play. 'It ought 
to have an interest in the 
question of whether high-ten­
sion lines constitute a health 
threat to people because there 
are literally thousands of 
kilometres of power lines 
going through residential 
areas around the country.' 

Phillip Toyne also wants to 
be sure that the ACF 
rationalises its campaigns and 
activities so that it does not 
duplicate the work of other 
organisations or compete 
with them. He says he· brings 
no blinding new insights to 
these problems or how to 
resolve them, and believes 
that the best thing to do is to 
talk. 

I see another glimmer of 
light and ask whether the 
ACF will now be supporting 
other sorts of activity beyond 
policy formulation and lobby­
ing, citing rallies and block­
ades as examples. 

'ACF has always been en­
gaged in those sorts of &c­
tivi ties. People tend to forget 
that ACF injected a large 
amount of money and energy 
into the Franklin campaign. I 
suppose that what concerns 
the Council is that the or­
ganisation contributed so 
much and no one knows they 
were there. Everyone knows 
that the Wilderness Society 
was there, and for very 
proper reasons. They did a 
wonderful job. But there 
must be concern for ACF if 
they're doing contributory 
work and not being recog­
nised for it. It has to affect 
membership levels for a start. 
We've got to make sure that 
ACF's work is well known, 
both to the community at 
large and to the members.' 

It is his impression that 

'We're desperately seeking 
to keep our campaign staff up 
and we're trying to expand 
our operations. We'v~ __ got no 

'I see enormous potential for cementing links between Aboriginal groups 
and the environment movement, and the peace movement for that matter. 
We can no longer afford the luxury of special-interest groups and running 
our own way.' 
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ACF is very keen to raise its 
profile politically and become 
a more vigorous lobbying 
voice, especially nationally, 
and that it was felt that his 
experience with Aboriginal 

'It is economic madness to simply exploit our national resources - our 
forests and our minerals - to fling off vast quantities of unprocessed 
materials overseas and then have to import manufactured materials at 
mu~h higher cost.' 

land rights involved similar ...._-----------.-------------,-------------1-
skills. I asked whether this 
meant that Aboriginal issues 
were going to become more 
important. 

'There is a great deal of 
commonality of interest bet­
ween Aboriginal politics and 
conservation politics, because 
both groups are suffering 
from the same sorts of 
problem, that is, being drop­
ped off the agenda of national 
concerns in the face of econ­
omic imperatives that are 
being put on us by business 
and the mining and timber 
industries in particular. The 
Federal Government is doing 

. everything it can do to 
reinforce this. The big task 
ahead of the conservation 
movement is now to assert 
that there are quality-of-life 
values that have to be added 
to any equation of what's 
going to be done in this coun­
try. We have got to start tack­
ling the political structures to 
make sure that we can start 
injecting these views into the 
debate. Also, we've got to 
develop the capacity to chal­
lenge economic judgements 
and that's something that 
ACF's working on now.' 

The ACF is currently 
preparing a major submission 
on the economy to present to 
the Senate Standing Commit­
tee on Trade and Manufactur­
ing. 'Our basic proposition 
will be that it is economic 
madness to simply exploit 
our national resources - our 
forests and our minerals - to 
fling off vast quantities of 
unprocessed materials over­
seas and then have to import 
manufactured materials at 
much higher cost. Our argu­
ment will obviously be that 
we've got to strike a balance 
where we have sustainable 
growth based on renewable 

resources and that we've got 
to be extremely wary about 
the use of our national 
resources and not take short­
term profit from resources 
which must run out. That's 
going to rely on expert econ­
omic advice, and that's some­
thing I don't have; very few 
people in the environment 
movement do, but it's some­
thing we've got to go 
beyond.' 

ACF receives more money 

'from the Federal Government 
than any other single conser­
vation organisation in Aus­
tralia. I asked how this affects 
the things ACF can say and 
its relations with the Gov­
ernment. 

'We get only 10 per cent of 
our money from the Govern­
ment and it's critically ipor­
tant. But I'm used to working 
for Aboriginal organisations 
that get all of their money 
from government and they're 
in a much more tend~r posi-

tion because, when it comes 
to dealing with government, 
I'm not saying that they have 
to pull their punches, but they 
have to fight very hard to get 
their money each year.' 

Phillip Toyne sees that one 
of the ACF's great strengths 
is that the bulk of its money 
comes from private sources 
and that gives the organisa­
tion a great deal of latitude to 
run campaigns as hard as 
they can. 'At the same time, I 

think the ACF needs to main­
tain open lines of com­
munication with . .,decision 
makers like Ministers. Ob­
viously we can't afford to 
alienate the Government so 
completely that no talking 
can be done. It's not by acci­
dent that my first trip away 
has been to Canberra where 
I've been meeting with 
Cohen, Holding, Senator 
Evans and other people who 

· are going to have a direct 
bearing on decisions that are 

going to be made over 
Kakadu, woodchipping and 
so on. It's absolutely essential 
that we have immediate con­
tact' 

I can see that Phillip Toyne 
is going to be very busy with 
the ACF and ask whether that 
means he is going to be lost 
to Aboriginal issues. 'I've 
worked in Aboriginal work 
for 14 years and I feel at the 
end of that time. The 
Aboriginal groups and I both 
need a change - new advice, 
new directions and so on. But 
I see enormous potential for S! 
cementing links between ,::i 
Aboriginal groups and the ciJ 
environment movement, and ·, 
the peace movement for that 
matter. We can no longer af-
. ford the luxury of special­
interest groups and runing O 
our own way.' g 

He sees that the peace 'It 
movement, the environment . 
movement and certainly the 
Aboriginal movement are 
being set upon by huge op­
posing forces. 'We're under 
the enormous presure of a 
very right-wing Government 
and it's going to be worse 
under a coalition Govern­
ment. We need to organise to 
survive and we need to 
broaden our support base for 
that reason. That is why the 
Getting Together and the 
Broad Left Conferences were 
so vital in· that process, even 
if they're discouraging at the 
time, I think they're a step in 
the right direction. 

'ACF may have a role to 
play in this process. We've 
got to identify the most effec­
tive role it can play. I don't 
have any magic answers, but 
I really want to look at that; I 
don't want to just sink into 
the role the organisation has 
always had.' 
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Were these Melbourne 
people really anarchists or 
not? It just so happens that 
there was a very large 
gathering of anarchists in 
Melbourne just after that 
Palm Sunday. Discussions 
there revealed that: only one 
known anarchist was among 
those arrested, and he had 
been standing watching the 
fight, not participating; the 
literature being handed out by 
those people who did attack 
the pro-Anzus groups was not 
anarchist but International 
Socialist, that is, anti.­
anarchist There was also the 
case of a church fire in South 
Melbourne attributed by 
some to anarchists because of 
graffiti left at the scene, but 
again, informal conversations 
have provided no reasons to 
believe that 

One result of the stigma 
has been to convince some 
people that they show their 
seriously-held anarchism by 
burning down churches or 
disrupting opposition events. 
There are certainly some very 
good reasons for being 
critical of the Palm Sunday 
procession organisation and 
Helen Caldicott. But 
destructive heckling and/or 
throwing stuff is not going to 
achieve anything. 

If people who are 
interested in long-term, 
people's power forms of 
organisation don't stay . 
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vigilant and prepared to 
question all attempts to 
stampede opinion, we don't 
have any chance at all to turn 
this world around. 

Bob James 
Newcastle 2300 

Bob James is a freelance 
historian whose book 
Anarchism and State 
Violence in Sydney, 1886-
1896, is being distributed by 
All Books. He has been an 
activist for years and now 
believes a knowledge of how 
social attitudes came about 
historically can help radicals 

.The almost inevitable advent of 
statehood for the Northern 
Territory provides a unique 
opportunity for the establishment 
of a participatory democracy by 
peaceful means. 

How is this to be achieved? 
Firstly, we require a 

Constitutional Congress, not one 
selected by the government of 
the day, one that is accessible to 
any interested organisations or 
persons on a voluntary basis. 

As interim decisions on 
sections of the Constitution are 
made, these decisions should be 
passed for discussion to the 
member organisations, to area 
committees, to town committees, 
street committees and, if 
necessary, to street section 
committees. The results of these 
public discussions should then 
be fed back along the same path 
to the Congress. This system 
would ensure that a reasonable 
consensus would eventuate. 
Finally, a referendum should be 
held, with yes or no voting on 

each section. Payment for 
attendan~e at the Congress 
would be made only in cases of 
proven undue hardship, thus 
ensuring that only publicly 
concerned citizens are likely to 
participate. 

The alternative is an imposed 
Constitution that suits the 
incumbent government, not one 
that suits the people. 
Newspapers would be doing the 
community a service by opening 
their columns for debate. 

CM Friel 
Alawa, NI 5792 

Thank you once again for 
your last issue. It is full of 
very well researched and 
relevant articles and I find 
that I urge all my friends to 
read it as well. Some I hope 

· will join.It is unfortunate that 
most of the information is so 
bloody negative, but of 
course you alert people on 
the issues of concern. 

Living in Mallacoota and 
very much loving fhe area I 
have written to 400 of my 
guests and urged them to 
write in about the woodchip 
issue for East Gippsland. 
Over 80 have sent copies of 
their submission to me and I 
am very happy to have such 
good friends. 

Your article on the wood­
chip industry in Number 47 
Spring 1986 was a good up­
date. There is one aspect of 
the whole issue that baffles 
me and I feel might warrant 
research and maybe a further 
article in Chain Reaction. 
Why do government 
employees and politicians go 
for the woodchip option 
when there is such an 
obvious distaste for this 
within the population? What 
makes these people tick? 
Why would they go for the 
unpleasant alternative? 
Asking these questions as a 
naive person I would have to 
answer myself and say, they 
are for it, against ground­
swell of opinion, because 
they are better informed and 
perform their duties honestly. 

Am I right??!!! I hope not, 
because if they are I would 
have to reconsider everything 
I have ever understood about 
environmental values. Please 
find out for all of us and 
maybe interview key people 
with questions of this sort. 

Peter Kurtz 
Mallacoota, Vic 3889 

It is interesting to note the 
difference between the vitriolic 
attacks being made on the 
Women for Survival in Canberra 
and the almost complete lack of 
concern for the much more 
serious violence to be seen at 
any weekend football match. 

Could this be because the 
women are protesting for peace 
and the sporting fields are used 
as training grounds for the 
violence and contempt for others 
so necessary for the mindless 
cannon fodder of war? 

Or is it because these women 
have thrown off the yoke of 
macho madness that has such a 
paralysing grip on the mental 
processes of a large section of 
the population? 

Despite the frightened 
squawks of protest from the 
goody-goody housewives and 
the predictable outbursts from 
the more inane of our politicians, 
the political parties of all 
persuasions would do well to 
read the message - there is an 
increasing number of people in 
Australia who want a say in 
policy decisions such as defence, 
economic direction and 
environmental protection. 

Australia has been under the 
economic and political satrapy of 
the United States for too long. 

CM Friel 
Alawa. NI 5792 

You are invited to write letters 
to Chain Reaction with your 
comments on the magazine or 
on other issues of interest. 
Letters should be kept within 
300 words so that as many as 
possible may be published. 
Longer letters may be edited. 
Write today to Chain 
Reaction, GPO .Box 530E, 
Melbourne, Vic 3001, 
Australia. 

Films 
The Fringe Dwellers, produced by Sue 
Milliken, directed and written by Bruce 
Beresford. Distributed by Virgin Films Ltd, 
London, through Roadshow Australia. 

Reviewed by Ian Foletta 

Based on the novel of the same name by 
Nene Gare, The Fringe Dwellers deals with 
an Aboriginal family living in a small rural 
town in Queensland. The title describes the 
manner in which the Aborigines survive, 
living on the edge of white society; the film 
deals with the way they react to this. 

In general, the Aboriginal community is 
shown as one of drunkeness, idleness and 
gambling. The camp is a mess of squalid 
humpies, an image that whites like to 
portray so as to justify their prejudices. But 

thing better. With her sister Noonah, a 
trainee nurse at the local hospital, she con­
vinces the family to move into a Housing 
Commission house on the estate. This move 
is not as highly regarded by their parents as 
it is by the sisters. Eventually the move fails 
and the family are back at the camp. 

The film's director and scriptwriter, Bruce 
Beresford, describes it as one about a 
family: 'Colour, racialism, mistreatment and 
all the rest of it, is not a central theme of The 
Fringe Dwellers. It is implicit, but to me the 
story is one of a family. 

This is where the film falls down. It is not 
the story of a family but rather the story of 
an entire people. It is unfortunate that Beres­
ford did not see it that way or else he may 
have made a film that examined the Com­
eaway family in its entirety. 'Colour, 
racialism, mistreatment and all the rest of it' 
are quite important factors in defining the 
Aboriginal lifestyle in the 1980s. But there 
may be very good reasons for viewing the 
Comeaways in the manner he did - namely, 
commercial success. 

When Beresford first read The Fringe 
--- Dwellers some seven years ago he wanted to 

the· image is also sympathetic. The culture make the film then. Unfortunately he didn't 
and values of the people and their clash with get the support he expected from the people 
white society is also shown. Skippy, the king he discussed it with. He says 'They told me 
of a people who no longer exist, is a "Nobody wants to see a film about a bunch 
drunkard You can still sense the spirit of the of Aborigines".' It is indeed a sad fact that 
dingo in him and his sadness at no longer people do not want to watch a film about 
being believed in. The stories of Skippy and Aborigines but instead prefer history of the 
the others who still believe in the spirits now form given in The Man From Snowy River. 
only serve to scare the children and amuse Perhaps this why Beresford left the political 
the adults. They are on the fringe of their to focus on the personal, so that the white 
own traditional culture as well as white cul- audiences, which, being a commercial 
ture. release this film would be aimed at, would 

The film deals mainly with problems in­
ternal to the Aboriginal community: the sad­
ness of the older Aborigines like Skippy, the 
inability of others such as Mollie and Joe 
Comeaway to understand the spirit world, 
and their displacement from it and from the 
'white fella' world which is seen as being 
complex to the point of being ridiculous. 

Trilby Comeaway, the 15-year-old 
daughter of Joe and Mollie, is defiant. She 
doesn't want to live in a humpy and the film 
revolves around her attempt to find some-

not feel too guilty. 
,·1 " 

Overall the film is worth seeingm if for no 
other reason than to prove that people do 
want to see films about Aborigines. But it 

· must be remembered that the issues are 
glossed over in a compromise for commer­
cial success, a compromise that may go un­
detected by mainstream audiences. 

Ian Foletta is a member of th{! Chain Reac­
tion collective. 
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Books 
Forevermore-Nuclear Waste in America 
by Donald L. Bartlett and 
James B. Steele, Norton, London, 1985. 
Distributed in Australia by Jacaranda Press. 

Reviewed by Lyn Allen 

Everything you always thought was happen­
ing and worse. Forevermore confinns the 
worst fears of the anti-nuclear lobby­
there is no safe method yet devised for the 
disposal of nuclear waste, nor is there any 
real political will to solve the problem. 

Forevermore examines the issues sur­
rounding nuclear waste in America: the 
amount produced, past management efforts, 
the politics of disposal, state of current tech­
nology _~d the outlook for the future. 
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· Ocean dunping of waste 1957. 
Journalists Barlett and Steele won the 

Pulitzer prize with The Philadelphia In­
quirer, a book based on a series of articles 
that appeared in that newspaper late in 1983. 
Written in journalistic style, it is immensely 
readable, though its contents are horrendous. 
The authors draw from the records of local, 
State and Federal agencies and courts 
throughout the United States, providing a 
comprehensive bibliography. 

The situation is bleak. The authors docu­
ment at least 150 locations across the US 
where high-level and/or low-level radio-ac­
tive wastes are stored. They explode the 
myths perpetuated by the authorities that a 
'safe' solution has been found by examining 
the existing technology. There are chapters 
which examine the accumulation of high 
level waste, and the unsuccessful search for 
repository and dump sites. 

Forevermore examines the history and 
failure of the fuel-rod reprocessing industry 
both in the United States and overseas. Ini­
tial moves to establish a commercial 
nuclear-power industry were based on the 
assumption that used fuel rods 'would be 
recycled into fresh fuel in a reprocessing 
plant This centrepiece of the nuclear in­
dustry has failed on economic, technological 
and environmental grounds. 

The book also considers the way in which 
the reprocessing myth is still used to peddle 
the 'peaceful' uses of nuclear power in coun­
tries interested in developing nuclear power. 
The links between the Reagan ad­
rninistration 's advocacy of reprocessing and 
·the nuclear weapons cycle are demonstrated. 
In a chapter entitled 'The Politics of 
Neglect', the political process which has led 
to official policy on nuclear waste being that 
of neglect by default is examined. 

It is alleged that the Congress, the White 
House and the bureaucracy have repeatedly 
misled the American public by giving overly 
optimistic assessments of technology and 
announcing ambitious programs that have 
little chance of success. They have initiated 
projects then scrapped them based on 
policies of false assumptions. 

A tangk:d web of State and Federal 
regulations, many of which have never been 
implemented, has led to a situation where no 
central record-keeping system exists to doc­
ument what wastes are where. Nor is there 
any uniformity of approach in dealing with 
waste across the nation. 

Because authorities do not wish to admit 
that they have been approaching waste man­
agement irresponsibly for years, official 
policy is likely to continue to favour 'doing 
nothing' as the preferred waste-management 
technique. 

Forevermore highlights the tremendous 
difficulties - political, technological and 
environmental - associated with the treat­
ment of radio-active wastes. 

Australians would do well to heed the les­
sons of the American experience. While this 
country does not have the legacy of a ram­
pant nuclear-power industry, it does have the 
makings of a nuclear-waste management 
problem: the Maralinga test sites, waste 

Manhattan Project waste 
stored in a silo. 
from uranium milling and mining, the aging 
Lucas Heights reactor and a multitude of 
radio-active isotopes in use in industry and 
medicine. The Northern Territory Govern­
ment has signalled its support for the estab­

Soil and Health 
Publications 

For most Australian, HDRA and 
Rodale titles on bio-dynamics, 
composting, organics, permacul­
ture, trees, vegetables and worms. 
Stock includes: 
Bio-Dynamics Agriculture introduc- . 
tory lectures - A P odolinski - $13 
Harvesting the Suburbs - J ejf 
Hodges-$12 
The Best of Pennaculture -
$12.50 
Agroforestry- Reid and Wilson­
$28 
Survival of Civilisation - John 
Hanacker-$15 
Organic Gardening in Australia -
Peter Bennet-$15 
Round Gardening - Peter Cun­
dall-$10 
Lake Wobegon Days - Garrison 
Keillor-$25 

,· .. 
lislunent of a nuclear-waste dump in Central i------------------~ 
Australia, and the Queensland Government 
occasionally indicates its inlerest in uranium 
enriclunent. 

Austalia can and must learn from the 
American experiences of nuclear waste. For 
this purpose Forevermore is an excellent 
primer. 

Lyn Allen is the co-ordinator of the Northern Ter­
ritory Environment Centre and is the Australian 
Conservation Foundation's Northern Territory 
councillor. 

For stocklist, orders or enquiries: 
Soil and Health, 
P O Box 2065W, 
Melbourne, Vic 3001. 
Books post free to members of the 
Organic Fanning and Growing 
Society of Australia - membership 
$10 per annum. 

; 

Australian 
Native Greeting 
Cards 
Designs by an Australian 
artist printed on quality 
card in brown on cream. 
Six designs for $4. 7 5 

Send your cheque or money order to: 
Numbat Graphics 
PO Box 530E 
Melbourne, Vic. 300 I. 
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This is the fourth issue of Chain Reac­
tum for 1986 and we would like to 
thank everyone for their support. There 
was a time in April and May when it 
was doubtful we would even manage 
one issue and. if we 're going to be 
brutally frank, there was a proposal in 
late 1985 that the magazine be aban­
doned entirely. (It could have been fol­
ded down, but would have been 
awkward for posting.) 

. The Sydney collective and then the 
Melbourne collective had disintegrated 
leaving only two people consistently 
working on the magazine, which was 
nearly broke. 

Then Friends of the Earth Australia at 
their national meeting in January 1986 
gave Chain Reaction $5,000 for promo­
tion, a new Melbourne collective was 
established in March and April, and its 
membership approved by FOE groups 
around the country. 

The new collective faced a situation ' 
where an edition of Chain Reaction had 
not been produced since December 
1985 and subscriptions were beginning 
to lapse. But we have struggled on, with 
Eileen Goodfield and Ian Foletta espe­
cially putting long hours into production 
and subscriptions. One of the collec­
tive' s first decisions, which then became 
a shared task, was to move from our 
salubrious offices above a porn cinema 
in Swanston Street, Melbourne, to the 
cosy shed at FOE Collingwood. There 
were good reasons for this move, the 
main one being that we could . effec­
tively trade rent for magazines. It has 
also led to improved Chain Reaction­
FOE links, whichslumped some years 
ago when. Chain Reaction split away in 
a midnight flit 

We have made changes to the way 
the magazine is produced, to save time 
and money, and we hope that we can 
continue to produce the high-quality, in­
formative magazine that we inherited 
and that Chain Reaction readers have 
come to expect. At the same time we 
hope to avoid burning out our best 
workers. 
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Two major changes have been to 
produce more liftouts and to use laser 
setting rather than typesetting. There are 
many reasons behind these decisions, 
and we would like your comments. 

We print extra copies of the liftouts, 
and try to provide good background 
material that can be used as an acces­
sible resource for some time. They also 
provide deeper coverage of important 
issues and events (Soft Energy - The 
Only Option; Chernobyl - the After­
math) and can be used directly as cam­
paign material (Bases of Insecurity). 
They can also be the product of groups 
directly involved in the issues, which 
helps Chain Reaction with additional 
labour and ideas. It also helps participat­
ing groups where they would not 
usually have the materials or experience 
for production and distribution of large 
amounts of printed material. 

We think we;re putting to good use 
technology that has been greatly devel­
oped fpr military purposes - the com­
puter. We type articles into a computer, 
then take the disks to Dead Set Publish­
ing & Information Services where addi­
tional commands (or instructions) are 
added to produce the various sizes of 
justified, italic and bold text. Although 
we have had some problems developing 
our new system, it is cheaper than 
typesetting, and we are closer to the 
production process ~use our typing 
is transformed with only a few steps. It 
is quicker, as material does not have to 
be keyed jn twice, and the typesetter is 
conveniently located It is also con­
venient when contributors send in work 
on computer disks. (We still appreciate 
low-technology contributions - some­
times the pen is mightier than the com­
puter.) 

The collective has worked fairly well 
in a low-key sort of way, with our major 
arguments being about covers. We con­
tinue to try to sort out how the collec­
tive should operate given different 
levels of involvement for different 
people. We try to operate by consensus; 
but most of the time w~ just agree with 
each other instead. 

We now have a year behind us and 
we're looking forward to 1987 which 
will include the 50th edition of Chain 
Reaction, a revision of the popular ac­
tivists' contacts list, and more original 
and informative material. Keep sending 
contributions, especially letters, and 
short, pithy pieces for Earth News. We 
need extra help in production - the 
load may get heavier in 1987 as some 
members of the collective may be leav­
ing. We may also have to move again as 
FOE Collingwood is looking for new 
premises following the change of 
ownership of their current building and 
the Food Co-op's suggestion that it 
might have to move because it did not 
have enough space. 

The 50th edition will focus on FOE 
and Chain Reaction since they started in 
1973 and 1975 respectively. We par­
ticularly want stories and photographs 
from earlier years and will try to contact 
people. However, we do not have 
everyone's address and do not know all 
relevant people. You could help by 
sending suitable material without being 
asked individually. The deadline is 
Friday 22 May 1987. 

Since we are feeling optimistic, here 
are our projected 1987 deadlines: 

Deadline for Articles 

CR49 
CR50 
CR51 
CR52 

CR49 
CR50 
CR51 
CR52 

Friday 27 February 
Friday 22 May 
Friday 14 August 
Friday 6 November 

Mailout 
Friday 3 April 
Friday 19 June 
Friday 11 September 
Friday 4 December 

Thirty-nine back copies of Chain Reaction -
all those published from autumn 1976 
(except vol 2 no 3 of which we will supply a 
reprint of the major stories) are available as a 
set for $57. Add another $2.75 to include this 
edition. 

hernobyl: The special feature on Chernobyl 
hat appeared in CR 46 is also availabte as a 

reprint for $1 .00. 
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SUBSCRIPTI ON 
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Ind ividua ls $12 
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UT YOURSELF IN 
THE DRIVERS SEAT 




