




















By Larry O'Loughlin 
One of the · most publicised of the 
Hawke Government's secret political 
strategies has been its att~mpt to use 
environment issues to wm votes. It 
gained votes in the 1983 e;ecti?n when 
the damming of the Franklm River v.:as 
an issue, but lost many du~ to the m­
fluence of the Nuclear Disarmament 
Party in 1985. Party strategists recog­
nised the value of these votes and 
believed that they could be won by rela-
tively cheap means. . 

A number of things revealed this ploy 
as hollow. The Government announced 
that it would. allow the resumption of 
sales to France, despite the fact that 
France had not ceased testing nuclear 
weapons in the Pacific. The Govei:n­
ment also went very slowly on the is­
sues of the Daintree Rainforest and 
Kakadu National Park - both areas 
where the Federal Government had 
powers to act to prevent or ~imit 
despoliation. And finally, the envrron­
ment movement seemed to have started 
to see its issues as being more than trees 
and furry animals by be~g involved. in 
conferences and discussions on a wide 
range of issues such as Land Rights and 
civil liberties. 

However, the body which regards it­
self as 'a national organisation that is 
active on all major conservation issues 
including the Great B~er R~f, 
forests, toxic waste, nuclear issues, and 
Australia and Kakadu' has now decided 
to endorse the election of the Labor 
Party in the Federal Election: 

The Australian Conservauon Founda­
tion (ACF) has also decided to endorse 
the election of the Democrats, and some 
independent candidates in Western 
Australia, in the Senate. 
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It is interesting to note the ACF's 
publications on the election. They first 
announced that the organisation would 
be campaigning on the theme 'Vote for 

It is very good to see the ACF ~etting 
organised and making a splash m the 
media but I believe they are very wrong 
in supporting the ALP. I have my 

the Forests' and that the members of the reasons: 
Foundation's Council were'being polled • ACF has ignored the Government's 
to decide ACF's position. That vote was total environment record, and it has 
taken and the following reasons were demonstrated it can be insular and 
put forward: single-issue oriented. It is also going 
., if a Liberal-National Party Govern- against the trend in most other parts 

ment was elected, Australia would of the environment movement of 
have to kiss goodbye much of our seeking to have a more holistic view 
natural heritage including the wet of the environment; 
tropic rainforests of Queensland, • although only 10 per cent of its an-
other native forests, parts of Kakadu, nual budget comes from Federal 
Shelburne Bay, Fraser Island, and Government grants, it does look. as 
even the Franklin River; though this has gone towards buymg 

• the Liberal Party announcements last the ACF's electoral support; 
week that they would abolish the • if you were going to support a par-
Department of Arts, He~tage an~ En- liamentary party for its environmental 
vironment, the Australian Nauonal record, you would support L?e 
Parks and Wildlife Service and grants . Democrats, and in the ACF matenal 
to the Australian Conservation they come second, with m?st focus 
Foundation ar.tl other bodies show on . marginal seats :Vhich the 
how little the Liberal Party cares for Democrats are not contestmg; 
the environment and those who want • like it or not, it is possible that tI:e 
it protected. Liberals and the Nationals could ~m 
The ACF media release goes on: Government and ACF's lobbying 
Although the ALP has ma?e ~1;1e ability wo~ld be severely reduced, al-
decisions we disagree with, their policies though the organisation woul_d th~n 
are overwhelmingly bette: than the be able to re-assess its role v1s-a-v1s 
Liberal-National Parties. And the governments. . . . . 
Democrats are needed in the Senate to If ACF is going to gain credibility m 
force Govenunents to introduce bills the environment movement as the na­
protecting the env~nment and to .stop u·onal organisation then it is going to 
Governments pushing tlirough anti-en- f 
vironment bills. have to do more than circulate lots o 

ACF plans to hold public meetings, dis- bits of papers about saving trees. ACF 
tribute leaflets an.:l 'campaign heavi~y must be prepared to take an overall 
on the ground'. A spt>.,cial newsletter will view of the environment and take a 
be produced (contact yow· nearest ACF stand everywhere there is a~ issu~ of 
office or call, 'toll free, 008-33-8?28 f?r concern, not just where there ~s obvious 
your co?y). Their major effort will be m public support for a particular issue. 
marginal seats in Sydney,. Melbourne, Larry O' Loughlin is a member of the 
Brisbane, Hobart and Adelaide. Chain Reaction collective 

The West 
menthas 
of a timber 
ing the 
next ten 
as good 
publicity 
gests. Basil 

In April 1987 the Department of Con­
servation and Land Management 
(CALM) released drafts of 10 year 
management plans and an associated 
timber strategy for Western Australia's 
south west forests. It also launched a 
public relations campaign with the 
claim that 'if the plans and timber 
strategy are accepted, 520 000 hectares 
could be added to parks and reserves for 
conservation and recreation ... that is a 
300 per cent increase.' The aim of this 
article is to reveal that this claim is 
nothing short of an hoax on 
the public and that in fact draft tim-
ber plans represent backward for 
forest conservation in Western 
Australia. 

The categories of conserva-
tion reserve now 'National 
Park', 'Forest , and 'Na-
ture Reserve'. State Forest Parks would 
be similar in status to National Parks 
but smaller in area. Forest Parks are 
termed conservation areas by CALM 
but in many cases would have areas 
zoned for logging and other commercial 
exploitation. It is proposed that all these 
'reserves' have 'A' -class security of 
tenure and purpose. 

Virtually all areas 
servation under 
plans are already 

managed for conservation. In fact the 
area reserved for conservation appears 
to decline under the new draft manage­
ment proposals. According to the draft 
Timber Industry Strategy (p34). 116 000 
hectares of karri forest is to be 'produc­
tion forest' as is 1 257 420 hectares of 
jarrah forest For karri forest this 
amounts to about 69 per cent of the 
publicly owned karri forest and is much 
more than the 50 per cent previously 
claimed by the government to be reser­
ved for conservation. The claim that the 
draft plans propose an increase in con­
servation areas is thus false and an at­
tempt to deceive the public. 

However, there are good proposals to 
upgrade the status of a number of im­
portant areas to Nature Reserves or Na­
tional Parks. For example, national park 
proposals cover the Shannon River 
Basin, Wattle/Soho forest blocks and 
Ludlow Tuart forest. These im­
provements represent a welcome step in 
the right direction towards proper con­
servation of Western Australia's forest 
heritage. 

But there are major problems with 
the reserve system proposed. The old 
'management priority area' (MPA) sys­
tem has been abandoned and most of 
the old conservation and recreation 
MPA's (with some boundary modifi­
cations) are to become Forest Parks/ 
Reserves. The 'Forest Park/Reserves' 
which would have timber produc:.. 
tion zones include the Lane Poole in the 
Murray River Valley, Blackwood, 
Boranup and other areas in the central 
region. These 'Forest Parks' thus 
represent nothing more than 'Claytons' 
reserves. This category of reserve, as 
proposed, is little more than a recipe for 
future land use conflicts. 

There are other proposed changes in 
vesting to particular .areas which are 
anti-conservation. For example, CALM 

proposes to vest the Kent River catch­
ment reserve as State Forest, with 
production therefore a principal priority. 
It also wants to downgrade areas of 
State Forest in the Northcliffe area to 
vacant Crown Land. This move has 
sinister implications and these ,areas 
could be alienated for agriculture, 'fu al­
leged compensation for private land ac­
quired by CALM for pine plantations. 

Under the draft plans, over two-tliirds 
of the public forest estate would be 
State Forests and would have timber 
and water production as principal 
priorities. These areas would have A­
class vesting for these purposes. 

The management practices to be ap­
plied in State Forests would remain un­
reformed, despite intense public criti­
cism over the last 10 years and scientific 
evidence pointing to the adverse impact 
of these practices. Short rotation 
prescribed burning, large scale clearfell­
ing of the mature karri and virtual 
clearfelling of tlie jarrah would continue 
unabated. Thinning operations would be 
increased considerably, in both jarrah 
and karri forests, and road, river and 
stream reserves would be 'selectively' 
logged. 

Much stronger measures should be 
taken to retain what mature native 
forests remain because of their irre­
placable ecological and social values. 
This requires major reform of current 
intensive forestry practices which are 
rapidly converting Western Australia's 
mature forests to regrowth tree farms. A 
new system of land use planning in 
State Forests should involve zoning 
State Forests to indicate where wood 
production is a subordinate land use to 
conservation and such uses as recrea­
tion, scientific research, education and 
catchment protection. But, most impor­
tant, improvements are needed to the 
proposed reserve system. 
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CALM's proposed 'Forest Parks' 
should become national parks or nature 
reserves. Additional important areas of 
karri forest near Pemberton such as 
Hawke Beavis and Giblett need to be 
reserved as do areas in the northern jar­
rah forest. The justification and detailed 
maps for these additional reserves are 
presented in the books Karri at the 
Crossroads and Wandoo Woodland 
Conservation. 

Far more extensive ecological and 
heritage assessment research is needed 
in Western Australia's forests to es­
tablish what further additions to the 
reserve system may be required. Thus 
the option to reserve further areas of 
state forest from wood production 
should remain open. 

The 'draft' timber strategy contains 
proposals to radically increase the in­
tensity of exploitation of Westei:n 
Australia's native forests on both public 
and private land. It places profits bef~re 
environment, completely neglects maJor 
ecolocrical problems already being ex­
press;d in our forests, and is geared 
towards increasing production and con­
sumption of wood products both in 
Western Australia and overseas. Its con­
cern with 'sustainability' is purely moti­
vated by the dictates of commercial 
wood production. 

The few good proposals in the 
strategy include: . 
'" an emphasis on further processing of 

native hardwoods 
'" increasing the royalties paid by in­

dustry 
'" the establishment of a hardwood 

share-farming scheme that, if it was 
entirely confined to already cleared 
land would have merit. 

., reg;lation of the level of cut?ng by 
changing the allowable cut to mclude 
all saw logs taken, not just first grade 
logs. 
However, it also contains many un-

desirable proposals and policies. It 
would commit CALM to: 
'" maintammg environmentally un-

sound clearfelling and virtual 
clearfelling techniques 
intensifying logging in important 
water catchment areas 

'" strongly promoting intensive logging 
and thinning operations as a means of 
converting mature native forests into 
even aged regrowth wood farms 

'" supporting, in principle, McLean~ wood products). 
Sawmills' woodchip proposal .. remaining as a captured 

'" providing support for increased Jog- serving the needs of the 
ging of privately owned forests dustry at the expense of other 

'" endorsing environmentally unsound values. 
'jarrah residue' industrial projects The draft strategy to 
such as the Wundowie sili- I sidered how to restruct1:1re. and 

con smelter/charcoal proposal I the scale of the woodch1~pmg 
'" providing 10-15 year contracts to a away from ?crng prc-

few big timber companies such as dominantly bas~d on chip logs from 
Bunnings Ltd, with no improvement I ture forest~ to, m~tead, full 
in log allocation for small sawmillers 

I 
on sawmill resi~uc and . 

• encouraging expand~ cx~ort of I res~urces. As well it could have d1scus­
hardwoods (either as industrial fire- sed. 
wood/woodchips or as value added 

'" maintainincr present levels . of 
WACAP's State Forest woodchipping Mature Karri forest near Pemberton, soon to be clear-felled 
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'" reduced consumption and increased 
recycling of wood products 

'" the log allocation system, fundamen­
tal changes are required to favour 
labour-intensive, efficient, competi­
tive, small sawmillers 

• encouraging the substitution of cer­
tain low value wood products with 
other materials 

'" increasing the use of karri as a 
sawlog and plantation species 

• reducing the export of Western 
Australian hardwoods 

• halting the continued loss of native 
forests from private land and ensuring 
that it is conserved 

• accelerating the rate of privately fun­
ded plantation establishment on al­
ready cleared land 

• providing oppurtunities proposed to 
allow for regular public reviews of 
the timber industry and forest 
management 

The deficiencies in the draft timber 
strategy are so serious, and so many 
problems and questions remain resol­
ved, that there is an overwhelming case 
for the government to initiate an inde­
pendent public inquiry into the 
woodchip/timber industries and forest 
management in Western Australia. Such 
an inquiry appears to be one of the few 
avenues open to the conservation 
movement to prevent CALM commit­
ting the Government to an irretrievable 
and disasterous plan of management for 
Western Australia's precious forest es­
tate. 

Basil Schur is with the Australian Con­
servation Foundation in Perth as a 
Research Officer. 

the site of the then proposed Cape Tribulation 
national and international attention to the 

of the Daintree rainforest. Alex Colley 
article from correspondence with people 

original blockade site. 

The original blockade site still has a 
band of dedicated conservationists car­
rying on a long battle against all odds. 
The site, supported by the Greater 
Daintree Action Centre, is the best thing 
going for the rainforest issue in North 
Queensland. It has remained a thorn in 
the side of the Douglas Shire Council 
who are still producing media releases 
condemning the dirty greenies of Cape 
Tribulation to smokescreen the 
rainforest issue. 

Recent observations on the 
Bloomfield Road, the so-called 'tunnel 
through the rainforest section' from 
Cape Tribulation to Emmagen, reveal 

that the canopy is cracked almost right 
down to the beach in places and is a 
mess. The invasive vine Maremia eltata 
has taken a stranglehold on much of the 
roadside forest verge from Cape 
Tribulation to Emmagen. The steep 
hillside is slumping badly and the many 
standing dead trees and smashed trunks 
make an ugly sight. There have been 
many vehicle accidents and there is a 
large amount of litter including dumped 
cars as well as the usual beer cans and 
smashed Coke bottles. 

The Council's ultimate intention is to 
turn this road into a bitumenised section 
of highway one. They are dtyelaring this 

all the time and arranged a visit from 
Ian Sinclair in the pouring rain and 
managed to get along about two 
kilometres of the new road. This was 

. spfficient for him to announce his sup­
'port for further works to the tune of mil­
lions of dollars, should his coalition win 
the next election. 

A gravel pit is planned for Emmagcn 
Creek- Cape Tribulation's Garden of 
Eden - and a works depot as a 
bulkhead is in store in the wilderness at 
the base of Cowie Range. 

It seems no one camps or walks up 
the coast anymore. Gone are the droves 
of walkers on the Bloomfield Track and · 
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it is scandalous that two years since the 
blockade, camping is still illegal in 
Cape Tribulation National Park. Youth 
hostel travellers don't stay long in Cape 
Tribulation now. Invariably they are 
disappointed, having no walking track 
for retreat from the dangers of the road. 
There is no free campsite anywhere in 
the vicinity. If they camp at Emmagen 
the police harass them and in the Na­
tional Park the ranger, whose job was 
once to guide people into the forest, 
now has his hands full hunting people 
out People just do the road and drive 
back to their motels to talk about it. 
Cape Tribulation is just another place 
along the road to the many speeding, 
inconsiderate, 4WD tourists, although 
the road is still only a fair weather track 
and becomes inaccessible when the wet 
returns and Donavan's Hill runs like a 
red river onto the reef. 

It was sad to watch lots of speeding 
trailbikes. The swimming pool at 
Tachalbadga has been ruined and the 
campsite ripped out by a bulldozer. The 
whole creek has been nearly sucked dry 
by water trucks. And at the bottom of 
Donavan's Range a bulldozer set upon 
the creek in a most disgusting man­
ner. The best example of pollution of 
fresh water supplies is Melissa Creek at 
North Cowie. The run off from the 
Cowie Range has filled the bottom of 
the best fresh water supply in the whole 
area with sediment to a general depth of 
6 inches. The water is distasteful and 
takes hours to settle after a brief wade 
in the pool. These creeks are becoming 
health hazards, and it is suspected that a 
1986 malaria outbreak at Cape Tribula­
tion was facilitated by the declining 
water quality. 

One Sunday we observed about 100 
vehicles on the road. We stopped at 
South Cowie and watched ten or twelve 
other 4WDs pull in to be stuffed with 
coconuts. Ugly campsites made by 
4WDs are being knocked in beside 
creek crossings such as Emmagen and 
the Woobadda, but the worst example of 
campsite destruction is the disaster to 
have befallen the best natural campsite 
in Bloomfield at the causeway crossing. 
A bulldozer has run in and flattened an 
area on both sides of the river which 
before was extremely picturesque. It is 
becoming a sort of rest area for 4WDs. 
We sat at the causeway all afternoon 
and watched a herd of cattle trying to 
cross but continually being repulsed by 
horn-blowing ignoramuses in 4WDs. 
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The Aboriginal kids came down to 
swim but were chased away by the 
traffic. The huge monster belonging to 
AAT Kings and Austrek stopped there 
for an hour with about 30 mums and 
dads milling around with cameras and 
videos - it's a real circus. If they had 
seen the place before, they would cry to 
see it now. 

There may well be some surprises in 
store for the Council though as it digs 
itself into a deeper hole. The road has 
already been the source of a major 
bushfire that destroyed property and 
hundreds of hectares of forest in the 
Bloomfield-Kangaji Bay area. This has 
raised the ire of locals, who, despite a 
60 per cent increase in rates in the last 
three years, are provided with no ser­
vices apart from a road they did not 
want and do not need. 

Hanney, the local rainforest dingo 
that used to visit the place was run over 
and killed. That made everyone mad. 
The road is a major disturbance to 
wildlife. It is common to find dead 
monitor lizards and to hear startled 
wildlife. The forest is still in shock, for 
every time a vehicle travels the new 
road it is as though the forest has been 
raped yet another time. The Council 
now intends to allow the natural 
revegetation of the Bloomfield Road 
verge, i.e. two-thirds of what the 
greenies were trying to prevent from 
being destroyed in 1984. This leaves us 
exasperated as to why they cleared it in 
the first place. 

The original blockade site still at­
tracts a many to stop, sign petitions and 
talk about the issue. We have seen two 
busloads of tourists line up without 
murmuring a word to sign the world 
heritage petition. 

Warwick Purser has been appointed 
as Director of Tourism for Far North 
Queensland and favours anything which 
enhances World Heritage Status for 
Daintree, because it would provide 'in­
ternational recognition that would 
greatly enhance tourism' - true enough 
if the natural features of the area were 
preserved. He is opposed by Councillor 
Mijo who can't bear to lose rateable 
land. There has been a considerable 
drop in the flow of State funds, which 
was about $250,000 a year when the 
road was built Funding is now on a dol­
lar for dollar basis with the Council. 
The Federal Government refuses to give 
any money for such an environmental 
disaster. 

Apart from giving the Urim Reaper a 
status almost as notorious as the Dino-o 

• b , 

what did the television advertisement 
accomplish? Certainly not the suggested 
aim: to warn the entire community that 
we are all at risk and to educate 
everyone in ways of avoiding the AIDS 
virus and preventing its spread. What 
we have been left with is an under-in­
formed and panicked nation of people 
who are, in their present stage of denial, 
re-perceiving AIDS as an unwanted gay 
plague. 

O yea verily, with the most mori­
bund of medieval imagery, foreboding 
tones warned us that more people than 
World War II are sure to perish unless 
the disease is held in check. Babies 
spun in mid-air and the grating chuckle 
of Death filled us with a loathing for the 
enemy- an enemy to be terrified of 
judging from the concerned citizens a~ 
the business end of the bowling alley, 
but not an enemy that the advertisement 
identified clearly. 

campaign, one 
being hit by unavoidable bowl­

rolling in the aisles, Kenton 
some the things about AIDS 

As a worker on the AIDS information 
hotline set up by NACAIDS in 
Adelaide, it was my experience that the 
instantly controversial campaign suc­
ceeded admirably ... in terrifying 
people and putting sensible education 
about AIDS back into the Dark Ages. A 
small percentage of the populace con­
tacted the hotline number, barely legible 
at the bottom of the screen after the 
Reaper faded into grisly mists. Most of 
these people were alarmed at the level 
of crisis, truly these figures of 50,000 
people infected with the virus seemed to 
have leapt from nowhere, and anxious 
to know if they might have caught the 
disease. 

. If it was unlikely that they had, how 
~1~~t they _avoid it? Should they stop 
mv1tmg their male homosexual friends 
to dinner? Can they still drink from the 
communion cup? What about mosqui­
toes biting their children and infecting 
them? What about, I ask, a responsible 
television campaign? 

Hugh Mackay, director of the Centre 
for Communication Studies, worded it 
well in his Times on Sunday article: 
'The AIDS ad is so frightening, you 
can't hear a word it's saying.' 

After years of experimentation and mil­
~ions of research dollars, the advertising 
mdustry now knows that shock-horror 
gets short-term attention which quickly 
fades unless the emotional arousal it 
creates is instantly channeled into positive 
behaviour. 
. .. No doubt, the next phase of the cam­
paign will be more explicit and informa­

'iive about strategies for preventing infec­
tion by the AIDS virus. 
... In the absence of this kind of informa­
tion, a great emotional vacuum will be 
created in the community. If NACAIDS 
doesn't fill it quickly, it will be filled 
either by a strong emotional barrier 
against in~olvement in the horror, or by 
an outpourmg of moral outrage which will 
·completely mask the hygiene issue. 

Kenton Penley works as an AIDS 
counsellor in Adelaide. 
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This is beginning to happen, with 
slim strands of discontent weaving their 
way to public attention. Michael 
Gawenda in The Age, (2 May 1987), 
was among the first to counter the 
general public emphasis of the Reaper's 
intentions. He noted that 'Most of the 
evidence in Australia suggests that the 
AIDS virus has not yet spread beyond 
the high risk groups - homosexual 
men and, to a much lesser extent, IV 
drug users.' 

On the AIDS Information hotline, 
'drug users' is the accepted term, over 
the morally laden 'drug abusers' in 
more common use. However, 'high risk 
groups' is a phrase we also want to 
)bliterate. Firstly, it denies the reality 
that every sexually active person is cur­
rently at risk if not practising Safe Sex. 
Secondly, it perpetuates the myth of 
'high risk groups' over 'high risk be­
haviours', the phrase that should be 
emphasised. Homosexual men infected 
with the disease did not catch the virus 
because they are gay, but rather, be­
cause some of the sexual practices they 
engaged in allowed for the transmission 
of the virus. I've found that the easiest 
way to shock an audience in an AIDS 
education talk is not to mention fist 
fucking, as certain governmental 
educators are wont to do when they 
notice people"s attention slipping, but to 
tell them that not all gays have anal sex. 

When AIDS first splashed on to the 
banner headlines and eyewitness news 
services of this country, it was per­
petually presented as being a gay 
focused disease. As John O'Hara in 
Metro put it: 

One key response has been the develop­
ment of a syndrome of horror, shock and 
anger. The horror is expressed in descrip­
tions of what are represented as bizarre 
sexual practices; shock that the disease 
could happen unchecked in an era of 
high-tech medicine and nothing much else 
to believe in, and anger at the group held 
responsible. (Metro Spring 1986). 
The disease became a moral retribu­

tion on homosexuals and, later, drug 
users. There was a divine justice after 
all, bringing punishment as fittingly 
ugly as the perverted practices of thos_e 
foolish enough to have turned therr 
backs on the clear moral guidelines of­
fered by such saviours as the Reverend 
Fred. If there is justice, it is a perverted . 
twist of the universe that we gays, 
alongside other conscientious workers, 
are now doing our best to educate the 
whole of the population, many of whom 
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would have delighted in our damnation 
by disease. Try to avoid developing a 
cynical attitude when people and news 
services which previously scoffed or 
reported deaths of homosexual men 
with indifference, now talk in fearful 
tones: now that it is a disease that af­
fects all of us. 

On the whole gays responded well to 
the challenges the disease posed. AIDS 
is like the video industry, beyond the 
conception of our supposedly culturally 
advanced minds of the late· seventies, 
but now by necessity a gritty daily 
reality. AIDS is far less visible though, 
and arguably more dangerous. 
Homosexual men, generally only drawn 
in clusters by either a shared sexual 
drive or an inexplicable need to endure 
tacky drag shows in low lit venues sud­
denly became 'the gay community'. 
Safe sex was treated as a joke until 
deaths of people we knew made it or 
celibacy the only choice. 

Thrown over the edge of a precipice 
and realising we'd better learn how to 
fly, and quickly, gay men developed 
networks, fought for funding, developed 
new ways of infighting, took on the 
ridiculous role of people who have to 
wear condoms during intercourse 
(hadn't we all become gay to avoid just 
that?) and then to handle the extra 
bashings (somehow not reported by the 
mainstream media, some of which 
might have carried the headlines or 
reports that encouraged the beatings of 
pooftas), and the re-rejection of 
homosexuals by society. 

These people you could invite along 
to dinner parties to ensure Oscar Wil­
dean wit, or rely on to trim your hair, or, 
although you weren't aware, could be 
the people who sold you beer, fixed 
your phones, or lent you money, sud­
denly became a danger. Homosexuals 
became the Other, as attractive as 
plague-carrying black rats, a threat now 
not only to the economically self serv­
ing nuclear family and the innocence of 
children, but to your health as well. 
When the first heterosexual victims of 
AIDS made it to public attention, the 
hysterical focusing of blame grew 
worse. These people became 'innocent' 
victims as opposed to the 'guilty' bas­
tards who had so obviously gone out of 
their way to contract the disease. 

The mythical edgings of society don't 
hold so fast and true however. Mr 
Quite-Happy-As-Father-of-Three-and­
On-His-Way-Up-at-the-Office knows 

that it will threaten his marriage and job 
security if anyone suspects the attrac­
tion he feels towards people of his own 
sex. So he will get his jollies at the 
toilet of his train station on the way 
back from work, never pausing, 
probably, to consider the irony that 
other people's disgust at the cir­
cumstances under which he has sex 
with men is one of the main contribut­
ing factors towards those circumstances. 
If this gentleman, and the thousands like 
him, can't face the homosexual aspects 
of their nature, how are they ever expec­
ted to make sure the sex they don't want 
to admit to is safe. 

So many men ringing our service 
identify themselves as straight after 
talking of their male-male sexual en­
counters. So many heterosexual men 

', 

and women, fearful of possible conse­
quences of secret affairs beyond their 
partners' knowledge rang for 
reassurance of any sort. Michael 
Gawenda made at least one interesting 
point in his article when he said: 

AIDS is appallingly fascinating; for all 
the talk of the sexual revolution in the last 
two decades, it has been AIDS which has 
allowed us - forced us - to publicly 
discuss aspects of sexuality in a way 
which was impossible just a short time 
ago. And what that discussion has 
revealed is that there is so much of which 
we are ignorant. 

How many homosexual men are there in I Singapore. If this man, in a medical talk 
Australia? ... How many of them are to Aboriginal Community Health 
married and keep their bisexuality a workers, insists on using value laden 
secret? ... How n:any ?ay? men also have homophobic terms, what hope is there 
heterosexual relat1onsh1ps .... Who does for those he 'teaches', or others like 
what to whom and how often? th ? 

--Regardless of the sources of the leap 
the disease has taken from minority 
hosts to that great big tupperware party 
of society, the cold hard fact is that it 
has happened. The danger now though, 
is that those Government bodies. @d 
comrniiniiy 1eaderstakingup the fight 
seem to be ignoring the lessons avail­
able from the homosexuals' part in the 
battle, to the extent that they are undo­
ing some of the good that has been 
done. 

This slip shod public education has 
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done little to dispel the myths of the 
early eighties: it is doubtful that anyone 
exposed to government education 
would be able to tell you the difference 
between someone who has AIDS, and 
someone who is infected with the virus, 
or even that the virus is only transmit­
table by sexual fluids or blood. Anyone 
observing Dr Scott Cameron in action 
for example, would be horrified to be 
hearing a South Australian Government 
official 'educating' people that QAN.: 
TAS stewards were the main sources of 
transmitting AIDS from Australia to 

em. 
The crime in misinformation is in not 

catering to the thirst for real knowledge 
that people have. They are left with a 
void to fill, and with myths and rumours 
being far more readily available than 
the latest sensible data, the consequen­
ces are disastrous. Pointing to the multi­
tude of AIDS carriers as being 
homosexual men, many are now turning 
their backs on the validity of, say, what 
the advert has told them. People ate let­
ting themselves ignore the value of the 
current campaign as a preventative one, 
that if they don't have the disease they 
should avoid it, because it hasn't been 
packaged effectively as such. In a 
country where you are advised not to 
show how to use a condom on televi­
sion, there can be no effective safe sex 
education. 

I'm not advocating corruption of 
youth either, whatever that implies ex­
actly. The best safe sex education for 
gay men points at the value of kissing 
and fondling, puts an emphasis on sen­
suality, and even, in some quarters, 
faintly suggests that emotional invol­
vement may heighten sexual activities. 

Part of what is filling the void is a 
dreadful denial. It isn't a heterosexual 
disease: how dare the advert suggest 
children get AIDS. Although the City 
Council will deny it, Wagga Wagga has 
the highest count of AIDS victims out­
side of Sydney. It is not important for 
the purposes of my argument to suggest 
why. What is important is the ongoing 
cover-up, the need for the place to try 
and disguise the fact that their hospitals 
are full and that they are constantly 
offloading sufferers to Sydney, one 
could almost imagine under Ll:ie cover of 
darkness. In Melbourne we have about 
forty-seven children under the age of 
nine with PJDS in the wards. Denial, of 
these realities is a denial of needed 
facilities. 

As with rape and incest there has 
been an irrational blaming of the vic­
tims. This does nothing to lower the 
number of rape and incest occurrences, 
and it will do nothing toward reducing 
the transmission of AIDS. I have my 
personal hates, and these are a few of 
my Least Favourite Things. 

" The present governments' thoroughly 
inadequate, sensationalist, non-infor­
mative campaign on AIDS. 

" Gay men who adopt the Elsie at­
titude, (in the song 'Life is a Caberet 
Old Chum•, she was 'the happiest 
corpse I'd ever seen'), and are deter­
mined to enjoy life to its fullest, in­
cluding unsafe sex. 

" Anyone who suggests taking the test 
for the AIDS virus antibodies, as if, in 
any way, this is going to help the per­
son beyond telling them whether or 
not they may be carrying the virus. 
Urges to 'have the test' are produced 
with a sincerity that is reassuring, 
meaning that it denies Western 
medicine's inability to present a cure. 

" People who suggest isolation of the 
virus carriers, those who are HIV 
positive, ignoring that as long as 
AIDS can't be transmitted by casual 
contact, but other viral infections that 
can destroy a body without an'Yim­
mune system can, HIV positive 
people are in more danger, health 
wise, from them. 

AIDS boils down to a simple question 
of life and death, and the quality 
thereof. I'm afraid that in my heated 
reaction against the Reaper campaign 
I've slipped into adopting its simplistic 
life versus death arguments. There are 
many ways to die; the manners which 
AIDS makes possible are among the 
worst. To decide against death or suffer­
ing where it can be prevented, is to 
desire a quality of life. Like most 
people, I'd like relative quality in my 
life, that is, as full as limits allow. AIDS 
is only another limitation, it can be 
avoided, the rest of our lives can be en­
joyed. Learn about AIDS, lobby for a 
sensible education of people by the 
government or whatever, just please, if 
you're at all doing so, stop hoping or 
pretending that it was only ever a gay 
plague and will remain so. To do so is 
possibly to ask for a bowling date with 
the Grim Reaper. 
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It is now over a year since the 
accident at the Chernobyl nuc­
lear power plant. Elizabeth Kox­
Rich is a wine grower in 
Luxemberg. In this interview 
recorded for the Stick Together 
Show on Radio 3CR she tells 
how the meltdown has affected 
the people living in Europe. For 
the last few years she has been 
one of the millions of Europeans 
actively opposing nuclear 
power. 

Translated by Elke Eskemann 
and Jane Basden and repro­
duced with kind thanks to the 
Stick Together Show. 
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Why are you an opponent of nuclear 
power stations? 

About 13 years ago I received some 
literature about atomic energy, written 
by a Swiss anti-nuclear group. It con­
vinced me so much that I became an 
opponent of atomic energy, really, from 
one day to the next. And besides that I 
have a wine growing enterprise, ~d 
thermal contamination from an atomic 
power station with water cooling is a 
threat to the existence of our industry. 

What was the immediate reaction to the 
effects of Chernobyl on the European 
population? 

Firstly, an enormous amount of fear and 
a great feeling of powerlessness, which 
one could.feel. One couldn't revoke the 
existance of the contamination, it was 
just there. And there was a great sense 
of helplessness ... What can we eat 
now, and what not? Gradually, of 
course, this fear became somewhat sup­
press.ed; ~me suppressed the reality of 
the situation, although contamination of 
the ground and vegetation exists and the 
food chain must eventually become con­
taminated. 

For months after Chernobyl many anti­
nuclear demonstrations took place in 
Western Europe. In your opinion, did 
the Chernobyl accident make a lasting 
change to the European anti-nuclear 
movement? 

Yes, by all means. It the 
movement. What also was 
that many young women became much 
more worried and 
parent and children 
arisen, like Mothers Con­
taminate.d Food and so on. And they are 
very active. So, the resistance has be­
come much stronger. 

I believe many demonstrations at this 
tilnl! were heavily suppressed by the 
polzce, at Cattenom in France and in 
Germany.for example. Have the tactics 
of the anti-nuclear movement changed 
because of this or for any other reason? 

At Cattenom the police have become 
much more restrained. aren't as 
provocative as before but that of course 
also depends on the If 
no one infiltrates the 
people who provoke confrontations 
the? everything procedes peacefully'. 
We ve only had . peaceful 
demonstrations at Cattentom., 

Have the various national nuclear in­
dustries lost credibility since the acci­
dent? 

Yes, of course. I always of the 
second nuclear accident, that the 
politicians want to minimise the 
catastrophy and the effects. One can 
again feel a very massive trend towards 
nuclear power everywhere, but mainly 
in <?ermany and France. In Germany the 
anti-nuclear movement is very strong 
but so too is the will to extend the 

nuclear industry. In France the popula­
tion wasn't as sensitive but they are 
slowly getting there. In the last poll 52 
per cent of the French were against the 
nuclear industry. Here in Luxumberg it 
is 80 per cent. 

Did Chernobyl have a lasting effect on 
the governments and political parties of 
Europe? 

Actually only on the socialist and green 
parties. The conservatives still have a 
very strong pro-nuclear stance. 

Did it have any positive effect for 
Europeans? 

Yes, but one can't say immediately. It is 
somehow positive. I myself feel that I 
have become rehabilitated as an anti­
nuclear activist One isn't seen as a 
'Luddite' or as someone who is anti­
progress. They have accused us of want­
ing to go back to the trees! But now you 
can answer 'If you want to go back to 
the trees you can't, there aren't any 
left'. Because the forests are dying as 
well. So in this regard it's somewhat 
positive. All the anti-nuclear activists 
were proven right. But it still has to 
develop a whole lot in the parties and 
the population. The people still aren't 
active enough. They've all woken up 
but they aren't active enough to pres­
sure the politicians. 

You are a wine grower on the Mosel in 
Luxembourg. What were the agricul­
tural effects of the accident generally 
and on you personally? 

For us personally, nothing yet. Luxem­
bourg was the least contaminated. We 
have radiation levels in the milk of 10 
becquerel per litre. In Baveria and 
Austria it is 100 Becquerel. In Sweden 
and Finland the contamination was 
worse. Here in Luxemhr-urg, and in 
France and Portugal, it was somewhat 
weaker. Although the :;ontamination 
isn't perhaps as life thre1tening as in 
other areas it does have tome conse­
quences. One is forced to eat every­
thing. One just has to be ~areful not to 
buy from areas where the contamination 
is worse. 

I think recently there was a meeting in 
Luxembourg of so called experts from 
the European Economic Council (EEC) 
who wanted to raise the acceptable 
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levels to 2000 Bq!Kg. Have you heard 
something about that? 

In Russia an American doctor, Dr Gale, 
has said that people can deal ·with more 
radiation than first thought, that you can 
raise the 'acceptable levels'. These 
levels are political levels. They aren't· 
determined for the protection of the 
population, they are set for flexible use 
so that industry can work in a flexible 
way. That's why they determine accep­
table levels. Naturally, if they raise the 
levels for foodstuffs, that is a sign that 
foodstuffs are still highly contaminated 
and that they're raising the levels so that 
there is no economic damage for some 
industries. 

So you see that as somewhat cynical? 

Yes, of course, because tolerance doses 
begin at zero. There is no cut off level 
which is not dangerous. 

Would you like to say anything else? 

Yes I'd like to make an appeal to 
Australia not to export uranium, be­
cause uranium only causes misfortune 
and destruction. It would be a great help 
if the uranium export would be stopped. 
If people continually exercise moral 
pressure, then one eventually gets 
results. Here in Luxembourg we've 
been able to prevent an atomic power 
station. 
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The Australian Anti-Bases Campaign 
Coalition (AABCC) was formed in 
Sydney last December at a National 
Conference organised by the anti-bases 
groups in each state. Over 70 organisa­
tions were represented at this meeting 
and the Coalition now comprises over 
100 groups nationwide. 

One of the main undertakings of the 
Coalition this year is the organisation of 
a camp and protest actions at Pine Gap 
in October. A Coalition affiliate, the 
Alice Springs Peace Group (ASPG), is 
inviting people from all around Austral­
ia to participate in a week of forums, 
workshops and action culminating in 
non-violent direct action and civil dis­
obedience on 19 October. 

The ASPG workshops will include 
discussion of non-violent direct action. 
Intending to 

affinity 

The ASPG has ma 
the Heavitree 
Motel, where a 
people has been reserved b 
and 20 October. This caravan 
located 3 kilometres from the 
centre on the banks of the Todd R 
features powered caravan sites an 
conditioned vans. The camping 
are grassed and some have electric 
There is also a large laundromat 
barbecue area, an STD phone, a swi 
ming pool a licensed supermarket, 
moped and cycle hire and plenty of 
shady trees. 

Provision has also been made for a 
women's space. This will not be at 
Heavitree Gap. Any women re.<;tu~rin,g I 
separate accommodation can 
Glenys at the office of the Alice Springs 
Peace Group, phone (089) 526 782, or 
by writing to ASPG, PO Box 1637, 
Alice Springs, 5751. 

'ngs 5750 
524 866 
AVITAA81032 

necessary to identify the group 
·· idual as coming for the Alice 

Springs Peace Group activities in order 
to obtain the discount rates. For further 
information, ring: 
Sydney ............... (02) 267 1761 
Melbourne. . . . . . .... (03) 419 6937 
Alice Springs.; .... (089) 526 782 

by Margaret 

At a recent symposium of the Interna- agreement allows the USSR to engage 
tional Physicians for the prevention of in sub-Antarctic deep sea fishing. 
Nuclear War held in Auckland, New French vessels also fish the region for 
Zealand, a biophysics professor from crayfish. 
the University of Paris, Dr Behar, said The islands are volcanic in origin al­
that after 22 years of testing, Mururoa though there has been no recent vol­
Atoll was seriously damaged. The need canic activity and there is no active vol-
to more recent tests deeper into cano. However, questions concerning 
the rock had made it tech- the geological stability of the Ker-
nically for many more guelens have been raised by a former 
blasts to be conducted. senior lecturer in geology at the Univer-

At the same symposium an Auckland sity of Adelaide, Dr Robin Oliver.2 Ac­
An ,n n,,,..~,nN professor, Michael O'Sul- cording to Dr Oliver the islands connect 
livan, said that serious radioactivity via a subterranean ridge with the 
would begin to leak from the atolls Antractic volcano, Gaussberg, and they 
lagoon and into the ocean within the are located on a subterranean plateau 
next ten to 100 years. His findings on which includes the Australian territory 
major cracking of the volcanic base of Heard Island, an active volcano. 
contradicted French claims that no The islands base at Port aux Francaix 
leakage would occur for at least 1 000 accommodates about 200 people en­
to 10 000 years.1 Sources within the gaged in astrophysics, astronomy, 
French army and scientists from its geology and biology. Last year a fishing 
nuclear program believe a move from trawler, The Southern Raider, was sunk 
Mururoa to the Kerguelen Islands, south by the French Navy while fishing near 
west of Western Australia, is imminent. the islands. Skipper John Chadderton 

The Kerguelen Islands are in the and first officer Alister Annadale have 
southern extremity of the Indian Ocean, no doubt that the sinking had some con-
3 400 kilometres south west of Western nection with Kerguelen.3 In an inter­
Australia and about 14 000 kilometres view, Chadderton said 
from Paris. The archipelago, covering They accused us of illegally fishing in 
7 215 square kilometres, is made up of French waters but interrogated us end-
one main island, Grand sur- lessly about espionage, not fishing. 

d d b h dred f all · 1 d During the three months we were held by 
roun e Y un n s O sm is an s the French on Reunion Island we became 
with innumerable islets and rocks with convinced that France was planning to 
the highest point being Mount Ross at move its nuclear tests to Kerguelen. This 
1 850 meters. It features glacial lakes, is commonly accepted as fact on Reunion, 
glaciers that reach right down to the sea, the French administrative centre closest to 
hot springs and boggy peat marshes. Kerguelen. 
Due to the rugged terain the interiors of Any radioactive leakage from testing 
the islands have remained relatively un- weapons in the Kerguelen Islands 
explored. The whole coast is broken up would be carried by wind and sea to 
by deep fjords bounded on each side by Australia. The islands lie in the path of 
cliffs. The region is swept by great west- the roaring forties and the furious fifties, 

winds, averaging a gale a day. prevailing westerly winds that flow 
The islands have a continental across the Southern Hemisphere bet-

shelf where there are many 'bottom' ween 40 and 50 degrees latitude. Ocean 
fish. Japanese and Russian fleets con- contamination would be brought to 
centrate in this area. A Franco-Soviet Australia by western currents which 

sweep along the west and south coasts 
of the continent. This radioactive debris 
would contain strontium-90 which has a 
half-life of 28 years and constitutes a 
major health hazard causing bone can­
cer and leukemia. 

The Southern Raider affair has hel­
ped to focus on another possible French 
nuclear connection, that the .Kerguelen 
Islands are to be used for the storage of 
nuclear wastes. At present France 
dumps its waste at sea or converts it to 
vitrified glass. Selection of a burial site 
for 250 tonnes of glass blocks is expec­
ted in 1988. Sources in Reunion say that 
the large quantities of concrete being 
shipped to Kerguelen could be used for 
the purpose of preparing the site or 
sites. 

The possibility that the islands have 
been used for French chemical weapon 
testing has been raised by Dr J Perry 
Robinson of the Armament and Disar­
mament Information Unit of Sussex 
University. Dr Robinson conjectures 
that the extreme secrecy surrounding 
The Southern Raider plus the timetable 
for establishing the station at Port aux 
Francaix tallies with the timetable of the 
French binary program research and 
testing. The Algerian Jest area for nerve 
gas was closed to theif~i:i~h in 1969 af­
ter the War of Indepeifi:Ieiice. The sta­
tion at Port aux Francais was es­
tablished soon after, even though 
Mururoa still had a decade or more of 
'service' left as a nuclear test site. 
' ''Nerve agents are both very long lived 
and very toxic. The effect of leakage is 
dramtic. Near Bloody Foreland in Gal­
way, Eire, wartime stocks of Tabun, a 
poison used by the Nazis, has been leak­
ing and tide after tide washes up 
poisoned sea birds and fish by the 
thousands. 
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The South African and Israeli 
connections 

The South African Government has be­
come embroiled in an international out­
cry regarding military developments on 
their territory of Marion Island, midway 
between the African mainland and An­
tarctica. Dr Frank Barnaby, a former 
director of the Stockholm International 
Peace Research Institute, believes that 
South Africa probably exploded a 
nuclear test device in the area in 1979. 
Many experts believed this was conduc­
ted by South African scientists with Is­
raeli assistance. 

Speculation about JOmt South 
African-Israeli nuclear cooperation has 
increased recently following revelations 
from Mordechai Vanunu, the nuclear 
technician who appeared in court 
recently after being spirited out of 
Britain. He told reporters in London that 
Israeli nuclear scientists frequently 
visited South Africa. During the past 
two years scientists based on Marion Is­
land have reported visits by South 
African and Isreali military personnel.4 

The South African Minister for En­
vironmental Affairs and Fisheries, Mr 
John Wiley, after initially denying any 
knowledge of a plan to build an airstrip 
on the island has since confirmed that 
an ecologicai evaluation was underway. 
Apart from the possible siting of a 
nuclear missile testing site on Marion 
Island, the building and maintaining of 
an airstrip for Hercules transport aircraft 
on an island which has known nothing 
more than foot traffic would be an en­
vironmental disaster. 

In 1971 the General Assembly of the 
United Nations adopted a resolution 
which declared that 'the Indian Ocean, 
within limits to be determined, together 
with the airspace above and the ocean 
floor subjacent thereto, be designated 
for all time as a zone of peace.' This 
declaration called for the elimination of 
all bases, military installations, nuclear 
weapons and so forth. The following 
year the Ad Hoc committee on the In­
dian Ocean was established. In Decem­
ber 1981 the General Assembly expres­
sed its regret that this Committee had 
failed to reach consensus on the finalisa­
tion of the dates for the convening of a 
conference on the Indian Ocean - a 
necessary step for the implementation 
of the Indian Ocean as a zone of peace. 
In 1983 the same regret was expressed 
and to date the idea has not progressed 
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any further. 
The Antarctic Treaty states in Article 

Five that 'any nuclear explosions in An­
tartica and the disposal there of radio­
active waste material shall be 
prohibited'. Both France and South 
Africa are signatories to this treaty. 
However, this treaty only applies to 
areas south of 60 degrees south latitude. 
Kerguelen Islands and Marion Island 
both lie north of this. 

The Antarctic Treaty recognised the 
importance of conservation and, in 1964 
at the third Antarctic Treaty Consulta­
tive meeting, signed the Agreed 
Measures for the Conservation of An­
tarctic Flora and Fauna. Additions and 
ammendments are made by recommen­
dations from the Scientific Committee 
for Antarctic Research (SCAR). SCAR 
is part of a non-governmental Interna­
tional Council of Scientific Unions and 
the subantarctic islands fall within the 
SCAR area of influence although all are 
under effective national control. 

Another conservation measure is the 
Convention for the Conservation of An­
tarctic Marine Living Resources 
(CCAMLR), which was signed in Can­
berra in 1980. The boundaries for 
CCAMLR were established to approxi­
mate the Southern Ocean and seeks to 
develop an 'ecosystem approach' to life 
in the Antarctic. (see map) 

The signatories of CCAMLR, which 
include France and South Africa, recog­
nise 'the importance of safegaurding the 
environment and protecting the integrity 
of the ecosystem of the seas surround­
ing Antarctica' and believe 'that it is in 

the interest of all mankind (sic) to 
preserve the waters surrounding the An­
tarctic continent for peaceful purposes 
only and to prevent their becoming the 
scene or object of international discord.' 
The Kerguelen Islands and Marion Is­
land are within the CCAMLR area of 
influence although, again, remain under 
national control. 

The Indian and Southern Oceans can 
be protected from this latest ecological 
insanity by strengthening CCAMLR to 
become more than just another fishing 
treaty. It already provides an oppor­
tunity to deal constructively with en­
vironmental, conservation and political 
issues. 

The Antarctic Treaty has, because of 
its nuclear free provision, been an ex­
ample of scientific endeavour for peace­
ful purposes in a spirit of goodwill and 
friendship. The governments of the 
treaty nations together with non-treaty 
nations must be convinced through 
peace, dis­
armament and environmental groups 
such as Greenpeace and Friends of the 
Earth and non-governmental or­
ganisations such as the International 
Council of Scientific Unions to support 
and implement a nuclear free Southern 
and Indian Ocean Treaty as a step to 
total nuclear disarmament on this 
planet. 
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Des Wilson, I n rector the 
Earth, will be in Australia in July year. He will be speaking 
at public meetings organised by FOE Sydney and FOE Col­
lingwood. He will be placing local issues in a global context, 
drawing out the root causes of world poverty and injustice, en­
vironmental degradation and the threat of nuclear war, and 
providing hope by enunciating where analysis and action can 
and do make a difference. In a recent paper on the 'fate of the 
earth', Des Wilson explains the importance of environmental 
issues. 

A while back I had to travel from the 
UK to New Zealand and back, circling 
the planet. It was an opportunity to ob­
serve all of the continents from high 
above, and I was left with two con­
tradictory impressions. From the 
viewpoint of just one indiviual the 
planet is colossal, its resources ap­
parently unlimited. But, if you look at it 
as the habitat of the entire human race, 
it is small and becoming smaller. It is 
easy to see from the air why it is that 70 
per cent of the planet is uncultivable, 
and at least two thirds unin­
habitable ... so much of it is sea, 
desert, mountain, ice or dense jungle. 

There was also time to think of us 
human beings and how our technology 
have in effect made the planet smaller. 
But it is not just by technology that we 
have made the planet smaller. First, 
there has been a dramatic increase in 
population. In this century the number 
of people on Earth has tripled. Second, 
the world has been made smaller (in ef­
fect) by the concentration of power and 
wealth in fewer hands. It is said that by 
the end of this century 10 per cent of the 
population will possess 80 per cent of 
its wealth. The concentration of wealth 
and power makes the planet an easier 
place for those few to dominate and ex­
ploit. 

Is the word 'crisis' too powerful to 
describe such a condition! My dic­
tionary defines 'crisis' as a turning 
point ... a moment of danger and 
suspense. Given that our planet has ex-
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isted for hundreds of millions of years, 
the lifespan of one generation of its in­
habitants could be fairly described as a 
moment, and the word 'crisis' is jus­
tified by the overwhelming evidence 
that it is this generation - you and I -
who have been so careless of our 
habitat, so wasteful of its resources, and 
so irresponsibly developing a lifestyle 
and technology mindless of its long 
term implications, that we have become 
a threat to our own home, the earth, to 
its multitude of species, and to genera­
tions to come. 

But it's not all gloomy, according to 
the World Resources Report, 

Notwithstanding the fonnidable challeges 
posed by population growth, widespread 
resource degradation, and diverse sources 
of pollution, there are few, if any, 
problems on the horizon that are in any 
fundamental sense unsolvable. 

Just the same, to solve problems you 
have to face them - there is the need to 
create public knowledge of the nature of 
the crisis and possible solutions, be­
cause it is lack of political will, national 
and international political will that 
stands in the way of radical action. 

Friends of the Earth is just one of the 
many organisations concerned to 
develop this popular knowledge and 
will. Primarily an environmental 
movement, it understands the links with 
the causes of peace, sustainable growth 
in the third world, and control of power. 
There are many myths about environ­
mentalists: 

resources. 
'" that environmentalism is 

sue, that it is not of 
to that of 

vironrnental issues are 
damental and deserve 
priority in our lives. 

A full copy of the text is 
the FOE Collingwood 

So don't 
• Public 1vJL1;icL,,n;:;; 

Wednesday, 
• Public, .... ,."'"'"!:; 

Friday, 31 
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national Year·. for Shelter the 
Homeless 1987. 

.. Vice-president of the ELECTORAL 
REFORM SOCIETY 

• President of the LIBERAL PARTY 
(1986~87) 

In the: middle ot last ,car. a solt cncrg) 
group was established at Friend, of the 
Earth Colling\\Ood with the aim to redrc~s 
an important imbalance in the anti-nuclear 
and cmironmcnt debate. While many 
people arc quite well informed about the 
problems of present methods of energy 
production ~ nuclear harnrds. pollution 
and the carbon dioxide effects. for example 

the majority are poorly equipped to 
argue and ·campaign for real alternatives. 
Ai a result. there was little or no response 
in the media after the Chernobyl nuclear 
accident which argued for a renewable 
cnergv future. 

Si~;1ilarh. while publicity material 
against th~ nuclear fuel cvclc is rcadil) 
a~ailablc from anti-nuclca~ and environ­
ment !;:rllUp,, this is not the C,bC for 
rclc,ant up-to-date information on soft 
cncrg,. 

A;·a resulL we produced our booklet 
Su/1 E11l'rg1 .~ 1hc 011/r 01>1io11. which 
appeared in Chain Rrnuin11 ./8. (Copies 
arc still a\ ailabk at 20 cents with discounts 
for bulk orders.) We also undertook to 
include an article in each subsequent issue 
of Chain Reac1io11 which would. over a 
number of issues. pnn idea good source of 
rclcrcncc ri1aterial for individuals and 
groups on the potential for renewable 
energy. 

In conjunction with the energy s11pply 
question -we sec it as important to raise 
other questions to which energy is in­
cxtricabl\ linked. such as global equity. for 
example_- H ov, can we in the 'developed 
world' continue to jw,tify consuming energy 
of orders of magnitude more than the 
majoritv of the ,torld's populi1tion espc­
ciailv wl\en much of this cnergv is consumed 
to satisfy a tri\ial and materi;iistic lifestyle? 

Furthermore. failure to deYelop renewable 
enern, svstems in the technologically 
dc\cl~;pcli countric, inevitably leads the 
dc,cloping world to consider a nuclear 
future since it appears as the only \iable 
alternative. 

On a political lc\el in this country. 
cncrg\ has a low profile. This is despite the 
fact that Bass Strait output is declining and 
bv the mid 1990s massive imports of liquid 
f~cl will be necessary with subsequent 
deleterious effects on l;ur economy. \\!ith-'c 
out doubt the two slumbering technological 
monsters of synthetic liquid fuel from shale 
or from coal will be rc\ivcd in the not-too­
distant future. The consequences of this 
sort of technological route arc far-reaching 
and should be frightening for all of us in 
the cn,ironmcnt mo\ cmcnt. 

Altcrnati\cs du exist and \\C intend to 
campaign around these issue, to support a 
soft energy ,ocicty as a real option for 
future Australia. 

W c arc current!\· \\Orking on a 25 minute 
slide \ idco \\ hici1 shouli be completed 
late 1987. f'his \,ill be an important 
educational aid for schools and environ­
mental groups. 

\Ve \~ould \\elcomc feedback on this 
issue from Chain ReaClion readers and 
most importantly new members arc needed 
for our group. Specialist knowledge in the 
area is not required as C\'cryonc has useful 
skill, of one sort or another. In addition 
working within the group will enable 
members to become well ,crscd in the 
issues. The formal commitment is usually 
only one evening meeting per month. 

Further information: contact Clare 
Henderson (03) 419 8700 or contact the 
FOE group in your State or Territory. 
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A FOE energy group in Adelaide has 
produced an excellent fifty page booklet 
on an energy future for that state. It is 
written by Geoff Lacey with con­
tributions from a group of enero-v ac-. . o., 
uv1sts. The theme is how to implement 
in South Australia a change in direction 
of energy policy from a growth pattern 
to a sustainable, renewable energy 
supply. 

A somewhat similar study was made 
in Victoria in and published by the 
Australian Conservation Foundation 
(ACF) in 1982, An Energy Efficient 
Scenario. The Victorian study was more 
comprehensive, really for the energy 
specialist, where the South Australian 
report is more concise, suitable for the 
lay person. 

The first question arises - can the 
size of Adelaide be limited to something 
like its present level? This is the first 
requirement for a renewable energy 
policy. 

Situated on plains, Adelaide is ideal 
for bicycle power which would address 
transport and health problems in one 
move. The report outlines other aspects 
of a sane energy policy such as insula­
tion of homes, higher density housing, 
more efficient electrical motors and 
home appliances, use of co-generation, 
development of wind power generation, 
solar hot water services, wood for 
domestic fuel and more efficient. 
smaller cars. · 

South Australia's peak power demand 
in summer is very high, about a quarter 
of that in winter, due to the use of air 
conditioners in homes and offices. 
There is great scope for improvement 
here, and if the peak power load can be 
reduced, the need for more power 
stations will be obviated. 

The use of electrical energy for room 
heating should be strongly dis­
couraged - how few people realise that 
this is a throw away use of energy and 

that room heating should be by gas or 
wood. The concept of the all-electric 
home is ridiculous. 

South Australia's dependence on 
natural gas for power generation is also 
highlighted. This is an absurd use for a 
valuable and dwindling resource. South 
Australia's gas reserves, without new 
discoveries, will last only 18 years. 

The report tends to illustrate what can 
be achieved in the short term within the 
present mode of living, without too 
much social change that will really hurt. 
Yet surely this will have to come. Our 
affluence is ba<;ed on car dominance -
61 per cent of total land transport 
energy is used by cars. But this will be 
the toughest nut to crack. It needs a 
gigantic change in thinking as people 
would lose their supreme status symbol 
and some mobility. 

A real energy plan needs a life style 
plan. Exponential growth can not con­
tinue there must be a limit to growth. 
Yet, exploitation can only survive on 
growth! The technical fix can only 
achieve so much, it is the first stage. We 
will still have to reduce energy con­
sumption by reorganising the way in 
which our wants can be satisfied. Fun­
damental to any discussion of energy al­
ternatives is a choice of personal values. 
The values that could make a low­
encrgy society work are not new, they 
are stored in the 'attic' and could be 
recycled. While our basic wants are 
material, high fossil fuel inputs are 
needed. Non-material needs have low 
fossil fuel inputs, rely more on human 
energy, to provide love, security, 

identity. We need a change 
to things that count, not 

that are countable. The report 
will stimulate your thinking on a 
supremely important issue. 

Bert King is an experienced engineer. 

The rush is on for the material wealth of the Antarctic. But as 
countrie.s scramble for oil and minerals, Greenpeace is 
demanding that the Antarctic be saved as a World Park for 
everybody, now and in the future. To this end Greenpeace is at­
tempting to set up its own Antarctic research base. Trevor Daly 
explains. 

Antarctica, with its unique wildlife, as­
tounding landscapes and ancient beds of 
moss and lichens, is endangered. As with 
many other areas on our fragile planet, the 
threat comes from human greed. In 1986 
the Antarctic Treaty nations came dan­
gerously close to concluding a minerals 
regimen - a mutual agreement which 
would allow mineral and oil development 
in Antarctica. 

Antarctica is not only the world's last 
pristine wilderness but plays vital role in 
controlling global climate. Its rich seas 
provide nutrients to the world's oceans 
and its age-old ice-cap holds the secrets of 
the world's past, allowing us to monitor 
how we are collectively poisoning the 
earth. . 

But today, as the world's resources are 
being squandered, attention has turned to 
Antarctica. The oceans of Antarctica have 
a history of over-exploitation. In the 
nineteenth century, Antarctic fur and 
elephant seals were decimated· by sealers 
and earlier this century it w,as the whales, 
such as the Blue and the Humpback, 
which were hunted to the verge of extinc-

Trevor Daly is wildlife coordinator for 
Greenpeace Australia. 

tion. Today some_ fish stocks have been 
wiped out by the Soviet, Eastern European 
and Asian fishing fleets. 

Recently concern has arisen over 
another matter - the depletion over the 
Southern Ocean of the ozone layer which 
screens out dangerous radiation. Scientists 
believe that algae and micro-flora critical 
in the food chain will be destroyed by the 
increased radiation, not to mention the 
consequences for the global environment 
of a possible warming of the planet also 
arising from the depletion of the ozone 
layer - the so-called 'greenhouse effect'. 

However, mining is potentially the most 
serious threat facing of Antarctica. In 
December 1986, New Zealand ·geologists 
discovered the first firm evidence of 
petroleum deposits below the seabed, 
twelve kilometres off Victorialand in An­
tarctica. Although it was not an oil find, 
later analysis proved that oil and gas were 
once trapped there only to eventually leak 
out Meanwhile Japan, France, West Ger­
many, the United Kingdom and the United 
States are also searching for oil in the An­
tarctic whilst the USSR and South Africa 
are searching for platinum. 

The New Zealand discovery, in an area 
free of ice during much of summer, has 

come amid the latest round of interna­
tional negouauons at which 
governments are now deciding the legal 
and political frameworks to facilitate 
mineral exploitation in Antarctica. The 
consequences of mineral exploitation 
would be disastrous. The inevitable ef­
fects of mmmg - port facilities, 
pipelines, oil spills and accidents -
would wreak havoc on the sensitive An­
tarctic environment All this would be 
for an estimated 2 years supply of oil at 
current consumption. Mineral exploita­
tion would also bring conflict to the 
region as nations compete for its 
resources. 

Greenpeace is one of many environ­
mental groups which, along with 
nations not party to the Antarctic Treaty, 
are adamantly opposed to oil and 
mineral exploration in the sensitive An­
tarctic ecosystem. Instead, Greenpeace 
is calling for Antarctica to be preserved 
in the form of a 'World Park', as a 
heritage for future generations. The 
principles behind this idea are that: 
• wilderness values, plant and animal 

life be protected. 
• the Antarctic remain a zone of peace, 

free from nuclear and other weapons. 
• Antarctica remain a place where 

scientists from all nations can meet 
and work together. 

On 6 January Greenpeace, a conver­
ted ocean-going tug, left New Zealand 
for Ross Island in Antarctica where 
Greenpeace established the first per­
manent non-government base in the An­
tarctic. A team of three men and one 
woman will stay at the base through the 
long Antarctic winter, conducting 
research and monitoring the extent of 
human encroachment on the environ­
ment. 

By establishing a presence in An­
tarctica, Greenpeace hopes to highlight 
the concerns of people throughout the 
world who wish to see Antarctica 
preserved unmolested. For many en­
vironmentalists, the ecologically sensi­
tive southern continent, the world's last 
relatively undisturbed wilderness, is 
potentially the birthplace of a new 
respect for the environment - and per­
haps the turning point in our historical 
relationship with the world. 
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by Peter Christoff 

Speculators will ruin this last wild place, 
few will protest.for profit eases consciences, 
In thirty years 
there will be nothing to distinguish this 
from mined and gutted countries anywhere. 
Our leaders will betray us, sell our heritage, 
what remains is not worth stealing, 
and so becomes an Army weapons range 

Outback Michael Dransfield 

For the past three decades, environmental activism has been 
buoyed by a climate of economic optimism which simul­
taneously fuelled its criticisms of untrammeled growth a~d 
made some of the solutions easily affordable. Now, the chill 
winds of economic austerity and political conservatism 
threaten to erode the reserves of sympathy on which the en­
vironment movement has operated. 

Three immediate consequences of this change in climate 
include: 
• a renewed vigour in campaigns for resource exploitation 

and environmental deregulation; 
• the likelihood of cuts in funding for community-sector 

organisations, including environment group~; an~, . 
the potential loss of support for conservation m certam 
sectors of the community. 
The great debt that Australia has accumulated with the rest of 
the world, now reliably stated to be near $100 billion, is a 
heritage far less acceptable to me and my fellow Australi3?5 
than some backblock wilderness pocket, or ones yet to be dis­
covered, that lay claims to bewildering values.1 

Australia's severe current account deficit adds force to in­
dustry's pressure to exploit our national resources. Com­
ments such as the above by Dick Darnoc, Chairman of the 
National Association of Forests Industries, play on a grow­
ing anxiety about a national debt of Third World propor­
tions. They do not admit the dominant sources of that debt 
rest on private sector borrowing for speculative investment 
and takeovers and on declining returns for our main primary 
produce exports, or that our level of consumption may be 
unsustainable as well as inequitable. 

Pressure is being exerted to increase our reliance on 'im­
mediate returns' from exports of unprocessed natural 
resources such as ores and woodchips even though our 
present over reliance on primary commodity markets has 
contributed strongly to th·e problems 'that we face - a 

Peter Christoff works for the Commis·sion -
Environment in Victoria. 

declining manufacturing base, increased reliance on expen­
sive imports and vulnerability to fluctuations in global 
demand for raw materials. These are vulnerabilities familiar 
to Third World economies. 

Conservative Federal and State Labor Governments fear 
the political consequences of a destabilised money market 
and slowed investment. Labor and Liberal Governments 
must maintain a climate favourable to economic growth 
(private sector capital accumulation). Their electoral suc­
cess depends on popular perceptions of their success as 
economic managers. Yet the Australian economy is now in­
creasingly being integrated into an international framework 
over which Australian governments have little or no control. 
Not surprisingly, 'reformist' governments (and parties) 
easily move into crisis under the strain of trying to manage 
the economy for political as well as economic advantage 
Their policies (economic, environmental and social) are of 
ten internally contradictory, and they have fev,, · 
mechanisms - or in the case of financial deregulation have 
relinquished many of those available - to minimise the ef­
fects of unfavourable domestic and international events. 

The Hawke Government is trapped between the need tc 
appease industry, meet the demands of its own constituency 
(Kakadu and lackey's Marsh), and woo conservative voters 
as part of its project to redefine the 'middle ground' of 

· Australian politics. The export of uranium to France must 
be interpreted as a deliberate signal of reassurance to the in · 
ternational market that conservative forces are in full con­
trol of the economy, able to provide a favourable climate for 
investors and developers despite the Government's own 
party policies. Yet, this has damaging electoral repercus­
sions for the Labor Government which must also 'manage'. 

The same effect often operates on the State level. In Vic­
toria, the Alcoa smelter at Portland, the State Timber In­
dustry Strategy and the variety of major new Central Busi­
ness District developments - based on the waiver of 
'restrictive' planning regulations - all aim to meet the im­
portant objective of creating jobs. However, these policies 
are shaped and undermined by short-term electoral needs. In 
opting for an economic strategy which places overriding 
priority on attracting capital investment to the state, the 
Cain Government has permitted industrial developments 
which ultimately conflict with environmental, social welfare 
and budgetary requirements. 

The State Timber Industry Strategy is an example. The 
Government's overriding fear of the industry's public 
relations machine and the industry's alliance with several 
right-wing unions has lead to a strategy which offers un­
paralleled control over the forest resource with 15 year 

licences u,reviously 1 year), minimal investment controls 
and environmental safeguards, accompanied by the intro­
duction of woodchipping into East Gippsland. While aiming 
to stabilise timber industry employment, tl1e Strategy in fact 
reinforces the industry's rapid move toward local job loss 
and increases its power to effect environmental despolia­
tion. 

Pressure for 'environmental deregulation' - direct chal­
lenges to legislation and regulations estaolished to ensure 
adequate environmental management, to protect areas of the 
'national estate' in National Parks, and to rationalise and 
humanise urban development and planning - will mount in 
tandem with challenges to 'State control', labour market 
and financial regulations made in the name of economic 
freedom, investment incentives and jobs. 

Cuts to funding? 

The economic climate is being used by the Right to argue 
for reduced Government expenditure public sector borrow­
ing. Keating and the dries in both major parties are already 
taking up severe austerity measures - public sector cuts in 
the mini budget and also perhaps the pre-Bicentennial 
budget. 

We face a growing bill for social security related to the 
growing impoverishment of the community. Yet simul­
taneously, party political advantage is being bought through 
promises of tax cuts, increased rebates and assistance to in­
dustry. These contradictory fiscal and political impulses 
make it harder for less politically or socially urgent issues to 
maintain current levels of funding. We will be fighting 
severe cutbacks in basic social welfare and environmental 
funding in the future. 

Reduced support - the case of the union movement 

Industry restructuring, tariff reductions, investment in 
'labour displacing' technologies all aim to overcome the 
purported international uncompetitiveness of the Australian 
manufacturing sector. Many of these measures lead to loss 
of jobs. Limited economic growth will also do little to 
reduce chronic unemployment of around 12-15 per cent 
(including hidden unemployment). 

This is one reason for the success of right-wing and 
development-oriented forces in the union movement. Union 
alliances with 'resource development industries' are reinfor­
ced through 'industry plans' - one of tl1e least successful 
elements of the Accord - which promise increased invest­
ment, large-scale projects and employment or, more often, a 
slowing in the rate of decrease in unionists' jobs. Some of 
these plans, such as the FAFPIC (Forest and Forest Products 
Industrial Council) Plan for the Timber Industry, involve 
environmental exploitation and long-term loss of employ­
ment. Such formal plans have been used to lock previously 
supportive unions, operating within the Accord, into endor­
sement of plans such as for woodchipping in Victoria, 
weakening their own conservation policies and traditional 
links with conservation groups. 

In effect, conservative forces within the ALP and the 
ACTU, and tripartite planning processes established under 
the Accord (involving industry, unions and Government), 
have served to systematically exclude broader community 

interests (the 'fourth sector') from decision-making forums 
on environmental and social issues. 

Union support for conservation has also been weakened 
because of vigorous attacks on the labour movement by the 
New Right. Unions need primarily to defend their own ter­
rain of wages and work conditions. Under these embattled 
circumstances, more 'remote' issues such as the mining and 
export of uranium tend to fall off the overfull plate of 
problems. This rift between the union and environment 
movements represents a fundamental weakening of political 
support for conservation and a major limitation on the en­
vironment movement's political power outside of parlia­
ment. 

IMPLICATIONS FOR ENVIRONMENTALISTS 

The particular effects of the balance-of-payments problem, 
and of deregulation, will not be easily or quickly resolved. 
As a result, until a coherent alternative economic critique 
and political program is established, environmentalists can 
expect these conditions to continue to shape the political 
climate for conservation for some time to come. 

This climate affects environment groups and campaigns 
in several ways. It presents at least three closely interrelated 
areas of critical concern for the environment movement. 
These relate to the: 
• political efficacy, 
• financial viability, and 
• legitimacy and credibility of such groups and campaigns. 

Political efficacy 

Traditionally, the environment movement has relied upon its 
power to mobilise people to transform existing political 
party policies. This pressure-group tactic has relied upon the 
major two parties having competing platforms. This distinc­
tion is no longer clear on many crucial environmental is­
sues. 

In the absence of a credible socially progressive alterna­
tive party, Labor Governments, both State and Federal, are 
increasingly willing to implement programs rejected by 
their own constituency. They do so because they believe 
there is nowhere for this vote to go except to even more 
conservative parties such as the Liberals - an option un­
palatable to most traditional Labor voters. 

Labor's cynicism fails to recognise that some swinging 
votes were won from the Liberals in the first place, on the 
basis of environmental promises, and may return to them if 
there is little to distinguish the two parties. It also fails to 
register mounting,, concern to fill the political vacuum 
created by the "rightward move of the Federal Labor 
Government. The NDP can, in this sense, be regarded as a 
precursor and an anomaly: it was the first attempt to register 
alienation from the ALP but not yet the foundations for 
unified social movement or of parliamentary action based 
on a coherent alternative program. 

In the absence of this progressive alternative to all exist­
ing parties, the environment movement, as with other social 
movements, has little direct influence over the parliamen­
tary sphere. Unresolved, this crisis of parliamentary efficacy 
leaches credibility from the environment movement witl1 its 
constant reiteration of weak electoral threats. 
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Elections are few and far between and the potential for 
creating a new and credi_ble parliamentary force in_the short 
term is limited. Creative ideas are needed for the times bet­
ween elections. The environment movement has developed 
no new strategies for effective extraparliamentary action. 
Reliance on blockades and on the media for accurate and 
sympathetic publicity has limitations - es~ec~lly :"'hile the 
environment movement continues to act m isolauon from 
other potentially supportive groups. 

Financial Viability 

While Federal funding for government environmentactivity 
has more than doubled since 1974-75, the Hawke Gove_rn­
ment has not yet restored funding to voluntary ~onservation 
organisations to the level, in real «:rms, pr~vided by the 
Whitlam Government in 1974-75.2 Given the important and 
cost-effective role played by these groups, this is a major 

State Government support to voluntary conservation 
groups has also been variable. In NSW it is almost half l?e 
level allocated in 1977-78. In Victoria, after a substanual 
increase in funding in the first years of the Cain ~o~ern­
ment, there is now a clear indication that the funding is to 
be cut by 10 per cent in the 1987-88 budget. . 

In the current climate, conservative governments will not 
risk allocating more funds from 'contracting' bu~g~ts to 
conservationists at the expense of industry subsidies or 
public works and social welfare, all of which are perceived 
as meeting more immediate needs and providing greater 
electoral returns. While such funding has never become 
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central to the survival of major conservation or­
ganisations the ACF for instance only receives 10 per 
cent of its total budget from Government grants - it has 
always been important for educational work and for the 
viability of small, single-issue groups. 

The fall in real incomes is also beginning to have a direct 
impact on membership and financial support for environ­
mental organisations. This could lead to the extinction of 
some smaller groups as well as crisis for and conflict bet­
ween top-heavy 'national' and 'umbrella-coalition' bodies. 
Alternatively, smaller groups with better 'grass-roots' ties 
may survive rather than top-heavy organisations, but may 
exist in fragmented isolation. 

Environment movement's problems of legitimacy 

So far I have concentrated mainly on overt political and 
economic problems yet there is also the problem of en­
vironmentalism's ideological legitimacy. Exploiting the 
economic climate, the Timber Industry is spending over 
$3.5 million in a nationally coordinated attempt to discredit 
conservationists, painting them as irrationally operating 
against the national interest. The Australian Mining Council 
has begun a similar campaign with its 'war on National 
Parks', spearheaded by the New Right and Peko-Wallsend. 3 

Some State Governments - often in close conjunction 
with industry - are using considerable resources to 'sell' 
their role in 'responsible' environmental management, pass­
ing this material into the media, primary and secondary 
schools.4 

Cumulatively, this represents a campaign for hearts and 
minds, to once again de legitimise ('radical') environmen­
talism by superimposing over it the 'logic' of managerial 
control by the State and the 'requirements' of a grim 
economism. This, too, may have something to do with the 
current stagnation in membership in the environment 
movement. 

STRATEGIES FOR CHANGE 

Waiting for the mounting toll of environmental and 
economic disaster to revive community anger is naive and 
inappropriate. The Forces of History will not automatically 
become benign and progressive. Once a social movement 
has lost active support or its hold on institutional gains -
such as National Parks and environmental legislation -
these are exceedingly hard to rebuild. 

In fact, the political vacuum created by the shifting of the 
Federal ALP, and the disruptions of the present economic 
climate all suggest new openings, which the 'environment 
movement' could convert to its advantage. 

Social democratic parties in Australia, England, New 
Zealand, Germany, France and Spain have failed to deliver 
substantive social and environmental reform. 

Their weak reformism has too often been constrained by 
an inability to challenge the influences of domestic and 
global capital on key issues of policy and action. Instead, 
they have attempted to manage their national crises by 
removing the parliamentary/governmental party from the 
close scrutiny and control of its democratic base, and by es­
tablishing or continuing policies which seek to 
'revolutionise' their national economies and re-establish 

them on the world market. 
Such hyperdevelopmcnt ultimately is of great assistance 

to multinational corporations, but docs little to resolve the 
compounded social, economic and environmental problems 
which these First World countries face domestically and 
reproduce in the Third World. 

The crisis we currently confront in Australia indicates the 
need for a radically new alternative, an approach to politics 
which re-enfranchises the mass of people now excluded 
from decision-making forums which determine their future. 
We need radically new policies, especially in the area of 
economic planning, as well as new processes for political 
action. 

Above all, this will require the creation of a new sort of 
political movement in Australia, which articulates and draws 
together the influence of existing social movements through 
a program for change which embraces - in a coherent 
form - their various issues and concerns. Environmental 
concerns and the environmental movement must become a 
central part of the articulation of a new program which 
counters and undoes the effects of the crisis described above 
and establishes a more equitable and sustainable social and 
economic order in its place. 

The environment movement (insofar as it exists as an en­
tity) must begin to actively recognise its own 'role' in the 
development of this alternative. 

The corporate assault through government and media 
must be met by a well-coordinated campaign involving in­
creased support throughout the community. Yet the potential 
for broadening active support is unrealised. In my 
experience, the environment 'movement' has major difficul­
ties coordinating its own groups, let alone crossing the 
boundaries into other areas such as tl1e formidable network:, 
of the churches, progressive unions, land rights, peace and 
disarmament, aid, welfare and other spheres. This lack of 
communication is sometimes because of a desire to keep 
green issues pure. This strikes me as barn, ... upt: it fails to 
recognise the social and economic dimension of many 
ecological issues. Clarity over the economic and social im­
plications of ecological principles and campaigns is vital if 
these boundaries are to be lastingly breached. 

The task of confronting and explaining the often difficult 
link between jobs and conservation must be a priority for 
environmentalists. (This does not mean a subordination of 
environmental issues to economic concerns.) The goals and 
principles of other social movements - such as Land 
Rights and women's movements should be a vital and in­
tegral part of the moral fabric of the enYironment movement 
and receive strong support as such. Some movements are 
also important to the success of those non-electorally 
focused environmental campaigns. Opportunities should ':le 
used to develop links with these groups. Certain issues 
provide opportunities for liaison of mutual benefit to the en­
vironment movement, the labour movement and the general 
community. One such example is the problem posed by 
toxic materials and industrial waste and the need for con­
trols in and beyond the workplace. 

The decline of Friends of the Earth as a campaigning 
force has meant that urban issues have been taken off the 
green map, despite the fact that Australia is highly ur­
banised and people's daily lives arc filled more with con­
frontation with industrial hazards than contact with the 

bush. It is astonishing that, despite clear indications that is­
sues such as pollution are by far the most popular env~ron­
mental issues - for all age groups and across Australia -
the environment movement continues to disregard this 
area.5 Its great disinterest not only betrays its extremely n~­
row middle-class bias, but also works greatly to the detri­
ment of the movement overall. 

Playing Parliamentary Politics 

Links between the environment movement and existing 
political parties have traditionally been fraught with diffic.ul­
ties, as environment groups are diverse in their coll~uve 
social make-up. It has been argued that the movemc~t 1s. not 
amenable to political direction and specific organ1sat10ns 
would lose members if they chose this path; that any formal 
alliance to the Democrats or the ALP would compromise 
the movement overall and lead to political retribution when 
an alternative government is elected. It is time to re-ex­
amine this problem in the light of the converging bc~aviour 
of the two major parties and the 11 July Federal elecuon. 

Successful parliamentary political action depends on a 
strong movement and campaigns. No party will act without 
a clear indication of popular support for a policy. It is e­
qually important to recognise that the parlian1cntary sphere 
is not the only, or necessarily the most important,forumfor 
political or economic decision making. Accordingly, the en­
vironment movement should not be trapped into overem­
phasising this arena and should retain a strong commitment 
to public campaigning and education, as well as to exten­
sive lobbying. 

Bearing these points in mind, careful consideration 
should be given - in the aftermath of the election now 
looming - to the range of approaches which can be 
developed for parliamentary action in the longer term. 

These considerations should include: 
" an ongoing campaign to influence the presclcction of fu­

ture candidates of other parties at local, State and Federal 
levels of government, according to a coherent and wcll­
defined program of progressi vc policies; 

" for this new political formation to stand its own can­
didates on the basis of such a program, especially in 
Senate elections. 
In this broader context, it would be valuable for the 

movement to articulate detailed national and State-level 
policies (on economic development e.g. in the timber in­
dustry, agricultural production, chemicals, etc.). It is 
when the environment movement, along with other progres­
sive social movements, have shown that they have a com­
prehensive alternati\re to the policies offered to the 
parties, that they will begin to have commensurate influence 
on the parliamentary process. 

Internationalising the environment movement 

The Australian environment movement is breathtakingly in­
sular. Like other parts of Australian culture, we retain a First 
World perspective, blinkered by our Eurocentric colonial 
and racist heritage. There is an urgent need to extend en­
vironmental analysis and debate beyond local and national 
boundaries. We pay too much lip service but no attention to 
the invocation to 'think globally, act locally'. Our interna-
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tional links are recognised in relation to other issues. 
Nuclear disarmament is now seen as an Asia-Pacific 
regional, rather than national, problem - dealing with the 
location of military bases; the uranium industry; nuclear­
armed warships and testing of weapons throughout the en­
tire Pacific Rim region. 

The environment movement's ignorance of Australia's in­
tegral role in the Asia-Pacific Rim region and developments 
affecting this region divorces us from reality. It also leaves 
us with nothing to say to those critics from the region's 
developing countries who look to the hyperexploitation ~f 
their own resources to redress the imbalance between their 
economies and ours. 

The causes of environmental degradation in many cases 
transcend State and national boundaries. For example, the 
impact of mining, woodchipping, timber and paper demand 
and consumption all make better sense when viewed in the 
context of the economies of the Pacific region and the 
demands of the international corporations controlling them. 
The problem of rainforest clearance in West Papua, or 
Sulawesi, or the Solomon Islands are linked to Australia's 
regional economic role. Equally, forest preservation in East 
Gippsland can only be clearly understood if analysed in the 
context of local, Japanese and New Zealand timber markets. 

The environment movement should follow the example 
of non-government agencies in other fields in establishing 
close working relations with groups in the Asia-Pacific 
region in cooperation with the community aid sector. Con­
tact with and assistance for groups in Pacific countries, such 
as Nauru, Malaysia and Indonesia - and regular liaison 
with our counterparts in Japan and America - should be 
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regarded as a high priority. Again, we see the importance of 
a comprehensive alternative economic policy to enable a 
regionally coherent environmental policy. 
Policy 

It is hard to speak of the environment movement at present, 
except in generalities. If it is to develop its own cohesive­
ness, and forge alliances of mutual benefit with other 
movements, it will need to consider ways of developing 
unity within its own diversity. 

The need to collectively develop coherent policies as a 
platform at State, national and international level and as a 
basis for specific campaigns is only now being recognised. 
This process has begun to occur in relation to the timber in­
dustry but needs to be initiated in other areas such as 
transport, housing, energy, industrial wastes/chemicals, 
animal rights. 

These basic agreements of policy are vital to the creation 
of any cohesive social movement and this will develop the 
movement's longer-term strategic sense, enabling it to move 
beyond the current situation where greenie groups are in 
danger of contradicting each other and all are being 
shepherded along by the Government as they languish in 
their mutual confusion. 

An immediate advantage of such an approach would be 
its clear indication of the breadth and diversity of support 
for fundamental principles, aims and goals. Through this 
support would come greater political strength for those in­
dividual, often small groups which pursue a particular issue 
within the scope of a widely endorsed policy, and it would 
be a basis for agreements with other movements. 

This may seem an impossibly large, and organisationally 
unmanageable task. Two things should be considered here. 

First, the environment movement- through its State 
and national organisations - could set up a formal process 
by which such policies can be established. The ACF and the 
State Conservation Councils are well placed to pursue the 
wide-ranging consultations required. 

Second, a process could be established to make construc­
tive contact with other formal organisations, for instance aid 
and Third World 'development' agencies, the Land Rights 
movement, and especially the labour movement at State 
level in a number of industry areas (transport, chemical, 
energy, timber). 

Research 

There is a great deal of duplication of research between 
groups and a need for additional work on topics which 
extend the present parameters of the environment move­
ment's focus. 

One minor means for resolving the problem would be a 
computerised national research register, which would in­
clude a listing of completed projects, current projects, and 
of workers in each field. The environment movement is 
regularly accused of displaying a disregard for the social 
and economic consequences of its various proposals. It 
would therefore also be handy to have on record the now 
growing body of research and other material which has 
developed over the past decades. 

More importantly, there is a need for active coordination 
of research people, resources and projects between States. 

While this is beginning to occur-,~ .tin forest-rela~ed 
projects are a good example - many issues are still be:ng 
tackled in isolation. The interrelated research and policy 
areas which require attention mclude: 

flora and fauna conservation 
0 conservation of the natural environment (forests, 

<<.U<U0\.,UIJ'v0 etc.) 
0 resource management (including oil, mineral, forest) 

environmental education 
transport 
urbai, and conservation of the built en-

0 energy 
industrial management 

0 toxic and hazardous chemicals. 
It us to set up an independent environmental 

- similar to those existing in the 
credible and serious research could be done 

to the movement at large. This would be 
in intention and autonomy to the Peace 

Research Centre established in Canberra. 
The movement should establish Conservation Registers 

at the State National levels to record the achievements 
and of Government authorities at all levels through 

based on the movement's grassroots 
This would provide a comprehensive cata-

information from which to assess and publicly 
the performance of particular governments -

elections. The movement should also es­
of the Environment' reporting sys­

done by the non-government organisations 
India and elsewhere. This would be invaluable 

over government inaction and will assist in 
'Environment Reporting' procedures up to 

and orientation. 

One of the grea.t strengths of the environment movement is 
its through the myriad small and locally based 
groups community networks and close attention 
to This is enormously cumbersome, how-
ever, and sometimes counterproductive in its myopia. It 
seems to me perhaps in contrast to the 1960s and 

environment movement is fragmenting and 
holistic and radical ecological critique as em-

bodied alternative transport and energy strategies of that 

groups. 

Loss of vision is profoundly disorienting. It also in­
irrational territorialism which exists between 

tendency among the large national and 
groups towards an elitism in their for­
and strategies which has repercussions 

as a whole. And all are vying for a limited 

solution to the problems outlined here. 
that the State coalition bodies - the 

Conservation Councils - are best placed to provide a 
va,ct-c".1"'l,U. democratic focus for the movement at State 

that here, too, there are regional 
in many cases these bodies desperately 

to better reflect rural and urban/industrial 

concerns as well as green issues, if they are to fulfil their 
representative role. 

Grassroots groups need to be taken more seriously. The 
most effective resistance against the financial and media 
power of industry rests in popular support. This has, it 
seems to me, been ignored by the environment movement in 
recent times - again, at its peril. The environment move­
ment is at times as undemocratic and moribund as the or­
ganisation., and parties it would criticise. There is a 
desperate need to draw in members from urban and rural 
communities and to give them a voice. 

The problem of organisational demarcation is pressing. 
Different bodies - such as the ACF and the Wilderness 
Society - are assuming mantles which have not been 
properly allocated them. 

The role of the ACF, at the national level, is vital, produc­
tive and should be developed. However, the issues of 
Federal relations - between national, State and local 
groups, democratic control, policy formulation and cam­
paigning needs to be clarified. 

Greater formal representation of State Conservation 
Councils on the ACF could resolve some of these structur11l 
difficulties, especially if the ACF is to increase its respon­
sibility as a coordinating body at the national level. (This 
does not mean being the peak national forum for the en­
vironment movement, as I don't believe that the ACF, or 
any other group, can presently act as such.) The dangers of 
bureaucratic inertia are ever present in such an approach. 

Many other problems remain beyond the scope of this ar­
ticle. The environment movement's generally (uncritical?) 
reliance on the State's legislative and regulatory processes 
occasionally lead it into some unnecessary and fruitless 
negotiations. The State's relationship to capital remains un­
examined in the main, as does the political dynamic of 
policy formulation by Governments, and parties both in and 
out of power. What sort of legislative reforms arc required 
to secure environmental guarantees in the institutional 
frameworks of government? What sort of positions, 
strengths and skills are needed for effective bargaining or 
political clout? 

The need for a unified environment movement, with 
strong links witl1 other progressive social movements and a 
clear political strategy to counter the conservative influence 
of government, union and industry policies, is becoming 
more urgent. So too is a comprehensive political movement 
with the credibility and the intellectual and physical 
resources to tackle the larger national and Asia-Pacific 
regional issues which are swamped in the minutia of 
localised concerns. 

Notes 

1. Bulletin, 24 February 1987, p32. 
2. W. McCormick, GovemmenJ Funding for Environment and 

Conservation in NSW. Victoria and Australia, 1970-1986, Table 
3, Parliamentary Library Legislative Research Service, 1987. 

3. Australian Financial Review, 3 November 1986. 
4. The Victorian Ministry for Conservation, Forests and Lands' 

Forest Education Service, produced in co-operation with the 
Forest Industries Advisory Council, is one example. 

5. Environmental Issues and Usage of National Parks, Australia, 
Tables 2 and 3, Australian Bureau of Statistics, Cat. 4115.0, 
April 1986. 
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The Journey is a fourteen and a 
half hour film directed by Peter 
Watkins which had its Australian 
premiere in June 1987. 

Reviewed by Richard Tanter. 

How can I tell you about The Journey, 
Peter Watkins' new film about the world 
and nuclear war? It's not easy, even 
though it's an extraordinary film, and 
the most important project I've ever 
been associated with. I can tell you the 
facts easily. The Journey is mainly 
about a dozen families in ten different 
countries. It's about their views and 

not those of experts. It opens 
all the issues of power and emotion 

to nuclear war, rather than clos-
them down. It was made by Watkins 

support groups around the world 
and financed by community support I 
can tell you that it's fourteen and a half 
hours long, and is to be viewed in a 
number of parts with plenty of time for 
breaks and discussion. 

But that doesn't really tell you why 
The Journey is so extraordinary, why it 
is has had such a powerful effect even 
on those who were involved in making 
it over such a long time. Those facts 
don't tell you why it will be even more 
important to the peace movement 
around the world than Peter's 1966 Os­
car-award winning documentary, The 
War Game. 

The Journey is not like any other 
film - but then neither is its subject 
like anything else. Peter has achieved 
what he set out to do, almost alone, and 
with great courage, five years ago. On 
The Journey there are no stars, no 
knowledgable experts. We hear the 
voices of families, ordinary people, in 
Scotland, the Soviet Union, Norway, 
Mexico, Tahiti, Germany, Mozambique, 
the United States, Japan, and Australia. 
While the film gives an enormous 
amount of detail about the global sys­
tem of preparations for nuclear war, it is 
the voices of this dozen or so families 
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that we really hear. 
We hear them in a dozen languages 

voicing their fears, their discoveries, 
their hopes - and their anger about the 
silencing of their voices by the media 
and information systems that stand bet­
ween us and the truth. I don't think I 
can ever look at television news in the 
same way again. 

The Journey is very powerful emo­
tionally, but not in a manipulative way. 
Whereas most films and television flick 
the viewer from one image to another 
every few seconds, leaving our brains 
far behind, The Journey moves slowly, 
allowing silence, time to think about 
what we have heard, time for people to 
say what they really feel, however 
awkward. To give us more space and to 
make the point about the need for that 
space, Watkins sometimes fills the 
screen with black, like looking up from 
a book you are reading. 

The Journey is many journeys. For 
five years, Peter criss-crossed the world 
to make a film his professional col­
leagues said could not be made. In that 
time, a global network of community 
support groups sprang up, raised money, 
helped with research and production 
and, now, with distribution. It's the 
journey of the White Train delivering 
nuclear warheads across the US to the 
Trident base in Bangor. It's the journey 
made by the people who speak of their 
lives in the film. It's the journey we 
make in watching and talking about this 
film and this part of our lives. It's about 
the journey we have only just begun if 
we are to remake the world before it is 
taken from us. 

In Australia, many organisations sup­
ported the film - especially Friends of 
the Earth, PND Victoria, Actors for 
Nuclear Disarmament and the 
Australian Film Commission. On 
Peter's behalf, thank you. And to the 
thousands more who gave their own 
money and resources to fund the 
Australian and Tahitian filming, more 
gratitude still. Without that Australian 
and New Zealand support the film 
would probably not have been made. 

Each step in the making of this film 
has involved hard learning, political 

choices and political struggles. Distribu­
tion will be no exception. Distribution 
will begin in the months to come -
briefly at the Melbourne and Sydney 
Film Festivals, and then in commercial 
cinema release around midyear, and af­
ter that, community organisation 
release, educational video and televi­
sion. In Melbourne, The Journey will 
have its commercial cinema release at 
the State Film Centre in a three week 
season starting on 6 August. We have 
only just begun to work with the film, to 
discover its possibilities. Like The War 
Game before it, The Journey will be 
seen more in community meeting rooms 
than downtown glitter palaces. Above 
all, it will be seen where people can talk 
about it 

Now we have The Journey, we have 
to find out how to use it, and to expand 
our ways of inventing the world that 
could be. 

CONTACT: Watkins Australian Film 
Foundation, 7 Victor Rd, Glen Iris, Vic­
toria, 3146. 

Richard Tanter works at Monash 
University and assisted in the produc­
tion of The Journey. 
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A Spy's Revenge by Richard V. Hall, 
Penguin Books, Melbourne, 1987, 
193pp, $7.95 

Reviewed by Justin Moore 

I read this book in less then 24 hours 
which speaks well for its readability as 
well as for the fascination of real life 
spy stories. It deals with the court case 
in the equity division of the NSW 
Supreme Court, The Queen vs 
Heinemann Publishers and another of 
1986-87. The 'other' is Peter Wright, an 
ex MIS agent, and at issue is the publi­
cation of his memiors entitled 
Spycatcher which the British Govern­
ment wished to prevent. 

The journalistic style of A Spy's 
Revenge is very accessible and the 
character studies in it are factual, human 
and fairly astute. The cast includes 
Margaret Thatcher, Gough Whitlam, the 
late head of MIS Roger Hollis, a num­
ber of Fleet Street journalists, a recent 
incarnation of Rasputin in the form of a 

Russian defector named Golotsin, the 
English Lords Trent and Rothschild, the 
double agents Philby, Blunt, etc., plus a 
host of other security agents, double 
agents and defectors, several other ex­
directors of MIS, the leading British 
civil servant Sir Robert Armstrong, a 
judge, an eloquent lawyer and others 
with improbable names like James Jesus 
Angleton. It is fortunate that the charac­
ters are well drawn for the story that un­
folds is murky and tangled in the ex­
treme. 

The first section, titled 'Peter Wright 
vs The Rest, deals with the world of 
British secret service acti­
vity from the end of World War II to the 
late sixties. In this time Wright cut a 
rather McCarthyish figure and we see 
that, politically speakng, the conflict is 
between tendencies within the extreme 
right. It is a potted history of post-war 
anti-communism and Soviet infiltration 
of British security forces and so con­
tains more names than one can really 
follow but is intriguing nonetheless. 
The synchronistic parrallels between the 
initials of MIS directors and Australian 
Prime Ministers; Dick Goldsmith White 
(Gough Whitlam), Micheal Furnivale­
Jones (Malcolm Fraser) and Roger Hol­
lis (Robert Hawke), should give 
coincidence philosophers ample 
material for contemplation. 

The second section, Sir Robert's Or­
deal, focuses on the cross examination 
of Sir Robert Armstrong, advisor to the 
British Government on security matters. 
A product of the English ruling class, it 
is flattering for the 
Australian ego to see him outwitted by 
an Australian solicitor, Michael 
Turnball. These two engage in an inter­
esting and scholarly exchange. Both are 
Oxford graduates so the real dispute 
between them is often couched in clas­
sical allusion and cunning. Hall presents 
it in almost gladatorial language but 
tends to deflate Armstrong from the out­
set. My sympathies, initially with 
Turnball as champion of freedom of the 
press, changed to a detachment from 
both parties when the lawyer called up 
Arius, a fourth century theologian, as an 
authority. The Arian strain of European 

culture is something I, for one, would 
rather avoid. 

Hall educates as he writes, explaining 
many details of the nature of equity 
procedings and the NSW legal system 
and he does a fair job of relating fine 
points of law to the real issues thus 
keeping some clear meaning in what is, 
for the lay reader, an otherwise obscure 
dispute. Towards the middle of the 
cross-examination, however, the hyper­
bola of legal argument seems to escape 
his understanding, or at.least his expres­
sion. In the end, Sir Robert Armstrong 
came out much the worse for wear, bot.111 
in court and in Hall's book and on his 
return to England pleaded 'anti-British 
sentiment'. It seems home ground ad­
vantage is a sporting wisdom unknown 
to bureaucrats. 

The final section deals with the 
judgment given on 13 March 1987 by 
Mr Justice Phillip Ernest Powell who 
presided over the entire procedings. It is 
brief. 

The book still left me wondering 
what the issue is all about. Perhaps 
Peter Wright's book will one day en­
lighten us. It seems that Wright's prin­
ciple assertion is that British intel­
ligence was and potentially is 
riddled with KGB operatives and sym­
pathisers. This is high security stuff but 
it is difficult to see how his assertions 
would carry anything more than hys­
terical weight given his paranoiac back­
ground and the authority of the opinions 
weighted against him. This being so, 
why (as the cover blurb asks) is the 
British Government so keen to suppress 
his memoirs? We can only speculate, 
and I shall. 

. If Wright knows and is telling the 
'truth, the only logical conclusion is that 
Anglo-Soviet overtures are taking place 
at the very top level of British es­
tablishment and those involved would 
rather let this fact remain covert. The 
cover up, if it is a cover up, already in­
cludes a Director-General of MIS and 
Lord Trent. It does sound like a 
paronoid fantasy but this does not mean 
that it is untrue. 

Anyone familiar with The Hitch­
hikers Guide to the Galaxy will know 
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that there are at least two ways for 
something to go unnoticed. One is be­
cause it is too small, the other is be­
cause it is too big - our field of vision 
does not extend to its edges. Perhaps 
this affair takes the form of the latter. 
Peter Wright's seeking of this fifteen 
thousand mile perspective in Tasmania 
makes sense in these terms. 

But how could this liaison come 
about? What would bring the conserva­
tive British establishment to secretly 
befriend the world's most developed 
communist nation, on the face of it, 
their worst enemy? 

Perhaps Britain's sense of sympathy 
with Russia as each fought imperillled 
at the borders of the Third Reich plan­
ted something deep, lasting and 
mistrustful of America in the :Sritish es­
tablishment's outlook. Perhaps the be­
haviour of the US during the Falkland 
Islands conflict has reawakened this at­
titude and the British Lion, despite 
language and ideology, is casting it's 
eye around for a geographically closer 
or more stalwart ally. 

On a more cynical note, perhaps the 
'establishment' would not want to be 
cleansed totally of Soviet leanings lest 
they on their small island be taken for 
granted by their trans-Atlantic offspr­
ing. But this would be a hazardous ex­
ercise in doublethink and would not 
really account for the vigour shown in 
trying to repress Wright's book. 

A Spy's Revenge is interesting as a 
herald to, and perspective on, Spy­
catcher though the latter sounds like it 
will be turgid and doughy reading. 
Australian interest will focus on the 
light it will shed on the allegiances, 
orientation and connections of ASIO, 
for ASIO was formed under the instruc­
tion of MIS during the time Wright 
deals with. 

A Spy's Revenge is an informative 
book on a topical subject and well 
worth a read. 

Justin Moore is a FOE activist. 
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The Poisoned Womb by John 
Elkington, Pelican Books, Melbourne 
1986, 255pp, $11.95 

Reviewed by Chris Sanderson. 

If you want the truth-I know I 
presume - you must look into the 
technology of these matters. Even 
into the hearts of certain 
molecules-it is after all they which 
dictate temperatures, pressures, rates 
of flow, costs, profits, the shapes of 
towers ... 

You must ask two questions. First, 
what is the real nature of synthesis? 
And then: What is the real nature of 
control? 

Thomas Pynchon, Gravity's Rainbow 

These are some of the questions not 
answered by John Elkington in his book 
The Poisoned Womb which is a very 
good book nonetheless. Elkington 
describes the vulnerable foetus floating 
in its already polluted world. The as­
sault on every stage of our reproductive 
process. He tells the stories behind the 
science and weighs it all up judiciously, 
readably, skillfully. The conclusion 
no surprises here - is that we have 
been, are being, contaminated by our 
own marvellous products, so that each 
of us probably has our own chemical 
signature, telling our history like tree 
rings or carbon dating. A few parts per 
billion of PCBs, of DDT, of dioxin. 
Lead in the bones. Arsenic in the hair. A 
walking chemical cocktail - but t~e 
recipe for what? 

Many of us who are environmentally 
inclined are at some time painfully 
focused on this sense of contamination. 
We know, and if we don't know we 
suspect, what all those chemicals are 
going to do to us. They are violent 
molecules which hide in our bodies like 
patient terrorists until the time is right. 
We are being invaded, and the war is in 
our own cells - we cannot trust 
science, or industry, or government to 
protect us or inform us. So, a first point 
about The Poisoned Womb. I am con­
vinced that paranoia is a fundamentally 
unhealthy state. I therefore do not 
recommend this book to intending, im­
minent or recent parents. Not because 
all of us shouldn't know about these is­
sues, but because I'm not sure of how 
much knowledge we can bear at such 
points in our lives. What, after all, can 
we do-about PCBs in breastmilk? 

This intense level of anxiety is the 
flip side of this technocrap century. It is 
an environmentalist truism that the 
global addiction to plastics and poisons 
is apparently insatiable. These arc the 
essence of the new, the modern, of our 
everyday throwaway lifestyle. We have 
become involved in an escalating 
junkie/dealer relationship with the 
chemicals industries. in which we lie to 
ourselves about how much we use, how 
much we need it, how much it is costing 
us and what its effects are. We only 
notice the extremes. As environmen­
talists we must face the truth that very 
nasty chemicals are absolutely 
everywhere, and arc essential to the 
world as is. Think about the technology 
that printed and delivered your Chain 
Reaction for example ... there arc no 
manifestoes or laws which will rid us 
quickly of what we have already stock­
piled, or pull the plug out of the great 
machine. First we need to fathom this 
addiction. 

Like many, I have been reflecting on 
our chemical dependence, and on our 
paradoxical fear of chemicals. This 
anxiety, most often focused on cancer, 
is very widespread indeed. I have been 
wondering about how much of our 
anxiety is a function of our ever-im­
proving skills at measuring and 
ing chemicals and our increasing but 
always partial knowledge of their ef­
fects. Panic is perhaps inevitable when 
confronted with the information that 
hazardous substances arc so ubiquitous, 
albeit often in minisculc quantities. Like 
parts per million, billion or even quad­
rillion. It is not so long since we made 
the same kind of discovery about 
germs - first that they were respon­
sible for killer infectious diseases, and 
then as our microscopic and staining 
techniques were refined, we were faced 
with the fact that the little grccblics 
were everywhere. Are 

Perhaps this fact is one we have not 
come to terms with yet. If so, it may be 
materially connected with of our 
chemicals addiction. The passion for 
cleanliness, disinfection, deodorisation 
and polish is closely connected to 
powerful ideas about dirt and germs. 
Our adverse reaction to these is one of 
the more profitable inroads that the 
chemical cartel has made into the 
human psyche. So, with their assistance, 
we can and do make war on bugs of 
every kind, we arc murderous in our at­
titudes to insects and dismayed at any 

sign of spoilage in food. We need the 
molecule-makers to help us attain those 
pest-free dream homes which gleam 
whitely and eternally like all mothers' 
teeth in the ads. No smell in those 
houses that doesn't come out of a can. 

I think we would like to extricate 
ourselves from our ecosystem, the thriv­
ing, buzzing world of creatures with 
whom we must share our food in one 
way or another and within which we too 
end up as food for something. We would 
rather live in the controlled chemical 

we create for ourselves and 
at every opportunity. We create 

molecules of such monstrous per-
' mancncc that they will resist all kinds of 

death and cycle almost endlessly 
through the biological chain. But our 
science cannot confidently predict all 
the hidden potentials of these 
chemicals, though it can design millions 
of new ones that's the easy part. To 
help us understand the true but secret 
nature of a new molecule, any other 
species on the planet can be pressed into 
service. So in, our laboratories people 
design tiny, tcclmologically perfect gas 
chambers for mice. The animals will 
experience our diseases for us. This, at 
least, is what we hope. 

Thomas Pynchon writes in the novel 
Gravity's Rainbow of the discovery of 
the structure of benzene and the pos­
sibility of synthesising new 'organic' 
molecules which follow from it, as a 
kind of parable for original sin in 
science. It involves one Kekule, the 
German chemist who first worked out 
that benzene was shaped like a ring af­
ter a particular dream: 

Kekule Great Serpent holding its own tail 
in its mouth, the dreaming Serpent which 
surrounds the World. But the meanness, 
the cynicism with which this dream is to 
be used. The Serpent that announces 'The 
World is a closed ring, cyclical, resonant, 
eternally-returning,' is to be delivered into 

whose only aim is to violate the 
Taking and not giving back, 

demanding that 'productivity' and 
'earnings' keep on increasing with time, 
Lhe System removing from the rest of the 
World these vast quantities of energy to 
keep its own desperate fraction showing a 
profit: and not only most of humanity­
most of the World, animal, vegetable, 
mineral, is laid waste in the process ... 
No return, no salvation, no Cycle - that's 

not what They, nor their brilliant employee 
Kekule have taken the Serpent to mean. No, 
what the Serpent means is - how's this -
that the six carbon atoms of benzene are in 

fact curled around into a closed ring, just I 
like that snake with its tail in its mouth. Get 

it? I 
The question this article started with I 

was 'What is the real nature of syn­
thesis?' This must partly be a question I 
a~ut science and its possibilities. If I 
science has become a necessary gear in 
the technological machine and 
knowledge a commodity in which to in-1 
vest, then is science capable of seeing 
the Great Serpent as anything other than 
a six-atom carbon ring to be broken and 
rebuilt into whatever new molecule a 
market can be found for? The implica­
tion of such thoughts is that science 1s a I 
very particular tool which is only 
capable of giving particular answers. It 
is a tool for increasing our control of the 
world, and that is its fundamental 
premise. In doing science we identify 
ourselves as outside biological cycles, 
not part of the chain, more important 
than other forms of life. 

The Poisoned Womb might itself have 
been a parable of the problems of 
science. Yet the idea of science (or the 
possibilities for a different kind of 
science) are basically unexamined by 
Elkington, although he deals with its 
findings cautiously and ambivalently. 
Toxicology testing provides a fascinat­
ing instance of science's difficulty in 
dealing with any problem in its whole­
ness - the enormous complexity of 
deducing what a single chemical may 
do to a biological system like a cell or 
organism is still a problem to be solved. 
The issue of how a cocktail of 
chemicals will behave over time, and 
even more dauntingly, within the 
biological fabric of an ecosystem, is 
something we are only beginning to 
come to grips with. So as an environ­
mentalist, is it worth knowing in as 
much detail as one can cope with how 
the evidence about chemicals is actually 
assembled and the frilliness of the test­
ing processes? I think the answer is yes 
because of the political usefulness of 
being aware of the limits of our 
knowledge. And if you want to, then 
this is an extremely good book to read. 
But if you also wonder about the real 
nature of synthesis, and of control, tren 
you might try Gravity's Rainbow, al­
though that's by no means light reading 
either. 

Chris Sanderson is a Chain Reaction 
subscriber. 
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rnmg t e av 
and Brendon Quayle, Collins 
Reviewed by Anna-Marie Dell'oso 
By a quirk of environmental fate, I met 
David Bellamy, the naturalist, as he was 
being escorted from a police holding 
cell in Queenstown, Tasmania, in the 
summer of 1982-83. 

It may as well have been winter. The 
south-west was squalling with rain and 
the white winds that buffeted my tent at 
nights were blowing from the Antarctic. 
I drove into Queenstown, cold and 
hungry. Rain spat into my eyes as I ran 
out of the car to pick up a quick hot 
chocolate and a toasted sandwich before 
driving on to the little fishing village of 
Strahan, headquarters of the Tasmanian 
Wilderness Society that had been in the 
national headlines nearly every day that 
summer. 

I had spent the last week working as 
a legal aide to the protesters of the 
Franklin River campaign. The work 
consisted of journeys twice a day from 
Strahan to Queenstown, to counsel the 
batches of freshly arrested protesters 
about to appear before the magistrate in 
the Queenstown court. I was not a 
lawyer but my experience in Hobart's 
Risdon Jail (for lying under a bulldozer) 
made me useful to both the lawyers and 
the arrested greenies anxious to get 
messages to their families or have their 
backpacks stored. 

The week inside Risdon, combined 
with the difficult camping conditions, 
had also made me peckish for hot 
chocolate and toasted sandwiches. I 
parked my car in the rain and locked it. 
I rammed a beanie hat over my city 
punk haircut and pulled on a pair of mit­
tens. In my haste, however, I had forgot 
to remove my 'No Dams' badge from 
my japara. 

It was a mistake that could have been 
dangerous. The women behind the 
counter folded her arms, 'Go back to 
the mainland, yer bloody filthy 
greenie - garn, get lost. We don't want 
yo use bastards here.' The Wilderness 
Society's warnings rang in my ears. All 
the Franklin protesters had been 
repeatedly told: don't hang around 
Queenstown, don't provoke or be 
provoked by the natives, do your chores 
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in pairs and get out fast. 
Yet somehow, I found it difficult to 

get used to the idea that I was risking 
my safety buying a toasted sandwich on 
my own in a remote Tasmanian town. 

I walked nervously out of the 
milkbar. Suddenly a group of people 
burst out of a building and began run­
ning backwards down the street. 
Cameras were perched on shoulders and 
microphones, leads and lights waved in 
hands. A group of beanie hats followed, 
wolf whistling and. clapping, shouting 
'David - hey David - Good on yer 
David' 

I got a glimpse of a burly red­
cheeked man in a thick woollen jumper 
being hustled between police. Bearded 
and jolly he waved to the cameras and 
shouted answers to the reporters as he 
was bundled down a backstreet and into 
the Queenstown court. 

Insiqe the court foyer, loyal suppor­
ters of David Bellamy paced the floor, 
as there were too many of us to sit in 
court. Bellamy was soon released on a 
good behaviour bond. The British 
naturalist, well-known for his television 
programs and botanical best-sellers, had 
flown in for the Franklin fight, giving it 
international publicity. 

David Bellamy's latest adventure is 
to have teamed with Brendon Qualye, 
an anthropologist and journalist, to 
write a hard-hitting television series on 
our global future. The original scripts 
were written for Tyne Tees TV in 
Britain. 

Turning the Tide, the book of the 
series, is now available to Australian 
readers. Subtitled 'Exploring options for 
life on earth', the book is an absorbing 
and p"'5sionate appraisal of where our 
planet is heading. Although it can't be 
denied particularly post-Cher-
nobyl that a good deal of the globe 
seems to be out of control and careering 
towards disaster, Bellamy and Quayle 
are not doom-and-gloom merchants. In 
the middle of even the most terrifying 
chapters they present a blueprint for 
hope. 

In a chapter entitled 'Feeding the 
World', they present their philosophy: 
'From small healthy acorns, tall strong 
powerful oaks grow. So maybe there is 
a chance that the global garden can be­
come green ... Think globally, act lo­
cally.' 

David Bellamy and Brendon Quayle 
seem to represent the scientifically well­
informed nghting spirit of the New 

Ecologists, who embrace a range of ac­
tivities from political parties such as the 
West German Greens, to Greenpeace 
and the Rudolf Steiner bio-dynamic 
methods of farming, an holistic and 
commercially viable method that is 
producing pure foodstuffs, fruit and 
vegetables to an ever-increasing market. 

Not that the authors spare us any of 
the genuinely terrifying facts of 
humanity's global overspendini­
mostly in the form of nuclear weapons, 
the consumption of non-renewable fuels 
and minerals, the bizarre economics of 
food-growing and food-dumping and 
the exploitation of a debt-ridden Third 
World. The desire to make a fast 
buck - a philosophy that has under­
pinned Western societies for so long 
that we have come to believe it is 
genetic to human nature - has not al­
ways motivated us, nor has it motivated 
many of societies that have lived in a 
balanced relationship with the earth. 

For the tribal societies of the Old World, 
(environmentalism) was a fundamental 
fact of life. To survive and prosper, you 
had to conserve resources, respect and 
preserve the environment in which you 
lived ... There was no separation bet­
ween culture and nature, between the 
lives of men and the natural world around 
them. 
Bellamy and Quayle are neither Lud­

dites nor romantic hippies. They know 
the clock cannot be turned back and that 
not all modem knowledge is the work 
of the devil. Rather, they argue that to 
save ourselves and our planet, we must 
learn from what we have so thought­
lessly discarded from the past, be it en­
tire tribes of peoples or methods of 
animal husbandry. 

The arrogance of modern economic­
scientific ethics that believes that the 
human race is above all limits of nature 
and that the planet is an Aladdin's cave 
to be plundered at will, is incurring an 
awesome backlash from that natural 
world, not only in terms of pollution, 
wars and a growing nuclear arsenal, but 
an increasingly unhappy human race. 
The great cities of the First World are 
daily under siege by inexplicable 
crimes, pathological behaviour and 
vandalism. 

To survive, and indeed to live well as 
human animals. we need to alter our at­
titudes and shift our priorities. Are we 
,1ow in a mood to realise that not all 
knowledge is necessarily wisdom? After 
the sinking of the Rainbow Warrior, the 
rapid disappearance of the great forests 

of South America, the indiscriminate 
damming of rivers all over the world 
and the eerie quiet following the after­
effects of radioactive fallout from Cher­
nobyl, people in the less naive 1980s 
are more ready to call for the environ­
ment bill than they Looked at in total, 
the debt seems already to much to pay. 
Yet Bellamy and Quayle believe that we 
can reduce our debt in small but increas­
ing installments. 

The authors then point to such 
remarkable small-scale experiments as 
Benwell Pond. In the middle of in­
dustrial in England, shrewd 

changed a vandalised 
housing estate into a 

and less aggressive community. 
the help of conservation 

local youngsters created a 
and nature park on the frin­

the Benwell housing estate, 
range of habitats for native 

animals and plants. Soon the 
kestrels and house mar­

tins - birds that had not been seen in 
that part of for generations -
returned. Better still was the effect on 
the giving children space 
and adults peace, reducing vandalism 
and hope where before 
there wilderness of derelict 
property and soul-less housing 

mainly British, including a biodynamic 
farming community called Botton Vil­
lage, which has sprung offshoots all 
over the world. Bellamy and Quayle 
explore the possibilities of clean forms 
of energy, using technologies that trap 
the power of sun, wind, wave and tide. 
The wind farms with cows grazing un­
der acres of silent spinning windmills, 
are the most fascinating. According to 
the authors, this power source is not just 
metaphoric hot wind. They say the 
Californian Energy Commission has set 
'a modest target whereby the state wind 
farms are expected to catch enough 
wind by the year 2000 to provide over 
10 per cent of the state's energy demand 
... and it's a very demanding state.' 

I was excited to see a section on the 
Tasmanian Wilderness Society and the 
struggle of that summer. The book 
devotes an entire chapter, 'Damming 
the Future', to the shaky economics and 
disastrous ecology of damming. Clearly 
David Bellamy was much affected by 
the large area of unique Australian tem­
perate rainforest that was so nearly 
drowned for only a mere 180 megawatts 
of electricity at an extraordinary cost of 
$8 million per megawatt - almost 
eight times the cost of many other 
hydro-electric schemes. 

Turning the Tide is designed as a 
television series and it is not surprising 
that the book reflects a tight dramatic 

structure that is highly imaginative. It 
makes the reader itch to see it on televi­
sion. Devices such as taking trips into 
the English countryside and flying 
around the world to illustrate ecological 
points are intensely visual. They make a 
good read but an even better night5 
viewing, despite the facts about ow 
world that are deeply worrying. 

The book's great advantage over film 
is that it remains available as a tremen­
dous reference tool, being an environ­
mental encyclopedia, a history book, a 
blueprint for the future and a greenie's 
bible all in one. The authors' 
humanitarian overview, their clear intel­
ligence and urgent honesty make it per­
haps the most important of the popular 
and accessible works on ecology since 
Rachel Carson's Silent SP.ring. 

Yet the academic pigeonhole of 
'ecology' is ultimately too small for 
Bellamy and Quayle's book. Turning 
the Tide is a book for and about 
humanity. It speaks simply, directly and 
urgently to everyone on board 
Spaceship Earth, ending with a rallying 
message of hope, 'Change is in the air, 
the tide is turning ... we will break 
through the layers of our denials, put 
aside our faint-hearted excuses and rise 
up to cleanse the Earth .. .' 

is a journalist 



Backstage is the occasional page we put into each issue of Chain 
Reaction to tell readers what has been happening to the magazine, 
the Collective and other matters of interest, to us at least. 

We sometimes explain stylistic changes to the magazine, although we 
believe that the design developed over the years does not require 
much amendment. In this issue there have been two obvious changes -
Earth News and Letters are "ragged right", or as some would put it, 
"unjustified 11

, and Backstage looks as though it has been typed 
rather than set. We decided to make the small column widths ragged 
because this eliminates the odd gaps which occur when the columns 
are justified, and Backstage is being typed so we can leave it 
until the last minute. 

The other major change is that we have included a cartoon, the 
first of a series, and we hope you like it. 

This edition has been put together in what seems like more than 
the usual chaos, so the collective will be meeting to specifically 
streamline our production process. We can become more efficient, 
but we could also use extra help in all stages of the process of 
production. This is easier for Melbourne people to do, but visitors 
are welcome, even if only to give us some direct feedback and 
suggestions for future editions. And you might be able to take 
away a book to review. 

And while we're on feedback, thank you for the comments we've been 
receiving, both written and verbally, about recent editions of 
the magazine. It has been very encouraging, and we've started to 
get the feeling that we must be doing something right. We would 
still appreciate more, and criticisms are also useful (usually). 

There are a number of topics we want to cover in future editions, 
including: land degradation and soil erosion; children; the 
economy and the environment; as well as continuing coverage of 
the environmental issues that won't be dealt with anywhere else. 

We may also attempt t-0 address issues relating to the use of new 
technology, because as a magazine we are finding that we are using 
things like computers, fax machines, laser printers and so on, and 
even if we continue to do so, we would like do it in the knowledge 
of the benefits and problems associated. 

Meanwhile, keep sending material, preferably on computer disk, but 
paper is acceptable. Thank you to everyone who has worked towards 
making this possible - the fiftieth edition of Chain Reaction. 
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