




























































The last figure shows that, way into 1986, 
the Australian Government was 
suppo'rting the Marcos regime through 
the Defence Co-operation Program. 

In the 1987-88 Budget '[an] allocation 
has been made for training, professional 
exchanges, consultancy assistance, 
together with combined exercises and 
equipment based projects in ASEAN 
countries'. 

Aiding 'Our Men' 
The Australian presence in Asian 
countries is not limited to the Program. 
Australian aid is also designed to maintain 
friendship with governments which are 
friendly to our ally, the Reagan 
Administration. 

There is no government to government 
aid to desperately poor countries sue~ as 
Vietnam which is seen as too pro-Soviet. 
We may' sell to the Soviets and their 
friends, but we cannot assist those 
friends. Aid which is provided to some 
of the ASEAN countries is seen as 
supporting development strategies which 
do not necessarily assist the poor. Roads, 
bridges and electricity are often provided 

with an eye to aiding military programs. 
An example is the recently completed 
Australian-built highway system in the 
Philippine province of Zamboanga del 
Sur. While of debatable economic benefit 
to local villagers, this highway gives the 
Philippine Armed Forces greater access 
to it region where consolidated opposition 
forces exist and operate. 

In addition, the Australian 
Government uses aid as a sweetener for 
commercial deals. For instance, under the 
so-called Development Import Finance 
Facility (DIFF) plan an aid component 
may be added to a financial package 
supporting a commercial bid. BHP - the 
Big Australian - has received $All.6 
million of aid money as a DIFF sweetener 
for a commercial tender to establish a 
cement works in southern China. Such 
use of aid money - apart from the 
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obvious considerations - has a capacity 
to distort the development process as well 
as to distort international trade. 
Nevertheless, in the 1985-86 Budget, the 
DIFF allocation increased by 28 per cent 
to $Al6 million. 

Changing Direction 
Instead of allowing itself to be used to 
retain allegiance to the Reagan 
Administration by other Asian and South 
Pacific countries, Australia could help in 
the resolution of the North-South crisis. 
Alone it may not do much, but it may 
certainly begin by ceasing arms export 
trade with the Third World. Australia is 
not even economically dependent on such 
a trade. It could be stopped with very little 
disruption to the economy and without 
causing unemployment. 

Secondly, Australia could convert 
existing military production into the 
production of civilian goods. For 
instance, during times of low demand for 
government-produced military aircraft a 
factory has been used to produce bus 
bodies which require a similar 
construction process. Thirdly, Australia 

could help alleviate the detrimental effects 
of the arms trade by simply not trading 
in arms. Such a policy would mean that 
funds used at present for the Australian 
Defence Co-operation Program could be 
redirected into civilian programs for 
domestic and overseas economic aid. 
That would be just the beginning: ceasing 
to do harm. 

Converting swords into ploughshares 
may seem more difficult now that many 
countries have become dependent on 
arms production. Australia is not in that 
position; there is no. 'military 
Keynesianism' here. The~e 1s no-one to 
believe that the arms race 1s necessary to 
the economy. Conversion of military 
facilities is not the only form of 
conversion taking place. Every day 
conversion occurs throughout every 
economy, by changing production lines, 
closing a certain plant or mine: ~ough 
take-overs followed by asset stnppmg -
in all sorts of ways. If anything, military 
conversion should be easier because it 

will be centrally controlled rather than 
subject to the vagaries of private indu!;try. 

We need not be concerned about being 
original, establishing 'a first'. Indeed, we 
could not. In 1977 Sweden and the other 
Nordic countries proposed that the United 
Nations examine the relationship between 
disarmament and development. The UN 
General Assembly accepted this proposal 
at its first Special Session on 
Disarmament in 1978. In 1982 the General 
Assembly requested member states to 
take further steps on a national level to 
follow up the report prepared by a group 
of governmental experts in the years 
1978-81. A grand Swedish lady chaired 
that group: Mrs Inga Thorsson. In July 
1983 the Swedish Government authorised 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs to 
appoint a special expert to study certain 
aspects of the relationship between 
disarmament and development, and in 
September 1983 Mrs Thorsson was 
appointed. Her report In pursuit of 
Disarmament - Conversion from military 
to civil production in Sweden appeared a 
year later. 'Although some people will 
find the idea of preparing for 
disarmament futile and unrealistic', she 
wrote in the preface to her two volume 
report, 'I am still convinced that others 
will agree with me that new paths have 
to be tried in the search for progress in 
disarmament. The present study - as 
well as the UN report - have struck a 
positive and optimistic note. Both are 
based on the belief that reason will 
ultimately prevail in global deliberations 
on issues which might decide the fate of 
mankind. To me, optimism and trust 
signify something more than just wishful 
thinking. Such an attitude, based on a 
moral imperative, has proved to be a 
strong motive for political action, felt 
widely around the world, in East and 
West and in North and South. It is a 
human response to the threats to our 
survival.' 

Dr 14?nturini is a Friend of the Earth, was 
a senate candidate for the Nuclear 
Disarmament Party in the December 1984 
election and during the International >ear 
of Peace participated in and read papers 
at the United Nations Conference on 
Conflict Resolution and Peace Studies at 
the University of the South Pacific and 
International Conference on Higher 
Education and the Promotion of Peace at 
Chu/along/com University in Thailand. 
He has maintained an active interest in 
the issues of nuclear power, disarmament, 
development and survival. 

The Philippines, reluctant 
host of two of America's 
largest military bases, was 
also the site of the Fifth 
Nuclear Free and 
Independent Pacific (NFIP) 
Conference, November 10-15, 
1987. Donald Goertzen 
attended the conference. 

Meeting in Manila, the nation's capital, 
52 delegates from abroad were joined by 
55 foreign observers, staff and resource 
people; a 13 member Philippine 
delegation; and a 38 member local 
secretariat drawn from several of the 
Philippines' anti-nuclear, anti-bases, 
human rights, womens', tribal and militant · 
people's organizations. The delegates 
debated resolutions and action proposals, 
joined a locally organized protest rally in 
front of the US Embassy, engaged in 
much song and dance, and strengthened 
their ties and regional unity. 

As one of its 'action proposals' the 
NFIP conference declared January 26, 
1988 as an 'international day of mourning' 
to commemorate the last day the 
indigenous people of Australia were 
allowed the freedom of their land 200 
years ago. 

,. ,.: 

, .... 

NFIP delegates committed themselves 
to staging rallies in front of Australian 
Embassies on January 26 to protest the 
'illegal occupation' by Europeans of 
Aboriginal land, 'which commenced on 
January 26, 1788'. 

A committee is also being established 
by the NFIP to raise funds to support the 
travel costs of indigenous peoples fro n 
throughout the Pacific to an Indigenous 
Peoples Conference in Australia during 
1988. 

The NFIP movement is further 
sponsoring a letter writing and telegram 
campaign to Bob Hawke totally opposing 
the 'celebration' of 200 years of 
oppression of Aboriginal people, the 
violation of the human rights of 
Aboriginal people as set out in the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
and the refusal of the Australian 
government to complement the land rights 
of Aboriginal people. . 

Finally, the NFIP conference 
demanded that the Australian 
Government recognize the sovereignty of 
the Aboriginal people as the original 
)ccupants of the Australian continent. 

The conference also recognized that 
the presence of US military bases and 
nuclear weapons in Philippine territory 
and the continuous dominance and 
interfering by the US in the political, 
military, economic, and cultural life of the 
nation constitute the 'biggest hindrance to 
the peoples of the Philippines' struggle for 
national sovereignty, freedom, justice, 
democracy, and peace'. 

., 

.· 
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The resolution urges President Aquino 
to immediately implement the nuclear 
weapons free provision of the new 
Philippine constitution and calls for the 
immediate removal of the US military 
bases and suspension of all foreign 
military aid to the Philippines. Further, 
it opposes US participation in Aquino's 
'total war policy' and the current US 
military build-up in the Philippines. 

The use of Aeta (tribal) lands for the 
US military bases is also denounced in 
the resolution. The social costs of the 
bases, particularly drug trafficking, the 
proliferation of prostitution and the spread 
of AIDS are also condemned. 

The efforts by Filipinos to oppose the 
qse of the US bases for US wars of 
aggression overseas and the people's quest 
for a negotiated peace based on justice 
and equity are also supported by the 
resolution. 

Also on Philippine issues, Senator 
Wigberto Tanada stated in his formal 
welcoming address on IO November that 
he supported the NFIP movement's 

, \mutually supportive efforts to integrate 
movements for Pacific independence and 
for a nuclear free and demilitarized 
Pacific'. Tanada presently has a bill 
pending in the Philippine senate calling 
for enforcement of the constitution's anti­
nuclear provisions. 

A sense of celebration pervaded the 
conference and the few free times were 
accented by music making and festiveness 
by those who had earlier debated 
resolutions in the conference hall. The 
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capacity of some delegates to engage 1n 
articulate multi-lingual debate all day, 
watch political videos all evening, hit the 
town all night and then start over again 
after breakfast was truly amazing. 

This was the first time that the 
network had convened since the 1983 
meeting in Vanuatu. The agenda was 
packed and the days were long. The 
conference proper was preceeded by 
steering committee meetings and the 
Indigenous Peoples' Caucus at a beach 
resort a few hours from Manila. 

The Indigenous Caucus reaffirmed the 
concept that 'one of the concrete ways to 
win the struggle for a Nuclear Free and 
Independent Pacific is to achieve the 
independence of Kanaky, Tahiti­
Polynesia, West Papua and East Timor'. 

The issues of political independence, 
land tenure, and indigenous peoples' 
rights are seen as directly related to the 
work of making the Pacific nuclear free. 
While conference relations were 
apparently not as strained as in some 
previous meetings, tensions between 
those who relate primarily to the 'nuclear 
free' agenda and those who express 
themselves primarily in terms of 
independence struggles and indigenous 
peoples' movements did sometimes 
surface. 

The deliberations on the Fiji coup and 
indigenous Melanesian people's rights 
was one of the more potentially volatile 
discussions. A considerable amount of 
time was allowed for people to express 
their views. However, some delegates felt 
that the conference did not have enough 
information on the Fijian situation. 

Ethnic, or Melanesian Fijians, are 
becoming a minority in their own 
country. There have been fears that their 
rights are not sufficiently protected by the 
constitution. The newly installed 
government of Colonel Rabuka promises 
to keep 'Fiji for the Fijians'. 

Jone Dakuvula, an ethnic Fijian and 
a member of the Fiji Anti-Nuclear Group 
came to the conference from his present 
home in Aotearoa. He argued that the 
new regime is merely 'using' the race 
issue. 'Maybe a third of the Melanesian 
people support the coup, a third are 
confused, and a third oppose it.' 
Dakuvula further stated in an interview 
that the lndo-Fijians, who constitute 
slightly over half of the population, have 
seen their rights taken away by the new 
regime: 'Sabbath laws are strictly 
enforced on Sundays even though most of 
the lndo-Fijians are Hindus. 'Sabbath 
laws' charges Dakuvula, 'are a virtual 
Sunday curfew'. Rabuka, a Methodist lay 
minister, is behind the laws. 
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Indo-Fijians are mostly poor 
descendants of indentured servants 
brought to Fiji during British rule. A 
minority of Indo-Fijians arrived much 
later and constitute a major part of Fiji's 
commercial class. 

Owen Wilkes, a peace researcher and 
resource person from Aoetearoa argued 
that there was considerable support for 
the first of the two Fiji coups (May 1987) 
from the US. However, Wilkes maintains 
that 'while the US was a kind oflubricant, 
I don't think it was the catalyst.' He 
doubts, however, that there was any US 
involvement in the subsequent coup of 
September 1987. Both coups were lead by 
Colonel Rabuka and the last one seems 
to have left the country under full military 
rule. 

The Kanak delegation which 
represents groups working for Kanaky 
(New Caledonia) independence from 
France, offered one of the first and 
strongest denounciations of the Fiji coup 
in spite of their common Melanesian 
heritage. 

The NFIP resolution on Fiji condemns 
military coups in Fiji as a way to achieve 
political power and condemns military 
dictatorship as a way to exercise power. 
It further condemns political, cultural, 
and religious repression; collaboration 
between the military forces of Pacific 
states with those of France, the USA, and 
Indonesia: and the repression of NFIP 
activists, political parties, and trade 
unions. 

The resolution endorses the 
strengthening of ethnic Fijian rights in the 
constitution and also sympathizes with the 
lndo-Fijian situation under a repressive 
regime. The conference resolution 
demands that the current regime in Fiji 
restore full civil rights to all Fiji citizens. 

Some delegates, representing 
indigenous peoples who have seen their 
cultures undermined, lands taken away, 
populations decimated, and nations 
destroyed, were reluctant to condemn 
outright recent events in Fiji. However, 
rather than block the resolution they 
chose to abstain from voting. 

In another resolution the right to self 
determination by the Kanak people is 
recogniz.ed and France's 'militamation of 
Kanaky' is condemned. 

France came under further attack for 
testing its nuclear weapons on Muruora 
and Fangataufa Atolls. The 'struggle for 
the indigenous peoples of Tahitii to 
recover their sovereignty' is also 
supported by the NFIP movement. 

Independence for West Papua (Irian 
Jaya) is called for in one of the conference 
resolutions. West Papua is presently 

occupied by Indonesia. The Indonesian 
dictatorship is also condemned 'for its 
genocidal war and occupation of East 
Trmor'. The regime of President Suharto 
occupied East Timor, a former 
Portuguese colony in 1976. 

Long hours of debate and occasional 
times for singing did not constitute the 
whole of the NFIP conference. 'These 
people are activists', explained one local 
secretariat member, 'they know that the 
movement exists primarily in the streets.' 

'You've got to get those bases out', 
shouted Boone Schirmer to a crowd in 
front of the US Embassy. More than half 
of the conference participants joined a 
locally organired rally of over 300 people 
on 13 November. Schirmer, a life-long 
peace activist representing the American 
'Campaign Against the US Bases in the 
Philippines' said that maintaining the 
bases would result in many more Filipino 
and American deaths. He also insisted 
that by hosting the US bases the 
Philippines is intervening in the Persian 
Gulf War. 'More than half of the supplies 
for the American forces there are 
channeled through the bases', contends 
Schirmer. 

Reny Koba, an indigenous delegate 
from Aotearoa thrust an index finger at 
the embassy and yelled, 'I know you're 
listening, so listen to this: get out, out of 
the Philippines, get out of Asia Pacific.' 

Singing, drama, speeches, and 
expressions of solidarity such as the 
exchange of flags and banners marked the 
embassy rally. 

Before closing the conference the 
delegates called for the inclusion of sea­
based Intermediate range Nuclear Forces 
(INF) in the recent disarmament treaty 
negotiations betweeen the US and the 
Soviet Union. This would have 
transformed the Global Double Zero 
(long and short range INFs in Europe and 
Asia) into a Global Triple Zero 
agreement. 

The conference ended with folksinging 
and dances from throughout the world 
that went on until dawn. On 16 November 
several delegates joined 'exposure trips' 
to the communities near the US naval and 
air bases as well as the now defunct 
Bataan nuclear power plant. 

The NFIP movement is alive and well, 
from Japan to Aotearoa and from the 
shores of Asia to North America. 

Part of this article originally appeared 
in Call for Peace and Prosperity, the 
official publication of the Nuclear Free 
Philippine Coalition. The author, Donald 
Goertzen, is a regular contributor to the 
publication. 

Video 
Cold Comfort: Australia's Nuclear 
Responsibilities. A joint project of Open 
Channel Co-operative, Community 
Education Publication Association and 
lnfomation. Released December 1987. 
Reviewed by Paul Di-Masi 

Amid continuing revelation of the 
diversion (or 'reflagging') of Australian 
uranium for environmentally damaging, 
politically destablising and often illegal 
uses comes the release of a video on this 
very subject: the use, and abuse, of our 
uranium. 

Cold Comfort runs for 50 minutes and 
is divided into four parts. It has been 
designed especially for use in schools and 
community groups. It can be used as a 
single resource or as part of a teaching 
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package in conjunction with the widely 
acknowledged book The Nuclear 
Environment and The Nuclear 
Environment Poster (also designed for 
school and community use and both 
available from Friends of the Earth 
Bookshop, Fitzroy). Cold Comfort can be 
used a~ year IO but is especially 
appropriate for year 11 and 12 students. 
Curriculum areas of use could include 
scie?ce, english (HSC option work 
pal'l:1cularly), politics, peace studies, 
environment studies, social studies 
geography (uranium mining), and history 
(nuclear weapons). 

The video is an incisive and well paced 
contribution towards a better 
understanding of the issues that attend on 
the ~ecision to continue our exports of 
uramum. It looks at the simple 
mathematics of economic return from such 
exports and balances these against the 
complex costs: costs that include the 
despoilation of the fragile wetlands around 

the Kakadu mine in the Northern 
Territory; the dangers of the transport of 
nuclear material; the health risks to 
millions of people from nuclear reactor 
leaks and meltdowns; the impossibility of 
safely storing radioactive waste for up to 
250,000 years and the nexus between 
uranium for power generation and 
plutonium for weapons production. 

As one of the scientists interviewed in 
Cold Comfort states, issues such as these 
are: ' . . . political not scientific . . . 
danger and safety is a matter of what you 
are prepared to accept'. 

Cold Comfort clearly sets out, in 
human terms, what risks our political 
masters are accepting . . . on our behalf. 
It is an excellent contribution to the 
nuclear debate and a very useful resource 
for teachers and community groups 
dealing with nuclear issues. The video 
includes valuable Australian content 
especially its recently declassified 
Maralinga footage and the sections on the 
Kakadu and Rum Jungle uranium mines. 
It also has an extensive section on reactor 
safety and gives detailed coverage of the 
Chernobyl disaster in the Soviet Union. 

A well produced and carefully 
researched video, Cold Comfon uses clear 
graphics, arresting images and simple 
(though never simplistic) narration to chart 
the local and global consequences of the 
decision to export Australia's uranium. It 
is highly recommended to all those who 
are interested in examining Australia's role 
in the nuclear fuel cycle and particularly 
to teachers broaching nuclear and peace 
issues in the classroom. For further 

·, Information contact the Australian Filim 
Institute at 47 Little Latrobe Street 
Melbourne 3000, Phone (03) 662-1944.' 

A Polish child is given iodine medication after the Chernobyl 
meltdown. 

Paul Di-Masi is a secondary school 
teacher, at present working at 
Broadmeadows High School. He is co­
editor of A Peace of the Action, an 
annotated bibliography of peace education 
resources recently published by Friends of 
the F:arth. 
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Books 
Perestroika: New thinking for our 
country and the world by Mikhail 
Gorbachev. Collins London 1987, $29.95 
(Hardcover) 

Reviewed by Gerry Harant 

People with concerns fur this planet's 
future find events in the Soviet Union of 
absorbing interest. On the negative si~e, 
the Soviet Union, a superpower covering 
one sixth of the world's land, bolds one 
end of the thin string precariously 
supporting the nuclear D~~les' swoi:cI 
now hanging over humamty s head. It ts 
also the country responsible fur the worst 
nuclear accident so far, and a known large · 
scale polluter. 

However, there are positive sides. 

That long Silence by Sbasbi Deshpande, 
Vrrao Press, 1988 $14.95 
Reviewed by Caris Macdonald 

Is this a worthwhile book to read? A 
women writing about one women's 
relationships with her f.amily, herb~, 
her independence and her fears, ts not a 
novel topic by any means. However, That 

There is no doubt that many of the 
country's priorities are ahead of capitalist 
aims and its civil liberties, by and large, 
are ~o worse than those of the US which 
suports the world's most reactionary 
regimes and their torture chambers and 
death squads, or, fur that matter, Australia, 
which creates hell on earth fur its blacks 
and whose print media are far more 
effectively controlled than those in most 
so-called totalitarian countries. 

Most important, the USSR is the first 
and largest country which claims to h~ve 
implemented socialism, a system which 
refuses to allow the major means of 
production to ~e in the ~ands of 
individuals or pnvate corporauons. The 
profit motive is supposedly absent, and 
economic growth is an optional factor .. In 
contrast, capitalism is based on the notion 
of growth: after all, the profits generated 
in one year have to be invested profitably 
the next, and so on. A permanent state of 
zero or negative growth would spell the 
end of capitalism. 

It is difficult to see how anyone with 
environmental concerns, let alone with 
concerns fur a less competitive, less 
technologically centered and more humane 
society can support capitalism as a ~tern; 
and while socialists have been at pams to 

Long Silence presents a relatively new 
slant on this theme, as it is centered around 
an educated, but still traditionally-minded 
Indian f.amily in Bombay. It is an intensely 
personal account of one women's 
realisation of her own independence, and 

· one of bow this will inevitably effect her 
life within a culture that is yet to allow 
wo~en the rights and ackowledgment of 
equality that they may have 'achieved' in 
the West. 

What may appear at first to be a 
lightweight stringing together of trivial 
details becomes an intriguing thread that 
is woven into the personality of the main 
charecter, Jaya. 

The novel also provides glimpses of 
more traditionally conforming women, 
such as Jaya's grandmother and older 
female relatives. The picture one recieves 
is a strange mixture of accepting 
submissiveness and totalitarian authority 
- although only within the home, never 
in public. . . 

That Long Silence ts refreshingly 
honest and unpretentious. I would 
recommend it to be read by anyone, but 
especially women. 

Caris Macdonald is a member of the FOE 
Fitzroy Bookshop colle~tive. 

ram home the alternatives presented by the 
preferred versions of their respective 
groupings, sceptics have had to point out 
that existing models of socialism have also 
been competitive, technologicaly centered 
and frequently totally inhuman, and that 
their environmental record is as bad as that 
of capitalism and less subject to scrutiny. 

No wonder 'green' socialists like myself 
are desperately hoping for the day when 
at least one socialist country starts 
deviating from the now firmly established 
'road to socialism' and comes up with a 
political analysis which is not ~ terms ?f 
the needs of technological society, but 10 

terms of the needs of people. Let me say 
from the outset that, sad to say, Perestroika 
(Restructuring) by Michael Gorbachev 
does not offer such an analysis. 

You may well agree that the refurms 
listed in the book (which is undoubtedly 
the work of a committee) are necessary to 
rescue the Soviet economy from 
stagnation. According to reports, they are 
being implemented, at least fur the 
moment, with unprecedented vigour. 
However, the refurms themselves are by 
no means novel. Every new Soviet 
administration, particularly those of 
Kruschev and Breshnev, started off by 
rallying against bureaucracy an~ was~, 
and by devising methods of dealing with 
these problems. These refurms have never 
worked. 

The reason why is not explored in the 
book, which never admits that previous 
Soviet attempts existed. Nor do the Prague 
spring of 1968, or even the current 'Market 
Socialism' experiments in Hungary as 
much as rate a mention. 

Approving mention is made, however, 

of the New Economic Policy (NEP) 
introduced by Lenin in the early post­
revolutionary period when the Soviet state 
was threatened by famine and industry and 
operating at one twentieth of pre-World 
War II levels. This policy reinstated small 
scale capitalism and foriegn investment. 
According to Perestroika, it was the only 
way to go. 

However, there were disenting voices 
at the time. In 1922, Alexandra Kollontai 
led a group called the Workers' 
Opposition, which trenchantly criticised 
the notion that factories could only be run 
either by the old capitalists or by party 
cadres who had little industrial experience. 
Remember the old slogan )\ll power to the 
Soviets (councils)' said Kollontai, and let 
the workers have a go at running the 
workshops. No, said Lenin, I have to 
crank up the economy, there's no time for 
mucking about. No matter how accurately 
Kollontai described the demoralisation of 
workers by the NEP-men waxing wealthy 
at the expense of the people, Lenins 
'reforms' went inexorably on, with Stalin 
not far behind. 

It may well be that Perestroika has not 
reinvented the wheel, but the skids, 
because it is precisely what the NEP put 
under any notion of industrial democracy 
administered from below. It is a sad fact 
that after 70 years of 'socialism' grassroots 
industrail democracy has yet to be tried in 
any advanced socialist economy. 

Restructuring as suggested in the book 
amounts to reforms from above, and the 
book admits it, while expressing the pious 
hope that ordinary people will join in. I 
admit I don't have nightmares in which the 
Soviet bureaucrats are dashed to an early 
grave after chain-sawing off the limbs on 
which they have sat for so long, any more 
than I have visions of Australian middle 
managers doing the same. At best I can 
see the fut cats displaced by (temporarily) 
lean and hungry hounds. 

The book is rich in terms like cost­
accounting and quality control. It also 
suggests reduction of the central apparatus 
by another decentralised one, which, fur 
the time being, will work alongside the 
old, suggesting that the future will bring 
us two bureaucrats where previously we 
had only one. Admist all this 
'decentralisation', quality control is to be 
achieved - yes, you've guessed it - not 
by firing up workers enthusiasm on the 
shop floor, but by an army of centralised 
inspectors half of whom, going by my own 
experience, probably won't be able to 
distinguish between a micrometer and a 
g-clamp. 

The chapter dealing with women is 

revealing. Soviet women, it is said, have 
now achieved full equality with men. 
(Under the principle of Glassnost, or 
openess, Soviet women are now permitted 
to laugh at such statements. I doubt if they 
will.) The problem we face, says the book, 
is to once again intergrate women into their 
traditional tasks of housework, and we are 
going to entrust this momentous task to 
new Womens' Councils created for this 
purpose. 

Some Western observers, even those 
who normally pan the USSR, have found 
much of value in the book, probably 
because it convinces them that East or 
West, capitalist or socialist, the world and 
its problems are much the same 
everywhere, and that, sooner or later, the 
USSR will look just like any other 
industrial country. God (or Karl Marx) 
help us, they may be right. 

So while the new wind in the Soviet 
Union may blow away some of the 
international nuclear strom-clouds and 
create a new version of detente, don't hold 
your breath fur major social change. 

Oh. I forgot. No-one can quibble with 
the chapter on the environment. It doesn't 
exist. 

Gerry Harrant is a member of People for 
Nuclear Disarmament. 

Prospectus for a Habitable Planet by 
Dan Smith and E. P.Thompson. Published 
by Penguin Books, 1987. $12.95 
Reviewed by Gisela Gardener 

Prospectus for a Habitable Planet is a 
collection of essays in four parts written 
by European peacmakers of some repute 
and published just before the May 1987 
United Kingdom elections. I felt very sad 
reading writer's hopes that some of the 
necessary changes may soon begin. 
Thatcher's and Kohl's re-elections were 
depressing for anyone working for social 
change and Mary Kaldor's point may now 
be even more relevant; 'there is a sense 
of despair about penetrating (choice .of 
language, Mary!) their political 
concsciousness. It is this insensitivity to 
the global interest that presages global 
disaster.' 

Nevertheless, strategies are put furward 
to work towards survival and this book is 
a testimony to the increasing sophistication 
and political maturity of the European 
peace movement. Hard detailed work has 
gone into the writer's analysis and political 
strategy. 

It charts the development of the Cold 
War, the strengths and weaknesses of the 
superpower blocs and the economic and 
political relationships between the First, 

Second and Third Worlds. 
Kate Soper's essay on the personal is 

political sits comfurtably amidst careful 
explanations of and strategy for de­
alignment (the dissolution of the East/West 
blocs, the reunification of Europe and 
Germany and autonomony and democracy 
fur the Third World). 

The book will do wonders fur the 'Bloc 
thinking' of many of us in the Southern 
hemisphere and to make us ask ourselves 
which countries and images pop up in our 
heads when we think of 'Europe'. Europe 
is not the EEC, the EEC is half of Europe. 

You might feel that Europe is not of that 
much interest to you in any case. But the 
essays offer an internationalist strategy for 
survival, set out in point form in the 
Afterword. It is extremely relevant to our 
region because we are conditioned and 
used by the super-powers much as the 
Europeans are. All of us need to develop 
better policies towards the Third World 
(especially if the Third World is within our 
boundaries). 

Dan Smith's essay is the most 
accessible analysis and concise history of 
the Old and New Cold Wars that I have 
seen. It explains the place and function of 
Star Wars, it includes a balence sheet on 
the 'success' and 'failures' in United States 
terms of the New Cold War and looks at 
a number of options fur the future. He 
knows that: 'To be implemented, visions 
need political programs .. .' 

Throughout the book suggestions are 
mad«? that can be taken up by many 
different groupings in society on a variety 
of levels; no one truth is given, a Rainbow 
Alliance is not furmed. Caesar _Youte, for 
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example, argues in great style but in a 
difficult, culturally rather inaccessible 
essay that Europe is 'ambigious', it's many 
cultures including the non-European ones, 
will be successful in building a 'peace 
infrastructure'. 

'. . .any effective group or culture in 
Europe which ceases to exchange with 
other cultures at all levels will disintergrate 
into an incestuous seediness and begin to 
produce monsters. Nationalism is one of 
the early symptoms.' 

I can only think of our Coca-Cola 
sponsered celebrations and feel that much 
of the thought in this book will help us to 
continue to encourage the survival of the 
planet. 

Gisela Gardener has been active in the 
European peace movement and 
participated at Greenham Common. She 
is now active in the peace and feminist 
movements in Victoria. 

Hypatia's Heritage; A History of 
women in science from antiquity to the 
late nineteenth century by Margaret 
Alic, Women's Press Ltd, London, 1986, 
$14. 

Reviewed by Linden Gillbank 

Although in modem times women are 
increasingly competing with men for 
scientific jobs, the history of western 
science is, in general, a history of the 
activities of men. However, despite various 
attempts to maintain it as a male preserve, 
the world of science has never been 
completely woman-free, ... at times 
almost, but never completely. This is one 
of the very few books to focus on women 
in science. 

Hypatia 's Heritage charts the 
involvement of women in science from the 
earliest human societies until the time 
when Marie Curie was beginning to 
unravel the mysteries of radioactivity. Who 
were these women, who ranged from food 
gatherers to physicists. 

In pre-agricutural society they were the 
gatherers, the preparers and preservers of 
plants for food and fibre. Using medicinal 
plants, women were also the healers. Thus 
in these early societies, women were the 
first botanists and still are in those societies 
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that depend on wild rather than cultivated 
plants. 

In the early patriarchial Greek, Roman 
and Arab societies certain priveleged 
women managed to hurdle enormous 
social barriers to study and write in fields 
ranging from mathematics and physics to 
medicine and botany. Mind you, their lot 
was not a bed of roses, subterfuge, as well 
as tenacity and intellect, was often 
necessary. · 

Around 300 BC, in order to study 
medicine and midwifery under Herophilus 
of Alexandria, a \\Oman had to disguise 
herself as a man. Still disguised she 
returned to Athens to practice amongst the 
women of the aristocracy. Peeved at her 
success and adept at protecting their 
professional interests her colleagues 
denounced her as 'one that does corrupt 
men's wives'. In revealing her female sex, 
she certainly provoked their 
embarassment, and exposed herself to 
prosecution for practising medicine as a 
women physician. Only the influence of 
her clientele saved her from death. It is 
noteworthy that in the early ninteenth 
century, a \\Omen still had to resort to 
male disguise to study at the Edinburgh 
School of Medicine. The book's title, 
Hypatia 's Heritage, comes from Hypatia 
of Alexandria who was the earliest female 
scientist whose life is reasonably well 
documented. Born in Alexandria in 370 
AD, the daughter of a mathematician and 
astronomer, Hypatia developed and taught 
mathemetics and philosophy at a time 
when the Roman Empire was converting 
to Christianity, As a pagan and an overt 
espouser of Greek scientific rationalism, 
she was an obvious target for fanatical 
Christain leaders. Brutally murdered in 
412 AD, was she the last truly pagan 
scientist in µie western world? 

During the Middle Ages the majority 
of scientists, male and female, belonged 
to religious houses. The convent, an 
attractive alternative to marriage for many, 
allowed women to write and study in 
various fields including mathematics and 
science. Nuns wer often physicians and 
medical instructors. . -

Throughout mediaeval Europe women 
were practising medicine and it was a 
woman called Trotula and the 'ladies of 
Salemo' who helped bring about the 
medical renaissance that signalled the end 
ofthe Dark Ages. By the eleventh century 
the School of Salemo in southern Italy, the 
first mediaeval medical center not 
connected with the church, had gained a 
reputation for its scientific courses and 
qualified as the first European university. 

Now, although most upper class Italian 

\\Omen remained illiterate, the universities 
were open to them. From the University 
of Salemo, Trotula helped compile a 
medical encyclopedia and wrote the classic 
text Passionibus Mulierum Curandorum, 
The Diseases of Women, which remained 
a standard text until the sixteenth century. 
Emphasising the importance of hygiene, 
diet and exercise, and recommending 
some obstetric practices which are still in 
vogue, she was certainly ahead of her time. 
A seventeenth century Italian historian has 
claimed that the most important teachers 
at the early medical school were women 
- the 'ladies of Salemo'. 

You'll have to read Hypatia 's Heritage 
if you wish to learn more about the female 
botanists, entomologists, geologists, 
astronomers (eg Caroline Herschel), 
chemists (eg Marie Lavoisier), and 
physicists (eg Marie Curie). The book 
provides and interesting window on the 
ways in which strong minded \\Omen have, 
over the ages, managed to exploit their 
often priveleged position to enter and 
actively participate in the predominatantly 
male world of science. 

linden Gil/bank is a contributor to the 
3CR science program, CR-Science. 

All the books reviewed In 
Chain Reaction are available 
through the FOE bookshop. 
You can order a copy by 
sending a cheque for the 
listed price plus $2.00 for the 
first book and soc for each 
additional book to cover 
postage and packaging to: 

FOE Bookshop 
222 Brunswick St, 
Fitzroy 3065. 

For any other books, ring (03) 
419 8700 and we can order 
them in for you. 
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