












































fed eral level, and problems 
with implementation of 
Government strategies at the 
State level. 

The aims of the ALP Green Network 
were formed to address these 
problems and our strategies evolved 
over a period of two years. Research 
done in 1985 showed that some 10 
per cent of the Victorian ALP mem­
bership belonged to some form of 
conservation organisation: this 
meant that there were many 
hundreds of people in the party 
whose energies and tal~nts could 
potentially be called upon . 

The same research had also show 
that 'conservation' covered an enor­
mous range of issues (e.g. peace, pol­
lution, animal welfare, some forms of 
recreation, nature conservation, con­
servation of energy and resources, 
transport, Aboriginal land rights, 
population policy, agricultural 
methods, historic heritage), but that 
there was a lack of general awareness 
that this was the case. It was therefore 
felt to be important that the Green 
Network take on the task of address­
ing this problem as well. The mem­
bership of the conservation move­
ment was, furthermore, found to the 
composed of people from the entire 
political spectrum, so it was thought 
likely that within the ALP a similar 
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situation would be found. Finally, a 
comprehensive study of research 
done in England, the USA and 
Australia showed that the most 
sophisticated sectors of the conserva­
tion movement made the link be­
tween economic structures, social 
justice policies and conservation 
strategies, to give a certain set of ~­
terlinked values: for example, there 1s 
a direct relationship between social 
injustice and the treatment of both 
people and ecosystems as com­
modities to be exploited. 

Structure and Aims 
Based on this research, and certain 

pragmatic considerations, the G~e~n 
Network took the shape of an acuvist 
organisation that is neither a faction 
nor a policy formulating body, and 
which complements existing ALP 
structures rather than competing 
with them. The aims are highly am­
bitious and of an essentially radical 
nature based on long term strategies. 
From the outset the Green Network 
intended to expand its activities 
beyond Victoria, current member­
ship in Victoria is about 225, with 
regional subgroups in about one 
third of the federal electorates. 

The structure of the Green Network 
was designed to reflect the aims, 
regional logistics (such as the dif­
ficulties faced by country members in 
attending meetings), social con­
siderations (such as the need to 
develop trust and mutual respect 
amongst the membership), and the 
values adopted by sophisticated sec­
tors of the conservation movement. 
To take these 'values' first, the mem­
bership decided that there would not 
be elected positions or voting on 
decisions and that subgroups of the 
Network would be as autonomous as 
possible. Organisational models such 
as this one, which use modem com­
munity development principles, are 
frequently referred to as 'collective', 
using non-hierarchical structures 
and consensus decision-making. 
These structures promote maximum 
organisational flexibility, and allow 
rapid response to imaginative and 
creative approaches to problem solv­
ing. A pragmative reason for adopt­
ii;ig this model related to the per­
ceived counter-productivity of 
adopting a factional approach, with 
its associated number crunching 
processes aimed at policy making 
rather than implementation of 
policy. 

The final result was: 
• a Co-ordinating Committee 

composed of anyone taking on 
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an active role, meeting at six 
weekly intervals in various 
parts of Melbourne and once a 
year in a semi-rural location, 
summaries of which meetings 
are sent to all members; 
a six weekly strategic newslet­
ter sent to State and Federal 
Members of Parliament, af­
filiated trade unions and the 
membership, and which is 
designed to assist Network 
members in conducting con­
servation campaigns; 

• locality based subgroups work­
ing on local issues in coopera­
tion with community organisa­
tions; 
union based subgroups 
promoting awareness of 
relevant conservation issues 
and the link between labour 
and conservation issues; 

• issues based subgroups work­
ing with the community and 
within the ALP on particular 
conservation campaigns; 
an annual conference; 
an annual field trip; and 

• an annual issues based/social 
weekend in a rural area hosted 
by an ALP Branch active in 
some conservation area. 

Some of our achievements to date are 
the inclusion of conservation as a 
major part of the recent Victorian 
election platform, a large increase in 
the profile of the Conservation and 
Environment Policy Committee 
report at Victorian State Conferen­
ces, an active working organisation, 
the prevention of the Japanese com­
pany - Harris Daishowa - from gain­
ing a 100,000 tonne woodchip licence 
in Victoria, the legitimisation of con­
servation as an issue area relevant to 
ALP Branches throughout many 
parts of Victoria, and some initial 
gains in terms of more meaningful 
and constructive relationships with 
some half dozen major trade unions 
over relevant conservation issues. 

ALP members in all states are in­
vited to join the Green Network 

Information can be obtained by con-
tacting: 

Inge Meldgaard 
46 Bowen Street 
Oakleigh, Victoria, 3166 
Tel: (03) 568 0553 

Footnote: 

1. I. Meldgaard, 'A Demographic and 
Political Profile of Victorian 
Conservationists', Swinburne In­
stitute of Technology, 1985. 

LABOR 
Green Labor is a group e,i 300-500 
ALP members, led by Drs ·:-:::clen and 
Bill Caldicott, who feel tilar although 
ALP policy is superior to the other 
major parries, it has major weak­
nesses in the very important areas of 
conservation and the nuclear 
problem.The consequences of these 
inadequacies are that not only are fu­
ture generations of Australians 
threatened, so too is the survival of 
the planet. Therefore Green Labor is 
committed to reforming a range of 
ALP policies by raising them in 
debate within the Party, and by get­
ting its members elected to the 
policy-making bodies of the ALP. 
This will eventually mean repre­
sentation at the National Con­
ference, the supreme policy making 
body of the Labor Party, as well as 
success in the preselection process 
leading to representation in caucus. 

A relatively small number of Green 
Labor delegates from around 
Australia would ci1ange the balance 
of power at National Conference and 
consequently ALP policies. We see 
this as the only way to effective politi­
cal change, since the ALP is the only 
party capable of winning seats in the 
House of Representatives and form­
ing a Government with sane conser­
vation and nuclear issues. 

The internal policies of the ALP 
can be democratic, so our aims can be 
achieved if sufficient people are 
prepared to work for them as a 
cohesive group. 

Background 
The NSW Right Wing of the ALP has 
long had a stranglehold over the 
Party's National Conference. They 
have also had incredible power at 
caucus level, because of their near 
monopoly of the NSW pre-selection 
process. 

The current state of the factional 
strength in NSW is approximately 
seven Left vs. seventeen Right 
delegates to the National Con­
ference. Although the NSW Left was 
doing its best, it was not increasing its 
numbers or influence. It appeared 
that rank and file branch members in 
both city and rural electorates in 
NSW had only marginally more 
respect for the Left than they did for 
the Right. 

As the Left was struggling just to 
maintain its poor position, it became 
obvious that a fresh approach was 

needed. It would take the form of a 
new grouping, neither Left nor 
Right, that was committed to reform­
ing the Party's nuclear and conserva­
tion policies. These are the issues 
closest to the hearts of ordinary ALP 
members. This group would be 
similar to Victoria's Green Network 
with the main difference being that 
Green Labor would stand its own 
candidates at all levels of the Party. 

The problem was leadership in the 
initial, difficult stages, but when the 
Caldicotts moved back to live in 
Australia, they were approached and 
were eager to support the scheme and 
it was decided to launch Green Labor 
in NSW in June 1988. 

Information was sent to conserva­
tion and peace groups throughout 
Australia to give all interested people 
the option of joining us, or at least 
knowing what we w.ere doing. Letters 
were also ser.t to all ALP Branch 
Secretaries and the project received 
wide media coverage and it soon 
spread beyond the borders of NSW. 
Having had to go national, our next 
priority after NSW was the 'Centre 
Left' States, in order, Queensland, 
WA, SA, and Tasmania. 

Structure and Aims 
It is early days yet, and current plans 
will change if the membership of 
Green Labor decide on alternatives. 
Our interim aims include the promo­
tion of nuclear and conservation is­
sues within the ALP; gaining the 
balance of power at National and 
State Conference levels; having 
Green Labor members elected to 
Parliament; and encouraging discon­
tented ALP members to remain with 
the Party, as well as attracting new 
and past members, especially women 
and young people, who are currently 
under- represented. 

Our structure will based on the sup­
port we receive in each State and may 
not be identical in each. Current 
plans are for Green Labor members 
in each State to elect an executive and 
a convenor. There would be a Nation­
al Executive comprising our national 
convenors, a National Secretary and 
the convenor from each State. States 
could share their position on the Ex­
ecutive between two or three people. 
Voting would moslly be by postal bal­
lot. 

We considered the question of 
whether Green Labor should have 

candidates standing for State and Na­
tional Conferences, or whether it 
should be a cross factional network. 
We decided it was necessary to have 
representation at National Con­
ference level, because the Left were 
continually being beaten by the 
Right/Centre Left coalition when it 
came to the policies we cared about 
most. An input of Green Labor 
delegates could eventually alter the 
balance of power and consequently 
be able to improve the Party's policies 
on nucl<".ar and conservation issues. 

We believe that Green Labor 
should operate as an independent en­
tity to be effective in its attempts to 
change ALP policy. Net works can 
play a valuable role within the Party, 
but unless they get their own people 

.. elected to the policy making bodies, 
they are reliant on the factions to rep­
resent them. 

Green Labor is now active in each 
State and you can join by joining the 
ALP and contacting Green Labor. 

For further Information: 

Gordon McQ11ilten 
National Secretary 
Green Labor 
Post Office, Maldon, Vic, 3463 
Tel: (054) 752 339 
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Books 
Permaculture - A Desi~ers Manual 
by Bill Mollison Tagan Publications 
Tyalgum NSW, 1988. rrp $70 

[n an interview with Steve Payne, 
Martin Ryman, a gardener and per­
maculture practitioner from the Blue 
Mountains in NSW, reviews Bill 
Mollison's new book. 

Bernie, a friend, first introduced 
Martin Ryman to the concept of per­
maculture. Bernie had some 
asparagus and raspberries, chooks 
and geese and a whole lot of comI)?St 
in his inner city backyard. Commg 
from the depths of Kings Cross it was 
something Martin hadn't en­
countered before. Bernie then 
handed Martin Bill Mollison's Per­
maculture One which he sat down and 
read over a weekend. It was the first 
gardening book Martin had ever read 
and to his surprise he found it 
tremendously entertaining. It was 
commomsensical about the whole of 
life, as is the new book. 

To Martin it all made sense. The 
details were there, the philosophy of 
creating patterns -and systems which 
largely looked after themselves ap­
pealed in t~e se_ns~ that, here was 
something -you didn t have to spend 
years pulling up weds to manage. Al­
though permaculture takes time and 
energy to set up, once est,ablished,. it 
requires minimum energy to mam­
tain and harvest. So Permaculture One 
was Martin's inspiration, and after 
buying an old sheep paddock in 
Hazelbrook in 1980, building a home 
and having a child, he began to turn 
it into a permaculture garden. 

Martin - I think the Designer's 
Manual is the ultimate permaculture 
book. It is universal in all senses of the 
word. Permaculture One was written 
much more from the perspective of 
south east Australia and Tasmania -
the cooler climates. In Permaculture 
Two there was a lot on arid environ­
ments and Aboriginality, but it was 
still Australia bound within a 
European context. The thing that im­
presses about this Manual is that it is 
'everywhere'. You could take it to · 

South America 'or Alaska and it 
would be a useful book, as long as you 
could talk to the locals. 

Steve - Is it practical as well as 
universal? Does it give guides as to 
how to create a sustainable future? 

Martin - Yes. But in five hundred 
odd pages what you cannot have is a 
complete answer to the situation the 
world is in. What it does give is guides 
and signposts to every person who has 
access to some land, to every person 
or community that is involved with 
some land and can work on systems 
relevant to their area, guides that 
promote universal peace and sus­
tainable ecosystems. 

Its a very subversive book. It advo­
cates a tax on lawns, and what should 
be more subversive than than to advo­
cate that we dig up lawns in Australia. 
It attacks the whole petro-chemical, 
pesticide industry. It points out how 
unnecessary they are and it attacks 
the economic foundations of our 
political consciousness because it at­
tacks the whole concept of the growth 
economy. Bill Mollison is talking 
about sustainable systems and growth 
economies are not sustainable sys­
tems - they either go bust or they do 
as they are now, that is eating up the 
whole world until there is nothing 
left. 

There is only on problem I have with 
this book. I believe that people have 
the ability to stop the presen~ 
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destruction of the environment but 1 
don't believe they can stop the 
climatic changes that are occurring. 
In Permaculture -A Designer's Manual 
there is no direct mention of the 
greenhouse effect, and I think that 
one thing permaculture people have 
to ask themselves is how the systems 
they have in place, or will have, are 
going to maximise the benefits for 
them of the greenhouse effect, for the 
changes in some areas can be benefi­
cial. I don't think the world will sur­
vive the greenhouse effect unless 
people start looking at permaculture 
systems as ways of feeding the world. 

Ultimately this is a designer's 
manual, not necessarily a manual for 
practitioners, and that should be 
borne in mind. At my first book I felt 
a level of frustration because I am not 
a designer that sets up systems for 
other people and communities. I am 
just doing it in my own valley, and as 
a practitioner I'm concerned with 
specifics. This book at least gives me 
the frame work for finding solutions 
and gives a new sense of direction. So 
it is practical in the sense that it still 
leaves the responsibility with the in-

. dividual to find the answers. 
Steve - Is it a positive book? 
Martin - I'll be digging my pond be­

cause of it. I'm a converted aquacul­
turist What was going lo be a pretty 
garden pond with Wies and ducks will 
now be part of my overall permacul­
ture system and actually provide food 
to the household and be of benefit to 
the environment. I could build the 
pond just from. the information found 
in this book and there are signposts 
to tell me where I can get more. 

I think what Bill Mollison has done 
is to take elements from all over the 
world, from varieties of cultures and 
societies, and bring them together in 
this book with a philosophy that is 
positive and inspirational. 

Steve - What did you enjoy most 
about the Manual? 

Martin - I love the illustrations - they 
are continually leading me in search 
of more information. The section on 
'patterning' is particularly interest­
ing. For example, it brings together 

. all the discussion on energy centres, 
the way the Aborigines view the 
landscape or express themselves in 
the land, and the relationship they 
have with specific places. 

As I travel about the world I fmd 
tribal peoples using an enormous 
variety of traditional patterns. These 
decorate weapons, houses, skin, and 
woven textiles or baskets. Many pat­
terns have sophisticated meaning, 
and almost all have a series of songs 
or chants associated with them. tribal 

art, including the forms of Celtic and 
ancient. engraving, have a pattern 
complexity that may have had impor­
tant meanings to their peoples. We 
may call such people illiterate only if 
we ignore their patterns, songs and 
dances as a valid literature and as an 
accurate recording system. 

Steve - You said earlier you thought 
The Designer's Manual was subver­
sive. Could you talk about that more? 
_Martin - In t~nns of food produc­

t10n, does without the bits that 
huma.ns add ~~· those bits being 
ch~m.1cal fert1hzers, hybrid plant 
var1et.tes that have to be introduced 
over and. ~ver again, and pesticide~ 
and fung1c1des to control the insect 
population and diseases. Anything 
that .says those three things are not of 
use m the system denies a major sec­
tor of our economy. There are all 
these false economies that have been 
creat~, and Bill Mollison is saying 
get i:id of them. Anything that says 
that 1s an attack on the capitalist sys- . 
tern. 

Steve - Will people outside of per­
maculture discover this book? 

Martin - Well I think this is where 
permaculturists have to reach out 
and let other people reach out and let 
other people know what they are 
doing and showing the benefits to 
people. There are places now, after 
nearly a decade of permaculture in 
Australia, where people can come 
and see - this is a permaculture gar­
den, they can see that there are 
spiders catching insects, food being 
produced without chemicals. There 
is a willingness on the part of the 
people to learn about things like per­
maculture. Whenever there is a 
te~evision or radio program that deals 
~th permaculture, seed savers, or 
things such as bio-dynamic garden­
ing, there is a huge response from the 
public. 

Steve - Why is there such a huge in­
terest in these things? 

Martin - Because people are con­
cerned about what they eat, how it 
was produced, and where it came 
from. Permaculture needs to be 
polularised. 

Steve -And this can happen through 
what you create in your garden and 
then share? 

Martin- I'm always giving food away. 
In permaculture there is always ex­
cess. The garden appeals to people's 
senses. People look at it and enjoy it, 
to touch and smell and feel a sense of 
peace. 

Steve Payne is a free-lance writer who 
has written for New Age Times and 
WorkMatters. 

Rape. of the Wild by Andree Collard 
with Joyce Contrucci, Women's 
Press, 1988, $21.95 

Reviewed by Linden Gillbank 

How brave of the authors to dare to 
challenge the very basis of our 
materialistic and exploitative 
Western society. How refreshing to 
have some of my own heartfelt at­
titudes examined and explored in 
ways I'd never considered. 

Andree Collard was a farmer and 
beekeeper, a professor of romance 
languages and comparative literature 
at Brandeis University, USA, and a 
women's. rights activist. Drawing on 
her passionate love of living crea­
tures, and her diverse interests and 
~ctivities, she wove feelings and facts 
mto Rape of the Wild. Following her 
death from cancer before completing · 
the book, Joyce Contrucci, helped by 
numerous other friends, managed to 
bring. to fruition this labour of love. 

Whde much has been written in 
academic journals and in the popular 
press about feminism and about ecol­
~gy, few attempts have been made to 
link the two. By focusing on various 
aspects of Western society, Rape qf 

., 

the 'lfild attempts not only to reveal 
the links between feminism and ecol­
ogy, .b~t 'to put ecology back into 
femm1sm... Otherwise the 
supremacist mentality that rules the 
affairs of our planet will continue to 
run its destructive course and annihi­
l~te us all in the name of health, hap­
pmess, and progress.' 

By exploring early human linguistic 
and cultural developments Andree 
exposes the onset and destructive ef­
fects of patriarchy. She describes the 
transition of human societies from 
those which saw themselves as part of 
Mother Earth and worshipers of god­
desses of Nature, to materialistic 
patriarchal societies worshipping 
male gods. Patriarchal societies in­
cluding our own Western society, 
have become so alienated from Na­
ture, that the control, exploitation, 
and destruction, of the natural world 
can be seen not only as acceptable but 
as necessary for progress. 

She charts the conversion· under 
patriarchy of gynocentric societies 
whose allegiance is to nation rather 
than nature, and offers an alternative 
guestimate about the early develop­
ment of human societies. Hunting 
may not have been the prime social 

~VJlfl 
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mover. Ancient artifacts, which 
Leaky interprets as weapons, may in­
stead have been tools for the collec­
'tion and processing of roots or fruit. 
Perhaps strong family and kinship 
bonds, held together primarily by 
women, directed the development of 
early gatherin~, rathe~ ~ban male­
dominated hunung soc1e11es. 

The cruelty and inappropriateness 

Video 
Cannonsburg: Twenty years· on. 
Produced by John Gan Productions 
(1985) and screened on SBS, 18 Oc­
tober, 1988. A copy is available for 
loan from Friends of the Earth 
Fitzroy, phone (03) 419 8700 ' 

Reviewed by Bert King 

This is a British documentary dealing 
with the small Pennsylvania USA 
town of Cannonsburg where many 
tons of uranium ore from the 
Colorado Plateau were treated for 
the recovery of radium. This was 
when radi~m was valuable and before 
the !Jranrnn_i rush. The residue 
remamed radioactive. In fact some 
was used during the war for the Man­
hattan .Project. But in 1965 the com­
pany. m Car:inonsburg, Victo Cor- · 
porat10n, decided to get out of the in­
dustry. What to do with the residue 
accumulated o':er fifty years? Well, it 
was bulldozed mto an old pond in the 
centre .of ~wn - half a million tonnes 
of radioactive waste. This was then 
covered with shale - 'red dof _ a 
porous material and quite unswtable. 
It represented no barrier to radon 
emanation. The site then evolved into 
a baseball park for young people. 

Now, cases of leukaemia and bone 
mlll!ow cancer are worrying the in­
habitants. then follow the inevitable 
cover-ups and denials by U~~ state 

of animal experiments is explored 
and condemned. Both animals and 
women are exploited. While animals 
are exploited often so inhumanely in 
experiments, women are too often the 
targets for the marketing of the ' 
products of that re&earch - for ex­
ample, dietetic foods, youthful make­
up, deodorising sprays and cleansers. 
While I applaud the exposure of the 

an e energy agencies. o wor 
ries! A Catholic school is moved - th 
sisters considered it too dangerous to 
stay. 

Janis Dunn becomes a local activist, 
she does her own survey of the resi­
dents and reveals 67 cases of cancer 
even though a ·non-scientific study'. 
But the cover-up continues the 
government is afraid, doubtle~ of 
t~e possible legal consequen~es. 
Fmally, $30million is allocated to a 
proper burial of the waste. 

Thyroid abnormalities, mainly 
among women, are higher in Can­
~onsburi ~en in a control popula­
uon. This gives an excellent basis for 
a study; people have been exposed 
and it should be evaluated 

th.e video features, in additio~ to 
Jams ~unn, several people notable in 
the science of low dose radiation ef­
fects. These include John Gofman 
Gordan McLeod, who was sacked 
from the Pennsylvania Health 
Depart, for being too concerned 
about Three Mile Island Edward 
Radford, Alice Stewart, R'obert Al­
varez and Rosalie Bertell. 

As Radford says, as a result of fur­
ther study of the Japanese bomb 
res~ts. the risk is now greater then 
previously thought after looking at 
new cases, not just mortalities. Low 
dose radiation risk may be 8-10 times 
greater then was thought a decade 
ago. 

Excellent viewing - highly recom­
mended. 

Bert King is retired engineer and anti­
nuclear activist 
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unnecessary cruelty behind the cos­
metics industry, in the field of medi­
cal research I feel that the authors are 
too severe. Cruelty is not a necessary 
component of animal experimenta­
tion. As long as there remam areas of 
medical research in which live 
animals cannot be replaced by tissue 
culture or some other alternative, are 
medical questions in these areas, 
such as diet and cardiovascular 
problems, to be denied scientific in­
vestigation? 

Two Australians rate a mention in 
the book. Peter Singer for his discus­
sions of animal liberation and the im­
morality of animal experimentation 
and intensive farming, and Helen 
Caldicott for her persuasive anti­
nuclear stance. 

While the examples of societies that 
have not lost their kinship with the 
earth are American, those of the 
American Indian, Australian 
Aboriginal societies would provide 
equally good examples. How long will 
the power brokers of American and 
Australian Western societies con­
tinue to ignore or belittle the tradi­
tional sensitive and non-exploitative 
relationships with the land of these 
peoples? 

I enjoyed reading ~is challen~g 
book and recommend 1t to anyone in­
terested in the ways that men and 
women live in Western society. It 
could provide a springboard for the 
discussion of many of the issues con­
sidered in the book - the power of lan­
guage, humar:i evolu~ion, hunti~g, 
animal expenmentauon, eugemcs, 
reproductive technology, and conser­
vation. 

If Rac~el Carson's Sflent Spring_ was 
pivotal m the expansion of envrron­
mental awareness, perhaps Rape of 
the Wild will do likewise for eco­
feminism. According to Andree and 
Joyce: 

Historically, our destiny as women 
and the destiny of nature are in­
separable. It beian within earth/god­
dess-worship pm g societies which 
celebrated the life~giving and life­
sustaining powers of woman and na­
ture, and it remains despite our bru­
tal negation and violation in the 
present. Women must re-member 
and re-claim our biophilic power. 
Drawing upon it we must make the 
choices that will affirm and foster life, 
directing the future away from the 
nowhere of the fathers for the some­
where that is ours - on this planet -
now. 

Linden Gillbank is a contributor to the 
3CR Science show. 

From page 2 

also one 'breeder' wilh 
liquid sodium as coolant. 
Despite protests from all 
quarters the Government 
is going ahead with plans 
for twelve more nukes in 
the coming years. 

They also plan to 
import one from the 
USSR and the work for 
the same is already 
started at a small fishing 
village at Koodankulam. 
Here the information on 
nukes, uranium mining, 
thorium mining, 
reprocessing facilities etc 
will be useful. We also 
export a lot of 'sea and 
sand' which conlains 
some rare earlh, 10 
Japan. this is done by 
'Indian Rare Earlhs Ltd'. 

There is one plant 
coming up near a virgin 
patch of rainforest in 
Kaiga in the nearby state 
of Karnataka. Despite 
vigourous protests the 
Department of Atomic 
Energy has started work 
on this site, clearing some 
2,500 acres of pristine 
rainforest. 

In lhis country it is very 
difficult to convince 
people about the nature 
of radiation etc. because 
most are illiterate. A 
good movie would be very 
useful. Does the video 
reviewed in Chain 
Reaction 53, Cold 
Comfort, have anything 10 
do with reactors? If you 
think it is relevant to the 
anti-nuke campaign 
please let me know so 
that I can get it. Suggest 
ant other worthwhile film. 

I look forward to the 
back issues which cover 
the 'nuke industry'. 
Kindly let me know the 
cost of these too. 

Kannan Raveendran 
Tamil Nadu, India. 

-

New Prices 
BACKSTAGE 

The last time Chain Reaction raised its 
prices was mid 1986 when there was an 
adjustment to provide for a six issue 
subscription, changing from four issues. 

We have now decided to convert Lo four 
or eight issues per subscription, and to 
raise our prices to go some way to 
covering costs. The decision to have six 
issues per subscription was based on the 
option of bringing out Chain Reaction six 
times in one year. While we have found 
that there is enough material for six issues 
a year, it is too much for our current 
resources. 

to break up, as Clare and Larry decided to 
move to Adelaide for Clare's studies. 
Eileen was looking forward to having a 
break from Chain Reaction, having worked 
on it for over six years as a volunteer, and 
Ian is going to take advantage of the 
opportunity to get some well paid work. 
The proposal was .put to other Friends of 
the Earth groups around Australia, and so 
far there has been no objection, other than 
from a few non-Friends of the Earlh 
Adelaide people who think we may stir 
things up. 

So rather 
The move is quite exciting, as there has 

~---,l!flll!!ll!ll!!l!l!ll ... !lllmlll ... ..-i!lllml!pm..,.111!1'1 been good 
than have 
subscriptions 
which are 
effectively for 
eighteen 

support already 
from people in 
Adelaide, and 
although many in 
Melbourne will 
miss having 
Chain Reaction in 
their backyard, 
there have been 
promises of 
articles and 
regular contact. 

months, we 
want to move 10 
having one or 
two year subs. 
This is easier 
for most people 
and institutions 
to organise, and 
does not involve 
too much extra 
subs handling 
for us. 

e co cct1ve that produced hain Reaction 
April 1986-January 1989: Ian Foletta, Eileen 
Goodfield, Larry O'Loughlin, Clare Henderson 

We will 
maintain our 
postal address at 
GPO Box 530E, 
Melbourne, 3001 

We are also raising our prices in 
recognition of increased costs. While we 
have been able to reduce production costs, 
printing and materials have increased. We 
also have an ongoing difficult financial 
situation where the magazine is effectively 
subsidised by Friends of the Earth. The 
new prices will reduce this deficit, but we 
are really relying on an increased number 
of subscriptions and Friends of the Earlh 
members to make the magazine financially 
viable. Meanwhile we may have to do some 
fundraising to reduce the gap. 

The new rates will take effec( in 
February 1989, and we will renew all 
current subscribers at the old rate even if 
their subscription is not due for renewal, 
provided that they contact us before the 
end of February. 

New rates: 
Cover price $3 
one year (four issues) $12 
two year (eight issues) $21 
Concession rates 
one year (four issues) $9 
two year (eight issues) $17 
A New Era 
Chain Reaction has been based in 

Melbourne ever since it began in 1975, but 
will be located in Adelaide from lhc end 
of January 1989. The move is only for one 
year at this stage, and will be reviewed · 
later by Friends of the Earth. 

The current collective was going to have 

and will tell you of our actual Adelaide 
location in the next issue. 

An Urgent Appeal 
We feel that the magazine is starting to 

look better, its production still has bumps 
but is generally a lot smoother, and we 
have no difficulty getting promises for 
articles. The only trouble is lhat we arc 
not getting enough subscribers, and 
especially we are not gelling enough 
renewals. 

If you don't like the magazine, tell us. 
Then we can adjust and make sure we 
produce a magazine people want to read. 

If you can't afford a subscription, 
consider a concessional rate. We don't put 
any conditions on eligibility, you decide. 
And since we have now reverted to one 
and two year subscriptions (sec above) you 
can actually be paying out less of a lump 
of money Lo get a subscription. 

And if you've got friends who you don't 
alr.~dy share your Chain Reaction with, 
give them a gift subscription, or get the to 
subsribc. 

We will also send a promotional copy to 
any group's membership if its likely they'll 
find it useful or interesting. Hopefully 
we'll also get at least enough subscriptions 
to cover our postage. 

Chain Reaction needs another 500 
subscribers and a 90 - 100 per cent 
renewal rate to be really viable, and eyery 
little bit helps. 

The Chain Reaction Collective. 
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THERE GoE'S 
MY NEI GH&:JuR 
HARRIE, OJT 
TO HER CAR. 
--v-

SHE WA.VET:;, AT 

.,..,..,. ...... ~ ....... 
f T:ot,{, Le'r ) 
f\: HER WORRY !. 
", You. - ... 

"), 
"',_M.h ..>. 

JOIN FRIENDS OF THE EARTH _______ .....__,J 

• VICTORIA 
Fitzroy: 222 Brunswick St, 
Fitzroy 3065, Ph (03) 419 
8700 
Organic Fruit and 
Vegetable Co-op: 222 
Brunswick St, Fitzroy 3065, 
Ph (03) 419 9926 

• ·NATIONAL 
Chain Reaction: PO Box 
530E, Melbourne, 3001 Ph 
(03)41,9 8700 

• SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA 
Adelaide: 120 Wakefield 
St.Adelaide 5000 
Adelaide University: C/­
Clubs Association, Adelaide 
University, 5000 Ph (08) 228 
5852 
Willunga: PO Box 438, 
Willunga, 5172 
Williamstown: Cl-Post 
Office, Williamstown 5351 

• NEW SOUTH 
WALES 
Blue Mountains: 156 
Megalong St , Leura, 2780 
Newtown: PO Box 169 
Newtown 2042, Ph (02)

1

517 
2139 
Sydney: PO Box A474, 
Sydney, 2001 Ph (02) 211 
3953 

ON'T WAIT FOR 
THE NEXT 

_______ _, 
----- . I rt:,"::1:Sedpie'ase find a cheque ....... . ..... I 

l (Name ),:o-. · · · · · I 
I . . 
I · Address ) .. . ~ 

HAIN REACTION 

SUBSCRIBE $16 0 $12 (cone.) 0 
6 issues 

I . I 
I . . . . . I 
I . (Postcode) · · · · · I 

I * or pay by bankcard: . . ... · I 
I d ) · · I I (Bankcar no . . . . . . . . . . . 

I (Expires) · · · · · · · ....... I 
. . . . . . . ~-o...;:.,·- • I (Signature) .. ··· - __ - - -·---------

Pos t th is fo~m tod.1y tc PO Box 530E Mel bourne 3001 



uiet Fastbuck ! 
and pass the 

Block-out. 

r 




