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FIRE 
INTHE 
RAIN 
THE DEMOCRATIC 
CONSEQUENCES 
OF CHERNOBYL 

PETER GOULD 

Fire in the Rain: The Democratic 
Consequences of Chernobyl 
Peter Gould, Polity Press, Cambridge 
(UK), 1990, 163 pages. Distributed by 
Basil Blackwell through Allen and 
Unwin Australia, $25.95 

Reviewed by Tony Smith. 

The Gulf War has demonstrated many 
things, but perhaps none more effec­
tively than the importance of the media 
and the ease with which powerful 
people can control its output. This will 
surprise nobody but ought to concern us 
all. Efficient and objective reporting 
helps us to learn from our mistakes and 
so avoid repeating them. 

The last decade has seen many great 
disasters. Some, like the Iranian and 
Armenian earthquakes may be dis­
missed as natural disasters. But the 
Bhopal gassing, the Ethiopian famines 
and Bangladesh floods are preventable 
given more responsible actions by 
powerful people. Predictably, these 
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people attempt to avoid the embarrass­
ment of scrutiny, and use this same 
power to suppress criticism. In this 
regard, Chernobyl represents the quin­
tessence of the man-made disaster. 

It took ten days and cost many lives 
to extinguish the Chernobyl fire while 
radiation spread across natural and 
political boundaries as far as Japan and 
the USA. Gould expresses amazement 
that some governments still refused to 
share information with one another and 
with their own populations. 

So Fire in the Rain is a challenge 
because readiness to publicise the book 
may well reflect the openness of the 
local media. In terms accessible to the 
lay reader, Gould outlines the docu­
mented events leading up to the 
explosion, and describes the disaster in 
detail. Even a more technical chapter 
on radiation measurement is com­
prehensible. 

The title reflects two facts about the 
Chernobyl disaster: the nuclear fire 
persisted despite natural conditions, 
and the fallout patterns recorded in 
Scandinavia matched rainfall statistics 
very closely. The sub-title suggests 
political fallout of significant propor­
tions. Fire in the Rain aims to expose 
the obfuscation and equivocation which 
continue to characterise official reac­
tions to the meltdown. Gould's research 
found an inverse correlation between 
the spread of the admission that a dis­
aster had occurred and local 
dependence on atomic power. 

Eastern European governments 
having Soviet reactors under construc­
tion, took the usual 'no news' approach. 
In Poland, which was building a plant at 
Gdansk, information on the iodine 
treatment of thyroids (known colo­
quially as 'Russian Coca-cola') simply 
stopped in December 1986. 

The Western record is hardly better. 
While claiming that there was 'no cause 
for alarm', and that radiation levels 
were not dangerous, authorities 
stopped milk and meat supplies and 
warned that there could be deaths. In 
West Germany, 30 per cent dependent 
on nuclear energy and with an active 
Green Party, information was free, but 
France, which derives 65 per cent of its 
energy from atomic power, denied the 
problem. The Radiation Protection 
Service claimed to have issued 200 bul­
letins on the crisis, but Agence France 
Presse received only twelve. 

In Scandinavia, the difference be­
tween Norway and nearby nuclear 
dependent Sweden was marked. Nor­
way had an 'information storm' and the 
Government placed no restrictions on 
research. In Sweden, however, the ap­
proach was to issue reassurances. 
Dissidents in the Eastern Bloc have 
long consoled themselves that at least 
they know when they are being lied to, 
and reject the idea that we in the West 
should pity them. 

Vladimir Gubaryev's play Sar­
cophagus compares Chernobyl to 5,000 
year old Egyptian tombs. Ironically, the 
Chernobyl tomb which should inter 
forever the nuclear promise, will still be 
available for archaeologists - but 
guarded by a poison curse - in perhaps 
100,000 years. It is a dramatic monu­
ment to our civilisation. 

Other images used by Gould are 
particularly strong. He sees the sciences 
splitting off from philosophy as an 'in­
tellectual fission' and contrasts this 
process with the holistic thinking be­
hind the 'Gaia hypothesis'. Ecologists 
such as Dr David Suzuki insist that only 
by treating the Earth as a single ecosys­
tem is it possible to appreciate the 
enormity of dangers to the biosphere 
posed by events like nuclear mishaps. 

Gould places the disaster into a 
political context. He likens the fallout to 
medical isotopes, because tracing the 
progress of the contamination exposes 
malignancies in the body politic. While 
the establishments of science and 
bureaucracy become defensive and 
covers up errors of judgement, 
democratic governments have a 
responsibility to supervise these closed 
worlds. Events such as Chernobyl cast 
doubt upon this theory. 

Government reactions to crises 
range from suppression, to defining the 
problem away, through belittling critics 
and obfuscation, to creative deception, 
information reduction and use of ag­
gressive public relations programmes. 
Gould accuses 'risk bookies' of using 
statistics to 'thingify people'. It is easy to 
dilute figures, absorb contradictions 
and ridicule dissenters, particularly 
when 'whistle blowers' are dismissed 
and many scientists are locked into their 
careers by thirty years of pleading the 
nuclear case. 

The lies needed by the nuclear in­
dustry are 'dissolving the glue of trust', 
vital in democracies, as people become 

sceptical about statements that "there is 
no cause for concern." Gould con­
structs a scale of cynicism as running 
from micro-, through mini-, to kilo- and 
mega-concern. A concern is "enough 
luminous sheep in the district to 
threaten a marginal seat in an election." 

Despite the thaw in the cold war we 
are still hostage to nuclear weapons; 
despite Chernobyl, the nuclear barons 
continue to insist on the safety of their 
plants and Governments still refuse to 
demand adequate assurances and 
safeguards for the populations they 
claim to represent. This is not the first 
attempt to place Chernobyl into politi­
cal perspective, but it is both 
comprehensive and readable. This is 
fortunate, because the author has an­
ticipated that critical comments on the 
nuclear industry are generally given 
scant and reluctant media attention. It 
will be interesting to observe Australian 
responses to Gould's challenging 
analysis. 

Tony Smith is a regular reviewer for 
Chain Reaction. 

THE 

THIRD WAVE 
USTRALIA 

AND 
ASIAN 

CAPITALISM 

The Third Wave: Australian and 
Asian Capitalism 
by Abe David and Ted Wheelwright, 
Left B.ook Club, 1990, 289 pages, $14.95. 

Reviewed by Margaret Dingle 

This book is a critical discussion of the 
impact of the so-called 'third wave' of 
foreign investment from Asia on the 
lives of working Australians. 

Hardly surprisingly, the book begins available, but David and Wheelwright 
by attempting to define 'capitalism'. As remind us that the Japanese are being 
defined by Wheelwright and David, it is educated to produce and consume (p. 
the control, by those who own the 126). Information industries are boom­
means of production, of those who have ing: one might be tempted to ask 
nothing to sell but their labour. David "Information about what?" While infor­
and Wheelwright further define mation technology can aid our 
capitalism as having originated in four- understanding of the earth and point to 
teenth century Italy. This is curious - ways of solving environmental problems, 
as it excludes the master craftsman, the uncritical acceptance of "information 
merchant or free farmer of the Early for information's sake" must be rejected. 
Middle Ages from the definition of a So must neglect of'low-tech' solutions for 
capitalist. The authors fail to make it environmental problems. 
clear that the opposite of capitalism is The connection between the infor­
not necessarily state ownership of the mation processing industry and 
means of production. increased paper use is brought out, but 

At issue behind such seemingly is this really a necessary connection? 
semantic discussion, is the point that the What happened to the 'paper less 
problem of capitalism is the power it office'? David and Wheelwright later 
confers on the capitalist, not only to discuss unnecessary paper consumer 
control wages and conditions, but to products. I can only agree. David and 
destroy the environment for profit and Wheelwright argue convincingly that 
to subvert democracy. The Third Wave the environment, both natural an d 
concentrates on Asian capitalism, espe- working, is a matter of concern for trade 
cially, but not solely, Japanese unionsandthatpovertyofworkersmay 
capitalism, and shows how it is affecting force them to accept unsafe and en­
and may affect Australia in all these vironmentally unsound jobs and may 
sectors. force countries to accept polluting in-

David and Wheelwright quote Eric dustries. 
Ellis, of the Sydney Morning Herald, to The Third Wave is written from a 
illustrate how the activities of Harris Trade Union perspective: it is the posi­
Daishowa have influenced the political tion of the worker, both Australian and 
process in New South Wales: "The pro- Asian, which is the main concern. Al­
logging war chest of the wood-chip sup- though some forms of 'growth' are 
port group is said to hold over $200,000, challenged - Australia should not be­
when the Unsworth government stood come a quarry and Australians should 
for re-election last year on a conser- not become the lackeys of rich Asian 
vationist ticket, the pro-logging war tourists - the general problem of 
chest helped oust the district's three world-wide pollu t ion fro m 
Labor MPs." humankind's use of resources is not ad-

The threat posed to public educa- dressed in any detail. However if we 
tion and health services by the cannot control the activities of large 
wholesale adoption of laissez faire capitalists within our borders, we can­
economic policies and the dangers to not save our environment. 
national sovereignty of uncontrolled The 17iird Wave is not light reading, 
foreign investment are demonstrated. especially in the early chapters which deal 

The 17tird Wave helps to elucidate with such subjects as the balance of pay­
the connections between the environ- ments, exports and foreign investments 
ment, capitalism and poverty; for but even these chapters are mostly com~ 
example, Japan is conserving its own .., prehensible to people who have never 
forests and cutting down ours - one/ studied economics and who skip the 
might ask, "If we stop them cutting financial pages in the newspapers. In all, 
down our forests will they then go to 17ie 17iird Wave is a worthwhile book 
Brazil?_" Such a question is not el>J)licitly which raises many issues and helps to 
aske_d m the book, but the very com- make us aware of the danger that interna­
plexity of the problem and the many tional capitalism may cause us to lose 
~ssu~s ~aised, prompts the reader to ask control over our economy, political 
1t. Similarly the reader may be tempted processes and environment. 
to admire the way Japanese companies 
are educating their workers, coordinat- Margaret Dingle is a writer who helps 
ing production and making information produce Chain Reaction. 
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Guests of the Nation: The People 
of Ireland versus the 
Multinationals 
By Robert Allen and Tara Jones, 
Earthscan Publications ( through 
Australian Council for Oversesas Aid, 
GPO Box 1562, Canberra, ACT, 
2601), 310 pages, 1990, $25.95 

Reviewed by Ade Peace 

During the late 1950s, the Irish govern­
ment determined to economically 
modernize the country by adopting a 
concerted policy of "industrialization 
by invitation". Presently, after some 
three decades of this program being 
unswervingly adhered to, there are ap­
proximately 850 subsidiaries of foreign 
multinational companies operating in 
Ireland and employing well over one­
third of the entire manufacturing labour 
force. In the collective judgement of the 
country's economic and political classes, 
the policy of placing industrialization in 
the hands of multinational enterprises 
has been an exceptional success so that, 
for example, it is frequently pointed out 
by appropriate spokesmen that in the 
1970s and 1980s the Irish economy has 
grown and diversified at a faster rate 
than that of most other European 
countries. 

In Guests of the Nation Allen and 
Jones detail the other side to this ap­
parent success story, above all the 
exceptional costs which have been 
forced upon predominantly small and 
rural communities who have found 
themselves with an entirely novel and 
most unwelcome class of neighbours. 
For it is these communities which have 
suffered from the intense profiteering, 
the manipulation of political linkages, 
the indifference to health and safety 
standards, and the unashamed decep­
tions which have variously become the 
organizational hallmarks of 
metropolitan-based multinationals 
when located in underdeveloped, 
peripheral locations. Allen and Jones 
provide a number of thoroughly re­
searched and carefully distilled case 
studies, commencing with the 1979 
Bantry Bay disaster when an oil tanker 
exploded at Gulf Oil's Whiddy Island 
terminal, causing fifty lives to be lost 
and incalculable environmental 
damage. 

The major chapters focus on how in 
the late 1970s and 1980s, mainly 
American pharmaceutical and mining 

companies have consistently placed 
their concern for profit ahead of the 
interests and rights of nearby com­
munities. Thus Merck, Sharpe and 
Dohme's chemical factory has had a 
disastrous impact on the livelihoods of 
farming neighbours in County Tip­
perary. Various mining companies -
including Meekatharra Minerals -
seeking lignite, gold and uranium in, 
amongst others, Counties Galway, 
Mayo and Donegal, not only destroy the 
local landscape but leave tailings to 
blow away as dust over farming terrain. 
Raybestos Manhattan attempts to dis­
pose of its asbestos waste whenever and 
wherever (around west Cork) it can; 
and in east Cork, Merrel Dow, a sub­
sidiary of the giant Dow Chemical 
empire, attempts to locate a pollution 
generating chemical factory in the midst 
of one of the most productive dairy 
farming areas in the Republic. 

Regional bodies such as county 
councils have been left with the respon­
sibility of policing the performances of 
such corporations; but for the greater 
part, economic resources and the politi­
cal will have been notably lacking. 
Instead it is the local level action groups 
which have increasingly set about 
monitoring and questioning the perfor­
mances if companies already in place, 
or sought to prevent. their entry al­
together into inappropriate locations. It 
is this dimension of Guests of the Nation 
which makes it essential reading for 
anyone involved in environmental 
politics, for the authors demonstrate ex­
ceptional skill in detailing the successes 
and failures of pressure groups 
generated from within afflicted com­
munities. 

The outstanding chapter of the book 
tracks the attempt by the government's 
Development Authority to establish a 
national toxic waste dump, only to be 
repeatedly challenged by one com­
munity after another. The energy, 
commitment and spirit of these ordi­
nary folk throughout Ireland are 
qualities which, Robert Allen and Tara 
Jones also bring to this splendid book. 
If in 1991 you read no other book on 
environmental politics outside 
Australia, read this one. It is extraor­
dinarily good. 

A.de Peace is a Chain Reaction reader. 

These reviews were prepared by 
staff of the Thebarton Parent­
Child Centre in Adelaide, South 
Australia, after consultstation with 
the one to five year olds in their 
care. There will be more reviews 
next edition. 

It's Mine 
By Rod Campbell, Picture Piper (Pan 
Books Ltd), 1990, $7.95. 

This is an appealing book for children 
aged from 2 - 4. It is a paperback with 
large print and strong coloured pic­
tures. 

This book holds children's interest 
because they are looking for something 
and then thinking of what it could be. 
The story is written to give children a 
hint of what the animal could be. At the 
same time it explains one characteristic 
of each animal. Nine different animals 
are looked at and it gives scope for rein­
forcing children's learning about 
animals and their habits. The pictures 
have clear simple outlines to distinguish 
shapes and the language is simple, with 
"It's mine" repeated. The story works 
up to a climax full of suspense, than 
leaves you with a game to play. 

The book has a strong appeal to 
young children, individually or in a 
group. 

Something Else 
By Wendy Lohse, illustrated by Leigh 
Murrel, The Macmillan Company, 
1989, $16.99. 

It's a story about curiousity, difference, 
acceptance and friendship. I like the 
way Bronwyn says: "I've got something 
else" when it's mentioned that she has 
no legs. This keeps the story interesting. 
.. The illustrations use pastel colours, 

gtvmg a soft look. It is suited for 4 -10 
year-old children. 

Belen Lester 

Pookins Gets Her Way 

Reviews­
children's 

books 
~ 

A ROSE FOR 
PINKERTON 

A Rose for Pinkerton 
written and illustrated by Steven 
Kellog, republished Macmillan 
Children's Books, 1990, $7.99 

Pookins Gets her Way 
by Helen Lester, Macmillan This book seems to have a nice idea 
Children's Books, 1987, $16.95 behind the story; however I feel Steven 

. . ,·, "'Kellog didn't succeed in bringing it out 
A delightful book swtable for the up-to- in this book. 
five years age group. The illustrations The book seems to rely on the il­
~e cle~, well C<?loured and the story lustrations, as there is little in the way of 
~e has Just ~e r~ght amount of repeti- dialogue, yet the illustrations are too 
tJ.on that a child .likes in a story. . cluttered to be able to tell the story 
. Su~ely, Pookins started as a hornble effectively. The characters of a great 

ht~e gtrl but goo~ nature won the day. <lane and a small kitten work together 
This story sho~s ?1 a way eas~y under- nicely but needed more development of 
stood by the litthes that gettmg one's their characters. At tim~s the dialogue 
own way doesn't always work for the seems unsuited for pre-schoolers and it 
best and that it's nice to be nice. doesn't flow. 
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Australian Earth Covered 
Buildings 
S. Baggs, J. Baggs, D. Baggs, NSW 
University Press, $22.00, 1991. 
A comprehensive and well illustrated 
reference book for builders, architects 
and students, which outlines the 
philosophy behind terratecture. It 
makes the case that earth covered 
buildings are more energy efficient, 
and less prone to damage from 
earthquake, wind and fire. A practical 
guide to building - covering regula­
tions, site selection, etc. 
Available from: NSW Uni Press, PO 
Box 1, Kensington, NSW 2033. 

The South Pacific Nuclear Free 
Zone Treaty: A Critical Assessment 
Michael Hamel Green, $15, 196pp., 
1990. 
This study critically assesses the 
limited and selective character of the 
SPNFZ Treaty which came into force 
in late 1986. It outlines how the Treaty 
allows various nuclear activities to 
continue and examines the Australian 
government's motivations in intiating 
the Treaty, and contains an extensive 
bibliography covering 36 pages. 
Available from: Peace Research 
Centre, Australian National University, 
GPO Box 4, Canberra, ACT, 2601. 
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Global Warming in an Unequal 
World: A Case of Environmental 
Colonialism 
A. Agarwa~ S.Narain, Centre for 
Science and Environment, India, 
36pp., January 1991. 
This stimulating booklet presents the 
argument that the United Nations En­
vironment Program.me and World 
Resources Institute have spread disin­
formation about the contribution of 
developing countries to global warm­
ing. It argues that developing 
countries are liable for only 16 per 
cent of C02 emissions, contrary to the 
claims of 48 per cent. Suggests a case 
of politics masquerading as s'cience. 
Provides detailed statistical evidence. 
Available from: CSE, F-6, Kai/ash 
Colony, New Delhi-110048, India. 
Price on inquiry. 

Recolonisation: GATT, the 
Uruguay Round & the Third World 
C. Raghavan, US$19 (surface), US$24 
(air), June 1990. 
The only book available on the GA TI 
trade negotations which approaches 
the subject from a Third World 
perspective. It points out what is real­
ly at stake for the environment and 
people of the Third World, and makes 
a seemingly dry, and irrelevant subject 
accessible. Crucial reading. 
Available from: Third World Network, 
87 Cantonment Rd, 10250 Penang, 
Malaysia. Send bankdraft I 
international money order. 

Global Wanning: Actions for Control­
FOE Sydney Greenhouse 
Research Report No. 2 
Ted Floyd, 24pp., $4 ($1 postage), 1990. 
Presents details of eight possible com­
plementary strategies to combat the 
global warming. Appendices provide 
detailed calculations of the C02 
reduction benefits from simple chan­
ges around the home - guaranteed to 
convince the hardened cynic. 
Available from: FoE Sydney, PO Box 
A474, Sydney, NSW2001. 

What Works: A Bibliography of 
Apparent Success Stories in 
Environmental Management 
Compiled by Susan Noalani Terry, 
World Resources Institute, Jan.1991. 
A working bibliography which focus­
ses on case studies from developing 
countries since 1985. It includes some 
examples of failure that are useful as 
discussions of criteria for viable 
projects. 
Available from: World Resources 
Institute, 1709 New YorlcAve. NW, 
Washington DC 20006, USA. Free to 
Third World NGOs. 

Protecting the Tropical Forests: A 
High Priority International Task. 
Gennan Bundestag (ed.), 1990, 968pp., 
(pb). 
This lengthy government report con­
tains the usual scenario of dissenting 
reports, however, in contrast to the 
usual turgid format, it is well laid out 
with excellent colour illustrations, 
charts and diagrams. It gives much in­
formation not widely available 
elsewhere, such as charts giving the 
composition of the ITIO (Internation­
al Tropical Timber Organisation), 
and the internal organisation of the 
UNEP and World Bank. It has a mas­
sive bilingual bibliography. 
ISBN. 3-924521-62-X. 

ENVIRONMENT l 
AND , 

PLANNING : _ _. 

An Australian Dictionary of 
Environment and Planning 
Alan Gilpin, Oxford University Press, 
271 pp. (hb ), $60, 1990. 
This dictionary has more than 1000 
entries with 24 tables and 41 drawings. 
It contains definitions of environmen­
tal terms and terms of interest to 
environmentalists, from algicide to 
Windscale. Australian government en­
vironment and planning bodies are 
listed and explained. Major overseas 
environmental disasters and interna­
tional bodies and conferences are 
included. It has a useful list of all 
relevant Commonwealth, State, and 
Territorial legislation and an extensive 
bibliography covering 40 different sub­
ject areas. 

Lessons of the Rainforest 
Ed. Suzanne Head, Robert Heinzman, 
Sierra Club Books, San Francisco, 
US$14.95 (pb), 1990. 
This book contains 24 papers dealing 
with the issue from a variety of 
perspectives - economic, biological, 
ecological, legal, activist, and 
anthropological, by leading commen­
tators such as Bruce Rich, Vananda 
Shiva and Frances Moore Lappe. 
ISBN 0-87156-682-6. 

Scratch! A Scrapbook of 
Radical Cartooning in 
Australia 
Edited Heinrich Hinze., 36pp. $4 per 
issue, (biannual). 
A magazine for cartoonists who draw 
cartoons for the peace and environ­
ment, womens' and gay liberation 
movements, aboriginal movement, 
solidarity organisations, workers in 
struggle, community health and wel­
fare organisations. It is a good way to 
get in touch with cartoonists and con­
tains recent examples of cartoonists' 
work, articles and interviews. 
Available from Labour Studies 
Resource Centre, GPO Box 498, 
Adelaide, SA, 5001. 

Films and Videos for a 
Sustainable World : 
The Video Project, 1991. 
The latest catalogue from this non­
profit organisation contains 40 new 
releases, and lists 130 films on critical 
global environmental issues. It in­
cludes a 22-video set of post-Glasnost 
documentaries, including uncensored 
comment on the state of the environ­
ment in the Soviet Union. 
Available from: 5332 College Ave., 
Suite 101, Oakland, C4 94618, USA. 

Green Revolutions: Environmen­
tal Reconstruction in Eastern 
Europe and the Soviet Union 
Hilary French, Worldwatch Paper 
No.99, Worldwatch Institute, 
Washington DC, USA, 62pp., 
US$4/£2.75, November 1990. 
This is a collation of information on 
the state of the environment in the 
Eastern Bloc and makes the predict­
able suggestion that the only solution 
to the appalling environmental 
problems of the region is a dose of 
free market economic policy. 
ISBN 1-878071-00-9. 

Global Forest Resources ,·, .. 
Alexander Mather, Belhaven Press, 
London, 34Jpp., £29.95 (hb). 
A comprehensive and scholarly over­
view of the state of the world's forests, 
this book is written from a historical 
and geographical perspective and 
rejects the view that forest manage­
ment is a purely technical issue. It 
Stresses that the solutions lie in the 
areas of politics and economics. 
ISBN 1-85293-055-1 

Australian Rainforest Memorandum 
Ed. Rainforest Infonnation Centre, Inc., 
36pp., $7.00 (inc. postage), March 199 J. 
Endorsed by 36 organisations, this 
concise document comprehensively 
details Australia's involvement in rain­
forest destruction. It makes a large 
number of positive recommendations 
to government about what should be 
done. Well referenced, it puts the gut­
siest arguments all in one place, and 
should prove an invaluable aid for 
anyone campaigning on behalf of the 
rainforests. 
Available from: RIC, PO Box 368, 
Lismore, NSW 2480. Cheaper price for 
bulk copies. 

Once is Not Enough: A Recycling 
Policy for FoE UK 
45pp., 1990. 
This document clearly yet briefly lists 
the present options, and answers. It 
gives useful UK figures on percent­
ages recycled relative to other nations. 
Available from: FoE UK Publications 
Dept., 26 Underwood St, London NJ 
7JQ, England. 

The Macmillan Dictionary of the 
Australian Environment 
David Meagher, 366pp, $29.95, 1991. 
Printed on recycled paper, the diction­
ary contains more items ( 6000) than 
the above, more briefly explained. 
The emphasis is more scientific and 
less on government bodies and 
schemes with the focus on the natural 
environment. 
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Environmental 
News Digest 

Environmental 
News Digest 

En1.1ironmC'ntor 
Neu.s Du:eit ·\ nnuaJ -SUBSCRIBE! 

ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS DIGEST 
BULLETIN ( 6 ISSUES A YEAR) 

LEADING ENVIRONMENTAL 
NEWS IJULLETIN FROM THE 

ASIA PACIFIC REGION. 
This is an extremely useful news bulletin which is a compilation of news 

and articles taken from over 300 international periodicals and magazines on 
development and environment, with special emphasis on Third World issues . 
The news are condensed/summarised and categorised under 14 different 
sections for easy reference - pollution, natural resources, energy, economics, 
legislation, management, multinationals, health, wildlife, agriculture, toxic 
chemicals, working environment, disarmament, and urban environment. Each 
issue is 60 pages and also contains several full-length features articles, 
photographs, cartoons, illustrations and charts etc. This bulletin is suitable for 
organisations, institutions and libraries as a comprehensive reference 
document. This END is also useful to concerned individuals and researchers 
who do not have the time to read all the major environment/ development 

periodicals available or the money to subscribe to all these periodicals. The subscription rate for a year 
is US$40/ (by airmail) OR US$30 (oy seamail). All payments to: SAHABAT AlAM MAIAYSIA/ 
Friends of the Earth, Malaysia, 43, Salween Road, 10050 Penang, Malaysia. A small donation to 
support the work of this non-profit environmental conservation organisation will be greatly appreciated. 

Note: Due to the expensive bank commission levy on overseas cheques, please try to send all 
payment to us by BANK DRAFT/ INTERNATIONAL MONEY ORDER. 

Social Cbange 
Tool; for the 
90s 

This quarterly subject index to over 
200 publications will be an invaluable 
tool in your study of social change. So 
ask the folks at your library to 
subscribe to the Alternative Press 
Index, if they don't already. 

Directory of Alternative & Radical 
Publications: $3 

-·1 ... 

For more information write: 
Alternative Press Center 
P.O. Box 33109 
Baltimore Maryland 21218 
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