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OLDER WOMEN AND POOFTERS 
Finally, iE you are unfortunate enough to land i.n County Cour~, when empan­
elling your jury, it might be wise to' take note of the !-a~er s observation, 
based on fairly considerable experience, about 1:°1sympatnet~c ~urors. He thinks 
that middle-aged women are particularly susceptible to bel1ev1n~ the "evcry­
homosexual·-is- a~-chi ld-molester" myth ... and that if we want to direct our en­
ergies iuto one crucial aspect of public. con~ciousn.e.ss-raising, th~n that_ 
may be j_t. If we can collate the research which shows the numbe: of child ·­
molesters to be pro'port:i.onately no greater among homosexuals tb.c1.n anxmg het 
erosex.u.aJ.s, he thinks that barristers would readily use it as part of a ~e-

f l a Better still if some of those anlent students of homosexuality ence p -a. - · , . . h · t-
in Sociology Departments were to start wn.ting research,papers on t e irra 
ional phobias towards homosexuals of middle-aged women. ·~ l,r'"""' M,s,-, fv'~,ep,Jt,,Hu 

Dear Gay Liberation Newsletter$ 

I would like· to draw your. at tendon to this oa..r:toon as a way of arguin~J with ideasi 
conta.ined in the 1.ast pa_ra.gra.ph of "NotE.·S Fz·om the Discussion With t:he Lawyer Who 
Represent€Jd the Two M.m Recently Prosecuted for Private HorrosexuaJ Acts" by Gary 
Jaynes (May issue). 

WUOSf.' 1-'A.UlT 1S JT? 

As !JOU w:ill r,,:,e, .it is ahout the inf.lict.ing of the official ut.i.lita_rian values of 
this c.:ultu.n= un :::h.Udren, Jn whi.ch the source of these values i s po;r:trayed as a middle 
aged wom~n teachrr. Now it .i s the class o.E men who define, legislate and control the 
inst.i tut ions of this cv.l tw:c , not the class of women. While it is unfortunately true 
that worr11-·n and ,)tlk·r oppressed c.l asses (b11t particularl:J women, .for f.,xample as mothers) 
an~ 1.J.sed to t1·,.rnsm1t and e11forc.-:.' cu.ltura1 vcdues that a.re not in their interests, 
hut they sti. l .1 do not dif.ine th<:m, are mJvertheless punished _for deviat.ing from 
them and an.• t.J,r:;n-, foL·e oppressed by them. 

Wht1 thvn if-i ct.,.-:, cespoa;:;~ibil.i u; for oppressive institutionalised ideas attributed 
wrongly by the cartoonist? Perhaps: 

. careles.sncs.s, confusion, stupidity; inab.ility to S(..>e t:he wood for the tree? 

fe~ of attacking directly the real source and uphol.ders of these ideas? 

preference for blaming someone other tl2an the source of the ideas? 

It is not necessary to wai. t for "ardent students of llomosexual.i ty in Sociology Depart­
ments. . . to sta.rt w.ri t.ing research papers" to .beg.in working out what you call the 
"irrational phobias" of m.i cldle-aged women towards homosexuals. (S.ince the article 
dealt with male horrv.,;;exuals, and there is no indication that "ho1rosexuals" in this 
context .incl.udes woven, .r assume that you are ta.lkJ:11g only about attitudes of middle­
aged women to male homosexuals .) 



-6-

Perhaps t~V.itltJ to ~ns,,,r;,~r some o;f these questions m.igl::t help youz· an.alys1.a: 

• Why, if rn.i.d,lle-aged women tend t:o hav(, "ix.i-atl(wal phobias" about (male) /)0Mi)t1exual£-:, 
do they ha.ve · tlu?;n? i.e. ,-,hat: object.ive circumst<"lncos mi ght just.ify titl.6 IIU'bjfbctivelg? 

• WI-ie.t rrJ~ht be the source.1 o.f these .ideas, bel.iefs, intu1. d ons, pi:ejuilices? Who e.lse 
bc.,i. ::.1:1 tl~:::;:J? What autl;ori t1.1 .tia.clr..<:: them? Do midd.le-aged 1mn:en bold tlwm more fiJ;m!y 
t:han ; ::r ,~,.r women c.nd a.U ;a:.m, and i.f sor;-~? 
Willlt a.J.. ,r .-~.e Df.J~: -::~!> o.f homosmcual oppression? Wh<lt <"I.re tho so,~1::;,;e.s •,f t:Iw o ppres!'lion 
Q{ women, middle-aged or otherwi1u1? What: is pa.1:t:icular t o tl:!i:· opp.1.·,w~:=cn or .m:iud.Ie­
aged women? DQes the opp1·es.siorJ of 12Rrrosexuals J-ia.ve a.nytliing .in co;r;.11<;,Jt) with the opp-

·rta11t,.i.(m o .f (mi.ddle-a.ged) women? If so what:? 

• rt 11tiddle-aged women exp:r.:c1-stl. and act on id&as opp:i:ess.ive to male ho~uals w~re 
do H.1e~·:1 i,,.,: ,.:. come from and in whose inte1:ests are they? ilnrl do mc,J.,p homosexuals 
a).,?C• ei-: ,::r'.·fr, , <.a1,'rl '14C"i: on :lcfoa.s oppxe.ssive to women, ar:.d to middle-aged 1110men spec­
it.;!.'~~-?. J. ,;-:> 

As a rv/·: · ... ? 1:. • ,nu, ;_n.q these qu~stlons I ofi"cr the following quote frO'llJ. ';!'}.-(; r a:·e Atkin­
son':,• (( ·· 'r.·: ·':;_'.-:.~. ···:: ::..i..· rt:•s from a chapter ca.llec1. "'l'he o.lder. r--10111.ari: A t}C~.i<.-:-'-~ i .~ of 
U}S:SiJi:':i ·. 

~--:~,. ' "J~. . · n. i £.J on 01? r olde.t· ivonllttl' .i s wc:nr,an" • •• 

" "' · :·,11. • ./ c; .;-, .. ly put, means 'garbage', waste. it1oma.n i.s 'potcrit;i,.-'(l'. Ti:'? t-i.lder 
r-.1,·-. - r, · ;:, <;1.. potential' . A contra.diet.ion? Not if you und1.;;:x.sl:,we: :';],,"": 1-,;;;a1n.ng 
(.' .( 'X) ··,,a , . :al . 

'" k ~- :::,.1... ·,_, means 'not actualized', tnon:?xi.stent'. The non-o.!dt!r ~.:n>ia;.l has 
'Jx-,1;d • . .n mr.1y still l>e used. ~"!he o.lder ,'<'oman is use-.I<~f;s, paiit ,,.\,J ~X))'JSi b-
ili.ty o - .... :·.'J . She is no J.onger .in dange.r of, iia.s lost tl!e 'oppt~L:·1-uni.1,.]' of, 
l.>e:.:. ; ::1 1, ~· .c .£ tiuall.y :z:aped by o.ne man. Tr":1 older. woman is gu,'A.,;;ant,~·t~d :rdVdgement 
by ·tlw ,1i,._--;J.e t'ucki.ng system. 

"The older. cv0man no l.onga:r has poten'tia.l. She's llad it. Ox :ra.th61.· she can no 
longe.c l~VC;__ Lt. The older i,.,oman has ha.d it. She is-a stockpil.e of losses, a 
walk.ing :1isto.,:y of lost potentials. She should, . of course, ha,,!? tr.,c qood taste 
to .1.i.e dmvn and die, like a lady. Be thdt as .it lllcllJ, for Jx~i:hH' c.t: .;.,v· 1v-or.se, 
the 'oldei.· woman 1 li.,,mgs· d.n. And I sag, 1 As 1.ong as ~,e 're golrlg tu hang in, we 
might as cv-ell hang~!.. too.'" 

Also from t:he s ame book, .in a chapter (Ja,lled 'Ind:i. vi dual. ResJxmsibi.J..t t~ and Human 
,Opp~SISQion: (Includ.ing Some Notes on Prostitut-i on. and Porn.oqrr.tphy) ': 

.. 2.'ho male-feroale class division is generally ag.reed to be the J:$. .fSt cl,-1.ss 
di vi."'.ion in socit.ity. Some group of indi v.iduals were assigned ,>JC>Ji;{_• a:r.tific1al 
set o.f tasks - la.ter to be designated as a 'r.ole'. This af.>'sumpt:.i<:m, i'J-.iat th,e 
rriale·- ::en.a..1o div.is.ioa was the fi.l'St major rl.as~ ditrision,. al.so suq,:p~st2 tha.t 
the 7:li'l..le·-fema.ie J.i. ·r.isio11 i.s thc1 model. for l.uman oppression. Tlm,';l r L..he fa.ct: 
t:h~t; 0.::.1: opprest:.,ion has nevex been fundr1me.ntal.ly changed i.s sigrd.:fic.:tnt for 
~!.£!: :_xopla. Ilist=oi:y l"Jea.rs this out • •• 

"Naw .. i £" as al.I .fominist g1 --Jups hold, women rv:e oppressed as a ~J!_, then 
'tl'J .s ,_: ,'J.ss-oppression can only be broke!}_ .in class terms, 

"Wh,:: ': [o.1.Iows from tile assumptio.n t.h.:,t women are a cle.ss,. and t:Jw.t they are 
oppx ,· r:;sed is tlla.t some other c.laos is do.irig the oppressing. SJ.nC'$ t11,?re i.':l 
o.nl!/ 11..0 orller class :!:._i:t_ t hat u,."1iverse. (the universe of sex o].a,s.s.~:c) ,FtL."»ly 

1!1£:.JJ. 1 71Ptl must be oppressiJlg women. This is not to say U-,at: men #)11:-0 i · .. ,::r-ins­
icaJ. J..,, t:h.0 enemies o.f won:-en, anymore than when tho Germans invaded FJ:,~. nce 
.it ;;.:::: 1c,n e .-r.·al.lg held ··that th0 Ge.rmans ~vere the nat:ir~l enemies ~'l.f t:h~ ·· .F.n,mal). 
It (;, .. e .:;; meaJ.l however, that when tbe pub] .ic palicyotone group :h; to o.~.x,idge 
the : i -Jln'::c.: of anothe2· ., · it i.s prudent of tlK' victim to take certa..ir1 r-:·ecaution­
measal\35, such a.s keeping 1.:abt; on t:he agents and wearing l>ullot-~pi.·oof vests 
whi.le in tlleir company. The alterna.dve .is deat.h." 

If 9011.'re going to £.ire, aim .st.r:iight . 

Vi rgi ni. a Fraser. 
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NONE~ARE' ~ 11' HYPOCRI.f.>Y 

"John, Otl4 of our memh'rs ., was aslu:.:d. to go home to bed the othe.r rlay by a ,cU'.'.'lltsh 
profer..;sianal ~'.~y c,rlJ,.i said he was '1eerGtn.ry to a st.at& Liberal MP, .Io~.n to~e .. : QA it1t­
ere~t in p¢')iti;;:~,: and knew that the IBan ' s .boss was one of the Li;<, 1 

11 , - ,Ji.. n.utori®s 
poofter..ab,~4-rs. 'Why") said J ohn innocently, 'your boss gave tt v .~n~l,=.111:: sp•eda. .... 
ainst h~'t!',X-ual law reform. at thi.z la2,t r..lbt-=:ral Party State Gonfere.,1,. et, 'Y~s*, s-1.d 
the aecr~tflil'Y, 'so did I' . u 

The sum.e t~fH.1e of t. h.is1 newsletter contaJ.nH a Vfn·y int:r:reating report of v·wltinc~ · ... 
(verbal,. Aud phjs .' ·.:~l) done to homosexuals and women at l~r iGba.ne' :, Lab,,r i., .".-y :~~:'..rch!' 
with <%ti opr:·~" :. . t t ,-" .: t .: Mr. R. J. Hawk•2 accusing the Trades ;md Labor Co:..n.:..:U o ~ ·~-..ate~ 
o.rict:tl1.y ~::,· .i:J >i c;' ; t he \lam.en's and Gay Liberation g1:oups permi.3si.on to take purt in. 
the i.w:rd,. -~ .::nd .:.:hallenglug Mr Hawke':~ public t aunts; " •• yoli 1 Ve never had it so good •• " 
A copy is available on the Centre noticeboard. 

C.A.E. TO REPfAT 11 UNDERSTANDJNG HOMOSEXUALITYn ·------ -.. ·-···--·.,· .. ---~· ·-----.... ·--· __ ,_,_.._ _____________ ,.. __ ~ ___ .,._. __ 
The l'O ""c,•k :h ·ci.'. ..-;:~i on series) "IJNOERSTANl1.tNG HOMOSEXUALITY"~ :;ponsored by the Council 
for AJu :~ ~·1~~~ ri on~ was extremely well recei ved. A letter from the part1cip~·:t5 re­
comtnen,·'·; .- . :. ,J. i -:~11e series be repe"1ted has been succ.;essfu1. Th'i:; time l t \fl n be at 
Monash · ': i ·i .·f~rs ( ty, starting ·in 3rd term. 

The ser l ~5 ( ttracted a range of homosexuals and nonhomosexuals (including a parent 
of a hon.~<;, · ·wd). The final session was built around role«p1 ayin9 some typ ical ly 
difficu'l~, . ,·;i'acinns for homosexuals e.g. coming out with parents - and was thought 
to be esrr; ' a1 !y vc1. 1uab1e. 

Les'ley Re "i,.,; : . conveni ng the Monash series and wou1d like to hear from ·interested 
people as ~ 1n as possible. Phone Lesley at work: 541 <·2505 or at home: 754·-5145. 

MONASP_ GA': LLB 

Mon~ :11 \.Tn:Lv ersity G3y Lib.aration has n:·-g:rouped 1'1.ac.1 is l n the process of planning 
pol.it:! co.I .'.ind social acUvitics. Me etings ar~ held fortnightly, usually Wednesday 
lunchtime, but check teh Activities sheet and the Gay Lib board. 

LESBIAN FEMINIST GROUP 
About a month ago a group of women met at thP 1·iomen I s Centre and deci dec1 to form 
an open Lesbian fem'inist group to cover va ,·ious activities - e .. g. rnl ·: ·f; ,,,:,d iH .. : ion, 
C.R., social activities, support groups, Lesbian theatre etc. Meet'in;s ar~ on 
TrlURSDAYS, 7.30 p.m. at the Women's Centre. r·or infornution contact Jen & Carol 
347-5076, Ann & Jenni 347-4653, or Women's Centn~ 347-11564. 

"SAPPHO SPORTS" ---~---------· 
The reformed "Sappho Sports" -· a group for yo1mg gay women -· meets on Saturdays at 
1. 30 at Women rs Centre!l for di::~cuss1on a.nd. counselling. 
Contacts: Bev H: 783-2135 Sue T: 94-6656 

MELP WITH !:!OMEN 1 $ CENTRE CHILD CARE ARRANGEMENTS NEEDED -----··---- . -..-----···---~· ··-~---~-·-----··-------·---.... -~- -.----~· - ... ----p----· 
~Jomen 1 s C::,-,',.·e ;mep'le despe rately r.eed child care for Genera'! Meetings (2-5, Jst Sat. 
and 3rc: s~ :') . fo the month) preferably somewhere away from th1:~ Centre. Any ~s 1r1tkthetic 
capat:1e r·e0p12 (men included) who could look after drildren or transport thei11 tL, where 
there is someone who can, please contact the Co-ordinating Committee (347-1564). 
Regulars or casua1s welcome, 

WOMEN AND MADNESS CONFERENCE -----·-··--------~.~ -
Feminist Conference on women and m.adneirn on the 9th & 10th Aug, at Public Lecture 
Theatre, HcJ.hourne Uni vend ty. Di.s<.:ussion, talkR, f .i.lms & poetry to covec: 
What is w 0m1211 is "mad111ess"? 
How do wou:.eri i;et into instftutior.s a.nd how can they get ont'? 
What femini st. nlternad.vl~~; are tht::i-c to drugs; E.D.T • • aversion therapy etc? 
Sexuality & Sani!;y. Worn.en & Drugs . Psycho:-:;ur.gery, Housewjfe n~urosts a.nd "the suburban 
concentration camp". Had women in hi.story eLc. 

ALL (& only) WOMEN WELCOME (one plenary sr?.s si.on ava:i'J.,; .i , for men on Sun. morning). 
N.B. Discussion groups at the Health Colle c t ive., c.,1ery 21td Thursday, 8 p.m. 
Contact Janet 484-556 or Virginia, 148 Gatehouse St, Parkv:ille, 3052. 
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