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Cthe prﬁviuuﬁ newsshe - gnd brought in ﬁﬁly about $80 {(c.f., $150 last party). Zeill
we don't measure fﬂ% suceess just in dollars, and it wasg eyvill g good wight most of
us felt. The parvivion in the Centre has mﬁut it peossible to create an alternative
atmogphere for thosze who want a break fyom wmusic and dancipg. We had s vange of gay
books from International Bookshop on sale whish wany people secmed to appreciate.
Many thanks té the people from International. : /

1£ vou think the pnewssheet (at least) is worth g we'd be glad to receive
your donmation. Alsu if you think this newssheet is pfﬁ.t« and prose-haavy, we'd be
glad to utilize the skills of any volunteering graphic artist or poet.
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I¥F YOU CAN HELP DISTRIDUTE POSTERS FGR,THE "PRE-CONFERENCE PARTYY {Aug. 9th) PLEASE
CONTACT THE CENTEE.

BEPORET FROM THE CAY 115 COUNSELLING GRiR
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Since the last newssheet, we have met with
Group to discuss, among other thing, our crifs

iety Flve's Advisory & Referral
; or veferral of people to Societyw
Filve, and Socisiy Five's appreoach to the counsslling « &1, QLP1ym Clark spoke
aboul the pecessity to provide the npanLuniﬂg of women counselling women, and
provided leads to facilitate that : . .

In response to the ewssheat for lpformation about social da*nga
in Melbourne, we werc 5 , 11l with a represantative of The Sslon, a private
goeial clube for male homos Pmuaﬁg “run oa the lines of an established gentlemen'
club'. This seeting turned up much interesting information, wot only about The Salon;
but the whole netwoerk of pyivarve clubs for h@m@@eﬁuaié in Malbourne. Move aboul that
tun a future newslenter &) qiqo vffered advice on planning Gay (ib scclal funch-
ions so as pov ko clasl 12" om the Gay Social Calender.

SERARING ENGAGEMENTH

the last 7 wonbhs Gay Lib

with Warrdgal Apex Club,
gramme, Flamington Highg a fo
Warrnambool Collepe of Advance
Institute of Technolog:
ing group.

If vou would = : wwolved in these ities, and would prefer a "“gentle
fntroduction’, why not arvange ﬁm come along whaen theve are & or 5 of us in force.
You don’t have to be a "good gpeaker” to be useful. The most useful sessions, we've
mostly foundd, are those whare the atmosphere iz relaxed eunough, and the group small
encugh, £or pocp discuss freely what's on their winds, vakher than be talked az.

Anyope intevested should conbact the Cent ‘
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] of Technology, Caulfield
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Dear Friends,

At the present time Kep Enderby, Member for A.0.7. is congidering putting
before the QP Legislative Assembly a Homosexual Rights BLll.

&5 gou a1l know, the Australilsn dovernment hasg rassed 3 motion in Pesvour
of deleting hompsexuallty from the Criminal Code. This moticn can only be praa&icallw
applied in the Territorieg under direct dustralian Govermment control. The effect
therefore, of Endexrby's Bi (11 is ko make Law In the A.C.T. what ls at the moment only
an expression of the Parliament‘®s opinion.

ue to the cm¥ran# political climate, Fnderly Is hesitant to put the
Bill before the House unless he is convipnced of wide communi ty support for this move.
Baturally opposition will come frow such bowophobic eslements Iin the community, as
the Fegtival of Light. These pecple are capable of an effective opposition.

XYt is up ta us to give Endsrby and the Bill the support it needs. Leg-
@l @atinn in the &.C. %, could wall lead to similar in 1Eives Iin the states.

Please write or telegramme your support as soon as posgible to Parlia«
ment House, Canbgrra. Encourage ygour members to do the same on an individusl hagig,
A concerted effort on our part may achieve something really concrete towards hmo-
sayual law reform.

Yeurs, in solidarity,
Laurie Bebbington,
Women's Oifficer,
A5,

13th June, 1975

SEE "POST SCRIPT ON A.C.T, LAW REFORMY, PAGE 12,

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY

4 BILL FOR AN ORDINANCE

Relating to Sexual Behaviouy by Pergons of Highteen Years of Age or More

LAW REFORM (BEXUAL BEHAVIOUR) ORDINANCE 1975 ' ' &
i. This OQrdinavce mav be cited ag the Law Reform (Sewual Behaviour} Orvdinance 1975,
2. i) In this Grdimance — |
"commita" includes attempts to commit, and "eommission” has a corrvesponding meaning;

“Orimes Act” mesns the Crimes Ack, 1900 of the State of New South Wales in its
applicgation to the Tervitory.

11) ¥Yor the purposes of this Ordinance, two pevsons are related to each other only

if ome 18 the mother, sister, daughter, granddaughter, father, brother, son or grand-
son of the other, whether the relatdonship is of th half-blood or the full-blood

or 18 pot traced through lawiul wedlock. ‘

3. 1) Subject to this Ordinance, & person who, with the comsent of another person
{whether of the ssme or diffevent gex}), commits an act of a sexual nature upon or
with that pewson is vot, by reason only of the commission cof that act, gullty of
an offence.

11)  Sub-scction 1) does not apply where a person commits an act upon or with -
&) a8 person to whom he is related; or
b) a person whe has not attaived the age of 18 vears.

4. 1) 'The consent of a person is mot eifective for the purpose of section 3 1f the
congent is induced by weans of a thuvest, by force, by weavs of a false pretence
or pepresentation or by the use of lvieowicetiag Liguor ovr a drug.
i1} The consent of a person of wsound mind 1s sot éffective for the purpose of
section 3 Lf the person to whowm Lt is gilven knows, or has reason Lo suspectk, that
the flrst-mentioned person is of unsound wmind. :




5. A person charged with an offence against section 79, 80 or 81! of the Crimes Act
shall not be convicted of the offence unless it is proved that the person upon
whom the alleged offence was committed -

a) did mot consent to the commission of the offence:
b} had sot attained the age of 18 years; or
¢} was related to the defendant.

6. Proceadings in respect of an offence againut section 79, 80 or 81 uf the Crimes
Act shall not be instituted after the expiration of 8 period of 12 monthe aftay
the date on which the offence was committed,

7. 1) Bubject to sub-section (2), this Ovdinasnce has effect notwithstapding any other
Ordingnce, any vregulations made under an Ordinance or any Act of the State of New
South Wales in ite application to the Territorvy.

ii) Nething in this Ordinance affects the liability of a person to be prosecubed
for, and convicted of, an offence sgainst the Offences Ordinance 1930-1970.

# Notified in the Australian Government. Gazetbe.

- August National Conference

411 homosexuals are Invited to payticipate in the National Homosexual Conferengs
heing held at Melbourse University Unton on August 16, 17, The idea for the conferw
ence grew out of the need for homosexuals in Australia to come together in ovder to
discuss our experiences of oppressicn and car possible actions toward libegaiion.

Homogexuals need to evolve a new perspective on our situation in 1975 and consider
pogsible alternatives toward sction. The conference is primarily for homosexuals,
and it is hoped that homosexuals frem all walks of 1ife will attend.

There'll be small group workshops and plenarv sessions, speakouts azod special worle-
shops ~ all desigpned, hopefully, to encourage homesexuals to contribute thelr exper-
jence and thoughts. Papers are now being invited and will be clrculated to s8ll people
who registerx. Papers will also be on sale at a laber date.

Registrations for the confzvence close on Aupgust lst. Plesse contact Laurie Bebb~
ington at the Australian Union of Students, 97 Drummond $t, Carltoen (347-7433) for
further details and vegistrartion forms. :

BILLETING: Many Incerstate registrants neead somewhare to stay for the Friday, Satur-
day and Sunday nights of the Conference. Flease countact Laurie (above} if you can
accommodate delegates.

CULTURAL ACTIVITIES: The organizing collective plan to liven the confevence with
poster and graphic dieplayvs of past homosexual sciblvitcies and works. Yiease contact
Laurie {(above) if you czn loan or domare posters to the Conference.

Several performances by theatre gyoups and individuals ave planned to take place
during the Conferepnce. Flease contact Laurie {sbove) 1f you cen assist with them or
would like to arrvange or stage a cultural activity. People interested in doing so
are asked to come along to the next Collective meeting (Friday, July 25th at 7.30 p.s.
lndergraduate Lounge, Melbourne Dniversity Union)

FURTHER 'INFORMATION: Ron Thiele 347-7433

'''' Gay Fitzrot

An issaé of the local poetry magazine, FITIROP, has beun telkod aboul and "planned®
as a GAY issue. I had hoped that it be possible to publish 1t te coincide with the
Gay Conference this Auvgust but so fer I doubt it,

’However, anybody wishing ta contribute poetry, SHORT prose, black & white graphics
(including photography}, and in collating ete. please contact me at:

61 Coppin 5%,
Richmond, 3121
(or plone mwe at 51~3661, exh. 25}

The contributions hopefully will deal with being Gay, the future of being Gay ete,
although i do expect some to deal with heing "canp”. Other sexual " prosoriptionsg®
will also be considered and that may well be the title. "PROSCRIPIIONS?Y Work wiil
be accredited if so desired, if not, it will remgin anonymous.

William Arnold
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OLDER WOMEN AND POOFTERS

éé
Finally, if you are uniortunate enough to land in County Gourf, when empiu-
elling your jury, it might be wise to' take note of the lawyer s observat o:,k
based on fairly comsiderable experience, about unsympathetlc 4urors. Ee thinks
that middle-aged women are particularly susceptible to beLiev1n§ the "every-
homosexualwis~érchi1d~molester" myth...and that if we want Fo direct our en-
ergies into one crucial aspect of public consciocusness-raising, then thig
may be it. If we can collate the research which shows the pumber of child- )
molesters to be proportionately no greater among homosexuals than among‘het
érosexuals, he thinks that barristers would readily use it as part of a qe—
fence plea. Better still, if some of those ardent students of homosexuellty_
in Sociology Departments were to start writlng researchxpapers on the irrat
ional phobias towards homosexuals of middle-aged women, €3 fram Moy Mewsh

Dear Gay Liberation Newsletter,

I would like'to draw your atteniion to this cartoon as a way of arguing with ideas
contained in the last paragraph of "Notes From the Discussion With the Lawyer Who
Represented the Two Men Recently Frosecuted for Private Homosexual Acts” by Gary
Jaynes (May issue).

WHOSE FAULT 1S IT?

THAT %, ERCEPT :
Ten ECRTY-THREE, fouk vommuria. EvinTES < Lok
IR ERACTLY TWO MiNUTES TOUR FLEDGLIRG REREL! ATTM
TiL RING THE YOUR IKCIPIE KT auo
FAREY BELL AND BOAT-RACKER ¢ e
T“!Y1L ALL THEYLL TRY To NAMES, Anb
DTARD sTILL S Kovg ALLRIGHT!  gVE TREM FjvE
THEY'EL HAVE  DETERTIONT asd
TO LEARR TRE qu:;fn}:?:{r
ﬁm W AY 1 ¥ Y
3 S— WaNT YE AF-
/ RGY To MovE ! u“e"\umn!sv BELL
1 3
BECAUSE wWHEM THEY'VE =Y, ey = m
LEARNED NOY To GUESTION ~ 3G U p!
THE FIRSY BELL, TRELL bl 3
LEMARR: HOT Yo QUEBSTIGN u&"ﬁs
Thele T ' dmit AL 2
TRACKERS ﬁ‘ MEN TS/ mEURBNEE/ g
THETR COURSES H'Z"n'.,', "uff.;“.;:? ‘g
THEIR GFEERMES S TELEVISION .

EAmTAINAT 0 us,’,,%ﬁ CoMMERCIALS! FUNERALSY

As you will see, it is about Che inflicting of the official wtilitarian values of

this culture on children, in which the source of these values is portrayed as a middle
aged woman teacher. hNow it is the class of men who define, legislate and control the
institutions of this culture, not the class of wemen. While it is unfortunately true
that women and other oppressed classes (bat particularly women, for example as mothers)
are used to transmit and enforee culturai values that are not in their interests,

but they still do not difine them, are nevertheless punished for deviating from

them and an therefore oppressed by them.

Why then is che responsibilily for oppressive institutionalised ideas attributed
wrongly by the cartoonist? Perhaps:

. carelessness, confusicon, stupidity; inabilitg to see the wood for the tree?

. fear of attacking directly the real source and upholders of these ideas?

. preference for blaming someonc other than the source of the ideas?

It is not necessary to wait for "ardent students of homosexuvality in Sociology Depart-
ments... to start writing research papers" to begin working out what you call the
"irrational phobias" of middle-aged women towards homosexuals. (Since the article
dealt with male homosexuals, and thare is no indication that "homosexuals" in this
context includes women, I assume that you are talking only about attitudes of middle-
aged women to male homosexuals. )



Perhaps trying to answer some of these guestions might help your analysia:

. Why, if middle-aged women tend to have wirrational phobias” about (male) maeJ_tuals,
do'tl:;yﬂ‘ have them? i.e. what objective circumstances might justify &ils subjectively?

What right be the sources of thesge ideas, beliefs, intuitions, prejudicas? W}.!o else
holds them? What autbority backs them? Do middle~ayed women hold them more firmly
ther other women ond all wen, and Lf so, why?

What aie the sou -eg of homosexual oppression? what are the scuroms wf the oppression
of women, middle-aged or ctherwise? What is particular to the oppresgion of middle~-
aged women? Does the oppression of homosexuals have anything in vommon with the opp-
regsion of (middle-aged) women? IEf so what?

« If middle-~aged women express and act on idsas coppressive to male bongsexuals where
do these icsar come from and in whose interyests are they? and do male homosexuals
alowo expras. and act on ideas oppressive to women, and to middie-aged women spec-
Afinaily?

As a wi .7 elomiring these questions I ofier the following quete from Wi-Graca Atkin-
son's sfvcsiy oo vruy. It's from a chapter called "The Clder Woman: A Sooipile of
Losses” .

I 40 linilion of ‘older woman' is woman"...

Y e lunly put, means 'garbage', waste. Woman is ‘potential!. The older

wonii: o ool potential’, A contradiction? Not If you undersiand She wsaniag

o orancdal.

®irpirea. 0 TY weans ‘not actualized'!, 'nonexistent'. The non-olday womsn has
thops' . [ o may still be used. The clder woman is use~less, past Sha xoesibe
i1lity o7 ivze. She is no Jonger in danger of, has lost the 'oppoptuniza® of,

"The clder woman no longer has potential. She's had it. Qr rather she can no
longer ave it. The older woman has had it. She is a stockpile of losses, a
walking history of lost potentials. She should, of course, have (ke good taste
to lie down and die, like a lady. Be that as it may, for bettor gr iIor worse,
the ‘older woman’ hangs- in. And I say, '3z long as we're going to hang in, we
might as well hang out too.'”

Alse from the same bosk, in a chapter called 'Tndividusl Responsibility and Human
Pppression: {(Including Some Notes on Prostitution and Pornography)’:

"rhe male~female class division iz gencrally agreed to be the fixst class
division in society. Some group of individuals were assigned sope artificial
set of tasks ~ later to ke designated as a 'role'!. This assumptian, thak the
male~female division was the first major class division, also suggasts that
the nale~female divigion is the medel for human eppression. Thug, £he Fact
that our oppression has never been fundamentally changed 1s significant for
all neople. History bears this out...

“Newr. If as all feminist groups hold, women are oppressed as a ¢lass, then
'this «lass~oppression can conly be broken in class terms.

"Whzt follows from the assumption that women are a class, and that they are
oppr-ased ig that some other class is doing the oppressing. Since there is
only o2 other class in that universe (the universe of sex clasgss) namely
men, men must be oppressing women. This is not to say that men are inirins-
icalln the enemies of women, anymore than when the Germans invaded Frince

it w senerally held that the Germans were the natural enemiss of the French,
s mean however, that when the public policy of one group is to ehridge
the rigbts of another, it is prudent of the victim to take certain precaviion-
measures, such as keeping tabs on the agents and wearing bullee~proof vests
while in their companu. FThe alternatbive is death.”

»

If you're going to fire, aim strailght.

Virginia Fraser.
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HEWS_FROM “GAMPUS CAMP" MAY NEWSLETTER (ST. LUCIA UNL., GLD)

DARE QALY TT HYPOCRISY

“John, one of cur members, was asked to go home to bed the other day by a youmgésh
professiongl vy who said he was secretary to a state Liberal MP. John talkes am int-
erest in pelitics and knew that the man’se boss was ove of the Lilz' moat notordous
pooftexr-ba&phisrs. "Why", said John ipnoccently, 'your boss gave a virulent

ainst homossxual law veform at the last Liberal Party State Conference’. "Yes 8 said
the seeretary, 'so did 1'."

The same lesve of this newsletrer contalns a very intereating report of vicience ~
(verbal aug physical) done to homesexuals and women at Brisbame's Labor Doy #arch,

with aa opan ;‘t?mi r- Mr R.J. Hawke accusing the Trades amd Labor Council oi ‘categ~
oricaily :%fzs.%q“ hie Women's and Gay Liberaticn groups permizsion to take part in
the march -~ and nhlll“ﬁ?lub Mr Hawke's public taunis; "..you've never had it so goed.."
A copy is avarlablb on the Centre noticeboard.

C.A.E. TG REPEAT "UNDERSTANDING HOMOSEXUALITY"

The 10 cussion series, "UNDERSTANDING HOMOSEXUALITY", spensored by the Council
for Adul Gon, was extremely well veceived., A letter from the participants re-
commen . o ihe series be repeated has been successful, This time it wiil be at
Monash 'aiversity, starting in 3rd term.

The series actracted a range of homosexuals and nonhomosexuals (inciuding a parent
of a hoy~ ~<,;f1}, The final session was buillt around role-playing some typicaily ,
difficul: wraciens Tor homosexuals e.g. coming out with parents - and was thought
to be -w“b‘TVE y valuable,

Lesley Roo=vs o convening the Monash series and would 1ike to hear from interested
people as : 3n as possible. Phone Lesley at work: 541-2505 or at home: 754-5145.

MONASE GAY LiB

Monz ult University Gay Liberation has re-grouped and is in the process of planning
pelitical and soclal activities. Meetings are held fortmightly, usually Wednesday
lunchtime, but check kteh Activities sheet and the Gay Lib board.

LESBIAN FEMINIST GROUP

About a month age a group of women met at the Women's Centre and decided to Form
an open Lesbian Feminist group to cover varicus activities - e.g. political action,
C.R., social activities, support groups, Leshian theatre etc. Meebings are on
THURSDAYS, 7.30 p.m. at the Women's Centre. For information contact Jen & Carol
347-5076, Ann & Jenni 347-4653, or Women's Centre 347-1564.

'""SAPPHO SPORTS'

The reformed "Qappho Sports' - a group for youmg gay women -~ weets on Saturdays at
1.30 at Women's Centre, for discussion and counselling.
Contacts: RBev H: 783-2135 Sue T: 94-6656

HELP WITH WOMEN'S CENTRE CHILD CARE ARRANGEMENTS NEEDED

Women's (=i're poeple desperately need child care for General Meetings (2-5,1st Sat.
and 3rc Sun. in the month) preferably somewhere away from the Centre. Any f\ms ‘thetic
capatle pecple fmen included) who could look after children or transpert them o where
there is someone who can, please contact the Co-ordinating Committee (347-1564).

Regulars or casuals welcome.

WOMEN AND MADNESS CONIFERENCE

Feminist Conference oi women and madness on the 9th & 10th Aug. at Public Lecture
Theatre, Mclhourne University. Discussion, talks, films & poetry to covec:
What is women's "madness'?

How do women gei dnto dnstitutions and how can they get out?

What fewinist alternatives are there to drugs, E.D.T., aversion therapy etc?

Sexuality & Sanity. Women & Drugs. Psychosurgery. Housewife neurosis and "the suburban
concentration camp'. Mad women in history ete.

v

ALL (& only) WOMEN WELCOME (one plenarv session availa-le for men on Sun. morming).
N.B. Discussion groups at the Health Collective, nvery 2ud Thuréday, 8 p.m.
Contact Janet 484-536 or Virginia, 148 Gatehouse 5t, Parkville, 3052.
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A POST SCRIPT ON THE ACo T, LAW REFORM  (see page 3)

Society fMive's President has written to Mr Enderby drawing attention teo the dmplic~
ations of subsection 3(2), relating te minors., This defines sex play between, ®ay,
L6 year olds of the same sex, ag a criminal act. He recommends that e provision for
"congenting minors' clause, as appears in the oriminal statutes of Scandinavian

countries and West Germany, be included. In view of some allegarions we've heard
recently @&t Gay Lib, about juve:

s being confined to detention cantres for nothing
more Lhan their Jncu!guwe@ in homosexnal acts, this seenms a particularly necessary
amendment o

Puvther in this same letter he guestions th

wal and heterosexual acts 2.g. with rogard to the "'Wn%@”qtit‘ of pregnancy.

1& is clear that homosezoal incest is being pgnﬁgﬂloed on entirvely moral grounds
(rather than the biological argunent agsinst in-breeding). So if we are opposed to the
definition of homosexual acts as imnmoral, why then do we not support  Lhes piincipl&
homosexual incest between coosenting adults? ' ' '

* L

REPLY TO VIRGINIA FRAZER (CONTINUED  FROM PACE 7)

3. Homosexusl men oppress women too I we appeay wore Like Real Men to women than
we actually are, and so e‘fwi; aliation from them, then we'we pavely got ocurselves
te blame. In seeking soclal approval and afflrmation of our "noemality’ - and a stake
in wmale power -~ how often do wale homogexuals strive to emulate the opprassor. One

of the most convincing ways of appearing like a Real Man 18, of course, to bhehave
oppressively towards women. LE this bshavicur doean't ¢ come altogether "naturally™,
that is if you have to "work" at it, the chances ave you'lil "overde' it. Examples
come ©to mind, and it seems that exaggerated behaviouwr of this kind is most often
exhibited by homosexual men  with powsr to gain or protect - power which ies exercised
according to men's rules, and that must wmean pub-down of women. This is perhaps what
Phylis Chesler means wheng she savs that maie homosexuality in patriarchal society

is an extreme lorm of misogyny: thowgh I don't think it is as universally 80 as she
apparently believes.

I've not taken up all the guestiouns vow ralse -~ pertinent as they must be to a
thorough~going analysis of the cobunections between the oppression of older women

and male homosexuals. T only wish I was capable of it! Instead I've limlted my
response to (hopefully) correcting what now appears to me as an lrrespomsible remark.

Tours sincerely,

COMING BVENTS

Gary Jaynes.

Satwrday, July 19th

1l a.m. Lesblaon Plenic at Wartle Park. Meet there,

8 p.m, Ceneral Meecting zt Centre. Reports on "doings' of past month, aod dischss~
ion of Conference plans. I &% vl if energy poes into weiting s papexr, what
styikes people as being poat

Friday, July 25th

4 pem. Conference Planuing Meoliang, Underpraduate Lounge, Melbourne University
Union. See arvicle W

Sunday, July 27th
6 p.m. Counselling :
ional Guidance, and Employm
B p.om. Laurie Bebbington )
focussing on the issues 1o

of Labour's Vocat-
3 be along to talk
Confarence in Mexleo,

Saturday, August 7ch -
Women and Madneas (o

Gee above.

di’ w dt.ly 5 Aug =2
Pre~conference z {i.2. National Homosexual Conference) at Ceniva, 5 p.m.
B.Y.0. §1 donation. Beooks and Conference Propaganda on sale.

Saturday, August 16th-17 th
NATIONAL HOMOSEXUAL CONFERENCE. ZSee arvicle within.

Saturday, August 23rd
& p.m. Gay Liberation General Meeting at Centre. .

he validicy of identical laws for homogex~:.a



