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After the Fraser-Kerr~C.IA.-~
Big Business electoral victory,
‘ what now for the
gay liberation movement?
- What are our tasks?
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We affirm: Power to the pe‘bple!
Power to the oppressed!
UNITED, THE PEOPLES OF
THE WORLD WILL WIN!
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Action on Vic. anti-homosexual Laws

MAXIMUM PENALTIES FOR MALE HOMDSEXUAL ACTS UNDER EXISTING LAW IN VICTORIA :

Section of Nature of Act

Max. Penalty
Crimes Act
1958
68(1) Buggery with person under 14, or 20 yrs
buggery with violence
(2) Buggery (with consent) 19 yrs
{3) Assault to attempt buggery 10 yrs
Attempted buggery (with consent) 10 yre
(3a) . Indecent assault (consent of male under .
& (4) 16 no defence) 5 yrs
{3h) Ditto, 2nd or subsequent offence 10 yrs
. 69(4) i Act of gross indecency (or party to) 3 yrs
Procurement of a male for act of gross 3 yrs

indecency

NOTE 1. Buggery includes acts with any person ox animal
2. Thers are nc definitions of ‘'indecent assault!
or 'act of gross indecency'.

Section of
Summary
Dffences Act
1066

18 Loitering or soliciting in a public place
for homosexual purpeses
Ditto, 2nd offence
Ditto, 3rd or subsequent offence

$50/1 month

230/3‘mbnths
$500/6 wonths

Private Member’s Bill is Inadequate.

Barry Jones' Privats Member's Bill to decriminalize private homosexual acts .
between consenting males is likely to come up again in the Autumn session of
the State Parliament, after getting only one reading in the Spring Session in 1975.

The Bill in dxaft form however is unsatisfactory for a number of reasons. So
a meeting of all Victorian homesexual organizations has been called for Wednesday
January 28th, 8 p.m., at Society Five (270 Lonsdale St.) to ensure that homosexuals
make a strong bid to shape it in pur interests. This meeting arose out of discussion
between people from Gay Liberation and Society Five. The major weaknesses are these:

a) It leaves in tact the sectiocn of the Summary Bffences Act that gives police
wide powers to arrest known or suspectsed male homosexuals in public places
{for leitering or soliciting). The recent South Australian legisliation has

ervadicated these anomaligs.

b) The wording of the Bill, again unlike the South Australian legislation, retains
distinctions between merm and women, heterosexual and homosexual acts.

Instead of merely outlawing all sexual acts committed by coercion, the

Bill punishes all ‘acts of gross indecency' betwsen males; but in the next L
section allows certain defences: that your partner is consenting, over 18,
not a relative and the act was committed in privete. This wording is a

camouflage for & areas of discrimination:

(i) Heterasexual acts are not illegal for persens between the ages of 16 and

18 yearse.



{11 Bowbers in the statubes ig it said that terosexual acts s ﬁ ondy
be gommitied 'in privetet. It is assumed that heterosex diwAwnat they can
gan and can't get away with; and if they go 'too far', they cisk 8 ghasrge
af §ffensive Behaviour. The 'in private?! stipulabion however is s sxbra
wgbion against homosexuals, making us still uulnﬁrable to police epying
gr gntrapment on the beats, in -cavrs, or snywheve a cop can Find ymis
But instead of the nominal Tine hetsrosexuals wight receive Tor getiing
cagght (more likely they'd be igrorsd}, we stand to be imprisoned fox
gp e 3 years for an Tact of gross indecency?

{iii) Unbil words like ‘'act of gross indecency! are explicitly defined (ox
better still abandorad) wefll never know what we might be charged for.
Te a puzitan-minded judga&% 1yiﬁg on a public lawn kiaging mi.ght
constitute an act of gross indecency. We simply don't krow. No gompazable
unoeetainty threatens heterosexuals.

Even though the Bill is being put as & Privete Mewber's Bill, the State Labox
Party dows heve a policy on homosexuality. The State Conference for Branches
decided in 1875 that 'No law shall discriminate against any person on the basis
of sexual proclivity! (i.e. sexusnl preferencel}, and thal 'Homosexual condast in '
private between consenting adults, or between consenting minors where both are -
of similar age to be no lenger illegal’, Yout'll notics that this sven is a
more radieal stacce than the Jones Bill, but for reasons best known to itself,
the policy is not binding on the Party.

When My Holding announced that he was inviting submissions about the Bill, &

in g
Gay Liberaticn General Mesting formulated its position and sent it to Mr Holding.
We argued thalt Ya homosexual lifestyle is

P

eaqually valid as a heterosexual
lifestyle, snd...that the law presently governing sexusl conduct Tox all people
is unduly represeive’,. We proposed amendments to the Urimes Act and Summarny
Offences Act that would ensuxe:

1. homosexual achts between consenting people be no langer illegel provided %hey are:

a) aver 16 years of age
or b} between 10 and 16 years of age .
or ¢} if une person is under 16 the other{s) ig/are no more than 3 yrs older.

{This has subsequently critieized around Gay Liberatiorn as heing repressive).

N
#

puint 1. apply to incest.

‘ 3, tha words %in pxivate’ don't zppear in the tinal legislation, as the laws
on Offensive Behaviour rendsr them unnecosaary.
{Incidentally tha *in pnivatef condition doesntt appear in the A.C.T.
Legislation, on which the Jones Bill is supposed to have been modelled}.

4. emptive adjectives such as Yabominable! be deleted,

S 'for homosexual purpm"C”' ke deleted from section 18 of the Sumpary Dffences
Aok, {to get wid of penalties for loitering and solicitingl.

f. it be a defence against a charge of offensive behaviour relating Yo homosexual
acts that the parties involved in homosexual acts reasonably balieved that ao
non-consenting person was present.

(The intention hers was to guard against police spying and entrapment mctbod
Another way wight be o say that the prrson offended should be othexr than a
peliceman. This has been wrilten to some codes).

7. the laws an prostitution be zepealed {unnecessary and preserntly discriminete
against womeni.

Meeting Jan.13 to clarify our position

{Jur submission didn*t say how the law should be re-dratted (though pravioos
etforts of Gey Liberxation people have done this): we only stated guidelines

for ye?mxm._ﬁn view of this, and because of the subsequent criticisms, our
position needs to be reviewed again before the mesting ot Society Five. With

such a large agends for our next G.M, (Jan B}, il is proposed that = special
meating be convensd on Tuesday Jaenuary 13 st the Centre. Anyone with an interest
inge%tiﬁg rid of anti-hom wal laws is welcome o come along.
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Accurate Criticism Obvmmﬁy Hmt —

But Distortion Wins the Day.

S

The homosexual organisations
of Melbourne express their cos-
tempt for vour repovting of the
Society Five Christmas party.

The article was faciual, but
everything else sbout the presen-
ttion was morally bankrupt and
unethical, tscluding the heading
“Here's Queers For Xmas'' | the
picturc of a benrded mun m bhuc
drag. and the capuion, TN be
there in my bestgear, sweetie.”™

We are notabout to lie down to
technically legal guecr-bashing,

We* challenge your muoral
courage o print the opinion of
those directly - affected. ‘

Cavi Relnganom
snd five other signatories
MELBOURNE

Sunday
Obrerver

Bec. 25

15 . ~ .
Following a malicimua;;aprasentation in the 'Sunday Observer! of 14th Dec of
a Gociety Five Christmas party, the letter below was submitted for publlcatlcn

n 28th Dec. a mischieviously censored version of the lettex appaared {zee abave)

If youtve got anger to vent aboutb this, come to the uenexal Meeting on Thursday
Btk Jan at the Centre. Gay lawyers and medis people particularly welcome,

Letter to Editor of Sunday Observer

The howmossxusl organizations of Melpourne wish to express their contempt for
your neWspaper's reporting last week of the Christmas party scheduled for this
Friday at Society Five.

Strictly spesking, the article was Tactual but sverything slse about the presentation
was morally bankrupt and in contravention of every sthical standard that journalists
of any integrity might sver aspire to.

It would be futile to detail the offensive characteristics of the whole spread for
your berefit. Readers however should be made aware of the means that are available
tn the sub-gditor who wishes to discredit the subjects of a2 fairly neutral article

* e can slap & derisive heading across the top ("Here's Queers for Xmas®),

¥ He can give prominence to pictures of peopls who in no way yspresent those
referred to in the article {(a beaxded wan in glitter drag).

#  He can invent captions fo photographs that reinforece negative stersotypes of
minority groups {(UI'1) be there in my best gear sweetie® said the alleged
fay Libber in drag).

It is also pertinent to mention that the information was furnished to your
repovtey only afier being assured that this was not a "set up job®.

We are not so naive as to view the "Sunday Obsexvexz" as a paragon of responsible ,upeid -
journalism. Possibly the articie was no better or worse than the many others you'vep
On the other hand, we arxe not about to lie down to technically legal guesr~bashing.

Since we don't bslieve in censoxship, we don't question the right of newspapers like
vours to exist. We do, howsver bslieve in fair play. Thus, we issus this challenge
to your moral couvage to print the opinion of those divectly affected by your
editorial decisions. Then let the readers judge for themselves whether, even for

the "Sunday Ubserver®, s stunt like that was below the bhelt.

Signed by 5 reps of Gay Libesration, and one each from Society 5, and M.C.0,



THE SECBMB MATIONAL HDMOSEXUAL CONFERENCE SYDNEY, AUEUST 29 -31, 1976.

A colleektive has been formed in Sydney to organise a szcond Australian
homosexus]l conference, to be held this year.

This is & draft agenda and think piece, to be distributed as widely as possible
throughtut the movement in Australia. It is hoped that any suggestions, changes,
criticisms, comments on the agenda and structure will be made so that a final
agenda can bhe set late February or early March.

STRUCTURE

The collactive feels that the workshops were the mest successful part of the
last conference, although plenary sessions still have a useful role to play. Thus
the number of plenaries has been reduced, time for workshops expanded, and a
final sessian suggested which will consider motions ahd also allow for the Hﬁrk;hopf
to report their decisiocns ax v1ews if they wish.

W2 feel also, after the broad areas of discussion at the Melbmurne confexBNCe,
that the pleparies should concern themselves at this confersnce with more mpecific
areas. Some attempt could be made to solicit original papers for these sessions.

Workshops can be held on any topic that people attending want to discuss. We
envisage that some papers might not be presented to a plenary session, but might
instead form the basis for a workshop discussion. Such papers would still
be circulated to all who registered.

We are suggesting thet the epnfersnce be extended by one day, as many fslt the
last conference was rather short. The Friday session would bs given over to
discussing education and homosexuals, with the primary focus being a Tollaow-up
of the motiens passed by most cempuses in 1375. This Friday coincides with all
Univergity, CAE and most school holidays, se all actively involved will have
the opportunity to attend. .
Draft Agenda
FRIDAY AUGUST 29

10 a.m. Plenary - Education

2 p.m. Workshops - largely on education

8 p.m. Rezgistration of delegates and an informal sccial function
SATURDAY AUGUST 30 |

10 a.m. ﬁlenarg - Religion . :

2 p.m. Workshops - as proposed by delegates

8 pame hance

SUNDAY AUGUST 31

10 a.me Plenary ~ EITHER Government legislation, law and v1ulenca_
OR Sexism in men )
12 noon Workshops _
3 p.m. Flenary = Motions, reports from Workshops, plans for future action ete

NOTE: This agenda is a working draft onlyj hopefully it will stimulate discussion/
comment/suggestion. Please write to us as soon as possible offering any comment
you may have: -

Sydney Homosexual Conference Collective

C/- Box 5, Wentworth Building,

University of Sydney  SYDNEY 2006
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a letter

To the Edlmr

R

" The cnclosed repart of the Vic- -

torian campaxgn to support Mike
Clohesy is submitted for publica-
- tion on the condition that this leiter
is published adjacent to it.

Why the condition? Although I
wotld hope to assist wherever pos-
sible with news of interest to
Campaign’s readership, I am con-
cerned that any contribution of
mine to ampaign should not be
seen as endorsement of the almost
exclus;velv male-orientation of the
newspaper as it now stands. Allow
me to elaborate.

As readers who attended this

year’s National Homosexual Con-
ference in Melbourne will ap-

preciate,’ a great number of lesbian’

‘women who worked in the mixed
gay organisations, and in some
cases did nearly all the work, have
now decided that their energies
were mis-spent, The gay men who
-op Tirst appearances were their
natural ‘allies {(since at least they
didn’t exploit women as sexual
abiects . onlyl.
They shouted women down in
nz)eting% and bored them with
pompous speeches: they would
speak as though ““homosexual’ re-
ferred only to male homosexual;
they dismissed any women strong
en(mgh not to be cowed as ““agres-
sive bitches", and 1gnarcd or pat-:
ronized those not so strong: they
allowed women to do much of the
shit-work, yet took all the kudos:
they expected women 1o provide
" them with emotional support while
they treated other males as merely
s¢xual objects and potential con-
quests; the more masculine male
would put~dewn the more effema~
. nat@, and 50 on,

There’s much generalization
there, and of course it wasn't all
men doing all those things all the
time. But it was sufficiently prev-
alent for women eventually to get
sick of it. When challenged by

women about this sexist bchavmr, :

with chasacteristic male egoism,

many would doggedly refuse’ to 4 |

admit they might be wrong, some
wsu!d even accuse the women of .

“just seeking attention’’. For these
sorts of reasons many women left
Melbourne Gay Liberation from
1972-4, while others stayed on to
fight. Meedless to say, those
who've stayed are not prepared to
be put down by men again. Survi-

i 31 J
to “Campaign’

val of the fittest, as one woman put

it. And thosemen around now,

mindful of the divisive effects of
our sexism (as well as its destrug-

tive effects in our personal lives)

are not about to repeat the mis-
takes of the past. .
1 know sure as hell we're not
“cured’” of sexism — no male pro-
duct of a culture as pervasively
sexist as this conld be. We do know
however that unless we're pre-
pared o continuously monitor our
“instinctive’” responses for tell-
taie signs of sexism, then we can’t
expect serious-minded lesbian

. women to commiit their energies to

. working with us. Indeed why
- should they, when they cangotoa

Women’s Movement from which
they can organize as women and

- lesbians. But if they do, I know it’s*

not the women who will lose out, as
we saw when Melbourne GLF all
but collapsed at the end of 1974.

So much for background.

I’ve read that you want to de-
velop ““Campaign’’ as a national
newspaper representative of ail
opinion in the gay community, and
that seems to me a fine goal. At

- present as yon point out, there is a

scargity of women’s contributions,

 and you would like to remedy that,

Having seen vour first few issues

 I'm doubtful however that many

gay women, at least not the *‘snr-
vivors'' in Melbourne GLF, and
certainly not the leshian feminists
outside of it, are likely to be very
interested. (By the way have you
asked them?) Except for the odd
inviting sentence, tht: whaole
flavour of the coment i geared o
appeai to male homosexuals only
— and not the more seriously
minded of those either. I can see
there's a dilemma that while
you're only getling contributions
from males, how can you possibly
attract women’s contrmutmm My
only answer to that i is; Don t repet
them. For i Instance:

* Pon't tell lesbian feminists
(or gay men for that matter) thai
they shouldn’t be concerned with
abortion and prostitution, “as
though the oppression of women
and male homosexuals were unre-
lated. ,

* And don't trivialize the
Women's Movement with front-
page captions like “Lady Men-
struation; Queen of Women's. Lib™
beneath the photoiof a man in drag.



That's Sunday Observer style, and
pay people better than most should

krow how that can hurt. If you
want o convince women that we,
as nale homosexuals, aim to treat

each other as humans rather than

sexual objects, then let that be re-

flected in the content, especially.
s advertising,  God Knows we .
den’t need mimicry of the exploita-
vion of sexual frustration that
churacterizes the heterosexual

world of advertising.

When you fill up three pagcs of

an issue with pictures of men in

drag, spare a thought for women
readers  who are angry about the
female sex role sterotyping, espe-
cially in dress. By way of anaiogy, .
how have you félt when gays are
being stereotyped, “‘just for fun”,
by straight cumec!mns"

One way might be to conscmm!y
read each jssue as it might appear
to a woman, keeping two questions

inmind: 1sit relevantto women? s

it offensive’ to women?
" Yours sincerely,
Gary Jaynes:
‘Melbourne GLF,

Beller a sexist gay newspaper than

zne at all,

Editor,

fmry 5

Thank you for the news report. 1
waonid have printed yvour letter
avweay for I have never been upset
by eriticism. Your letter raises
wowy important points which de-
seove answering and s point i}f view
ﬂiks oh is valuable.

‘Advocate’ is recognised as the

ferg=ct selling gay newspaper in the

vwi s far more male orien-
tan s CAMPAIGNS, There

il he a lesson to be !em'nt from
'@“ i, Could it be that male guys are
2 organised than their gay sis-

ARPAIGN would nof exist so
cerizinly not inclived to refuse
s that are sexist. Ideals are
aer but we also deserve 5 gay
~oper and duee to Jack of be-
zotors or charities we have to

€OV T GUIT expenses.

concerned about aborfion or pros-

smsm a1, What | did say was that gay

societies should be working

i "ﬁ‘é%,#ﬂ‘h Abortion is an hystey-
icst sinject om which people take
:*isf VEEWS .o o SHRrder or. &
biesving. 1t°s exactly the same with

ariy poiities. § dop’tgive a daoan if
wr bave a Gay Abortionist Society,
A gay ALP Society and a Gay Lib-
ersl Society, What | do care about is
uniiy and a stopping of the petty

Their advertising, content

erz, are more inclined to put their’
on paper? Without advertls-

save never told anyone not to be

says editor m »nmwgn

squabbles and internal grgoments
that expend all our energies. If it
fsn’t possible to have one society to
achieve this (and 1 helieve Society
Five proves that it is) then lets or-
ganise cursclves inte separate in-
terest or political groups and
WORK TOGETHER. ,
‘Sexism’ is the most mrere‘»apmeii
word in our soclety. Remember the

classic instance when Martin Smith

put up # notice asking for help to
‘man the hustings’ when he stood
for parliament? It caused so much
controversy and was finally cisangeﬁ

" to “‘people the bustings™”,

Your report of ihe-last Homasex-
nal Conference is one of several |
have received . . . each give a differ-
ent version and each are one sided,
If ihe organisers of the next one lis-
ten to all these and learn the lessons -
then perhaps we can achieve some-
thing next year.

Unlike previous gay publications
we afm to cater for all homoscxaals, .
male or female, drag queen or
closet, intellectual and uneducated.
You will know just how impassible
that conrse is and it certainly weon’t
be other than fraught with criti-
cists, If we are not permitted to
print photographs of men In drag at

" a fun party or at a social gathering

we fail to report news. Where’s our
sense of hamor?

Thanks sgain for your leiter. A
Happy, Prosperous and Unified
New Yesr fo all socleties every-
where, CAMPAIGN



sut some of the more le‘cam‘; ‘snd twisted anti-homosexual feelings that arve

debate in

» Ge

elong

N&\ 5o«

A “dehate® on homosexuality in the "Geelong News" last August menaged %o flush

aroind.

A sympathetic but spologetic article headsd "The Third Sex" (groan!) started it all
with

The response

an

moand promote the

bo. bhe aILL(3E vﬂrlad from a mayried man who told of thr 1nn«1
nee of naa life, to xeligious pecple gquoting the bikle ‘and balﬁs M

ints

there was

ger of marals

&

thodgh the papey s
ng Ywell aired®.

of course
satoy which would have beer 1%
The manifesto waspit radical din e tesditionally paoo

j

E

cview with Leo and Martdn frow Geelong Gay Liberation. Amongst ths
totthe gensral public that howmosexuals (men only,
alap @ sgven-point wanife

P Fa
(SRR N

R
w

there were po.calls for the smashing of uaﬁiﬁallsm, ete ) but it ﬁu
wvalidity and wowth of homosexuality. '

Yhe Candpaign 1o ﬁ’ﬂi})?()ﬁ Miike (:kﬁmﬂv in Vie-
Hip e

] mmn in V:cmm, argcrs;d by
e Church's dismissal of Mike

Ciay mens

fenlls

tv's Chuech in Geclong,
initinted by Mebourne Gay

sations working publicly for

Geclong Gay Liboration, Sos
sitan Community Church sed
‘Traly Melbourne Accep-
hotmone Gl zsrgam‘a.uion,
any part B i, but then i is
sedsation working ‘publely for
: siphds, His convenor clatmed that
1oy 1o the lettor fhat was signed by
of 41} other organisations would
e iheir "behind the scenes’ sub-
Church, At that stage they had
w1 on the Clohesy case and had no
‘ se 1o coF rcsp.mdcnrc tiad been
o e fssue Al the Tast comaittes meet-

TR

e e to the fact that wi probably could
exect n - mdluehce that would get Mike big job
Back | the v of the 1obBY way threefold:

74 the public, gay and nHOR-gAY o
we of discrimination’ in “employs
st s eiREE U IB) o Highligh
tholic dopma as a source of thal diss

£y tgoas
blat
ey
o
R
£

fert prosaure on the relevant employ-

Fwar Writtén 10 the Catholic Education
Victuriaasking it 10 stnté s position on

o in Metbourse GLF Special Bul-
Zod) Their reply was predictably

4 fhe issue, and that repossi-
teachers wasn' U iheies anyway; it
the tecal authewities. Novertheless
seopored o ongags indisloque’ with

copaing out’ on television, took 1o
“a ennsecative Sundsys in late
1 8t Frasicis Church in Mal-

srought together represditta- & .

i Victoria; Melbourne Gay

- blé standard, The
irities ma'the Victorian Catholic systen.
who pubiicly declary thelr homosex-

aid the matter was ‘vory complex”, -

Al this was very strange (o ds) What could b
stmpler than saying ‘vee" or *no’ to the question”
“Wonld you hire or wmmut 1o csmp!ny ateacher
who declared his o her Komosexuality pube
HelyT As we discovered “fater) which' we ac-

_cepted the invitation 10" Balogue®, itwas simple

witer all, The answer was NO < they jostdidn't

want to put it in weiting. Aa‘fnrthm&*-:pzmsihiﬁw iy

of hiring and firing resting with ‘logal au-
thorities’, that is evidentiy only true in routing

eases. Politically Contentiois decisions are s

-made ar headquariers, as we saw in Mike
Clobesy’s case. The Priancipal’ of ‘Marist
Birothers didn’t wani to sack him -~ and said so
_shortly after the TV sppearance. Hewas happy
“with Mike's teaching, and withed the whole
shing would die oub, but Jater informent Milke thet

he'd been ‘instructed” to dintiss bim. Thestale.

ment by fanies McLaven of e Sydney Catholic
Education Office on'A Cuerent Affair (16t Oct)
ieft no doubt as 1o whers the instrucrion cambk

_from.. As long a8 he femained in the closey, ac-

cording o Mc Larea, Mike's homosesuality,
though *sinful’, waz not réuson enough 1o get
him the sack. Byt once “out’ b and others whe
foliow his example must expect to be sacked,

i is, homosexuals are OK by the Roman -

Catholic Church %o lohg ws they collude | in the

. (‘hurch’ hypm:my

. The mentioned Meeting with the representa.
tives of the Melourne Catholic Bducation Of-
fice didn't resolve any differences, though it did

clarify them. You sec, we simplistic sods fail to
recognise the distinction between the ‘internal

_forum and the external fordm®. That's theologi.

cal Jargon for what's commonly ealied the don-
BEoman Catholic Church ,
jndges. v-hat YOu dm in private snd what vou are

, dards, Pract ising hamgsaxuaﬂ!y is asin, and you

should feel guilty abous it; but prociaiming
homosexuality without guilt, even if you aren’t

- actively homosexual, is far worse, In fact it's so.,

bad that ilwarants ‘real punishment, in matar-
ial deprivation, rather than spivitaal. You'l pot
be ex-communicnted-for ‘Coming out” in these
days of dechinizy munibers of faithful; batjostas
thieves and murdirers can't be atlowed to influ-
ance the young sohomosexyals must keep quiet
about i1, The threal to those in-a position of

(o Caﬂnplpd fha letvters page of the "o ws fow 9 wesks and Wi th illy
said they were bﬁ"lﬂg swamped with letters) dice



debate in » Geelong Nev.s«

A “dehate® on Hhomosexuality in the "uselong News" last August managed o Flus zh
sut some of the more Llabant ‘and bwisted anti-homosexual feslings that are aroind.
A sympathetic but apologetic article headed "The Third Sex" {groan!) started it all
wWith an intevview with Leo and Martin from Geelong Gay Liberation. Amongst the
reassurances ta'the gensral public that homosexuals (men only, of courae) arrnt
all t“dt had, thare wd also @ sgver=point manifesto, which would bave beer i

N ¢ :x of movals. The wanifesta wasnt radical dn a tyaditionally pWTJf =l

(i.z., thers were no.calls for the smashing of uaﬁlﬁdllﬁm, ete) but Ltocde o

irm and promote thg valvgl*y and: worth of hgmﬁaaxuallty* ¢

The responae o the article Val’;;,ﬁd from & mayr ,,d“man who btald of thv’ Lone s
of hig life, to religious pecple juoting the bibkle ﬂﬂﬁﬂbﬁ&ﬂQ mo
outragsi. N ‘f <

and ryate

rotnpded the letters page of the "News" for 9 wesks and wasz Tinlly
though the papée said they weve bsing &:WEXWQEld with letters) @ ‘o
bedng "well aired®. : '

All this was very strange tous. What could be
shpler than shving ved" of "no’ to the guestion
“Would vou hice or continue to amp!nv a teacher
who declared his or her Nomicsestality pube
ity As we discoverad Ylater whon we ae-

_cepled the invitation (0 dialogue’, it way simple
riter all, The answer wis MO Lithey just didn’t
-want to put it in writing: As for the responsibilivy
of hiring and firing resting with “focal ay-
thorities, that is evidentiy only true in ronting
. cases, Politically contentions decisions are oo
made a1 headguariers, as we saw:in Mike
Clokesy’s guse. The Principal of Marist
Brothers didn't want o sack i~ and said so
shortly after the TV sppearance. Ho'was happy
with Mike's teaching, and wished the whole
thing would die out, but Inter informed Mike that
he'd been ‘instructed’ to dimiss bim. Thesiate

worien in chtma, avgcwd by
Shie hurch's dismissal of Mike
g out’ on television, ook 1o
“consecutive Sundays in late’
14 8t Francis Charch in sl
Mary's Church in Ceelong,
initiated by Melbourne Gay
i brought together represditta-
tons working publicty for

in Victoria; Melbourie Gay s
Diecibng Gay Liberation, Soe-
st Community Thurch and

5!

- C?}"’iy Metbourne Accep- ment by Sanies McLaren of the Sydney Catholic
e homosexinl ofganisation, | gducation Offics on A Current Affair (16th Oct)

¢ any part in i, but then @t %
ation working pablicly for
1 T -”cmvenm' cmmed thal

left no doubt 8s 1o where the instruction came oo
from.. As long as e remained in the closey, ad- - » .

cording fo Mc Laren, Mike's homosexuality,

though ‘sinfOl’, was not renson enoogh 16 get vy . »

him the sack. Bt onice “out' he andothers who

follow his example’ muist expect to be sacked, -

t is, homosenialy are OK by the Roman -
Catholic Church 50 Tong as they collude in the
C urch’e» hypsm«y

5 nf ai‘ «eré@ csrgnmx.ﬂnmy v.mﬂd"
o (e "hehind thé sceaes” sub.
& Church, At that stage They had
1 on the Clohesy case and had no
ise 16 mimsp.mdcnm: hiad been
xsue al the jast camm;itm mete

iz,
Fe et to the Pact that wi “probably could
exert n ¢t atlucnge thit would get Mike big yob

 “Ibe mentioned mesting with the representa-
- tives of the Melbourne Cuthotic Education OF
fice didn’t resolve wny differenceés, though it did-
_ clarify them. Yoo see. we simplistic sods fuil (o
recosnise the distinction between the ‘internal
_forum and the external forum®. That's theologi-
. ead jorgon for what's commonly talled the done
- bié standard. The Boman Catholic Church
", ) indges what you do i private and what you are
art pressure on the refevaat employ- seen to dévin pubtic by two different moral stans
i pe the Victorian Catholicsysient. ©  yards, Practising homosexuatlty is 8 sin, and you
Wk Witten 10 the Oatholic Edueation should fecl guilty sbout it; but praciaiming
ictoriaasking 1 o siateits position on homosexuality without guilt, even if you aren’s
actively homosexuad, is far worse, In factit's so.

it of the Tobby was (hresfold:

1 e public, gay ang m}nwgay o
; of discrmination v employ-
150 hamoseualls T B) th highlight
Aholic dogma 1y & sourcs of that dis-

o publicly dechre theie Homoses-
At in Melbourse GLE Special Bul- ' nad that it wamants ‘real punishment, in malor:
Zudh Their reply was predictably = o qesrivation, rather than spivitaal. Youw'll not
aid The maticf was ‘very complex”, be ex-communicnted-for ‘Coming out” in theve
tised” the issue, and hat repensi- days of dechiniy riuntbers of faithfisl; bot just as
thieves and murdurers can't be atlowed to influ-
ance the young 5o homosexuals must kegp quist
about it, The threat to those in-a position of

gl (ae 5
Aeti, ™




Clohesy QCampaigﬂ (cont)

' i .
influence over the young is much grester than
merely God™s wrath: it'a & case of lose your job,
he argument that this reinforges guilt and
pheme 2t boing homosexual dogsy’t inspress
catholics; probably because they're meant to
foud guilty sbout so many things, including just
abom all forms of non-procrcational sexual ac-
iwxiy The meetng dide't turn up ouch else,
" mnespt that they thoughi the only way Mike
might get re-instated would be if ke went back
and satd nothing. ‘He contd go to lots of places
and no-one would know anytling sbout him'
Drouble-talk is nol diglogue ifour opindon, so

we decided to take the issue into the streets. On

Funday, 23nd Mov, about 43 men.and women
from all the groups stood outside St Francis
Church in the city and banded sbout 800 pam-
- phlets to passers by snd church-goers. The
pagphiet cutlined the Sydney dismissal, how
the Melbourne catholic authorities had, by de-
fault, endorsed it, end urged them to contact fr
Martin, Tirector of the: Melboume Catholic
Education Office, if they dida’t want o be a
purty o their church's persecution of homosex-
yule, Bapners reaging ‘Bad Homosexusl Dhs
grimination in Employment’ were made espe-

cially for the occasion, and thess, slong with the |

famittinr GLF bonners and symbols, made an
impressive sight for the passing taffic, *Les-
Bians and Pﬂoftﬁrs‘ was, 85 always, & waffie
Stopper.

Publicity was miged, C)u the one hand we got
lenty of it - Zradio m:z.vs spols before the event
and X on the day , covertige by 3TV channels and
Sun and Age reports on Monday - but much of
it was poor. laadequate reportiog is perbags to
be expected on radio and TV, but {alse veporting

of the newspapers was rather more galling, Al

reports undersiated the numbery present, the
Sun and Age reducing us, by evver and in-
nuendo, to ahandful of freaks almlessly disrupt-

ing the service and geiting our names taken by -

police. in fack. as an uopublished letter semt Lo
the editor of "The Ags! stuted, io names weve:
taken by police becsuse there was no need (o
The deomonstration. for oue part, was peaceful,
The only ugliness in the socasion was caused by
one church-goes who ook it opon himself do
witempt 1o rip.our banners and physically attack
. the 'men and-women holding thern, He wos re-

"strained without retatiator v vidlence. The Assis-

tant Editor of ' TheAge’, Geoffrey Harker, says
his ancnymous reporier. saw and heard names
being taken by police’. and st the Ume there were
only *12 to 15 people presend, though be wasn't
present for the duration of the demonsiration,
. and didn't sze the violence of the church-goer.
We suy categorically that ae names werg taken,

and that the only Ume wa spoke with pblice was

when we were setting the banners up and the
police briefed us courteousty of our rights. At
that time, 2,30 a.m., vye there were only shout s
dozen of us, bot the kafleiting was due 1o start
for the 10 a0 mass, by which tme there were
aver 40 demunsivalors pressot,

bt is worlh emphasising heve that “The Age’

refused uy 30cess 16 both Beir Letiers To The |

Exditor” cofumy angd their "We Wiske Wrong sys-

‘1em for correcting factoal srvovy) Chur Sompliing
that their report was ol fadm.zty inorrectand

pave fitle insight into the reasons for the de
monsteation was arbitrasily reiected by e As
sistant Editor, who sald he was not ‘tzcrsu'admt‘

&

“they did

that they were wiong, and that he would ndt
allow us o wake “unjustified charges agningt
thelr accuracy and honesty”, This leads us 1o ask
how he might ever be persuaded. Doss it regiie
sworn individual testimony from a1 those prew
ent? Cértainly s hard 1o argue personally wigh
anonymons veporters. In fairness, he did say
that he would ‘consider” for publication a ‘brief*
letter al  later date; baving sdouitted the inade-
quaey of their coverage of the broad issue of
~homosexual vights, Bul the question remains,
what purpose doos the letters-column of “The
Agetserve ifit's notw open debate on matters it
has just reported, 1t would appear the colomn is,
at feast partly, a vehicle of criticlsm. but witkia
certain edizorially defined limits, On this ooca-
sion those Bmits don't allow the group of persons
directly affected by thelr reperting to publishy
eriticise "The Age’. Instesd “The Age’ choss ip
dighelieve us on some counts, snd make excuses

’ privately on others,

The following week at Gealmg & mualler
proupof 23 was involved, but we did better with
the medin, The ‘Geelong News' gave it fromt-
page headline coverage the day before, and
abont 4 Balf page including s picture the follow-
ing t“ueeday Moreover it did so atourauly,
“This paper dessrves some oredit, 1t has given
sonsiderable space to discussion of gy issues (9
weeks debmle in s fetters ‘columu about the
“setiing up of GLF in Geelong)and ity reporting
and commentaty upon gay-relsted pews has
bean genessily fair amd accurate. :

A feature of the renctions of those being oad.
letied on both occasions, was the timidity of
wonen indhe company of their husbands. So
frequently did the hushand make out s to shigld
his wife and childeen from ovr insidious prese
ence. and presumably sur information, thgt -

“some of us tried 1o bypuss the hostands snd’

* approach the woman firss, However it was o rare .

woman whe dared take 5 pamphet in the com-
pany of her rajecting husband, Pot that

“shoulda’t surprisgus. as 3 friend remarked, be-

Jcausa thal woman's got to live with the bagtarg

“when she gets home, and is probably economi-

catly dzpcmimt on him. Who says feminism’s
got nothing to do with gay liberation?
POST SCRIPE

A final comment about the publicity cempalgn
within the gay eommunity. Before the fivst demo
we leafletted the pay bars in Melbourne o in-
form gays about the isshe we wefe fighting, Only

~one bar, the Union in North Cariton, unforta-

nately it’s for men only, permitied dx%ttihdu{‘h bt

eaflets within the bar, On this and other gamv

paigns (o pubhmw gay political snd social ac-
tivities we've found the Union's co- w(&emtnqn 10
be in sharp contrast 1o the aditude of a1l ihe other
gay bars, including Annsbiel's, the pub that's
ostensiply rup by and for gays twhich gays we
might ask). Their policy forbids Gstribution
within the bars of any pamphlets relating 16 relig-
fom of party pelitics, This is reeant {o be in keep-
ing with, the “purely sociall and ‘non- potitical”,

, status of the establishment. 10 entreprencur is

rot convinced that institstions ke the Catholic
Church pr legisintion like the Crimes Act bave
wny poiitical significance for gavs, And even if
Be S..x yabe won't allow us 1o lmpinge ony
fun', 1 we care all that much we
should b prepared to contact gays by standing
outside and handing out pamphlets individuatly,
Aad of course we can: but as I say, that's the
differcnce between the Union and the rest,

Gary Jaynes



Animal Farm Gay Lib sp'*e"*rs
at Neerim Scuth
Apex Club

At Neerim South pub I zeally felt I was in a strange country where I could not
understand the locals. They would ask questions, and yet appeax not to take in the
answers. One man kept harping on hommones and the “what about child moles'erg"
gquestions kept recurring. What we said made no difference to those who thought
they already knew.

One thing everycone understoed and appreciated was that therels a 1ot of homosexuality
about. They know all about it, they all know someane who once kissed someone elc.

And then there's the animals.

Like dogs you knew. Dogs'll play around with each other, and twa bitchss will try

to have intercourse. And horses too. Ysah, you have tec watch cut for that.

We're talking about people.

The law doesn't discriminate against homosexuals
You can still get 15 years for buggery.

But that's not homosexuality.

Yes, anal intercourse. Homosaxuals do that.

No buggery's with animals isn't it?

Isn't it? Yeah, animals.

People too., People too? Yeah.

You get it with the horses and the cows.

We've got cows like you - lesbian cows. We get rid of them, sell them or butrher
them. You can't have them in the herd. It's not natural.

No it's not natural to go around shooting peopls.
But you can't have them in the herd.

New you've only got those cows for proflt You keep them for the monay you can
get out of them. You can't treat people like cows.

No! We love our cows! And there's not much profit in cows thase days.

HELEN
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