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THE WORAN-IDRATIFIED WOLAN o - C e

Radicelesbhlans

What is a lesbian? A lesbian ig the rage of all wonep condensed to the point of
explosion. She is the woman who, often beginning at an extremely early age, acts in
accorgance with her immer compulsion to be a more complete and freer human being
than her sociely =~ perhaps. then, but certainly later - cares to allow her, These
needs and actions, over's period of years, bring her into painful conilict with
people, situations, the accepted ways of war with everything around her, and
usually with her self. 3he may not be fully conscious of the npolitical implications
of what for her began as personal necessity, but o some level she has not heen able
to accept the limitations and oppress ion laid on her by the most basic role of hsr
society - the female role. The turmoil she sxperiences tends to induce guilt
proportional to the degres to which she fesls she is not meeting =ocial expectations,
and/or eventually drives her to question and analyse what the redt of society more or
less accepts. She is forced to evelve hier own life pattern, often living much of her
life alone, leaming usually much earlier than hert'straight(heterosexual) sisters
about the essential aloneness of 1ife (which the myth of marriage obscures) and about
the reality of illusions. To the extent that she cannot expel the heavy socialization
that goes with being a female, she can never truly find peace with herself, For she v
is caught somewhere tetween accepting societyts view of her- in which case she
camot accept herself, and coning to understand wuat thisz sexist soclety has done to
her and why it is functional and neceassary for 1t to do so. Those of us who work that
through find ourselves on the other side of a tortuous journey through a night that
may have been many decades long. The perspective guined from that Journey, the
liberation of self, the inner peace, the real love of szlf and of all women, is
something to be shared with all women - becsuse we are all women,

It should be further understood that losbianinem, like male homosexuality, is a
category of behavicur nossible only in & sexist society characterized by rigid sex -
roles and dominated by mele supremacy. Those gex roles dehumanize women by defining -

us as a supportive/serving caste in relation to the master caste of men,and emotionally

¢ripple men by demanding that they be alienated from ftheir own bodies and emotions in
order to perform their economic/poiiticsl,/military functions offentfively. Hoanosexuality
is a bywpfbduct of a particular way of sctting up roles (or approved patterns of
behaviour) on the basis of sex; as such it is an inauthentic (not consonant with
"reallity') categcry. In o society in which men do not oppress women, and sexual
expression is allowed fto follow feelings, the categorics of homosexuality and
heterosexuality would disappear.

But lesbianism iz also

event from male homosexuality, and serves a different
function in the society. "Dyke'" is a different kind of 3ut~doan from "faggot', although
both imply you are not playing your soclally assigned sex-role... are not tierefore a
"real woman'" or a “"real man". The grudging admiration felt for the tomboy, and the
gqueasiness felt around a sissy boy point to the same thing: the contempt in which

women - or those who play the female wole - are held. And the investment in keeping

women in the contempltucus role is very great, Lesbian iz the word, the label, the
condition that holds women in line, When a woman hea this word tossed her wny, she

imows she is stepping out of line. She knows that she hag crossed the terrible

boundary of her sex role. She recoils, she gr otests, she reshapes her actiong fo
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gain approval.lechbion is aa label invested by the Man to throw at any woman
who dare to be his equal, vho dares to challenge his prerogatives (including
that of all women as part of the exchange medium emong ien), who dares to
assert the primacy of her own needs, To have the label appliced to neonle active
in wonen's liberation is just the most recent instance of 2 long history; older
vonen wil: recali'that not long ago, any woman who woas successful, indevendent
not orienting her whole life about a man, would hear tuils word,Yor in this
sexist society, for o wonan to be independent means she can't be a women, she
must be a dyke. Thuat in itsell should tell us wicre women are at. It says as
clearly as can be saids woanen and person are contradictory teris. for a lesbian
is not censidered a "real woman'. wnd yet, in ponular thinking, there is really

oinly one esszential differece betweon a lesbian nnd other women: that of sexual

ovientation - which is to say, wica you strip off all the packaging, you must
finally realize that the cgsence of being a"woman" is to get fucked by men.

"Legbian" is one of the sexual categories by which men have divided up
humenity. -hile all women are dehumcnized as sex objects, as the objects of men
they are given certain compensations: identification with his pover, his ego,
his status, his protection(from other males), feelinz like a "real voman®,
finding social acceptance by adhering to her role, etec. Should a wonan confront
nerself by confronting another woman, there are fewer rationalizations, fewer
buffers by which to avoid the stark horror of her dehusanized condition.
herein we find the overriding fear of ueny wvorcen towards exploring intimate
relationéhips with other women: the fear of beiny uvee! 2g a sexual object by a
woman, which will not only bring her no male-con.ccted compensations, but also
will reveal the void vhich is a woman's real situvation. This dehumanization is
expressed when a straight woman learns that a sister is o lesbian; she begins
to relate to her lesbian sistc%gher potential sex object, laying a surrocgate
male role on the lesbian. This reveals her heteroserual conditioning to meke
nerself into an object when sex 1s potentially involved in a relationship, aud
it denies the lesbian her full humanity. For wouen, especizlly those in the
movement, to perceive tielr lesbian sisters tThrough this male grid of role
definitions is to accept this male culturul conditioning =nd to oppress their
sistefs much as they themselves have been ovpressed by aen. ire we geing to
continue the nale classification systea by defining all fonales in peraal
relation to some other category of pcople? iffixing the label lesbian not only
to a woman vwho aspires to be a person, but also to any situation of real love,
real solidarity, real primacy smong women is a primary form af divisiveness
among women: it is the condition which keeps women vithin vhe confines of the
feminine role, and it is the debunking scare term that keeps wonen fron
forming any »rimary attachucnts,groups, or associations among ourselves.

women in the movement have in most cascs gone to great lengtis to avoid
discussion and confrontation with the issue of lesbisnism.It puts people up-
tight, They are hostile, evasive, or try to incorporate it into some "broader
issue." They would rather not t.lk about it. If they have to, they try to
dismiss it as a "lavender herring.” But it is no side issue. It iz absolutely
essential to the success and fulfillment of the vianen's liberation movement
that this issue be dealt with. ss long as the label "dyke" can be used to

£l gmtorn ramen inte a lecsas militant gatand. keow her senarate from her sisters,
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that extent she is contwrolled hy the male culture. Until women sec in each
other the pogesibility of a primal cownitient vhich includes sexual love, they
will be denying thomselves the love tnd value they readily accord to men, thus
affiraming their second-class ototus, 4o luig as male accaptability is primary-
both to individual womnen ond to the mo?ement 28 o <hole - the tera lesbian

will be used effectively agoingt women. ingoinr as wonen want only more

privileges within the syston, They do not wont to antaruiize male power. They
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insterd seck acceptability for women's liberation, and the most erucial aspect
of tie acceptability is to deny lesbimnian - i.c., deny any fundament:l

challenge to tue bhasis of the famnle role,

1t should also be said that sone younger, morce redical woilen have honestly
begun to discuss lesbianiem, but so fnr it has been prinarily es a sexual

falternative™ to men. whis, however, is gtill giving

> nrimacy to men, both

because the idea of relating move completely to wamen occurs as a negative

regstion to men, and because the logbian relationship is characterized simply

by sex which is divisive and sexist. On one level, which is both personal and
political, wouen may withdraw emotional ~nd sexuzl encrgies from men, and
work out verious altermatives for those encrgies in their own lives. On a
different onolitical /psychological level, it wust be wnderstood that what is
crucial ig that wonen begin digengaging from nale-defined response patterns.
In the privacy of our own psyches, we must cut those cords to the core. ior
irregnective of wherc our love and soxunl energies flow, if we arc male-

identified in our heads, #¢ cannot realize our auntonomy aus Lwidn beings.

Bat why is it that wouen hove related to and throwsn nen? Iy virtue of
havins boen brought up in a mele society, we nave internalized the male
culture's definition of ourselves. Thut delfinition views us as relative beings
who exist not for ourselves, but for the scervicing, maintenance and comfort of
men. st definition consigns us to sexual and family functions, and exclutes
us from defining and shaping the toms of our lives. In exchunge for our
peychic servicing and for performing society's non-profit-making functions,
the man confers on us just one thing: the slave stotus which makes us legitimate
in the eyes of the’ society in which we live. This is called "feminimity" or
"being a real woman' in our cultural lingo. we are aunthentic, legitimate, real
to the extent that we are the nroperty of some mon whose name we bear. To be
a wanan who belongs to no man is to be iavisible, pathetic,inauthentic, mireal.
Fie confirus his image of us - of what we have to be in order to buacceptable
by hinm - but not our rowl selves; he confipas our womannood - as he defines ity
in relatios to him - but we cannot confimm our personhood, our own selves as
absolutes. 4s long as vwe are dependent on the male culture for this definition,

for this approval, we cannot be frez.

The conscquence of internalizing this role is an encrmous reservoir of
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self-hat.. This is not to say that self-hate is rucognized or wccepted ns suchs

indeed, wost women would deny it., It may be uwmerienced as digecomfort with her
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role, as feeling enplty, as nuwmbness, as restlessness, a paralysing anxiety at

the centre. alternatively, 1t may be expredsed im shrill defensiveness of the
glory and destiny of her role. Zut it does exist, often beneath the edge of her .
consclousnesd, poisoning her existence, keeping her alienated from herself, her
ovn needs, and rendering her a stranger to other women. Women hate both themselves
and other women. They try tc escape by identifying with the oppressor, living .
through him, gaining statusand identity from his ego, his power, his accomplishe
ments, and by not identifying with other "emply vesscls? like themselves, wamen
resist relating on all levels to other women who reflect their own oppression,
their own secondary sbatus, their own self-hate. For to confront another woman

ig finally to confront cne's self -~ the ze¢lf we have gone to such lengths to
avold,., And in thet mirvor we know we cannot really respccet and love that which

we have been made to be.

As the source of self-hate and the lack of resl self are rocted in our
male-given identity, we must create a new gense of gelf. As long as we cling
to the ides of "being a woman", we will sense sore conflict with that incipient
self, that sense of 'I; that sense of a whole person., It is very difficult to
rea+ize and to accept that being "feminine" and being a whole person are
irreconcilable. Only women can give each other a new scnge of self., That
idenvity we have to develop with reference to ourselves, and not in relation
to men.This conmeiousness is the revolutionary force from which all else will
follow, for ours is an organic revolution. For this we must be available and
supportive to one another,give our comliment and our love, give the emotional
support necessary to sustain this movement. Our encrgies must flow towards our
sisters, not backwards to our oppressors. As long as women's liberation tries
to free women without facing the basic heterosexual structure that binds us in
one-to-one relationship with our oppressors, tremendous energies will continue
to flow into trying to straighten up easch pariticular relationship with a man,
how to get better sex, how to turn his hecad around -~ into trying to make the
"new man" out of nim, in the delusion that this will allow us to be the'new
woman'. This obviously splits ocur energies and commitments, leaving us unable
to be commibed to the construction of the new patierns which will liberate us,

It is the primacy of wemen relating to women, of women creating » new
consciousness of and with ceach other which is at the heart of women's
liberation, and the basis for the cultural revolution., Together we must find, .
reinforce and validate our authentic selves. 4s we do thisg, we confirm in each
other that struggling incipient sense of pride and strength, the divisive
barriers begin to melt. we feel thig growing solidarity with ouf sisters. Ve
see ourselves as prime, find our centres inside of ourselves. We find receding
the sense of alienation, of being cut off, of being behind a locked window, of
being unable to get out what we know is inside, We feel a real-ness, fceel at

last we are coinciding with ourselves. With that real self, with that conscious-
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ness, we begin a revolution to . end the imposition of all coercive ~ .70 5
identifications, and to achieve maximum autonomy in human expression
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(This article is reprinted from COME OUT!, a newspaper published
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