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who are act up? 
ACT UP (the AIDS Coalition To Unleash Power) 

is an international AIDS activist organization 

founded in New York in 1987. Melbourne Is the 

37th city in the world to form an ACT UP chapter. 

Melbourne ACT UP was formed on May 28 1990 

at a public meeting in Fitzroy. Australia also has 

chapters in Sydney, Canberra, Adelaide, Bris

bane and Perth. 

People with HIV/AIDS and AIDS organizations in 

Australia have been repeatedly let down by state 

and federal governments and by drug companies 

which have refused to make available drugs and 

treatments already in use overseas . 

Now through ACT UP people with HIV/AIDS and 

their supporters are acting directly to force gov

ernments and companies to respond to the unmet 

needs of HIV prevention and AIDS treatments. 

Tactics the group adopts to pursue its aims 

include a range of imaginative direct actions 

including direct negotiations, zaps, boycotts, 

education, demonstrations, industrial action, etc. 

ACT UP is an open, democratic organization of 

people with HIV/AIDS and their supporters. We 

meet every Monday at 7 .30pm. Ph: (03) 489 1279 

for details of meetings. 

ACT UP's message is that not dealing with AIDS 

is fatal; with AIDS Silence= Death, Action= Life. 

M we can't wait. 
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ACT UP calls for an end to the needless 
deaths of with AIDS and other life· 
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recommendations. This deadline Is final. 
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